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Book 11. —Cant. VII. 




AS Pilot well expert in perilous waue, 
That to a ftedfaft ftarre his courfe hath bent, 
When foggy miftes, or cloudy tempefts haue 
The faithfuU light of that faire lampe yblent, 
And couer'd heauen with hideous dreriment, lo 

Vpon his card and compas firmes his eye, 
The maifters of his long experiment, 
And to them does the fteddy helme apply. 
Bidding his winged veffell fairely forward fly. / 

So Guyan hauing loft his trufty guide, 

Late left beyond that Ydle lake, proceedes 
Yet on his way, of none accompanide ; 
And euermore himfelfe with comfort feedes, 
Of his owne vertues, and prayfe-worthy deedes. 

1. 3, ^funning' I 1. 5, ^/ecreie* i 1. 7, Church 'improves' by *the' — 
pole-star: 1. 12, ^mayjiers^i 1. 15, ^ truJUe guyde'i 1. 17, * accompanyde* : 
1. 19, * prai/e-worthie,* 

VI. I 



2 THE II. BOO ICE OF THE [Cant. VII . 

So long he yode, yet no aduenture found, 20 

Which fame of her (hrill trompet worthy reedes : 
For ilill he traueild through wide waftfull ground, 
That nought but defert wildemefle flicw'd all around. 

At laft he came vnto a gloomy glade, 

Couer'd with boughes & fhrubs from heauens light, 

Whereas he fitting found in fecret fliade 

An vncouth, faluage, and vnciuile wight, 

Of griefly hew, and fowle ill fauour'd fight ; 

His face with fmoke was tand, and eyes were bleard, 

His head and beard with fout were ill bedight, 30 

His cole-blacke hands did fccipe to haue beene feard 

In fmithes fire-fpitting forge, and nayles like clawes ap- 
peard. 

His yron coate all ouergrowne with ruft, 
Was vnderneath enueloped with gold, 
Whofe gliftring gloffe darkned with filthy duft, 
Well it appeared, to haue beene of old 
A worke of rich entayle, and curious mould, 
Wouen with antickes and wild Imagery : 
And in his lap a maffe of coyne he told, 
And turned vpf ide downe, to feede his eye 40 

A couetous defire with his huge threafury. 

And round about him lay on euery fide 

Great heapes of gold, that neuer could be fpent : 
Of which fome were rude owre, not purifide 
Of Mulcibers deuouring element ; 

I. 23, 'Jhewed' : 1. 29, * <Sr* * : 1. 31, * Af«' : 1. 32, 'fire-fpitting' is ^ fire- 
f petting* m 1609 : ib.^ ^ftnythes ' : 1, 36, ^yet' \ 1. 38, * ivyld ymagery * : 1. 40, 
misprinted in '96 ^vpfidowncn 



Cant VIL'\ FAERIE QVEENE. 3 

Some / others were new driuen, and diftent 
Into great Ingoes, and to wedges fquare ; 
Some in round plates withouten moniment ; 
But moft were ftampt, and in their metall bare 
The antique fhapes of kings and kefars flraunge & rare. 

Soone as he Guyon faw, in gjreat affright 5 1 

And haft he rofe, for to remoue afide 
Thofe pretious hils from ftraungers enuious fight, 
And downe them poured through an hole full wide. 
Into the hollow earth, them there to hide. 
But Guyon lightly to him leaping, ftayd 
His hand, that trembled, as one terrifyde ; 
And though him felfe were at the fight difmayd, 

Yet him perforce reftraynd, and to him doubtfull fayd. 

What art thou man, (if man at all thou art) 60 

That here in defert haft thine habitaunce. 
And thefe rich heapes of wealth doeft hide apart 
From the worldes eye, and from her right vfaunce ? 
Thereat with ftaring eyes fixed afkaunce. 
In great difdaine, he anfwerd ; Hardy Elfe, 
That dareft vew my direful! countenaunce, 
I read thee rafti, and heedleffe of thy felfe. 

To trouble my ftill feate, and heapes of pretious pelfe. 

God of the world and worldlings I me call. 

Great Mammon^ greateft god below the Ikye, 70 

That of my plenty poure out vnto all. 
And vnto none my graces do enuye : 

1. 47, Wngowes* — in 1679 * Ingots* : 1. 49, * metal ^ : 1. 50, ^Jiraung^ : 
L 52, 'hafte' \ 1. 62, 'heapes' in '90 is 'hits' : ib., 'xvelth'i L 65, , 
for ; . 



4 THE II, BOOKE OF THE {Cant. VII. 

Riches, renowme, and principality, 
Honour, eftate, and all this worides good, 
For which men fwinck and fweat inceffantly, 
Fro me do flow into an ample flood. 
And in the hollow earth haue their eternall brood. / 

Wherefore if me thou deigne to ferue and few, 
At thy commaund lo all thefe mountaines bee ; 
Or if to thy great mind, or greedy vew 80 

All thefe may not fuffife, there (hall to thee 
Ten times fo much be numbred franckc and free. 
Mammon (faid he) thy godheades vaunt is vaine. 
And idle offers of thy golden fee ; 
To them, that couet fuch eye-glutting gaine. 

Proffer thy giftes, and fitter feruaunts entcrtainc. 

Me ill befits, that in der-doing armes, 

And honours fuit my vowed dayes do fpend, 

Vnto thy bounteous baytes, and plcaf ing charmes, 

With which weake men thou witchefl, to attend : 90 

Regard of worldly mucke doth fowly blend, 

And low abafe the high heroicke fpright, 

That ioyes for crownes and kingdomes to contend ; 

Faire fhields, gay fteedes, bright armes be my delight: 

Thofe be the riches fit for an aduent'rous knight. 

Vaine glorious Elfe (faid he) doeft not thou weet. 
That money can thy wantes at will fupply ? 
Sheilds, fteeds, and armes, & all things for thee meet 
It can puruay in twinckling of an eye ; 

1. 83, * godheads' : 1. 87, 'be/its' is * befits' in 1609 : but see Glossary 
s.v, : 1^., * derdoing* : 1. 88, ^dates' : 1. 96, ''faide^ and so 1. 105 : 1. 98, 
• 6*' (i"*) : 1. 99, *purvay* 



Cant VIL'\ FAERIE QVEENE. S 

And crownes and kingdomes to thee multiply. loo 
Do not I kings create, throw the crowne 
Sometimes to him, that low in duft doth \y ? 
And him that raignd, into his rowme thruft downe, 
And whom I luft, do heape with glory and renowne ? 

All otherwife (faid he) I riches read, 

And deeme them roote of all difquietneffe ; 
Firft got with guile, and then preferu'd with dread, 
And after fpent with pride and lauifhneffe, 
Leauing / behind them griefe and heauineffe. 
Infinite mifchiefes of them do arize, no 

Strife ; and debate, bloudftied, and bitterneffe, 
Outrageous wrong, and hellifh couetize; 

That noble heart as great diflionour doth defpize. 

Ne thine be kingdomes, ne the fcepters thine ; 
But realmes and rulers thou doefl both confound, 
And loyall truth to treafon doeft incline ; 
Witneffe the guiltleffe bloud pourd oft on ground, 
The crowned often flaine, the flayer cround, 
The facred Diademe in peeces rent. 
And purple robe gored with many a wound ; 120 
Caftles furprizd, great cities fackt and brent : 

So mak'ft thou kings, & gayneft wrongfuU gouemement 

Long were to tell the troublous ftormes, that tofle 
The priuate ftate, and make the life vnfweet : 
Who fwelling fayles in Cafpian fea doth crofle. 
And in frayle wood on Adrian gulfe doth fleet, 

1. 100, ^ kingdowes' {sic) : 1. ill, , for ; : /^., *blood^ : 1. IT2, ; for, : 
l. 113, W«' : 1. 117, * blood^ : 1. 121, ' citties* : 1. 122, * gouemmet. 
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6 THE II. BOOKS OP THE {CanL VII. 

Doth not, I weene, fo many euils meet 
Then Mammon wexing wroth, And why then, faid. 
Are mortall men fo fond and vndifcreet. 
So euill thing to feeke vnto their ayd, 1 30 

And hauing not complaine, and hauing it vpbraid ? 

Indeede (quoth he) through fowle intemperaunce, 
Frayle men are oft captiu'd to couetife : 
But would they thinke, with how fmall allowaunce 
Vntroubled Nature doth her felfe fuffife, 
Such fuperfluities they would defpife, 
Which with fad cares empeach our natiue ioyes : 
At the well head the pureft ftrcames arife : 
But mucky filth his braunching armes annoyes, 139 

And with vncomely weedes the gentle waue accloyes./ 

The antique world, in his firft flowring youth, 
Found no defefl in his Creatours grace, 
But with glad thankes, and vnreproued truth. 
The gifts of foueraignc bountie did embrace : 
Like Angels life was then mens happy cace ; 
But later ages pride, like corn-fed deed, 
Abufd her plenty, and fat fwolne cncreace 
To all licentious lufl, and gan exceed 

The meafure of her meanc, and naturall firft need. 

Then gan a curfed hand the quiet wombe 150 

Of his great G[r]andmother with fteele to wound, 
And the hid treafures in her facred tombe, 
With Sacriledge to dig. Therein he found 
Fountaines of gold and filuer to abound, 

1 128, ^fayd^ '. 1. 131, ^vpbrayd*: 1. 142, * Fonmd . . . Creators^; 
145, *guifts . . . foueraine b&unty"* : 1. 153, ^fmufid' : 1. 154, ^ al*ow9ui,* 



Cant VIL'\ FAERIE QVEENE, J 

Of which the matter of his huge def ire 
And pompous pride eftfoones he did compound ; 
Then auarice gan through his veines infpire 
His greedy flames, and kindled life-deuouring fire. 

Sonne (faid he then) let be thy bitter fcorne, 

And leaue the rudeneffe of that antique age i6o 
To them, that liu'd therein in ftate forlorne ; 
Thou that doeft Hue in later times, muft wage 
Thy workes for wealth, and life for gold engage. 
If then thee lift my offred grace to vfe. 
Take what thou pleafe of all this furplufage ; 
If thee lift not, leaue haue thou to refufe : 

But thing refufed, do not afterward accufe. 

Me lift not (faid the Elfin knight) receaue 
Thing offred, till I know it well be got, 
Ne wote I, but thou didft thefe goods bereaue i jo 
From rightfuU owner by vnrighteous lot, 
Or / that bloud guiltineffe or guile them blot. 
Perdy (quoth he) yet neuer eye did vew, 
Ne toung did tell, ne hand thefe handled not, 
But fafe I haue them kept in fecret mew, 

From heauens fight, and powre of all which the purfew. 

What fecret place (quoth he) can fafely hold 
So huge a maffe, and hide from heauens eye ? 
Or where haft thou thy wonne, that fo much gold 
Thou canft preferue from wrong and robbery ? i8o 

1. 156, ^ compcwnd'* \ 1, 159, *^//': 1. 160, * Md^ ' accepted from '90: 
1.169,*^//': \,i*j\yUott\\ \,\*J2^^ blood. . . blott'—' guiltinejffe' Qxx/^^ieA 
from 1609 (as before) for guiltneffe ' of '90 and '96 :\, 17$, *^d. , , , eie* : 
1, 174, Uon^* : 1. 176, '/leuens . . . a/ . . . pourfew ' : I. 177, * qd.^^ and so 
1. i8i: 1. 178, 'He: 



8 THE II. BOOKE OP THE {Cant. VII. 

Come thou (quoth he) and fee. So by and by 
Through that thicke couert he him led, and found 
A darkefome way, which no man could defcry, 
That deepe defcended through the hollow ground. 
And was with dread and horrour compafTed around. 

At length they came into a larger fpace, 
That (Iretcht it felfe into an ample plaine, 
Through which a beaten broad high way did tracCy 
That ftreight did lead to Plutoes griefly raine : 
By that wayes fide, there fate infemall Payne, 190 
And fad befide him fat tumultuous Strife : 
The one in hand an yron whip did flraine. 
The other brandifhed a bloudy knife. 

And both did gnafh their teeth, & both did threaten life. 

On thother fide in one confort there fate, 
Cruell Reuenge, and rancorous Defpight, 
Difloyall Treafon, and hart-burning Hate, 
But gnawing Gealofie out of their fight 
Sitting alone, his bitter lips did bight. 
And trembling Feare ftill to and fro did fly, 200 
And found no place, where fafe he fhroud him might : 
Lamenting Sorrow, did in darknefle lye. 

And Shame his vgly face did hide from liuing eye. / 

And ouer them fad horrour with grim hew. 
Did alwayes fore, beating his yron wings ; 

1. 182, ^ thick . . . fcrwnd^ : 1. 184, ^ dnp . . . grawnd^ : 1. 185, * horror 

. . , arownd^i 1. 187, * playne^ : 1. 189, * rayne* i 1. 190, ^ intemall^ 

Collier ineptly emends 'eternal': 1. 192, ^flrayne'\ I. 198, ^ GeeUq/y* i 
1. 201, : for , : 1. 202, » for . : iVa, ^ darkncs^ : 1. 203, * Jhatne' : 1. 204, 
* horror ' : 1. 205, * cUwaies.* 
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And after him Owles and Night-rauens flew, 
The hatefull meffengers of heauy things, 
Of death and dolour telling fad tidings ; 
Whiles fad Celenoy fitting on a clift, 
A fong of bale and bitter forrow fings, 210 

That hart of flint a funder could haue rift : 
Which hauing ended, after him fhe flyeth fwift. 

All thefe before the gates of Pluto lay, 

By whom they paffing, fpake vnto them nought. 
But th'Elfin knight with wonder all the way 
Did feed his eyes, and fild his inner thought 
At laft him to a litle dore he brought, 
That to the gate of Hell, which gaped wide, 
Was next adioyning, ne them parted ought : 
Betwixt them both was but a litle ftride, 220 

That did the houfe of Richeffe from hell-mouth diuide. 

Before the dore fat felfe-confuming Care, 

Day and night keeping wary watch and ward, 
For feare lead Force or Fraud fhould vnaware 
Breake in, and fpoile the treafure there in gard : 
Ne would he fuffer Sleepe once thither-ward 
Approch, albe his drowfie den were next ; 
For next to death is Sleepe to be compard : 
Therefore his houfe is vnto his annext ; 

Here Sleep, there Richefle, & Hel-gate the both betwext. 

So foone as Mammon there arriu'd, the dore 231 

To him did open, and affoorded way ; 

1. 208, *dfo^': 1. 209, ^clifte^i 1. 211, ^fonder , . . rifte' \ 1. 212, 
*fimfte^: 1. 219, ^nought''. 1. 221, ^ helltnouth^ \ 1. 226, Uhether-ward' i 
1. 227, * drow/y ' : 1. 230, ' Helgate ' : I. 231, * ariud* 
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Him followed eke Sir Guyon euermore, 
Ne darkenefle him, ne daunger might difmay. 
Soone / as he entred was, the dore ftrei|^t way 
Did (hut, and from behind it forth there lept 
An vgly feend, more fowle then difmall day. 
The which with monftrous (lalke behind him ftept. 
And euer as he went, dew watch vpon him kept. 

Well hoped he, ere long that hardy gueft, 240 

If euer couetous hand, or ludfull eye. 
Or lips he layd on thing, that likt him bed. 
Or euer fleepc his eye-ftrings did vntye. 
Should be his pray. And therefore ftill on bye 
He ouer him did hold his cruell clawes, 
Threatning with greedy gripe to do him dye 
And rend in peeces with his raucnous pawes, 

If euer he tranfgreft the fatall Stygian lawes. 

That houfes forme within was rude and ftrong. 

Like an huge caue, hewne out of rocky clift, 250 

From whofe rough vaut the ragged breaches hong, 

Embofl: with mafly gold of glorious gift, 

And with rich metall loaded euery rift, 

That heauy ruine they did feeme to threat ; 

And ouer them Arachne high did lift 

Her cunning web, and fpred her fubtile net, (let. 

Enwrapped in fowlc fmoke and clouds more black then 

Both roofe, and floore, and wals were all of gold, 
But ouergrowne with duft and old decay, 

1. 236, *Jhutt' : 1. 243, ^eUftrings' \ 1. 246, ' dot' \ 1. 250, « Lyke . . . 
cHfU'i L 252, *guift€' \ 1. 253, 'rifte' : 1. 255, ' lifte' : 1. 256, ' nett' x 
1. 257, 'lett: 
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And hid in darkeneffe, that none could behold 260 
The hew thereof : for vew of chearefuU day 
Did neuer in that houfe it felfe difplay, 
But a faint fhadow of vncertain light ; 
Such as a lamp, whofe life does fade away : 
Or as the Moone cloathed with clowdy night, 
Does (hew to him, that walkes in feare and fad affright / 

In all that rowme was nothing to be feene, 
But huge great yron chefts and coffers ftrong, 
All bard with double bends, that none could weene 
Them to efforce by violence or wrong ; 270 

On euery fide they placed were along. 
But all the ground with fculs was fcattered, 
And dead mens bones, which round about were flong, 
Whofe Hues, it feemed, whilome there were fhed. 

And their vile carcafes now left vnburied. 

They forward paffe, ne Guyon yet fpoke word, 
Till that they came vnto an yron dore, 
Which to them opened of his owne accord, 
And fhewd of richeffe fuch exceeding ftore, 
As eye of man did neuer fee before ; 280 

Ne euer could within one place be found, 
Though all the wealth, which is, or was of yore, 
Could gathered be through all the world around, 

And that aboue were added to that vnder ground. 

The charge thereof vnto a couetous Spright 
Commaunded was, who thereby did attend, 

1. 270, : for ; : 1. 272, *grownd*\ 1. 273, *Jldg^i 1. 280, *«>,* and 
, for ; : 1. 281, ^/owttd^ : 1. 283, * arownd* : 1, 284, ^grownd. 
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And warily awaited day and night, 
From other couetous feends it to defend. 
Who it to rob and ranfacke did intend. 
Then Mammon turning to that warriour, faid ; 290 
Loe here the worldes blis, loe here the end, 
To which all men do ayme, rich to be made : 
Such grace now to be happy, is before thee laid. 

Certes (faid he) I n'ill thine offred grace, 
Ne to be made fo happy do intend : 
Another blis before mine eyes I place, 
Another happinefle, another end. 
To / them, that lift, thefc bafe regardes I lend : 
But I in armes, and in atchieuements braue. 
Do rather choofe my flitting houres to fpend, 300 
And to be Lord of thofe, that riches haue. 

Then them to haue my felfe, and be their feruile fdaue. 

Thereat the feend his gnalhing teeth did grate. 
And grieu'd, fo long to lacke his greedy pray ; 
For well he weened, that fo glorious bayte 
Would tempt his gueft, to take thereof affay : 
Had he fo doen, he had him fnatcht away, 
More light then Culuer in the Faulcons fift. 
Etemall God thee faue from fuch decay. 
But whenas Mammott faw his purpofe mift, 310 

Him to entrap vnwares another way he wift. 

Thence forward he him led, and fliortly brought 
Vnto another rowme, whofe dore forthright, 

1. 290, ' HammoHy but corrected in * Faults efcaped ' : 1. 292, ^ tU , . , 
doe': I 294, */ayd* : 1. 295, *^* : 1. 297, ' happines * : 1. 304, ' greedU' : 
1. 312, 'Udd: 
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To him did open, as it had beene taught : 
Therein an hundred raunges weren pight, 
And hundred fomaces all burning bright ; 
By euery fornace many feends did bide, 
Deformed creatures, horrible in fight ; 
And euery feend his buf ie paines applide, 
To melt the golden metall, ready to be tride. 320 

One with great bellowes gathered filling aire, 
And with forft wind the fewell did inflame ; 
Another did the dying bronds repaire 
With yron toungs, and fprinckled oft the fame 
With liquid waues, fiers Vulcans rage to tame, 
Who maiftring them, renewd his former heat ; 
Some fcumd the droffe, that from the metall came ; 
Some ftird the molten owre with ladles great ; 

And euery one did fwincke, and euery one did fweat. / 

But when as earthly wight they prefent faw, 330 

Gliftring in armes and battailous aray 
From their whot worke they did themfelues withdraw 
To wonder at the fight : for till that day. 
They neuer creature faw, that came that way. 
Their flaring eyes fparckling with feruent fire, 
And vgly fhapes did nigh the man difmay. 
That were it not for fhame, he would retire. 

Till that him thus befpake their foueraigne Lord & fire. 
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Behold, thou Faeries fonne, with mortall eye, 

That liuing eye before did neuer fee: 340 

The thing, that thou didft craue fo eameftly, 

To weet, whence all the wealth late fliewd by mee. 

Proceeded, lo now is reueald to thee. 

Here is the fountaine of the worldes good : 

Now therefore, if thou wilt enriched bee, 

Auife thee well, and chaunge thy wilfuil moody 

Leafl thou perhaps hereafter wifh, and be withftood. 

Suflife it then, thou Money God (quoth hee) 
That all thine idle offers I refufe. 
All that I need I haue ; what needeth mee 350 

To couet more, then I haue caufe to vfe ? 
With fuch vaine fliewes thy worldlings vile abufe : 
But giue me leaue to follow mine emprife. 
Mammon was much difplcafd, yet no'te he chufe. 
But beare the rigour of his bold mefprife, 

And thence him forward led, him further to entife. 

He brought him through a darkfome narrow ftrait. 
To a broad gate, all built of beaten gold : 
The gate was open, but therein did wait 
A fturdy villein, ftriding ftiffe and bold, 360 

As / if that higheft God defie he would ; 
In his right hand an yron club he held. 
But he himfelfe was all of golden mould, 



1. 348, 'qd,'-. L 349, 'ydU'x 1. 352, 'vyU'x 1. 355, 'me/pri/e'- 
oepted for misprint *me/pi/e* of 'g6 : 1. 356, ^ iedd* i 1. 357, ^ftrayVi 
1. 3S9» 'wayV \ 1. 360, 'flurdie . . . ftryding' \ 1. 361, 'if accepted 
from *90 : 1^., * that * for * the ' as in '90 and '96, but corrected in * Faults 
efcaped ' : 1. 363, * And* for 'But*: id., 'yron ' [sic]. 
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Yet had both life and fence, and well could weld 
That curfed weapon, when his cruell foes he queld. 

Difdayne he called was, and did difdaine 
To be fo cald, and who fo did him call : 
Sterne was to looke, and full of flomacke vaine, 
His portaunce terrible, and ftature tall. 
Far paffing th'hight of men terreftriall ; 370 

Like an huge Gyant of the Titans race. 
That made him fcome all creatures great and fmally 
And with his pride all others powre deface : (place. 

More fit amongft blacke fiendes, then men to haue his 

Soone as thofe glitterand armes he did efpye, 

That with their brightneffe made that darkneffe light, 

His harmefuU club he gan to hurtle hye. 

And threaten batteill to the Faery knight ; 

Who likewife gan himfelfe to batteill dight, 

Till Mammon did his hafty hand withhold, 380 

And counfeld him abftaine from perilous fight : 

For nothing might abafh the villein bold, 

Ne mortall fteele emperce his mifcreated mould. 

So hauing him with reafon pacifide. 

And the fiers Carle commaunding to forbeare, 

He brought him in. The rowme was large and wide. 

As it fome Gyeld or folemne Temple weare : 

Many great golden pillours did vpbeare 

The mafiy roofe, and riches huge fuftayne. 

And euery pillour decked was full deare 390 

1. 366, 'difdayne' : 1. 368, ' his' ioi ' to' \ ib., 'vavne' : 1. 374, '///' : 
1. 376, ^darknes' : 1. 384, ' pacifyde' : 1. 386, 'wyde' 
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With crownes and Diademes, & titles vaine, 
Which mortall Princes wore, whiles they on earth did 
rayne. / 

A route of people there affembled were, 

Of euery fort and nation vnder (kye. 

Which with great vprore preaced to draw nere 

To th'vpper part, where was aduaunced hye 

A ftately f iege of foueraigne maieftye ; 

And thereon fat a woman gorgeous gay, 

And richly clad in robes of royaltye, 

That neuer earthly Prince in fuch aray 400 

His glory did enhaunce, and pompous pride difplay. 

Her face right wondrous faire did feeme to bee, 

That her broad beauties beam great brightnes threw 
Through the dim fhade, that all men might it fee : 
Yet was not that fame her owne natiue hew. 
But wrought by art and counterfetted fhew. 
Thereby more louers vnto her to call ; 
Nath'leffe moft heauenly faire in deed and vew 
She by creation was, till (he did fall ; (all. 

Theceforth fhe fought for helps, to cloke her crime with- 

There, as in gliftring glory fhe did fit, 41 1 

She held a great gold chaine ylincked well, 
Whofe vpper end to higheft heauen was knit. 
And lower part did reach to lowed Hell ; 
And all that preace did round about her fwell. 
To catchen hold of that long chaine, thereby 
To clime aloft, and others to excell : 

1. 410, no , after * helps'" : 1. 411, no , after * There^ : id., */iU' : 1. 413, 
*knitt* ; 1. 415, ^rownd* ; 1. 417, UlimbeJ 
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Sooke tbou^t to nife tbemfdues to h^ de£TC<; ^30 
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And ■ all by WTWig waj-es for themfeluei jwepanl, 
Th<^e that n-ere vp theFrtfelues, kept othen low, 
ThoTe that n-ere low themfelues, held others hard, 
Ne fuffred them to rife or greater grow, 

But eueiy one did ftriue his fellow downe to throw. 

Which whenas Guyon faw, he gan inquirCt 

What meant that preace about thnt Lndica throne, 
And what (he was that did fo high arplre, 43 1 

Him Mammon anfwered ; That (ifoodly one, 
Whom all that folke with fuch contention, 
Do flocke about, my deare my daughter la ; 
Honour and dignitie from her alone, 
Deriued are, and all this worldes blia 

For which ye men do ftriue : few get, but many ml*. 

And feire Phtiotime Hie rightly bight, 

The faireft wight that wonncth vnder fltye, 
But that this darkfome neather world her 
Doth dim with horrour and dcformitie, 

L 4J9, 'luui : L 433. 'frietuUi': L434. 'waUi' : \. • 
L 433,, for : : L 4J4, , in '96 tiy etiM' after 'm/'; ii., , I 
'-:«-.. fj»' : L 438. '/«>«■' -■ L 440, 'd^i/tm 'tl Uh 
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Worthy of heauen and hye felicitie, 
From whence the gods haue her for enuy thruft : 
But fith thou haft found fauour in mine eye, 
Thy fpoufe I will her make, if that thou luft, 
That (he may thee aduance for workes and merites iuft. 

Gramercy Mammon (faid the gentle knight) 
For fo great grace and offred high eftate ; 
But I, that am fraile flefh and earthly wight, 
Vnworthy match for fuch immortall mate 450 

My felfe well wote, and mine vnequall fate ; 
And were I not, yet is my trouth yplight. 
And loue auowd to other Lady late, 
That to remoue the fame I haue no might : 

To chaunge loue caufeleffe is reproch to warlike knight./ 

Mammon emmoued was with inward wrath ; 
Yet forcing it to faine, him forth thence led 
Through griefly fhadowes by a beaten path. 
Into a gardin goodly gamiftied 

With hearbs and fruits, whofe kinds mote not be red: 
Not fuch, as earth out of her fruitfull woomb 46 1 
Throwes forth to men, fweet and well fauoured, 
But direfull deadly blacke both leafe and bloom, 

Fit to adorne the dead, and decke the drery toombe. 

There moumfull Cyprejfe grew in greateft ftore. 
And trees of bitter Gall^ and Heben fad. 
Dead fleeping Poppy^ and blacke Hellebore^ 
Cold Coloquintida^ and Tetra mad, 

L 442, * Worthie . . • heuen *: 1. 446, * merits ' : 1. 457, ^fayne . . . ledd ' : 
L 460, * <5r* . . . redd* : 1. 462, no , after ^ men* : il>., ^fauared* : 1. 463. 
* black,* and so L 467 : 1. 464, ^deck,* 
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Mortall Samnitis^ and Cicuta bad, 
With which th'vniuft Athenians made to dy 470 

Wife SocrateSy who thereof quaffing glad 
Pourd out his life, and laft Philofophy 
To the faire Critias his deareft Belamy. 

The Gardin of Proferpina this hight ; 
And in the midft thereof a filuer feat, 
With a thicke Arber goodly ouer dight, 
In which fhe often vfd from open heat 
Her felfe to Ihroud, and pleafures to entreat 
Next thereunto did grow a goodly tree, 
With braunches broad difpred and body great, 480 
Clothed with leaues, that none the wood mote fee 

And loaden all with fruit as thicke as it might bee. 

Their fruit were golden apples gliftring bright. 
That goodly was their glory to behold, 
On earth like neuer grew, ne liuing wight 
Like euer faw, but they from hence were fold ; 
For / thofe, which Hercules with conqueft bold 
Got from great Atlas daughters, hence began, 
And planted there, did bring forth fruit of gold : 
And thofe with which th'Eudaan young man wan 
Swift Atalanta, when through craft he her out ran. 49 1 

Here alfo fprong that goodly golden fruit, 
With which Acontius got his louer trew, 

1. 470, * With which ' — corrected for * Which with* of '90 and '96 : 1. 473, 
*fayre * : L 474, * Gardin* — ^misprinted * Gordin ' in '96 : 1. 476, *thicky and 
so 1. 482 : L 480, ' difpredd* : 1. 489, no punctuation after *gold*i 1. 490, 
, after * tho/Cf and ' /^f * for * th '— * the* corrected in * Faults efcaped.' 
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Whom he had long time fought with fruitlefle fuit : 
Here eke that famous golden Apple g^ew, 
The which emongft the gods falfe Ate threw ; 
For which ^Idcean Ladies difagreed, 
Till partiall Paris dempt it Venus dew, 
And had of her, faire Helen for his meed, 
That many noble Greekes and Troians made to bleed. 

The warlike Elfe, much wondred at this tree, 5 of 

So faire and great, that fhadowed all the ground, 
And his broad braunches, laden with rich fee. 
Did ftretch themfelues without the vtmoft bound 
Of this g^eat gardin, compaft with a mound. 
Which ouer-hanging, they themfelues did fteepe. 
In a blacke flood which flow'd about it round ; 
That is the riuer of Cocytus deepe, 

In which full many foules do endlefle waile and weepe. 

Which to behold, he clomb vp to the banke, 510 

And looking downe, faw many damned wights. 
In thofe fad waues, which direfull deadly ftanke, 
Plonged continually of cruell Sprights, 
That with their pitteous cryes, and yelling (hrights, 
They made the further fhore refounden wide : 
Emongft the reft of thofe fame ruefuU fights, 
One curfed creature, he by chaunce efpide, 

That drenched lay full deepe, vnder the Garden fide. / 

Deepe was he drenched to the vpmoft chin. 

Yet gaped ftill, as coueting to drinke 520 

L 496, * Gods* : 1. 499, ^fayre^ and so 1. 502 : 1. 509, * wayle ' : 1. 510, 
^hancke'\ L 511, 'wighUs' : 1. 512, 'ftancke' : 1. 513, ' SpH^es' : 1. 514, 
*piteous . . . Jhri^htes* : L 516, ^fi^htes' : L 520, no , after 'ftUi: 
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Of the cold liquor, which he waded in, 
And ftretching*forth his hand, did often thinke 
To reach the fruit, which grew vpon the brincke : 
But both the fruit from hand, and floud from mouth 
Did flie abacke, and made him vainely fwinke : 
The whiles he fteru'd with hunger and with drouth 
He daily dyde, yet neuer throughly dyen couth. 

The knight him feeing labour fo in vaine, 
Afkt who he was, and what he ment thereby : 
Who g^oning deepe, thus anfwerd him againe ; 530 
Mod curfed of all creatures vnder (kye, 
Lo Tantaliis^ I here tormented lye : 
Of whom high loue wont whylome feafted bee, 
Lo here I now for want of food doe dye : 
But if that thou be fuch, as I thee fee. 

Of grace I pray thee, giue to eat and drinke to mee. 

Nay, nay, thou greedie Tantalus (quoth he) 

Abide the fortune of thy prefent fate, 

And vnto all that liue in high degree, 

Enfample be of mind intemperate, 540 

To teach them how to vfe their prefent (late. 

Then gan the curfed wretch aloud to cry, 

Accufing higheft loue and gods ingrate. 

And eke blafpheming heauen bitterly. 
As authour of vniuftice, there to let him dye. 

He lookt a little further, and efpyde 

Another wretch, whofe carkaffe deepe was drent 

I. 521, * liqueur*', 1. 524, *Jhod* : 1. 525, ^fly . . . fwincke' \ 1. 537, 
* greedy* \ \. 540, ''more* \5i€\ : 1. 542, ^alawd : 1. 547, ^ carccts* 
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Within the riuer, which the fame did hyde : 
But both his hands mofl filthy feculent, 
Aboue / the water were on high extent, 550 

And faynd to wafti themfelues inceffantly ; 
Yet nothing cleaner were for fuch intent, 
But rather fowler feemed to the eye ; 
So loft his labour vaine and idle induftry. 

The knight him calling, afked who he was. 
Who lifting vp his head, him anfwerd thus : 
I Pilate am, the falfeft ludge, alas, 
And moft vniuft, that by vnrighteous 
And wicked doome, to lewes defpiteous 
Deliuered vp the Lord of life to die, 560 

And did acquite a murdrer felonous ; 
The whiles my hands I walht in puritie. 

The whiles my foule was foyld with foule iniquitie. 

Infinite moe, tormented in like paine 

He there beheld, too long here to be told : 

Ne Mammon would there let him long remaine. 

For terrour of the tortures manifold. 

In which the damned foules he did behold. 

But roughly him befpake. Thou fearefull foole. 

Why takeft not of that fame fruit of gold, 570 

Ne fitteft downe on that fame filuer ftoole. 

To reft thy wearie perfon, in the fliadow coole. 

1. 549, 'handes' : 1. 551, , for ; • 1. 553, ibid, : 1. 554, 'ydle' : 1. 557, 
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All which he did, to doe him deadly fall 

In frayle intemperance through finfuU bayt ; 

To which if he inclined had at all, 

That dreadful! feend, which did behind him wayt, 

Would him haue rent in thoufand peeces ftrayt : 

But he was warie wife in all his way, 

And well perceiued his deceiptfuU fleight, 

Ne fuffred luft his fafetie to betray ; 580 

So goodly did beguile the Guyler of the pray. / 

And now he has fo long remained there, 

That vitall powres gan wexe both weake and wan, 

For want of food, and fleepe, which two vpbeare, 

Like mightie pillours, this fraile life of man, 

That none without the fame enduren can. 

For now three dayes of men were full outwrought, 

Since he this hardie enterprize began : 

For thy great Mammon fairely he befought, 589 

Into the world to guide him backe, as he him brought. 

The God, though loth, yet was conftraind t'obay, 
For lenger time, then that, no liuing wight 
Below the earth, might fuffred be to (lay : 
So backe againe, him brought to liuing light. 
But all fo foone as his enfeebled fpright 
Gan fucke this vitall aire into his breft. 
As ouercome with too exceeding might, 
The life did flit away out of her neft. 

And all his fenfes were with deadly fit oppreft. 599 

!• 573> ^due^ \ 1. 574, ^ intemperaunce' \ 1. 575, * inclyned^ : 1. 578, 
* wary ' : 1. 580, 'fafety ' : 1. 581, * >4w ' : 1. 582, * theare ' : 1. 585, *frayU * : 
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A^ Sir Guy on laid infwcwfu is by ^^ 

T Aerates fonnes (Ufpoyld^ T 

^ Whom Arthur footte hath re/ketitd ^ 

^Z^ And Fayttim brethreft foyld. J^ 
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ANd is there care in heauen ? and is there loue 
In heauenly fpirits to thefe creatures bace, 
That may compaffion of their euils moue ? 
There is : elfe much more wretched were the cace 
Of / men, then beads. But 6 th'exceeding grace i o 
Of higheft God, that loues his creatures fo, 
And all his workes with mercy doth embrace, 
That bleffed Angels, he fends to and fro, 
To ferue to wicked man, to feme his wicked foe. 

How oft do they, their filuer bowers leaue. 
To come to fuccour vs, that fuccour want ? 
How oft do they with golden pineons, cleaue 
The flitting fkyes, like flying Purfuiuant, 
Againft foule feends to aide vs millitant ? 
They for vs fight, they watch and dewly ward, 20 
And their bright Squadrons round about vs plant, 

L 2, ^layd'\ 1.8, 'euilles' \ 1. 10, no , after 'mett*-. ib,, *0': 1. 16, 
, for ? : 1. 19, ^fcTiuie . . . ayd . . . militant^ 
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And all for loue, and nothing for reward : 
O why fhould heauenly God to men haue fuch regard ? 

During the while, that Guyon did abide 

In Mamons houfe, the Palmer, whom whyleare 

That wanton Mayd of paffage had denide, 

By further fearch had paffage found elfewhere, 

And being on his way, approched neare, 

Where Gtiyon lay in traunce, when fuddenly 

He heard a voice, that called loud and cleare, 30 

Come hither, come hither, 6 come haftily ; 

That all the fields refounded with the ruefull cry. 

The Palmer lent his eare vnto the noyce, 
To weet, who called fo importunely : 
Againe he heard a more efforced voyce. 
That bad him come in hafte. He by and by 
His feeble feet direfted to the cry ; 
Which to that fliadie delue him brought at laft, 
Where Mammon earft did funne his threafury : 
There the good Guyon he found flumbring fall 40 

In fenfeleffe dreame ; which fight at firft him fore aghafl./ 

Befide his head there fate a faire young man, 
Of wondrous beautie, and of freflieft yeares, 
Whofe tender bud to bloffome new began, 
And flourifh faire aboue his equall peares ; 
His fnowy front curled with golden heares, 
Like Phmbus face adomd with funny rayes, 
Diuinely fhone, and two fharpe winged fheares, 

1. 23, * hetunly^ and , for ? ;" 1. 29, ^fuddeinly ' : 1. 30, * voyce . . . 
hwd' : 1. 3l> 'hether' {Ids), O': 1. 38, 'Jhady'i 1. 41, 'JencUs'\ 1. 42, 
'fatt' : 1. 43» 'beauty: 
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Decked with diuerfe plumes, like painted layes, 
Where fixed at his backe, to cut his ayerie wayes. 50 

Like as Cupido on Idcean hill, 

When hauing laid his cruell bow away, 

And mortall arrowes, wherewith he doth fill 

The world with murdrous fpoiles and bloudie pray, 

With his faire mother he him dights to play, 

And with his goodly f ifters, Graces three ; 

The Goddefle pleafed with his wanton play. 

Suffers her felfe through fleepe beguild to bee. 

The whiles the other Ladies mind their merry glee. 

Whom when the Palmer faw, abafht he was 60 

Through feare and wonder, that he nought could fay. 
Till him the child befpoke. Long lackt, alas, 
Hath bene thy faithfull aide in hard affay. 
Whiles deadly fit thy pupill doth difmay ; 
Behold this heauie fight, thou reuerend Sire, 
But dread of death and dolour do away ; 
For life ere long fhall to her home retire. 

And he that breathleffe feemes, fhal corage bold refpire. 

The charge, which God doth vnto me arret, 

Of his deare fafetie, I to thee commend ; 70 

Yet will I not forgoe, ne yet forget 
The care thereof my felfe vnto the end, 
But / euermore him fuccour, and defend 
Againft his foe and mine : watch thou I pray ; 
For euill is at hand him to offend. 

!• SO» * <y^ ' : 1. 54, * bloody * : 1. 59, * theyr mery * : 1. 61, ' fear' : 1. 62, 
Uhilde'x 1. 64, 'fitV : 1. 65, ' heauy' \\. 66, 'dolor : 1. 68, 'Jeems'-.X. 69, 
'arrdV : 1. 70, 'fafety' \ 1. 71, 'forgett.* 
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So hauing faid, eftfoones he gan difplay 
His painted nimble wings, and vanifht quite away. 

The Palmer feeing his left empty place, 
And his flow eyes beguiled of their fight, 
Woxe fore affraid, and Handing ftill a fpace, 80 

Gaz'd after him, as fowle efcapt by flight ; 
At lafl: him turning to his charge behight, 
With trembling hand his troubled pulfe gan try ; 
Where finding life not yet diflodged quight, 
He much reioyfl:, and courd it tenderly. 

As chicken newly hatcht, from dreaded deftiny. 

At laft he fpide, where towards him did pace 
Two Paynim knights, all armd as bright as flcie. 
And them bef ide an aged Sire did trace, 
And farre before a light-foot Page did flie, 90 

That breathed ftrife and troublous enmitie ; 
Thofe were the two fonnes of Aerates old 
Who meeting earfl: with Architnago flie, 
Foreby that idle ftrond, of him were told. 

That he, which earft them combatted, was Guyon bold. 

Which to auenge on him they dearely vowd, 

Where euer that on ground they mote him fynd ; 
Falfe Archimage prouokt their courage prowd, 
And ftryfull Atin in their ftubbome mynd 
Coles of contention and whot vengeance tynd. 100 
Now bene they come, whereas the Palmer fate, 
Keeping that flombred corfe to him aflynd ; 

1. ^%,'Ufte''. 1. 79, 'eies'x 1. 88, ' al' \ 1. 90, 'far . . , foote' x 1. 96, 
' dsarly*: 1. 97, *Jind^ : 1. 98, ' prouokte , . . corage^ : 1. 99, 'ftryful . . . 
mind* : L 100, ' what vengeaunce tind* : 1. 102, ^ affind^ 
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Well knew they both his perfon, f ith of late 
With him in bloudie armes they rafhly did debate./ 

Whom when Pyrrhocldes faw, inflam'd with rage, 
That fire he foule befpake, Thou dotard vile, 
That with thy bruteneffe fhendft thy comely age, 
Abandone foone, I read, the caitiue fpoile 
Of that fame outcaft carkaffe, that erewhile 
Made it felfe famous through falfe trechery, no 

And crownd his coward creft with knightly ftile ; 
Loe where he now inglorious doth lye, 

To proue he liued ill, that did thus foully dye. 

To whom the Palmer feareleffe anfwered ; 

Certes, Sir knight, ye bene too much to blame, 

Thus for to blot the honour of the dead, 

And with foule cowardize his carkaffe (hame, 

Whofe liuing hands immortalizd his name. 

Vile is the vengeance on the afhes cold, 

And enuie bafe, to barke at fleeping fame : 120 

Was neuer wight, that treafon of him told ; 

Your felfe his prowefTe prou'd & found him fiers & bold. 

Then faid Cymochles ; Palmer, thou doeft dote, 
Ne canft of proweffe, ne of knighthood deeme, 
Saue as thou feeft or hearft. But well I wote. 
That of his puiiTance tryall made extreeme ; 

1. 104, * bloody* I 1. 105, ^ Pyrochks* \ L 106, *finvV: 1. 108, * Abandon 
• . . caytiue* : 1. 109, * carcas * : 1. 113, * prooue . , , il , , , fowfy ' : 1. 114, 
'/tarlejre,* and , for ; : 1. 116, * bloU . . . honor* : 1. 117, ^fowle . . . 
carcas* I L 118, 'Aandes*: 1. 119, ^vcngeatmce* i L 120, ^enuy*; 1. 123, 
, for ; : 1. 126, * pmjffaunce,^ 
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Yet gold all is not, that doth golden feeme, 
Ne sdl good knights, diat (hake well fpeare and (hield : 
The worth of all men by their end efteeme, 
And then due praife, or due reproch them yield ; 1 30 
Bad therefore I him deeme, that thus lies dead on 
field 

Good or bad (gan his brother fierce reply) 
What doe I recke, fith that he dyde entire ? 
Or what doth his bad death now fatisfy 
The gfreedy hunger of reuenging ire, 
Sith / wrathftiU hand wrought not her owne dd*ire ? 
Yet f ince no way is left to wreake my fpight, 
I will him reaue of armes, the viftors hire. 
And of that fhield, more worthy of good knight ; 

For why (hould a dead dog be deckt in armour bright ? 

Faire Sir, faid then the Palmer fuppliaunt, 141 

For knighthoods loue, do not fo foule a deed, 
Ne blame your honour with fo fhamefull vaunt 
Of vile reuenge. To fpoile the dead of weed 
Is facrilege, and doth all finnes exceed ; 
But leaue thefe relicks of his lining might, 
To decke his herce, and trap his tombe-blacke fteed» 
What herce or fteede (faid he) (hould he haue dight, 

But be entombed in the rauen or the kight ? 

With that, rude hand vpon his (hield he laid, 150 

And th'other brother gan his helme vnlace, 

1. 127, •«/•: 1. 128, *<&**: 1. 130, ^dtw' (Jn5)\ 1. 132, 'fiers,' and 
no (): 1. 133, 'didc'\ 1. 135, 'yre'i 1. 137, Heflt' \ 1. 141, ' Fayr' \ 
1. 142, ^fowU ': 1. 143, * Jumor * : 1. 147, * tomblacke ' — see Glossary s.v, 
on this. 
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Both fiercely bent to haue him difaraid ; 
Till that they fpide, where towards them did pace 
An armed knight, of bold and bounteous grace, 
Whofe fquire bore after him an heben launce, 
And couerd (hield. Well kend him fo farre fpace 
Th'enchaunter by his armes and amenaunce, 
When vnder him he faw his Lybian fteed to praunce. 

And to thofe brethren faid, Rife rife by Hue, 

And vnto battell doe your felues addrefle ; i6o 

For yonder comes the proweft knight aliue. 
Prince Arthur^ flowre of grace and nobileffe, 
That hath to Paynim knights wrought great diftreffe 
And thoufand Sar'zins foully donne to dye. 
That word fo deepe did in their harts impreffe. 
That both eftfoones vpftarted furioufly. 

And gan themfelues prepare to battell greedily. / 

But fierce PyrrhockleSy lacking his owne fword. 
The want thereof now greatly gan to plaine, 
And Archifnage befought, him that afford, 170 

Which he had brought for Braggadocchio vaine. 
So would I (faid th'enchaunter) glad and faine 
Beteeme to you this fword, you to defend, 
Or ought that elfe your honour might maintaine, 
But that this weapons powre I well haue kend, 

To be contrarie to the worke, which ye intend. 

For that fame knights owne fword this is of yore. 
Which Merlin made by his almightie art 

!• I53» ^fpy<^'- !• 156, */tf^': I. 159, ^fayd' : 1. 160, * batteill^* and so 
1. 167 : 1. 163, ^gret'i 1. 164, ^fowly' : 1. 168, ^Jiers' : 1. 174, * els . , , 
homr': 1. 176, * contrary' : 1. 178, , after * art,* 
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For that his nourfling, when he knighthood fwore, 
Therewith to doen his foes eternall fmart. 180 

The metall firft he mixt with Med(Bwarty 
That no enchauntment from his dint might faue ; 
Then it in flames of Aetna wrought apart, 
And feuen times dipped in the bitter wane 
Of hellifh Styxy which hidden vertue to it gaue. 

The vertue is, that neither fteele, nor ftone 
The ftroke thereof from entrance may defend ; 
Ne euer may be vfed by his fone, 
Ne forft his rightful! owner to offend, 
Ne euer will it breake, ne euer bend. 190 

Wherefore Morddure it rightfully is hight. 
In vaine therefore, Pyrrkochles^ (hould I lend 
The fame to thee, againft his lord to fight. 

For fure it would deceiue thy labour, and thy might 

Foolifti old man, faid then the Pagan wroth. 

That weeneft words or charmes may force withflond : 

Soone fhalt thou fee, and then beleeue for troth. 

That I can carue with this inchaunted brond 

His / Lords owne flefh. Therewith out of his hond 

That vertuous fteele he rudely fnatcht away, 200 

And Guyons fhield about his wreft he bond ; 

So readie dight, fierce battaile to affay. 

And match his brother proud in battailous array. 

By this that ftraunger knight in prefence came. 
And goodly falued them ; who nought againe 

1. 187, *entraunce': 1. 189, ^rightful'': 1. 192, ^ Pyr hoc hies ^ i 1. 194, 
* Mor ' : 1. 202, * ready ' : 1. 203, * aray,^ 
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Him anfwered, as courtefie became, 
But with fteme lookes, and (lomachous difdaine, 
Gaue fignes of grudge and difcontentment valne : 
Then turning to the Palmer, he gan fpy 
Where at his feete, with forrowfuU demaine 210 

And deadly hew, an armed corfe did lye. 
In whofe dead face he red great magnanimity. 

Said he then to the Palmer, Reuerend fyre, 

What great misfortune hath betidd this knight ? 

Or did his life her fatall date expyre, 

Or did he fall by treafon, or by fight ? 

How euer, fure I rew his pitteous plight 

Not one, nor other, (faid the Palmer graue) 

Hath him befalne, but cloudes of deadly night 

A while his heauie eylids couer'd haue, 220 

And all his fenfes drowned in deepe fenfeleffe waue. 

Which, thofe his cruell foes, that (land hereby. 
Making aduantage, to reuenge their fpight. 
Would him difarme, and treaten (hamefully, 
Vnworthy vfage of redoubted knight. 
But you, faire Sir, whofe honorable fight 
Doth promife hope of helpe, and timely grace. 
Mote I befeech to fuccour his fad plight, 
And by your powre proteft his feeble cace. 

Firft praife of knighthood is, foule outrage to deface. / 

1. 210, ^feet . . . demayne* : 1. 212, *redd^ : 1. 218, ^fayd^zxA no ( ) : 
1. 220, ^heauy * : 1. 221, ^fences . . . deep . . . fencelejfe * : 1. 222, ' his crueW 
accepted from ' Faults efcaped/ being ' fame * in '90 and '96, while in 1609, 
l6ii, we read — * Which thofe fame foes ^ that doen awaite hereby^ — ^which 
gives a glimpse of how their editors manipulated their text, oblivious of 
the author's own corrections : 1. 223, * aduauntage * : 1. 225, ' Vnwnihie* : 
1, 226^ * honourable' : 1. 230, ^prayfe, . .fowle,* 
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Palmer, (faid he) no knight fo rude, I weene, 231 

As to doen outrage to a fleeping ghofl : 
Ne was there euer noble courage feene. 
That in aduauntage would his puifTance bod : 
Honour is leaft, where oddes appeareth mod. 
May be, that better reafon will affwage. 
The rafh reuengers heat Words well difpoft 
Haiie fecret powre, t'appeafe inflamed rage : 

If not, leaue vnto me thy knights laft patronage. 

Tho turning to thofe brethren, thus befpoke, 240 

Ye warlike payre, whofe valorous great might 
It feemes, iuft wrongs to vengeance doe prouoke. 
To wreake your wrath on this dead feeming knight, 
Mote ought allay the ftorme of your defpight, 
And fettle patience in fo furious heat ? 
Not to debate the chalenge of your right. 
But for this carkafle pardon I entreat, 

Whom fortune hath alreadie laid in lowed feat. 

To ^\ioxrLCyfnochles faid ; For what art thou, 
That mak'd thy felfe his dayes-man, to prolong 250 
The vengeance pred ? Or who fhall let me now. 
On this vile bodie from to wreake my wrong, 
And make his carkaffe as the outcad dong ? 
Why fhould not that dead carrion fatisfie 
The guilt, which if he liued had thus long, 

!• 233, *corage^ : 1. 234, ^puiffaunce^ i 1. 236, * bee , , , qfivage* : 1. 238, 
'■fecrete ' : 1. 242, * wronges . . . vengeaunce * : 1. 247, * carcasj and so 
1. 253 : 1. 248, ^already* : 1. 249, , for ; : 1. 251, ' vengeaunce ': 1. 252, * body 
. . , wreak* I 1. 254, \/ati/fye,* 
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' His life for due reuenge fhould deare abie ? 
The trefpaffe ftill doth Hue, albe the perfon die. 

Indeed (then faid the Prince) the euill donne 
Dyes not, when breath the bodie firft doth leaue, 
But from the grandfyre to the Nephewes fonne, 260 
And all his feed the curfe doth often cleaue, 
Till / vengeance vtterly the guilt bereaue : 
So ftreightly God doth iudge. But gentle knight, 
That doth againft the dead his hand vpreare. 
His honour ftaines with rancour and defpight. 

And great difparagment makes to his former might 

Pyrrhochles gan reply the fecond time, 
And to him faid, Now felon fure I read, 
How that thou art partaker of his crime : 
Therefore by Termagaunt thou fhalt be dead. 270 
With that his hand, more fad then lomp of lead, 
Vplifting high, he weened with Morrddure, 
His owne good fword Morddure^ to cleaue his head. 
The faithfull fteele fuch treafon no'uld endure. 

But fwaruing from the marke, his Lords life did afTure. 

Yet was the force fo furious and fo fell. 

That horfe and man it made to reele afide ; 
Nath'leffe the Prince would not forfake his fell : 
For well of yore he learned had to ride, 

1. 256, ' dew . . . abye ' : 1. 257, ' tre/pas, . . albee . . . dye * : L 258, no 
( ) : 1. 259, * body* : 1. 261, ^feede* : 1. 262, ^vengeaunce' : 1. 264, * vpreare* 
— another of Spenser's non-rnymes — should be * vpheaue * of course : L 267, 

* tyme * : L 269, * crynte * : 1. 275, * Lordes * : 1. 277, * a/yde * : 1. 279, 

* ryde: 
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But full of anger fiercely to him cride ; 280 

Falfe traitour mifcreant, thou broken haft 
The law of armes, to ftrike foe vndefide. 
But thou thy treafons fruit, I hope, Ihalt tafte 
Right fowre, & feele the law, the which thou haft defaft. 

With that his balefull fpeare, he fiercely bent 
Againft the Pagans breft, and therewith thought 
His curfed life out of her lodge haue rent : 
But ere the point arriued, where it ought, 
That feuen-fold fliield, which he from Guyon brought 
He caft bctwene to ward the bitter ftound; 290 

Through all thofe foldes the fleelehead paffage wrought 
And through his Ihoulder pierft ; wherwith to groud 

He groueling fell, all gored in his gufhing wound./ 

Which when his brother faw, fraught with great griefe 
And wrath, he to him leaped furioufly. 
And fowly faid, By Makoune, curfed thiefe, 
That direfuU ftroke thou dearely fhalt aby. 
Then hurling vp his harmefuU blade on hye, 
Smote him fo hugely on his haughtie creft. 
That from his faddle forced him to fly ; 300 

£lfe mote it needes downe to his manly breft 

Haue cleft his head in twaine, and life thence difpoCTeft. 

Now was the Prince in daungerous diftreffe, 

Wanting his fword, when he on foot (hould fight : 
His fingle fpeare could doe him fmall redrefTe, 
Againft two foes of fo exceeding might, 

L aSOi 'fier^y . ■ ■ crydt' : 1 aSl, ' mi/crtaunt* : L 286, '/^^jowj, 
but corrected in 'Faults efcaped*: 1. 287, 'lat^' : I 389, '/eutu fiOd'i 
L 39^ 'ietaiem. . .^fiawnd' ■A.-lij%, ' perft' : L 398, ■^' : L 3DI, 'Eli,' 
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The lead of which was match for any knight 
And now the other, whom he earft did daunt. 
Had reard himfelfe againe to cruell fight. 
Three times more furious, and more puiflaunt, 310 
Vnmindfull of his wound, of his fate ignoraunt 

So both attonce him charge on either fide, 
With hideous ftrokes, and importable powre, 
That forced him his ground to trauerfe wide, 
And wifely watch to ward that deadly ftowre : 
For in his fhield, as thicke as ftormie fliowre, 
Their ftrokes did raine, yet did he neuer quaile, ' 
Ne backward fhrinke, but as a ftedfaft towre, 
Whom foe with double battry doth aflaile, (auaile. 

Them on her bulwarke beares, and bids them nought 

So ftoutly he withftood their ftrong aiTay, 321 

Till that at laft, when he aduantage fpyde, 
His poinant fpeare he thruft with puifTant fway 
At proud Cymochles^ whiles his fhield was wyde. 
That / through his thigh the mortall fteele did gryde : 
He fwaruing with the force, within his flefh 
Did breake the launce, and let the head abyde : 
Out of the wound the red bloud flowed frefti, 

That vnderneath his feet foone made a purple plefh. 

Horribly then he gan to rage, and rayle, 330 

Curf ing his Gods, and himfelfe damning deepe : 

1. 309, * cruel* : 1. 312, ^fyde*\ 1. 314, ^wyde^ : 1. 316, *w*in 1609; 
1. 319, * doubly f but corrected in 'Faults efcaped* : 1. 323, ^poynant^i 
1. 328, ' bloody and so 1. 332 : 1. 330, ' rayU * is in 1609 * traile^* but see 
ssary, x.z^., on this. 
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Als when his brother faw the red bloud rayle 
Adowne fo fail, and all his armour fleepe, 
For very felneffe lowd he gan to weepe, 
And faid, Caytiue, curffe on thy cruell hond, 
That twife hath fped ; yet fhall it not thee keepe 
From the third brunt of this my fatall brond : (ftond. 
Loe where the dreadful! Death behind thy backe doth 

With that he ftrooke, and th'other ftrooke withall, 
That nothing feem'd mote beare fo monftrous might : 
The one vpon his couered (hield did fall, 341 

And glauncing downe would not his owner byte : 
But th'other did vpon his troncheon fmyte, 
Which hewing quite a funder, further way 
It made, and on his hacqueton did lyte, 
The which diuiding with importune fway, 

It feizd in his right fide, and there the dint did ftay. 

Wyde was the wound, and a large lukewarme flood, 
Red as the Rofe, thence gufhed grieuoufly ; 
That when the Paynim fpyde the dreaming blood, 
Gaue him great hart, and hope of viftory. 351 

On th'other fide, in huge perplexity. 
The Prince now ftood, hauing his weapon broke ; 
Nought could he hurt, but ftill at ward did ly : 
Yet with his troncheon he fo rudely ftroke 

Cymochles twife, that twife him forft his foot reuoke. / 

Whom when the Palmer faw in fuch diftreffe, 
Sir Guyons fword he lightly to him raught, 

1. 336, ^fpedd^ ! 1. 338, * Lo, , . behynd' : L 349, */eemd . . . mofirous ': 
1. 354» *itfard€* 
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And faid ; faire Son, great God thy right hand bleflfe, 
To vfe that fword fo wifely as it ought. 360 

Glad was the knight, & with frefh courage fraught, 
When as againe he armed felt his hond ; 
Then like a Lion, which hath long time faught 
His robbed whelpes, and at the laft them fond 
Emongil the fhepheard fwaynes, then wexeth wood & 
yond. 

So fierce he laid about him, and dealt blowes 
On either fide, that neither mayle could hold, 
Ne fliield defend the thunder of his throwes : 
Now to Pyrrhocldes many ftrokes he told ; 
Eft to Cyfnoc/Ues twife fo many fold : 370 

Then backe againe turning his bufie hond, 
Them both attonce compeld with courage bold. 
To yield wide way to his hart-thrilling brond ; 

And though they both ftood ftiffe, yet could not both 
withftond. 

As faluage Bull, whom two fierce mafliues bayt, 
When rancour doth with rage him once engore, 
Forgets with warie ward them to awayt, 
But with his dreadfull homes them driues afore. 
Or flings aloft, or treads downe in the flore, 
Breathing out wrath, and bellowing difdaine, 380 
That all the forreft quakes to heare him rore : 
So rag'd Prince Arthur twixt his foemen twaine, 

That neither could his mightie puiflfance fuftaine. 

L 359, ^fayre Sonne . . . god , . . had^ : L 360, ^fo well^ as he it ought *— 
Dr. Morris inadvertently records our text as if it belonged to 1609 only : 
1. 363, • Lyon ' : 1. 372, ^atonce ' : 1. 377, ^wary warde^ : L 379, ' treades * : 
1. 381, 'foreft'i 1. 383* 'puilfaunce: 
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But euer at Pyrrhochles when he fmit, 
Who Guyons fliield caft euer him before, 
Whereon the Faery Queenes pourtraft was writ, 
His hand relented, and the ftroke forbore, 
And / his deare hart the pifhire gan adore, 
Which oft the Paynim fau'd from deadly ftowre. 
But him henceforth the fame can faue no more ; 390 
For now arriued is his fatall howre. 

That no'te auoyded be by earthly fkill or powre. 

For when Cymochles faw the fowle reproch, 

Which them appeached, prickt with guilty fhame, 

And inward griefe, he fiercely gan approch, 

Refolu'd to put away that loathly blame, 

Or dye with honour and defert of fame ; 

And on the hauberk ftroke the Prince fo fore. 

That quite difparted all the linked frame. 

And pierced to the fkin, but bit no more, 400 

Yet made him twife to reele, that neuer moou'd afore. 

Whereat renfierft with wrath and (harpe regret^ 
He ftroke fo hugely with his borrowd blade, 
That it empierft the Pagans burganet. 
And cleauing the hard fteel^-^id deepe inuade 
Into his head, and cruell paflage made (ground, 

Quite through his braine. He tombling downe on 
Breathd out his ghoft, which to th'infemall ftiade 
Faft flying, there eternall torment found. 

For all the f innes, wherewith his lewd life did abound. 

1- 384. Vff^' : 1. 385* . for . ; 1. 386, *wHtt'i 1. 394, 'guiltie'-^ 
misprinted ^guUy * in '96 : L 398, * kaubergh' : 1. 400, * mt thore' : I. 402, 
^Jharp ' : 1. 404, * empreft^ ' but corrected in * Faults efcaped ' : 1. 407, * brayne. * 
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Which when his german faw, the ftony feare, 411 

Ran to his hart, and all his fence difmayd, 
Ne thenceforth life ne courage did appeare, 
But as a man, whom hellifh feends haue frayd, 
Long trembling ftill he flood : at laft thus fayd ; 
Traytour what haft thou doen ? how euer may 
Thy curfed hand fo cruelly haue fwayd 
Againft that knight : Harrow cind well away, 

After fo wicked deed why liu'ft thou lenger day?/ 

With that all defperate as loathing light, 420 

And with reuenge defiring foone to dye, 
Affembling all his force and vtmoft might. 
With his owne fword he fierce at him did flye, 
And ftrooke, and foynd, and lafht outrageoufly, 
Withouten reafon or regard. Well knew 
The Prince, with patience and fufferaunce fly 
So hafty heat foone cooled to fubdew : 

Tho when this breathleffe woxe, that batteil gan renew. 

As when a windy tempeft bloweth hye, 

That nothing may withftand his ftormie ftowre, 430 
The cloudes, as things affrayd, before him flye ; 
But all fo foone as his outrageous powre 
Is layd, they fiercely then begin to flipure, 
And as in fcome of his fpent ftormy fpight, 
Now all attonce their malice forth do poure ; 

1. 413, ^corage' \ 1. 414, *feendes' : 1. 415, ^JhocU^ : 1. 418, * Harrow^ 
misprinted '90 and '96 ' Horrow,* but corrected in * Faults efcaped *: 1. 419, 
^tUede ' : 1. 421, ' defyring' : 1. 423, ^/werd' : 1. 426, ^ pacimce' \ 1. 428, 
*MiJ* in '90, '96, 1609, 1611— corrected in 1679 * he' \ 1. 431, * ckwdes 
, . . thinges * : 1. 433, ^Jhvwre.^ 
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So did Sir Guyon beare himfelfe in fight, 
And fuffred rafh Pyrrhactdes waft his idle might. 

At laft when as the Sarazin perceiu'd, 

How that ftraunge fword refufd, to feme his need, 
But when he ftroke moft ftrong, the dint deceiu'd, 440 
He flong it from him, and deuoyd of dreed, 
Vpon him lightly leaping without heed, 
Twixt his two mighty armes engrafped faft. 
Thinking to ouerthrow and downe him tred : 
But him in ftrength and fkill the Prince furpaft, 

And through his nimble Height did vnder him down caft. 

Nought booted it the Paynim then to ftriue ; 
For as a Bittur in the Eagles claw. 
That may not hope by flight to fcape aliue. 
Still waites for death with dread and trembling aw ; 
So / he now fubieft'to the viftours law, 45 1 

Did not once moue, nor vpward caft his eye, 
For vile difdaine and rancour, which did gnaw 
His hart in twaine with fad melancholy. 

As one that loathed life, and yet defpifd to dye. 

« 

But full of Princely bounty and great mind. 
The Conquerour nought cared him to flay, 
But cafting wrongs and all reuenge behind, 
More glory thought to giue life, then decay, 

L 436— in my copy of '96 a contemporary MS. reads over * Sir Guyon * 
erased ' the pnnce fuw^ in 1609 ' Pri$ice Arthur * : L 437, 'ydle ' : L 439, 
*M€€de' I 1.444, * ouerthrowe* \ ib,^ *tred* — ^Dr. Morris queries ^7 treed* 
but Spenser was not finical in his rhymes, and also trusted to the readers* 
ears : L 448, ^claate'i L 450, ^waytes'i L 455, ^de/^/d'ih^S'^, 'princely * : 
L 458, 'vfTongts^ and so 1. 464. 
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And faid, Paynim, this is thy difmall day ; 460 

Yet if thou wilt renounce thy mifcreaunce, 
And my trew liegeman yield thy felfe for ay, 
Life will I graunt thee for thy valiaunce, 
And all thy wrongs will wipe out of my fouenaunce. 

Foole (faid the Pagan) I thy gift defye, 
But vfe thy fortune, as it doth befall. 
And fay, that I not ouercome do dye, 
But in defpight of life, for death do call. 
Wroth was the Prince, and fory yet withall, 
That he fo wilfully refufed grace ; 470 

Yet fith his fate fo cruelly did fall, 
His fhining Helmet he gan foone vnlace. 

And left his headlefle body bleeding all the place. 

By this Sir Guyon from his traunce awakt. 
Life hauing maiflered her fenoelefTe foe ; 
And looking vp, when as his fhield he lakt, 
And fword faw not, he wexed wondrous woe : 
But when the Palmer, whom he long ygoe 
Had loft, he by him fpide, right glad he grew, 
And faid, Deare fir, whom wandring to and fro 480 
I long haue lackt, I ioy thy face to vew ; 

Firme is thy faith, whom daunger neuer fro me drew. / 

But read what wicked hand hath robbed mee 

Of my good fword and ftiield ? The Palmer glad, 
With fo frefh hew vprif ing him to fee. 
Him anfwered ; faire fonne, be no whit fad 

1. 460, '/xM* ^cl so 1. 465: 1. 467, '^/ and so 1. 468: 1. 475, 
• mayJUred'\ 1. 479, « -«»/*— misprinted ' Haft ' in '96: ib., 'fpyde * : 1. 480, 
'/aide * : 1. 483, , after * rtad ': 1. 485, * vpry/ing' : L 486, 'fayre: 
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For want of weapons, they ftiall foone be had. 
So gan he to difcourfe the whole debate, 
Which that ftraunge knight for him fuftained had, 
And thofe two Sarazins confounded late, 490 

Whofe carcafes on ground were horribly proflrate. 

Which when he heard, and faw the tokens trew. 
His hart with great affeflion was embayd, 
And to the Prince bowing reuerence dew. 
As to the Patrone of his life, thus fayd ; 
My Lord, my liege, by whofe moft gratious ayd 
I liue this day, and fee my foes fubdewd. 
What may fuffife, to be for meede repayd 
Of fo great graces, as ye haue me fhewd, 

But to be euer bound 500 

To whom the Infant thus, Faire Sir, what need 
Good tumes be counted, as a feruile bond. 
To bind their doers, to receiue their meede ? 
Are not all knights by oath bound, to withftond 
Oppreffours powre by armes and puiffant bond ? 
Suifife, that I haue done my dew in place. 
So goodly purpofe they together fond. 
Of kindnefle and of curteous aggrace ; 

The whiles falfe Achimarge and Atin fled apace. 509 
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Cant. I IX. 




OF all Gods workes, which do this world adome, 
There is no one more faire and excellent, 
Then is mans body both for powre and forme, 
Whiles it is kept in fober gouemment ; 
But none then it, more fowie and indecent, lo 

Diftempred through mifrule and pafTions bace : 
It growes a Monfler, and incontinent 
Doth loofe his dignitie and natiue grace. 
Behold, who lift, both one and other in this place. 

After the Paynim brethren conquer'd were, 
The Briton Prince recou'ring his ftolne fword, 
And Guyon his loft fhield, they both yfeire 
Forth paffed on their way in faire accord, 



L ^ *doe* I L 10, * incedent^ but corrected in * Faults efcaped ' : L 13, 
* dignity* I L 18, ^fayre^zxidi so L 24. 
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Till him the Prince with gentle court did bord ; 
Sir knight, mote I of you this curtYie read, 20 

To weet why on your (hield fo goodly fcord 
Beare ye the pifture of that Ladies head ? 
Full liuely is the femblaunt, though the fubflance dead. 

Faire Sir (faid he) if in that pi6lure dead 

Such life ye read, and vertue in vaine fhew, . 
What mote ye weene, if the trew liuely-head 
. Of that moft glorious vifage ye did vew ? / 
But if the beautie of her mind ye knew, 
That is her bountie, and imperiall powre, 
Thoufand times fairer then her mortall hew, 30 

O how great wonder would your thoughts deuoure. 

And infinite def ire into your fpirite poure ! 

She is the mightie Queene of Faerie^ 

Whofe faire retrait I in my fhield do beare ; 
She is the flowre of grace and chailitie, 
Throughout the world renowmed far and neare. 
My liefe, my liege, my Soueraigne, my deare, 
Whofe glory fhineth as the morning ftarre, 
And with her light the earth enlumines cleare ; 
Far reach her mercies, and her prayfes farre, 40 

As well in ftate of peace, as puiffaunce in warre. 

Thrife happy man, (faid then the Briton knight) 
Whom gracious lot, and thy great valiaunce 

1. 20, *€aurtyy* : 1. 24, * fayd^ \ 1. 28, * beauty^ : L 29, * bounty^ : 1. 32, 
misprinted *ponre * in '90 : 1. 33, * Faery * : 1. 34, * retraitt . . ,'dae* i 
1. 35, 'ehaflUy [sic)\ 1. 37, ^ liefe' is 'life' in 1679: ib., ^ Soueraine* x 
1. 40, ^fraifes' : 1. 43, */<?//.* 
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Haue made thee fouldier of that PrinceflTe brigfati 
Which with her bounty and glad countenance 
Doth blefle her feruaunts, and them high aduaunce. 
How may ftraunge knight hope euer to afpire, 
By faithful! feruice, and meet amenance, 
Vnto fuch blifle ? fufficient were that hire 
For loflfe of thoufand Hues, to dye at her defire. 50 

Said GuyoHy Noble Lord, what meed fo great. 
Or grace of earthly Prince fo foueraine, 
But by your wondrous worth and warlike feat 
Ye well may hope, and eafely attaine ? 
But were your will, her fold to entertaine. 
And numbred be mongft knights oi Maydenhed^ 
Great guerdon, well I wote, (hould you remaine, 
And in her fauour high be reckoned, 

As Art/tegall, and Sophy now beene honored./ 

Certes / (then faid the Prince) I God auow, 60 

That fith I armes and knighthood firfl did plight, 
My whole defire hath beene, and yet is now. 
To feme that Queene with all my powre and m^ht 
Now hath the Sunne with his lamp-burning light, 
Walkt round about the world, and I no lefle, 
Sith of that GoddeiTe I haue fought the fight, 
Yet no where can her find : fuch happine(fe 

Heauen doth to me enuy, and fortune fauourleffe. 

1. 44, */oldi€r * : 1. 45, ' counienautue* : 1. 48, ' meeU ammaunce ' : 1. 50^ 
^die'i 1. 53, 'and' misprinted 'add' in '90: 1. 58, 'fauor' : 1. 59, ' Ar^ 
thogair : 1. 63, * fl/' : U. 64-5— 

' Seuen times the Sunne . . . 
Hath walkt . . . . ' 
leSy'ffeuen* lid.—qy.'/auauriefe'} 
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Fortune, the foe of famous cheuifaunce 

Seldome (faid Guy on) yields to vertue aide, 70 

But in her way throwes mifchiefe and mifchaunce, 
Whereby her courfe is ftopt, and paflfage ftaid. 
But you faire Sir, be not herewith difmaid, 
But conflant keepe the way, in which ye ftand ; 
Which were it not, that I am elfe deiaid 
With hard aduenture, which I haue in hand, 

I labour would to guide you through all Faery land. 

Gramercy Sir (faid he) but mote I wote, 

What ftraunge aduenture do ye now purfew ? 
Perhaps my fuccour, or aduizement meete 80 

Mote (lead you much your purpofe to fubdew. 
Then gan Sir Guyon all the ftory (hew 
Of falfe Acrqfiay and her wicked wiles. 
Which to auenge, the Palmer him forth drew. 
From Faery court. So talked they, the whiles 

They wafted had much way, and meafurd many miles. 

And now faire Phcebus gan decline in haft 
His weary wagon to the Wefterne vale, 
Whenas they fpide a goodly caftle, plaft 
Foreby a riuer in a pleafaunt dale, / . 90 

Which choof ing for that euenings hofpitale, 
They thither marcht : but when they came in fight. 
And from their fweaty Courfers did auale. 
They found the gates faft barred long ere night. 

And euery loup faft lockt, as fearing foes defpight. 

1. 73, , after ' you' \ 1. 75, 'eh' \ 1. 77, ' al Fary * : 1. 78, ' w^/<f '—still 
another of Spenser's non -rhymes — should be ^weete' x 1. 79, ' doe' \ 1. 87, 
• Phoebus . . . hafte ' : 1. 89, ' plaJU ' : 1. 92, ' thether: 
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Which when they faw, they weened fowle reproch 
Was to them doen, their entrance to forftall. 
Till that the Squire gan nigher to approch ; 
And wind his home vnder the cafUe wall, 
That with the noife it fhooke, as it would fall : i oo 
Eftfoones forth looked from the highefl fpire 
The watch, and lowd vnto the knights did call, 
To weete, what they fo rudely did require. 

Who gently anfwered. They entrance did defire. 

FJy fly> gooA, knights, (faid he) fly faft away 
If that your Hues ye loue, as meete ye (hould ; 
Fly faft, and faue yourfelues from neare decay. 
Here may ye not haue entrance, though we would : 
We would and would againe, if that we could ; 
But thoufand enemies about vs raue, no 

And with long f iege vs in this caftle hould : 
Seuen yeares this wize they vs befieged haue, (faue. 

And many good knights flaine, that haue vs fought to 

Thus as he fpoke, loe with outragious cry 

A thoufand villeins round about them fwarmd 

Out of the rockes and caues adioyning nye, 

Vile caytiue wretches, ragged, rude, deformd. 

All threatning death, all in ftraunge manner armd. 

Some with vnweldy clubs, fome with long fpeares. 

Some nifty kniues, fome ftaues in fire warmd. 1 20 

Sterne was their looke, like wild amazed fteares. 

Staring with hollow eyes, and ftiffe vpftanding heares. 

1. 97, ' entraunce,* and so 11. 104 and 108 : 1. 100, ; for , : and . for : (colon): 
1. 118, Uhreaning* : 1. 120, ^knifes . . . fier.'' 
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Fierfly / at firft thofe knights they did affaile, 
And droue them to recoile : but when againe 
They gaue frefli charge, their forces gan to faile, 
Vnhable their encounter to fuftaine ; 
For with fuch puifTaunce and impetuous maine 
Thofe Champions broke on them, that ford them fly, 
Like fcattered Sheepe, whenas the Shepheards fwaine 
A Lyon and a Tigre doth efpye, 1 30 

With greedy pace forth rufliing from the foreft nye. 

A while they fled, but foone returnd againe 
With greater fury, then before was found ; 
And euermore their cruell Capitaine 
Sought with his rafkall routs t'enclofe them round, 
And ouerrun to tread them to the ground. 
But foone the knights with their bright-burning blades 
Brolce their rude troupes, and orders did confound. 
Hewing and flafhing at their idle (hades ; (fades. 

For though th^ bodies feeme, yet fubftance from them 

As when a fwarme of Gnats at euentide 141 

Out of the fennes of -/\llan do arife, 
Their murmuring fmall trompets founden wide. 
Whiles in the aire their cluftring army flies, 
That as a cloud doth feeme to dim the fkies ; 
Ne man nor beafl may reft, or take repaft, 
For their fharpe wounds, and noyous iniuries, 

1. 123, ^ajfayle'i L 125, *fayle'\ 1. 128, */>^*: 1. 129, * Sheepe* misprinted 

^Speepe' in '96: ib,, ' Shepherds* \ 1. 133, *fownd' : 1. 134, * Capitaine* 

accepted frem 1609 for * Captaine ' of '90 and '96 : 1, 135, * rvwnd* \ 1. 136, 

*<merrone . . . grcmmd* : 1. 138, *confownd* i 1. 140, ^/eeme . . . fub- 
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Till the fierce Northeme wind bluftring blaft 
Doth blow them quite away, and in the Ocean caft 

Thus when they had that troublous rout difperfl, 150 
Vnto the caftle gate they come againe, 
And entraunce crau'd, which was denied erft. 
Now when report of that their perilous paine, / 
And combrous confli£l, which they did fuftaine, 
Came to the Ladies eare, which there did dwell, 
She forth ifTewed with a goodly traine 
Of Squires and Ladies equipaged well, 

And entertained them right fairely, as befell. 

Alma (he called was, a virgin bright ; 

That had not yet felt Cupides wanton rag^, 160 

Yet was (he wood of many a gentle knight, 

And many a Lord of noble parentage, 

That fought with her to lincke in marriage : 

For (he was faire, as faire mote euer bee. 

And in the flowre now of her fre(he(l age ; 

Yet full of grace and goodly modedee, 

That euen heauen reioyced her fweete face to fee. 

In robe of lilly white (he was arayd. 

That from her (houlder to her heele doWne raught. 
The traine whereof loofe far behind her ftrayd, 170 
Braunched with gold & pearle, moft richly wrought, 
And borne of two faire Damfels, which were taught. 
That feruice well. Her yellow golden heare 
Was trimly wouen, and in treflfes wrought, 

L 153, ^perlous * : 1. 154, *conflufl * is misprinted * comfli^ * in '96 : 1. 156, 
*Jhee^ and so 11. 161, 164, 177, iSo and 185: 1. 161, * wooed': 1. 167, 
*hcu€n*i L 171, 'ferk: 
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Ne other tyre fhe on her head did weare, 
But crowned with a garland of fweete Rofiere. 

Goodly fhe entertaind thofe noble knights, 
And brought them vp into her caftle hall ; 
Where gentle court and gracious delight 
She to them made, with mildneffe virginall, 180 

Shewing her felfe both wife and liberall : 
There when they refted had a feafon dew, 
They her befought of fauour fpeciall, 
Of that faire Caftle to affoord them vew ; 

She graunted, & them leading forth, the fame did (hew. 

Firft / fhe them led vp to the Caftle wall. 
That was fo high, as foe might not it clime, 
And all fo faire, and fenfible withall, 
Not built of bricke, ne yet of ftone and lime. 
But of thing like to that AEgyptian flime, 190 

Whereof king Nifie whilome built Bdbell towre ; 
But 6 great pitty, that no lenger time 
So goodly workemanfhip fhould not endure : 

Soone it muft turne to earth ; no earthly thing is fure. 

The frame thereof feemd partly circulare, 
And part triangulare : 6 worke diuine ; 
Thofe two the firft and laft proportions are, 
The one imperfeft, mortall, foeminine ; 
Th'other immortall, perfeft, mafculine. 
And twixt them both a quadrate was the bafe, 200 
Proportioned equally by feuen and nine ; 

1. 17s, *Hre^\ 1. 176, ^Cnrwnd^' but corrected in 'Faults efcaped': 
L 186, ^him'i 1. 188, Dr. Morris mistakenly records 1590 as mis- 
printing ^fenfible ' : 1. 191, , for ; : 1. 192, * 0,* and so 1. 196 : ib^ * a time* 
in *90, but corrected in ' Faults efcaped.* 
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Nine was the circle fet in heauens place, 
All which compafled made a goodly Diapa/e, 

Therein two gates were placed feemly well : 
The one before, by which all in did pas, 
Did th'other far in workmanfhip excell ; 
For not of wood, nor of enduring bras, 
But of more worthy fubftance fram'd it was ; 
Doubly difparted, it did locke and clofe. 
That when it locked, none might thorough pas, 210 
And when it opened, no man might it clofe. 

Still open to their friends, and clofed to their foes. 

Of hewen ftone the porch was fairely wrought, 

Stone more of valew, and more fmooth and fine. 

Then let or Marble far from Ireland brought ; 

Ouer the which was caft a wandring vine, / 

Enchaced with a wanton yuie twine. 

And ouer it a faire Portcullis hong, 

Which to the gate direftly did incline. 

With comely compaiTe, and compaflure ftrong, 220 
Neither vnfeemely fhort, nor yet exceeding long. 

Within the Barbican a Porter fate; 

Day and night duely keeping watch and ward, 
Nor wight, nor word mote paffe out of the gate, 
But in good order, and with dew regard ; 
Vtterers of fecrets he from thence debard, 
Bablers of folly, and blazers of crime. 
His larumbell might lowd and wide be hard, 

1. 202, */ett*i 1. 203, * Dydpafe' in '90 and '96, but corrected in ' Faults 
efcaped ' of former * diapa/e * : 1. 212, ^ frinuks ' : 1. 213, ^fayrdy ' : 1, 215, 
* A//' ; 1. 218, ^/ayrg' : 1. 227, ^ cryme^ : 1. 228, ^wyde.^ 
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When caufe requird, but neuer out of time ; 
Early and late it rong, at euening and at prime. 230 

And round about the porch on euery fide 
Twife fixteen warders fat, all armed bright 
In gliftring fteele, and ftrongly fortifide : 
Tall yeomen feemed they, and of great might. 
And were enraunged ready, ftill for fight 
By them as Alma paffed with her gueftes. 
They did obeyfaunce, as befeemed right. 
And then againe returned to their reftes : 

The Porter eke to her did lout with humble geftes. 

Thence (he them brought into a flately Hall, 240 

Wherein were many tables faire difpred. 
And ready dight with drapets feftiuall, 
Againft the viaundes fhould be miniftred. 
At th'upper end there fate, yclad in red 
Downe to the ground, a comely perfonage. 
That in his hand a white rod menaged. 
He Steward was hight Diet ; rype of age. 

And in demeanure fober, and in counfell fage. 

And / through the Hall there walked to and fro 

A iolly yeoman, Marfhall of the fame, 250 

Whofe name was Appetite \ he did bellow 

Both gueftes and meate, when euer in they came, 

And knew them how to order without blame, 

As him the Steward bad. They both attone 

Did dewty to their Lady, as became ; 

1. 229, * requyrd^ J !• 231, ' rownd . . . fyde ' : 1. 232, ^fixteene . . ,fatt^ : 
L 233, ^ fortify (W \ 1. 238, ^ retoumed^ i 1. 241, *fayre*i 1. 252, * meate* 
— 1679 stupidly prints * tneet' : 1. 254, * badd. 
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Who paffing by, forth led her gueftes anone 
Into the kitchin rowme, ne fpard for nicenefTe none. 

It was a vaut ybuilt for great difpence, 
With many raunges reard along the wall ; 
And one great chimney, whofe long tonnell thence, 
The fmoke forth threw. And in the midft of all 261 
There placed was a caudron wide and tall, 
Vpon a mighty furnace, burning whot, 
More whot, then Aetfi^ or flaming MangibaU : 
For day and night it brent, ne ceafed not, 

So long as any thing it in the caudron got, 

But to delay the heat, lead by mifchaunce 
It might breake out, and fet the whole on fire. 
There added was by goodly ordinaunce. 
An huge great paire of bellowes, which did ftyre 270 
Continually, and cooling breath infpyre. 
About the Caudron many Cookes accoyld. 
With hookes and ladles, as need did require ; 
The whiles the viandes in the veflell boyld 

They did about their bufinefle fweat, and forely toyld. 

The maifter Cooke was cald Concoiliofiy 
A carefuU man, and full of comely guife : 
The kitchin Clerke, that hight Digejliany 
Did order all th' Achates in feemely wife, / 
And fet them forth, as well he could deuife. 280 
The reft had feuerall offices affind, 
Some to remoue the fcum, as it did rife ; 

• L 263, ^fomaci . . . whott^ and so • whott * in 1. 264 : 1. 266, *gpH ' : 
{. 268, *fyre* I 1. 270, ^ payre* \ 1. 273, *requyre'i 1. 274, ^whyUs . . . 
viauftdes* : 1. 277, 'guy/e' : 1. 278, *clerJke* : I 281, ^afynd: 
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Others to beare the fame away did mind ; 
And others it to vfe according to his kind. 

But all the iiquour, which was fowle and waft, 
Not good nor feiiiiceable elfe for ought, 
They in another great round veffell plaft, 
Till by a conduit pipe it thence were brought : 
And all the reft, that noyous was, and nought, 
By fecret wayes, that none might it efpy, 290 

Was clofe conuaid, and to the back-gate brought. 
That cleped was Port Efquiline^ whereby 

It was auoided quite, and throwne out priuily. 

Which goodly order, and great workmans (kill 
Whenas thofe knights beheld, with rare delight, 
And gazing wonder they their minds did fill ; 
For neuer had they feene fo ftraunge a fight 
Thence backe againe faire Alma led them right, 
And foone into a goodly Parlour brought. 
That was with royall arras richly dight 300 

In which was nothing pourtrahed, nor wrought, 

Hot wrought, nor pourtrahed, but eaf ie to be thought 

And in the midft thereof vpon the floure, 
A louely beuy of faire Ladies fate, 
Courted of many a ioUy Paramoure, 
The which them did in modeft wife amate. 
And each one fought his Lady to aggrate : 
And eke emongft them litle Cupid playd 
His wanton fports, being returned late 

1. 283, 'mynd'i 1. 284, ' kynd' : L 285, 'waJU' : L 287, 'rouwd. . . 
^Jk'i 1. 291, *backgate'i L 295, 'knighies*-, L 296, ' mmdes' : 1. 309, 
*/partes . . . retaunud* 
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From his fierce warres, and hauing from him layd 310 
His cruell bow, wherewith he thoufands hath difmayd. 

Diuerfe / delights they found them felues to pleafe ; 
Some fong in fweet confort, fome laught for ioy, 
Some plaid with (Irawes, fome idly fat at eafe ; 
But other fome could not abide to toy, 
All pleafaunce was to them griefe and annoy : 
This fround, that faund, the third for fhame did blulh, 
Another feemed enuious, or coy, 
Another in her teeth did gnaw a rufh : 

But at thefe ftraungers prefence euery one did hufh. 320 

Soone as the gracious Alma came in place, 
They all attonce out of their feats arofe, 
And to her homage made, with humble grace : 
AVhom when the knights beheld, they gan difpofe 
Themfelues to court, and each a Damfell chofe : 
The Prince by chaunce did on a Lady light, 
That was right faire and frefli as morning rofe, 
But fomwhat fad, and folemne eke in fight, 

As if fome penf iue thought coftraind her gentle fpright 

In a long purple pall, whofe flcirt with gold, 330 

Was fretted all about, (he was arayd ; 
And in her hand a Poplar braunch did hold : 
To whom the Prince in curteous manner faid ; 
Gentle Madame, why beene ye thus difmaid, 
And your faire beautie do with fadneffe fpill ? 
Liues any, that you hath thus ill apaid ? 

L 311, *cruer : 1. 312, in I590mispaged * 217' for *3I7 ' ; ib., *f(mmd* : 
1. 314, *y(Uy fattt and , for ; : 1. 317, ^froOd^ : 1. 322, ^feates^ : 1. 325, 
* datnzell* : 1. 333, * prince . . . amrteous numer/ayd* : 1. 334, * difmayd* : 
1- 335t 'doe , . . fadnes' : 1. 336, ' apayd: 
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Or doen you loue, or doen you lacke your will ? 
What euer be the caufe, it fure befeemes you ill. 

Faire Sir, (faid fhe halfe in difdainefuU wife,) 

How is it, that this word in me ye blame, 340 

And in your felfe do not the fame aduife ? 

Him ill befeemes, another's fault to name. 

That may vnwares be blotted with the fame : 

Penfiue I yeeld I am, and fad in mind, 

Through great def ire of glory and of fame : 

Ne ought I weene are ye therein behind, 

That haue twelue moneths fought one, yet no where 
can her find. 

The Prince was inly moued at her fpeach. 
Well weeting trew, what fhe had raflily told ; 
Yet with faire famblaunt fought to hide the breach. 
Which chaunge of colour did perforce vnfold, 351 
Now feeming flaming whot, now flony cold. 
Tho turning foft afide, he did inquire, 
What wight fhe was, -that Poplar braunch did hold : 
It anfwered was, her name was Prayf-defire, 

That by well doing fought to honour to afpire. 

The whiles, the Faerie knight did entertaine 
Another Damfell of that gentle crew, 
That was right faire, and modefl of demaine, 

!• 337» *y^ ' from 1609 for *y<mr * of '90 and '96 : ib., * lack ' : 1. 338, 
^bee* : 1. 339, * Fayre ' : 1. 340, Dr. Morris * improves * * word^ into * mood* : 
1. 341, ^doe' I 1. 342, * (mothers * : 1. 343, *dge* : 1. 346, * beAynd* : 1. 347, 
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But that too oft fhe chaungfd her natiue hew : 360 
Straunge was her tyre, and all her garment blew, 
Clofc round about her tuckt with many a plight : 
Vpon her fift the bird, which fhonneth vew, 
And keepes in couerts clofe from liuing wight, 
Did fit, as yet aihamd, how rude Pan did her dig^t 

So long as Guyon with her commoned, 
Vnto the ground fhe caft her modeft eye, 
And euer and anone with rofie red 
The bafhfuU bloud her fnowy cheekes did dye, 
That her became, as polifht yuory, 370 

Which cunning Craftefman hand hath ouerlayd 
With faire vermilion or pure Caftory. 
Great wonder had the knight, to fee the mayd 

So ftraungely paffioned, and to her gently fayd, 

Faire / Damzell, feemeth, by your troubled cheare. 
That either me too bold ye weene, this wife 
You to moleft, or other ill to feare 
That in the fecret of your hart clofe lyes, 
From whence it doth, as cloud from fea arife. 
If it be I, of pardon I you pray ; 380 

But if ought elfe that I mote not deuife, 
I will, if pleafe you it difcure, aflay. 

To eafe you of that ill, fo wifely as I may. 

She anfwerd nought, but more abafht for fhame. 
Held downe her head, the whiles her louely face 

1. 362, ^ronvnd'x 1. 365, 'JiU'x 1. 367, *grownd'i L 368, ^rtfy*; 
1. 369, ^ blood' I 1. 372, 'fayre*i ib., * rb/Jbry '"-misprinted * kt/kry* m 
•90 and '96, but corrected in * Faults efcaped * of former : 1. 374, */aid' : 
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The flalhing bloud with blufhing did inflame. 
And the ftrong palTion mard her modeft grace, 
That Guyon meruayld at her vncouth cace : 
Till Alma him befpake, why wonder yee 
Faire Sir at that, which ye fo much embrace ? 390 
She is the fountaine of your modeftee ; 
You fhamefaft are, but Shamefajlnejfe it felfe is fhee. 

Thereat the Elfe did blufh in priuitee, 

And tumd his face away ; but fhe the fame 

DifTembled faire, and faynd to ouerfee. 

Thus they awhile with court and goodly game, 

Themfelues did folace each one with his Dame, 

Till that great Ladie thence away them fought. 

To vew her caftles other wondrous frame. 

Vp to a (lately Turret fhe them brought, 400 

Afcending by ten fteps of Alablafter wrought 

That Turrets frame moft admirable was, 
Like higheft heauen compaffed around. 
And lifted high aboue this earthly maffe, 
Which it furuew'd, as hils doen lower ground ; 
But not on ground mote like to this be found, 
Not that which antique Cadmus whylome built 
In Thebes^ which Alexander did confound ; 
Nor that proud towre of Troy^ though richly guilt, 

From which young HeSlors bloud by cruell Greekes was 
fpilt. 4 1 

The roofe hereof was arched ouer head. 

And deckt with flowers and herbars daintily ; 

1. 386, ' bioad^i 1. 392, * Shamefaftnes ': 1. 399, ^CaftUs *: 1. 405, ^/urewed^i 
L 410, * bloodJ 
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Two goodly Beacons, fet in watches flead, 
Therein gaue light, and flam'd continually : 
For they of liuing fire moft fubtilly 
Were made, and fet in filuer fockets bright, 
Couer'd with lids deuiz'd of fubftance fly, 
That readily they fhut and open might. 
O who can tell the prayfes of that makers might ! 

Ne can I tell, ne can I (lay to tell 420 

This parts great workmanfhip, & wondrous powre. 
That all this other worlds worke doth excell, 
And likeft is vnto that heauenly towre, 
That God hath built for his owne blefled bowre. 
Therein were diuerfe roomes, and diuerfe flages. 
But three the chiefeft, and of greateft powre, 
In which there dwelt three honorable fages, 

The wifeft men, I weene, that liued in their ages. 

Not he whome Greece, the Nourfe of all good arts, 
By Phcebus doome, the wifeft thought aliue, 430 
Might be compared to thefe by many parts : 
Nor that fage Pylian fyre, which did furuiue 
Three ages, fuch as mortall men contriue, 
By whofe aduife old Priams cittie fell. 
With thefe in praife of pollicies mote ftriue. 
Thefe three in thefe three roomes did fundry dwell, 

And counfelled faire Alma^ how to goueme well. 

The / firft of them could things to come forefee : 
The next could of things prefent beft aduize ; 

L 4I4, ^flanuV \ 1. 419, ? for I : 1. 421, * workemanjhip* z L 432, 
* worldes * : 1. 425, ' diuers *: 1. 431, * this^x 1. 436, ^rcratmes , . ,fmdiy,' 
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The third things paft could keepe in memoree, 440 
So that no time, nor reafon could arize, 
But that the fame could one of thefe comprize. 
For thy the firft did in the forepart fit. 
That nought mote hinder his quicke preiudize : 
He had a fharpe forefight, and working wit, 
That neuer idle was, ne once could reft a whit 

His chamber was difpainted all within, 

Witn fundry colours, in the which were writ 

Infinite fhapes of things difperfed thin ; 

Some fuch as in the world were neuer yit, 450 

Ne can deuized be of mortall wit ; 

Some daily feene, and knowen by their names, 

Such as in idle fantafies doe flit : 

Infernall Hags, Centaurs, feendes, Hippodames, 

Apes, Lions, iEgles, Owles, fooles, louers, children, 
Dames. 

And all the chamber filled was with flyes. 

Which buzzed all about, and made fuch found. 
That they encombred all mens eares and eyes. 
Like many fwarmes of Bees affembled round. 
After their hiues with honny do abound : 460 

All thofe were idle thoughts and fantafies, 
Deuices, dreames, opinions vnfound, 
Shewes, vifions, footh-fayes, and prophefies ; 

And all that fained is, as leaf ings, tales, and lies. 



1. 441, *rea/on' — Mr. J. P. Collier alleges that Drayton's copy of 
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Emongft them all fate he, which wonned there, 
That hight Phantajies by his nature trew ; 
A man of yeares yet frefh, as mote appere, 
Of fwarth complexion, and of crabbed hew, / 
That him full of melancholy did fhew ; 
Bent hollow beetle browes, fharpe flaring eyes, 470 
That mad or foolifh feemd : one by his vew 
Mote deeme him borne with ill difpofed fkyes, 

When oblique Saturne fate in the houfe of agonyes. 

Whom Alma hauing (hewed to her gueftes. 

Thence brought thS to the fecond roome, whofe wals 

Were painted faire with memorable gefles. 

Of famous Wifards, and with pifhirals 

Of Magiftrates, of courts, of tribunals. 

Of commen wealthes, of dates, of pollicy. 

Of lawes, of iudgements, and of decretals ; 480 

All artes, all fcience, all Philofophy, 

And all that in the world was aye thought wittily. 

Of thofe that roome was full, and them among 
There fate a man of ripe and perfe£l age, 
Who did them meditate all his life long. 
That through continuall pradlife and vfage. 
He now was growne right wife, and wondrous fage. 
Great pleafure had thofe (Iranger knights, to fee 
His goodly reafon, and graue perfonage, 
That his difciples both defir'd to bee ; 490 

But Alma thence the led to th'hindmoft roome of three. 



1. 466, , for ; : 1. 473, UJChmfe' in 1609: 1. 488, 'pUfure . . . knightes'x 
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That chamber feemed ruinous and old, 
And therefore was remoued farre behind, 
Yet were the wals, that did the fame vphold, 
Right firme & ftrong, though fomewhat they declind ; 
And therein fate an old old man, halfe blind, 
And all decrepit in his feeble corfe. 
Yet liuely vigour reded in his mind. 
And recompenft him with a better fcorfe : 499 

Weake body well is changed for minds redoubled forfe. 

This / man of infinite remembrance was, 

And things foregone through many ages held, 

Which he recorded ftill, as they did pas, 

Ne fuffred them to perifh through long eld. 

As all things elfe, the which this world doth weld, 

But laid them vp in his immortall ferine. 

Where they for euer incorrupted dweld : 

The warres he well remembred of king Niney 

Of old AffaracuSy and Inackus diuine. 

The yeares of Nejlor nothing were to his, 510 

Ne yet Mathufalem^ though longed liu'd ; 
For he remembred both their infancies : 
Ne wonder then, if that he were depriu'd 
Of natiue ftrength now, that he them furuiu'd. 
His chamber all was hangd about with rolles. 
And old records from auncient times deriu'd. 
Some made in bookes, fome in long parchmet fcroUes, 

That were all worme-eaten, and full of canker holes. 

1. 493, ^far^ : 1. 500, ^welis^ but corrected in * Faults efcaped* : L 501, 
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Amidft them all he in a chaire was fet, 

ToiTing and turning them withouten end ; 520 

But for he was vnhable them to fet, 

A litle boy did on him ilill attend, 

To reach, when euer he for ought did fend ; 

And oft when things were loft, or laid amis, 

That boy them fought, and vnto him did lend. 

Therefore he Anamnejles cleped is. 
And that old man Eumnejles^ by their propertis. 

The knights there entring, did him reuerence dew 
And wondred at his endlefle exercife. 
Then as they gan his Librarie to vew, 530 

And antique Rafters for to auife,/ 
There chaunced to the Princes hand to rize, 
An auncient booke, hight Briton moniments^ 
That of this lands firft conqueft did denize, 
And old diuifion into Regiments, 

Till it reduced was to one mans gouernments. 

Sir Guyon chaunft eke on another booke. 
That hight Antiquitie of Faerie lond. 
In which when as he greedily did looke ; 
Th'off-fpring of Elues and Faries there he fond, 540 
As it deliuered was from hond to hond : 
Whereat they burning both with feruent fire. 
Their countries aunceftry to vnderftond, 
Crau'd leaue of Altna^ and that aged fire, 

To read thofe bookes ; who gladly graunted their def ire. 

I. 519, 'fett' : 1. 521, 'fett ' : 1. 524, * thinges ' : L 528, *kn^htes ' : 1. 538, 
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Cant. I X. 

^1 ^^ /f chronicle of Briton kings^ ? 6^ 

^l^*y from Brute to Vthers rayne, *> S^. 

^^ -▼- ^«// r»//fj of Elfin Emperours^ ^i^ ^^ 

till time of Gloriane, J ^^ 





WHo now Ihall giue vnto me words and found, 
Equall vnto this haughtie enterprife ? 
Or who Ihal lend me wings, with which from ground 
My lowly verfe may loftily arife, 
And lift it felfe vnto the higheft fkies ? lO 

More ample fpirit, then hitherto was wount, 
Here needes me, whiles the famous aunceftries 
Of my mod dreaded Soueraigne I recount. 
By which all earthly Princes (he doth farre furmount. 

Ne vnder Sunne, that (hines fo wide and faire. 
Whence all that Hues, does borrow life and light, 
Lines ought, that to her linage may compaire, 
Which though from earth it be deriued right, 

1.4, 'rolU' : 1.7, 'haughty'i L 8, 'fro' : 1. 10, 'fkyes' : L II, 'ActAcr- 
to* : \. 12, * aunceflryes*\ L 14, ^ far^ and so 1. 21. 
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Yet doth it felfe ftretch forth to heauens hight, 
And all the world with wonder ouerfpred ; 20 

A labour huge, exceeding farre my might : 
How fhall fraile pen, with feare difparaged, 
Conceiue fuch foueraine glory, and great bountihed ? 

Argument worthy of Mceonian quill, 
Or rather worthy of great Phoebus rote, 
Whereon the mines of great OJfa hill, 
And triumphes of P/Uegrcean lone he wrote, / 
That all the Gods admird his loftie note. 
But if fome relifli of that heauenly lay 
His learned daughters would to me report, 30 

To decke my fong withall, I would affay, 

Thy name, 6 foueraine Queene, to blazon farre away. 

Thy name 6 foueraine Queene, thy realme and race, 
From this renowmed Prince deriued arre, 
Who mightily vpheld that royall mace. 
Which now thou bear'ft, to thee defcended farre 
From mightie kings and conquerours in warre. 
Thy fathers and great Grandfathers of old, 
Whofe noble deedes aboue the Northerne ftarre 
Immortall fame for euer hath enrold ; 40 

As in that old mans booke they were in order told. 

The land, which warlike Britons now pofTeffe, 
And therein haue their mightie empire ra3^d, 

1. 19, ^heuens'i 1. 21, * labor' \ 1. 23, * bounty hed' : 1. 28, * lofty' i 
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In antique times was faluage wildernefTe, 
Vnpeopled, vnmanurd, vnprou'd, vnprayfd, 
Ne was it Ifland tiien, ne was it payfd 
Amid the Ocean waues, ne was it fought 
Of marchants farre, for profits therein prayfd, 
But was all defolate, and of fome thought 
By fea to haue bene fro the Celticke mayn-land brought. 

Ne did it then deferue a name to haue, 5 1 

Till that the venturous Mariner that way 
Learning his fhip from thofe white rocks to faue, 
Which all along the Southeme fea-coaft lay, 
Threatning vnheedie wrecke and rafh decay, 
For fafeties fake that fame his fea-marke made, 
And namd it Albion, But later day 
Finding in it fit ports for fifliers trade, 

Gan more the fame frequent, and further to inuade. 

But / farre in land a faluage nation dwelt, 60 

Of hideous Giants, and halfe beaftly men. 
That neuer tailed grace, nor goodneffe felt. 
But like wild beafls lurking in loathfome den. 
And flying fafl as Roebucke through the fen, 
All naked without fhame, or care of cold. 
By hunting and by fpoiling liued then ; 
Of ftature huge, and eke of courage bold. 

That fonnes of men amazed their fternnefle to behold. 

But whence they fprong, or how they were begot, 
Vneath is to afTure ; vneath to wene 70 

1. 45, * vnproud^ : 1. 48, * merchaunts * : 1. 55, * vnheedy ' : 1. 56, ^fafety 
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That monftrous error, which doth fome aflfot. 
That DiocUfians fiftie daughters Ihene 
Into this land by chaunce haue driuen bene^ 
Where companing with feends and filthy Sprights, 
Through vaine illuf ion of their luft vnclene, 
They brought forth Giants and fuch dreadfuU wights, 
As farre exceeded men in their immeafurd mights. 

They held this land, and with their filthinefTc 
Polluted this fame gentle foyle long time : 
That their owne mother loathd their beaftlineffe, 80 
And gan abhorre her broods vnkindly crime, 
All were they borne of her owne natiue flime ; 
Vntill that Brutus anciently deriu'd 
From royall ftocke of old AJfaraos line, 
Driuen by fatall error, here arriu'd. 

And them of their vniuft poffeffion depriu'd. 

But ere he had eflablifhed his throne, 

And fpred his empire to the vtmoft fhore. 

He fought great battels with his faluage fone ; 

In which he them defeated euermore, / 90 

And many Giants left on groning flore ; 

That well can witneffe yet vnto this day 

The wefterne Hogh, befprincled with the gore 

Of mightie Goetnot, whom in flout fray 

Corineus conquered, and cruelly did flay. 

And eke that ample Pit, yet farre renownd. 
For the large leape, which Debon did compell 

1. 71, *a/<at * : 1. 72, * fifty ' : 1. 74, no , ; 1. 76, • Geaunts <S* . . . dread- 
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Caulin to make, being eight lugs of g^wnd ; 
Into the which returning backe, he fdl : 
But thofe three monflrous flones doe moll excell 
Which that huge fonne of hideous Albion^ lOl 

Whofe father Hercules in Fraunce did quell. 
Great Godnter threw, in fierce contention. 
At bold Canutus ; but of him was flaine anon. 

In meed of thefe great conquefts by them got, 
Carineus had that Prouince vtmoil weft, 
To him affigned for his worthy lot, 
Which of his name and memorable geft 
He called Comewaik^ yet fo called beft : 
And Debons fhayre was, that is Deuonjhyre : no 
But Canute had his portion from the reft, 
The which he cald Canutium^ for his hyre ; 

Now Cantium^ which Kent we commenly inquire. 

Thus Brute this Realme vnto his rule fubdewd. 
And raigned long in great felidtie, 
Lou'd of his friends, and of his foes efchewd. 
He left three fonnes, his famous progeny. 
Borne of faire Inogene of Italy ; 
Mongft whom he parted his imperiall ftate, 
And Locrine left chiefe Lord of Brit any, 120 

At laft ripe age bad him furrender late 

His life, and long good fortune vnto finall fate. 

Locrine / was left the foueraine Lord of all ; 
But AlbanaSl had all the Northrene part, 

L 99, ^rOomrmng^^ and : for , of '90 and '96 : L 105, *goii^ : L 107, 
L 118, *fitpr': h 124, ^Nmrthenu: 
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Which of himfelfe Albania he did call ; 
And Camber did poffeffe the Wefterae quart, 

« 

Which Seueme now from Logris doth depart : 
And each his portion peaceably enioyd, 
Ne was there outward breach, nor grudge in hart, 
That once their quiet gouemment annoyd, 1 30 

But each his paines to others profit flill employd. 

Vntill a nation (Iraung, with vifage fwart. 
And courage fierce, that all men did affray, 
Which through the world th6 fwarmd in euery part. 
And ouerflow'd all countries farre away. 
Like Noyes great flood, with their importune fway 
This land inuaded with like violence, 
And did themfelues through all the North difplay : 
Vntill that Locrine for his Realmes defence, 

Did head againft them make, and (Irong munificence. 

He them encountred, a confufed rout, 141 

Foreby the Riuer, that whylome was hight 
The auncient Abus^ where with courage ftout 
He them defeated in viftorious fight, 
And chafte fo fiercely after fearefuU flight. 
That forft their Chieftaine, for his fafeties fake, 
(Their Chieftaine Number named was aright) 
Vnto the mightie ftreame him to betake. 

Where he an end of battell, and of life did make. 



1. 131, ^paynes^ : L 133, * corage^ : 1. 135, ^far^ : 1. 140, * munificence^ 
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The king returned proud of viftorie, 150 

And infolent wox through vnwonted eafe, 
That fhortly he forgot the ieopardie, o . 

Which in his land he lately did appeafe, / 
And fell to vaine voluptuous difeafe : 
He lou'd faire Ladie EJlrUdy lewdly lou'd, 
Whofe wanton pleafures him too much did pleafe. 
That quite his hart from Guettdolene remou'd, 

Fro Gtiendolene his wife, though alwaies faithfull prou'd. 

The noble daughter of Corineus 

Would not endure to be fo vile difdaind, 160 

But gathering force, and courage valorous, 

Encountred him in battell well ordaind. 

In which him vanquifht fhe to fly conftraind : 

But fhe fo faft purfewd, that him fhe tooke, 

And threw in bands, where he till death remaind ; 

Als his faire Leman, flying through a brooke. 

She ouerhent, nought moued with her piteous looke. 

But both her felfe, and eke her daughter deare. 
Begotten by her kingly Paramoure, 
The faire Sabrifta almofl dead with feare, 170 

She there attached, farre from all fuccoure ; 
The one fhe flew in that impatient floure, 
But the fad virgin innocent of all, 
Adowne the rolling riuer fhe did poure. 
Which of her name now Seuerne men do call : 

Such was the end, that to difloyall loue did fall 

L 150, ^retoumed .... vuflory^ : 1. 152, ^ieopardy' : 1. 155, *letidfy*i 
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Then for her fonne, which flie to Locrin bore, 
Madan was young, vnmeet the rule of fway, 
In her owne hande the crowne ftie kept in ftore, 
Till ryper yeares he raught, and ftronger (lay : 1 80 
During which time her powre (he did difplay 
Through all this realme, the glorie of her fex, 
And firft taught men a woman to obay : 
But when her fonne to mans eftate did wex, 

She it furrendred, ne her felfe would lenger vex, 

Tho / Madan raignd, vnworthie of his race : 
For with all fhame that facred throne he fild : 
Next MemprifCy as vnworthy of that place. 
In which being conforted with Manild^ 
For thidl of f ingle kingdome him he kild. 190 

But Ebranck falued both their infamies 
With noble deedes, and warreyd on Brunchild 
In Henaultf where yet of his vi6lories 

Braue moniments remainc, which yet that land enuies. 

An happie man in his firfl dayes he was, 
And happie father of faire progeny : 
For all fo many weekes as the yeare has, 
So many children he did multiply ; 
Of which were twentie fonnes, which did apply, 
Their minds to praife, and cheualrous def ire : 200 
Thofe germans did fubdew all Germany, 
Of whom it hight ; but in the end their Sire 

With foule repulfe from Fraunce was forced to retire. 

1. 178, *> ' : 1. 186, catchword * The' in'^i 1. 190, • kmgBUm ': 1. 195, 
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Which blot his fonne fucceeding in his feat, 
The fecond Brute^ the fecond both in name, 
And eke in femblance of his puifTance great, 
Right well recur'd, and did away that blame 
With recompence of euerlafling fame. 
He with his viftour fword firft opened. 
The bowels of wide Fraunce, a forlome Dame, 210 
And taught her firft how to be conquered ; (ked. 

Since which, with fundrie fpoiles fhe hath beene ranfac- 

Let Scaldis tell, and let tell Hania^ 

And let the marfli of EJiham Bruges tell, 

What colour were their waters that fame day, 

And all the moore twixt EluerJIiam and Dell^ / 

With bloud of HenaloiSy which therein fell. 

How oft that day did fad Brunchildis fee 

The g^eene fhield dyde in dolorous vermeil ? 

That not Scuith guiridh it mote feeme to bee 220 

But rather y Scuith gdgh^ f igne of fad crueltee. 

His fonne king LeiU by fathers labour long, 
Enioyd an heritage of lafting peace. 
And built CairleiUy and built Cairleon ftrong. 
Next Huddibras his realme did not encreafe. 
But taught the land from wearie warres to ceafe. 
Whofe footfteps Bladud following in arts 
Exceld at Athens all the learned preace, 

1. 204, ' blott^ : 1. 206, ^femblaunce . . . prnffaunce ' : 1. 212, ^fondrie . . « 
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But' 
—evidently the Poet himfelf meant these lacking words to have been filled 
in, for in < Faults efcaped' (of '90) we read ^Seuith Scuith *: L 220, (.) 
removed : L 226, ^tvars'i 1. 227, ^artesj 
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From whence he brought them to thefe faluage parts, 
And with fweet fcience moUifide their flubbome harts. 

Enfample of his wondrous faculty, 231 

Behold the boyling Bathes at Cairbadon^ 
Which feeth with fecret fire eternally, 
And in their entrails, full of quicke Brimfton, 
Nourifh the flames, which they are warm'd vpon, 
That to their people wealth they forth do well, 
And health to euery forreine nation : 
Yet he at laft contending to excell 

The reach of men, through flight into fond mifchief fell. 

Next him king Leyr in happie peace long raind, 240 
But had no iflue male him to fucceed. 
But three faire daughters, which were well vptraind, 
In all that feemed fit for kingly feed : 
Mongft whom his realme he equally decreed 
To haue diuidcd. Tho when feeble age 
Nigh to his vtmoft date he faw proceed. 
He cald his daughters ; and with fpeeches fage 

Inquyrd, which of them moft did loue her parentage. 

The / eldeft Gonorill gan to proteft, 

That fhe much more then her owne life him lou'd : 
And Regan greater loue to him profeft, 251 

Then all the world, when euer it were proou'd ; 
But Cordeill faid (he lou'd him, as behoou'd : 

. Whofe fimple anfwere, wanting colours faire 
To paint it forth, him to difpleafance moou'd, 

L 229, * wh£C€ *; 1. 234, * enirailUs . . . quick * : 1. 235, * warmd ' : I. 236, 
* their* — ^in '90 and '96 misprinted *A/r,* but corrected in * Faults efcaped * 
of the former : L 237, ^forreyne ' : 1. 240, • raynd* : 1. 243, *Jitt ' : 1. 254, 
•fayn ': 1. 255, « di/pUafamue: 
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That in his crowne he counted her no haire, 
But twixt the other twaine his kingdome whole did 
fhaire. 

So wedded th'one to Maglan king of Scots, 

And th'other to the king of Cambria^ 

And twixt them fhayrd his realme by equall lots : 

But without dowre the wife Cordelia^ 261 

Was fent to Aganip of Celtka. 

Their aged Syre, thus eafed of his crowne, 

A priuate life led in Albania^ 

With Ganorilly long had in great renowne, (downe. 
That nought him grieu'd to bene from rule depofed 

But true it is, that when the oyle is fpent. 

The light goes out, and weeke is throwne away ; 

So when he had refignd his regiment, 

His daughter gan defpife his drouping day, 270 

And wearie waxe of his continuall flay. 

Tho to his daughter Rigan he repayrd, 

Who him at firft well vfed euery way ; 

But when of his departure flie defpayrd. 
Her bountie fhe abated, and his cheare empayrd. 

The wretched man gfin then auife too late, 
That loue is not, where moft it is profeft. 
Too truely tryde in his extreameft ftate ; 
At laft refolu'd likewife to proue the reft, / 

L 256, * crown , . . hayre * : 1. 257, * iwam . . , Jhayre* : L 258, 
^Scottes'i L 260, *lcttes* : 1. 262, ' Agganipp' : 1. 264, ' ledd' i 1. 266, 
* beene ' : 1. 267, no , after * if * : 1. 268, * weeke* is *wike * in 1609 — ^both— 
wkk — see Glossary s*v, : 1. 272, ' Regan ' : 1. 276) * to* A, 278, ' extremeJV 
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He to Cordelia him felfe addreft, 280 

Who with entire affeftion him receau'd, 
As for her Syre and king her feemed beft ; 
And after all an army ftrong flie leau'd, 
To war on thofe, which him had 6f his realme bereau'd. 

So to his crowne (he him reftor'd againe, 

In which he dyde, made ripe for death by eld, 

And after wild, it -fliould to her remaine : 

Who peaceably the fame long time did weld : 

And all mens harts in dew obedience held : 

Till that her fifters children, woxen (Irong 290 

Through proud ambition, againft her rebeld, 

And ouercomm^n kept in prifon long. 

Till wearie of that wretched life, her felfe (he hong. 

Then gan the bloudie brethren both to raine : 
But fierce Cundah gan (hortly to enuie 
His brother Morgan^ prickt with proud difdaine, 
To haue a pere in part of foueraintie. 
And kindling coles of cruell enmitie, 
Raifd warre, and him in battell ouerthrew : 
Whence as he to thofe woodie hils did flie, 300 

Which hight of him GlafnorgaUy there him flew : 

Then did he raigne alone, when he none equall knew. 

His fonne Riuallo his dead roome did fupply, 
In whofe fad time bloud did from heauen raine : 

1, 281, *entyre' : 1. 283, the *»* in '««' reversed : 1. 285, *reftml* : 
L 293, ^weary^: 1. 294, ^ bhody^ i 1. 295, ' enuy* : 1. 297, ^/ouerainty^ x 
1.298, ^enmity*:\,29^,'batfeUl':\,zoc},'woodyhilles.,.Jly'i\. 303, 
' Riuail . . . rvwme ' : 1. 304, * biood • . • rayne.* 
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Next great Gurguftus^ then faire Cacily 
In conftant peace their kingdomes did containe. 
After whom LagOy and Kinmarke did raine, 
And Gorbogudy till farre in yeares he grew : 
Till his ambitious (onnes vnto them twaine, 
Arraught the rule, and from their father drew, 310 
Stout Ferrex and fteme Porrex him in prifon threw. 

But / 6, the gfreedy thirft of royall crowne, 

That knowes no kinred, nor r^ardes no right, 
Stird Porrex vp to put his brother downe ; 
Who vnto him affembling forreine might, 
Made warre on him, and fell him felfe in fight : 
Whofe death t'auenge, his mother mercileffe, 
Moft mercileffe of women, VVyden hight. 
Her other fonne faft fleeping did oppreffe. 

And with moft cruell hand him murdred pittileffe. 320 

Here ended Brutus facred progenie. 

Which had feuen hundred yeares this fcepter borne. 
With high renowme, and great felicitie? 
The noble braunch from th'antique ftocke was tome 
Through difcord, and the royall throne forlorne : 
Thenceforth this Realme was into factions rent, 
Whileft each of Brutus boafted to be borne. 
That in the end was left no moniment 

Of Brutus^ nor of Britons glory auncient. 

Then vp arofe a man of matchleffe might, 330 

And wondrous wit to menage high affaires, 

1. 306, Uontayne' : 1. 307, * rayne* : 1. 308, */ar' : I 309, * Tiff* is 
*Then' in '90, and * IVhm^ in 1609: ib , * Andntious , . . twayne^ \ 
L 312, *0': 1. 315, 'forrngne'x 1. 321, ^progeny'-, 1. 323, 'felicity' \ 
1. 32s, ^roialV : L 329, * ^orie' : 1. 331, * affayres.' 
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Who ftird with pitty of the ftreffed plight 
Of this fad Realme, cut into fundry fhaires 
By fuch, as claymd themfelues Brutes rightfull haires, 
Gathered the Princes of the people loofe, 
To taken counfell of their common cares ; 
Who with his wifedome won, him ftreight did choofe, 
Their king, and fwore him fealty to win or loofe. 

Then made he head againft his enimies. 

And Ymner flew, or Logfis mifcreate ; 340 

Then Ruddoc and proud Stater^ both allyes, 
This of Albanie newly nominate, / 
And that of Cambry king confirmed late, 
He ouerthrew through his owne valiaunce ; 
Whofe countreis he redufd to quiet (late. 
And fliortly brought to ciuill gouemaunce, (aunce. 
Now one, which earft were many, made through van- 
Then made he facred lawes, which fome men fay 
Were vnto him reueald in vifion. 
By which he freed the Traueilers high way, 350 

The Churches part, and Ploughmans portion, 
Reftraining ftealth, and ftrong extortion ; 
The gracious Nunta of great Britanie : 
For till his dayes, the chiefe dominion 
By ftrength was wielded without pollicie ; 
Therefore he firft wore crowne of gold for dignitie. 

Donwallo dyde (for what may liue for ay ?) 

And left two fonnes, of pearelefle prowefle both ; 

1. 332, ^witV for ^vp^ of '96: 1. 333, *reaime . . . /ondry Jhayns* x 
1. 334i * thefelues . . . hayres ' : 1. 342, * Albany ' : 1. 345, ^countries * : 
L 346, 'ciui/e*: 1. 353, ' Britany' i 1. SSS^'M^* ' 1- 35^, 'dignity: 
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That facked Rotne too dearely did affay, 
Therecompence of their periured oth, 360 

And ranfackt Greece well tryde, whe they were wroth ; 
Bef ides fubiefted Fraunce^ and Germany ^ 
Which yet their prayfes fpeake, all be they loth, 
And inly tremble at the memory 
Of Brenniis and BellinuSy kings of Britany. 

Next them did Gurgunty great Bellinus fonne 
In rule fucceede, and eke in fathers prayfe ; 
He Eafterland fubdewd, and Danmarke wonne, 
And of them both did foy and tribute raife, 
The which was dew in his dead fathers dayes : 370 
He alfo gaue to fugitiues of Spayne^ 
Whom he at fea found wandring from their wayes, 
A feate in Ireland fafely to remayne, 

Which they fhould hold of him, as fubie6l to Britayne. 

After / him raigned GuitJteline his hayre, 
The iufteft man and treweft in his dayes, 
Who had to wife Dame Mertia the fayre, 
A woman worthy of immortall prayfe, 
Which for this Realme found many goodly layes, 
And wholefome Statutes to her huflDand brought ; 
Her many deemd to haue beene of the Fayes^ 381 
As was Aegerie^ that Nutna tought ; 

Thofe yet of her be Mertia lawes both nam'd & thought. 

Her fonnes Sifillus after her did rayne, 
And then KimaruSy and then Danius \ 

1. 361, ^weV\ 1. 363, *prai/es' I 1. 365, * kinges' : 1. 366, *Gurgiunt* i 
1- 367, ^praife ' : 1. 368, * Denmarke ' : 1. 370, * dales ' : 1. 372, * waits * : 
1. 376, 'daUs'i L 378, 'prayfe' : 1. 384, 'Si/i//us'— the way '/' is looped 
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Next whom Morindus did the crowne fuftaine, 
Who, had he not with wrath outrageous, 
And cruell rancour dim'd his valorous 
And mightie deeds, fhould matched haue the bed : 
As well in that fame field vi6lorious 390 

Againft tlie forreine Morands he expreft ; 
Yet Hues his memorie, though carcas fleepe in reft. 

Fiue fonne[s] he left begotten of one wife, 

All which fuccediuely by tumes did raine ; 

Firft Gorbaman a man of vertuous life ; 

Next Archigald^ who for his proud difdaine, 

Depofed was from Princedome foueraine. 

And pitteous Elidure put in his fted ; 

Who Ihortly it to him reftord againe. 

Till by his death he it recouered ; 400 

But Peridure and Vigent him difthronized. 

In wretched prifon long he did remaine. 
Till they outraigned had their vtmoft date. 
And then therein refeized was againe, 
And ruled long with honorable ftate, / 
Till he furrendred Realme and life to fate. 
Then all the fonnes of thefe fiue brethren raynd 
By dew fucceffe, and all their Nephewes late, 
Euen thrife eleuen defcents the crowne retaynd, 

Till aged Hely by dew heritage it gaynd. 410 

He had two fonnes, whofe eldeft called Lud 
Left of his life moft famous memory,. 

1. 386, ^fuftayne' : 1. 389, 'dgaies' : 1. 394, *rayfu* : I. 396, ^difdayne' : 
1. 397, ^foueraynt' \ 1. 399, ^agayne: 
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And endleffe moniments of his great good : 
The ruin'd wals he did reaedifye 
Of Traynatianty gainft force of enimy, 
And built that gate, which of his name is hight, 
By which he lyes entombed folemnly. 
He left two fonnes, too young to rule aright, 
Androgens and Tenantius^ pictures of his might. 

Whilft they were young, CaJJibalane their Erne 420 
Was by the people chofen in their fted. 
Who on him tooke the royall Diademe, 
And goodly well long time it gouemed, 
Till the prowd Romanes him difquieted, 
And warlike Ccefar^ tempted with the name 
Of this fweet Ifland, neuer conquered, 
And enuying the Britons blazed fame, 

(0 hideous hunger of dominion) hither came. 

Yet twife they were repulfed backe againe, 

And twife renforft, backe to their Ihips to fly, 430 

The whiles with bloud they all the fhore did ftaine. 

And the gray Ocean into purple dy : 

Ne had they footing found at laft perdie, 

Had not AndrogeuSy falfe to natiue foyle, 

And enuious of Vncles foueraintie, 

Betrayd his contrey vnto forreine fpoyle : 

Nought elfe, but treafon, from the firft this lad did foyle. 

So / by him Cafar got the viftory. 
Through great bloudfhed, and many a fad affay, 

I. 424, *prowde* : 1. 431, * bloody and , for . of '96 : 1. 436, ^ cowUrcy ' : 
1. 437, *land* : 1. 439, * blood/hed' — misprinted * bioujhed' in '96. 
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In which him felfe was charged heauily 440 

Of hardy Nennius^ whom he yet did flay, 
But loft his fword, yet to be feene this day. 
Thenceforth this land was tributarie made 
T'ambitious Rotne, and did their rule obay, 
Till Arthur all that reckoning did defray ; 
Yet oft the Briton kings againft them ftrongly fwayd. 

Next him Tenantius raignd, then Kimbeliney 
What time th'etemall Lord in flefhly flime 
Enwombed was, from wretched Adams line 
To purge away the guilt of finfull crime : 450 

O ioyous memorie of happy time. 
That heauenly grace fo plenteoufly difplayd ; 
(O too high ditty for my fimple rime.) 
Soone after this the Romanes him wrrayd ; 

For that their tribute he refufd to let be payd. 

Good Claudius^ that next was Emperour, 

An army brought, and with him battell fought. 

In which the king was by a Treachetour 

Difguifed flaine, ere any thereof thought : 

Yet ceafed not the bloudy fight for ought ; 460 

For Aruirage his brothers place fupplide, 

Both in armes, and crowne, and by that draught 

Did driue the Romanes to the weaker fide, 

That they to peace agreed. So all was pacifide. 

Was neuer king more highly magnifide, 
Nor dred of RomatteSy then was Aruirage, 

1. 445, * defrayd '—to be noted : 1. 457, * batteiU *: 1. 460, * bloody*: L 461, 
'fupplyde' : 1. 463, 'fydc'x 1. 464, 'factfyde' : 1. 466, 'drtdd: 



Cant. X] FAERIE QVEENE. 83 

For which the Emperour to him allide 
His daughter Genuifs in marriage : / 
Yet (hortly he renounft the vaffalage 
Of Rome againe, who hither haftly fent 470 

Vefpafian^ that with great fpoile and rage 
Forwafted all, till Genuijfa gent 
Perfwaded him to ceaffe, and her Lord to relent. 

He dyde ; and him fucceeded Marius^ 
Who ioyd his dayes in great tranquillity, 
Then Coyll^ and after him good Lucius, 
That firft receiued Chriftianitie, 
The facred pledge of Chriftes Euangely : 
Yet true it is, that long before that day 
Hither came lofeph of Anmathyy 480 

Who brought with him the holy grayle, (they fay) 

And preacht the truth, but fince it greatly did decay. 

This good king (hortly without iffew dide, 

Whereof great trouble in the kingdome grew, 

That did her felfe in fundry parts diuide, 

And with her powre her owne felfe ouerthrew, 

Whileft Romanes dayly did the weake fubdew : 

Which feeing (lout BundUca, vp arofe. 

And taking armes, the Britons to her drew ; 

With whom (he marched ftreight againft her foes, 490 

And them vnwares bef ides the Seuerne did enclofe. 

There (he with them a cruell battel 1 tride, 
, Not with fo good fucceffe, as (he deferu'd ; 

L 469, ^vaffaUage' : 1. 470, * hdher' : 1. 473, 'lord' : 1. 474, * cfyde* : 
1. 477, ' ChHftUmity * : L ^5, 'fondry ' : 1. 487, * dai/y : 1. 492, * dalfn'/I 
tryde: 



■A 



84 THE II. BOOKE OP THE [Cant. X. 

By reafon that the Captaines on her fide, 
Corrupted by Paulinus^ from her fweru'd : 
Yet fuch, as were through former flight preferu'd, 
Gathering againe, her Hoft (he did renew. 
And with frefh courage on the viftour feru'd : 
But being all defeated, faue a few, 
Rather then fly, or be captiu'd her felfe (he flew. 500 

O / famous moniment of womens prayfe, 

Matchable either to SemirantiSy 

Whom antique hiftory fo high doth raife, 

Or to HyfiphiV or to Thomiris : 

Her Hoft two hundred thoufand numbred is ; 

Who whiles good fortune fauoured her might, 

Triumphed oft againft her enimis ; 

And yet though ouercome in haplefle fight, 
She triumphed on death, in enemies defpight, 

Her reliques Fulgent hauing gathered, 510 

Fought with SeticrtiSy and him ouerthrew ; 
Yet in the chace was flaine of them, that fled : 
So made them viflours, whom he did fubdew. 
Then gan Caraufius tirannize anew. 
And gainft the Romanes bent their proper powre. 
But him Alle£lus treacheroufly flew, 
And tooke on him the robe of Emperoure : 

Nath'lefle the fame enioyed but fliort happy howre : 

For Afclepiodate him ouercame, 

And left inglorious on the vanquiflit playne, 520 

1. 494, ''fyde^ \ 1. 496, *• preferu^ d"" is misprinted ^perferud'' in '96: 
1. 498, ^ corage . . . vitflor* : 1. 503, ^rayfe^ \ 1. 507, ^enemis' : 1. 509, 
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Without or robe, or rs^, to hide his fhame. 
Then afterwards he in his (lead did rayne ; 
But fhortly was by Coyll in battell flaine : 
Who after long debate, f ince Lucies time, 
Was of the Britons firft crownd Soueraine : 
Then gan this Realme renewe her paflfed prime : 
He of his name Coylchejler built of ftone and lime. 

Which when the Romanes heard, they hither fent 
ConJlantiuSy a man of mickle might, 
With whom king Cc^ll made an agreement, 530 

And to him gaue for wife his daughter bright, / 
Faire Helena^ the faireft liuing wight ; 
Who in all godly thewes, and goodly prayfe 
Did far excell, but was moft famous hight 
For (kill in Muficke of all in her dayes, 

Afwell in curious inftruments, as cunning layes. 

Of whom he did great Conjiantine beget. 
Who afterward was Emperour of Rome \ 
To which whiles abfent he his mind did fet, 
OSlauius here lept into his roome, 540 

And it vfurped by vnrighteous doome : 
But he his title iuftifide by might. 
Slaying Trahemey and hauing ouercome 
The Romane legion in dreadfull fight : 

So fettled he his kingdome, and confirmd his right. 

But wanting ifTew male, his daughter deare. 
He gaue in wedlocke to Maximian, 

I. 522, * raigne *: 1. ^2Z,^batteill * : 1. 524, * tynu ' : 1. 526, * renew *: 1. 528, 
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And him with her made of his kingdome heyre, 
Who foone by meanes thereof the Empire wan, 
Till murdred by the friends of Gratian ; 550 

Then gan the Hunnes and Pi£ls inuade this land. 
During the raigne of Maximinian ; 
Who dying left none heire them to withfland, 
But that they ouerran all parts with eafie hand. 

The weary Britons^ whofe war-hable youth 
Was by Maximian lately led away, 
With wretched miferies, and woeful! ruth, 
Were to thofe Pagans made an open pray. 
And dayly fpe6lacle of fad decay: (yeares, 

Whom Rotnane warres, which now foure hundred 
And more had wafted, could no whit difmay ; 561 
Till by confent of Commons and of Peares, 

They crownd the fecond Conjlantim with ioyous teares^ 

Who / hauing oft in battell vanquifhed 

Thofe fpoilefull Pifls, and fwarming Eafterlings, 
Long time in peace his Rcalme eftablifhed, 
Yet oft annoyd with fundry bordragings 
Of neighbour Scots, and forrein Scatterlings, 
With which the world did in thofe dayes abound : 
Which to outbarre, with painefuU pyonings 570 

From fea to fea he heapt a mightie mound, 

Which from Alcluid to Panwelt did that border bound. 

Three fonnes he dying left, all vnder age ; 
By meanes whereof, their vncle Vortigere 

L 550» 'freends'i 1. 554»*^<?6'*: L 557» ' nUferyes' x 1.559, ' daUy' \ 
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Vfurpt the crowne, during their pupillage ; 
Which th'Infants tutors gathering to feare, 
Them clofely into Armarick did beare : 
For dread of whom, and for thofe Pifts annoyes, 
He fent to Germanie^ ftraunge aid to reare, 
From whence eftfoones arriued here three hoyes 580 
Of Saxons^ whom he for his fafetie imployes. 

Two brethren were their Capitains, which hight 
Hengift and HorfuSy well approu'd in warre, 
And both of them men of renowmed might ; 
Who making vantage of their ciuill iarre, 
And of thofe forreiners, which came from farre, 
Grew great, and got large portions of land, 
That in the Realme ere long they ftronger arre, 
Then they which fought at firft their helping hand, 

And Vortiger enforft the kingdome to aband. 590 

But by the helpe of Vortimere his fonne. 
He is againe vnto his rule reftord. 
And Hengift feeming fad, for that was donne, 
Receiued is to gfrace and new accord, / 
Through his faire daughters face, & flattring word ; 
Soone after which, three hundred Lordes he flew 
Of Britilh bloud, all fitting at his bord ; 
Whofe dolefuU moniments who lift to rew, 

Th'etemall markes of treafon may at Ston/teng vew. 

By this the fonnes of Conftantine^ which fled, 600 

Ambrife and Vther did ripe yeares attaine, 

1. 581, 'fafety': 1. 582, 'Capitayns '—^Capitains ' accepted for * Captains ' 
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And here arriuing, ftrongly challenged 
The crowne, which Vortiger did longe detaine : 
Who flying from his gfuilt, by them was flaine, 
And Hengijl eke foone brought to fhamefuU death. 
Thenceforth Aurelius peaceably did rayne, 
Till that through poyfon ftopped was his breath ; 
So now entombed lyes at Stoneheng by the heath. 

After him VtJier^ which Pendragon hight, 

Succeding There abruptly it did end, 6io 

Without full point, or other Cefure right, 

As if the reft fome wicked hand did rend, 

Or th'Authour felfe could not at leaft attend 

To finifh it : that fo vntimely breach 

The Prince him felfe halfe feemeth to offend, 

Yet fecret pleafure did offence empeach. 

And wonder of antiquitie long ftopt his fpeach. 

At laft quite rauifht with delight, to heare 
The royall Of fpring of his natiue land, 
Cryde out, Deare countrey, 6 how dearely deare 620 
Ought thy remembraunce, and perpetuall band 
Be to thy fofter Childe, that from thy hand 
Did commun breath and nouriture receaue ? 
How brutifh is it not to vnderftand, 
How much to her we owe, that all vs gaue, 

That gaue vnto vs all, what euer good we haue. 

But / Guyon all this while his booke did read, 
Ne yet has ended : for it was a great 

1. 603, ^detayne ' : 1. 604, ^Jlayne^^ and , for . of '96 : 1. 615, ^feemed*: 
1. 617, ' antiquity ' : I. 620, * O ' : I. 621, 'perpetual: 
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And ample volume, that doth far excead 
My leafure, fo long leaues here to repeat : 630 

It told, how firft Prometheus did create 
A man, of many partes from beafts deriued, 
And then ftole fire from heauen, to animate 
His worke, for which he was by loue depriued 
Of life him felfe, and hart-ftrings of an iEgle riued. 

That man fo made, he called Elfey to weet 
Quick, the firft authour of all Elfin kind : 
Who wandring through the world with wearie feet, 
Did in the gardins of Adonis find 
A goodly creature, whom he deemd in mind 640 
To be no earthly wight, but either Spright, 
Or Angell, th'authour of all woman kind ; 
Therefore a Fay he her according hight. 

Of whom all Faeryes fpring, and fetch their lignage 
right. 

Of thefe a mightie people fhortly grew, 

And puiffaunt kings, which all the world warrayd, 

And to them felues all Nations did fubdew : 

The firft and eldeft, which that fcepter fwayd. 

Was Elfin ; him all India obayd, 

And all that now America men call : 650 

Next him was noble ElfinaUy who layd 

Cleopolis foundation firft of all : 

But Elfiline enclofd it with a golden wall. 

1. 632, ^ parts . . . deryu^d' \ 1. 633, * heuen* : 1. 634, ^ deprytCd'* \ 
1. 635, ^him/elf, . . Aegleryu'd'i 1. 637, * kynd* and so 1. 642 : 1. 639, 
^fynd* : 1. 640, * mynd' : 1. 644, « Farye . . . «Sr» . . . ' : 1. 645, * mighty * : 
1. 646, 'puijfant kinges ' : L 651, * laid: 




90 THS II. BOOKE OF THE {Cant X 

His fonne was Elfinelly who ouercame 
The wicked Gobbelines in bloudy field : 
But Elf ant was of mod renowmed fame, 
Who all of Chriftall did Panthea build : / 
Then Elf or ^ who two brethren gyants kild, 
The one of which had two heads, th'other three : 
Then Elfinor^ who was in Magick fkild ; 660 

He built by art vpon the glaffy See (bee. 

A bridge of bras, whofe found heaues thunder feem'd to 

He left three fonnes, the which in order raynd, 
And all their Of fpring, in their dew defcents, 
Euen feuen hundred Princes, which maintaynd 
With mightie deedes their fundry gouernments ; 
That were too long their infinite contents 
Here to record, ne much materiall : 
Yet fliould they be moft famous moniments, 
And braue enfample, both of martiall, 670 

And ciuill rule to kings and ftates imperiall. 

After all thefe Elficleos did rayne, 
The wife Elficleos in great Maieftie, 
Who mightily that fcepter did fuftayne. 
And with rich fpoiles and famous viftorie, 
Did high aduaunce the crowne of Faery : 
He left two fonnes, of which faire Elferon 
The eldeft brother did vntimely dy ; 
Whofe emptie place the mightie Oberon 

Doubly fupplide, in fpoufall, and dominion. 680 

1. 655, ^bloody' : 1. 658, ^gyauntes'x 1. 659, ^ keades' \\. 660, *magick'i 
I. 662, 'heues*: 1. 666, 'fondry' : 1. 671, ' citdl . . . kingis' : L 675, 
'fpoyUs: 
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Great was his power and glorie ouer all, 
Which him before, that facred feate did fill. 
That yet remaines his wide memoriall : 
He dying left the faireft Tanaquill, 
• Him to fucceede therein, by his laft will : 
Fairer and nobler liueth none this howre, 
Ne like in grace, ne like in learned (kill ; 
Therefore they Glarian call that glorious flowre : 

Long mayft thou Glorian Hue, in glory and g^eat powre. 

Beguild / thus with delight of nouelties, 690 

And naturall defire of countreys ftate, 
So long they red in thofe antiquities, 
That how the time was fled, they quite forgate. 
Till gentle Alma feeing it fo late. 
Perforce their (Indies broke, and them befought 
To thinke, how fupper did them long awaite. 
So halfe vnwilling from their bookes them brought. 

And fairely feafted, as fo noble knights (he ought. 

1. 688, : for , of '90 and '96 : 1. 690, * BeguyW : 1. 691, ^ countreyes^ : 
I 692, *redd*\ 1. 694, ^ geutU^ in '96 (misprint): 1. d^i^fayrely' \ ib^ 
* noble * is misprinted * nobles ' in '96 : ib.,^ knightes* 
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Cant. XI. 
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^ A A ^ 

^ V 7>l/ enimies of Tempetaunce jL ^ 

ii S^ be/iege her dwelling placi : V ii 

* ^ Prince Arthur them repelles^ andfatvle ^ * 

2[ X McUeger doth deface, X ^ 

«JSi dEi ^Ei ^Ei ^Ei iSa iZi ^Ei iZi iZi iZi i^^ i^^ i^^ iZi i^^ iZi i^^ i^^ i^^ ^Ei ^Ei ^Ei iZi ^Ei ^Ei ^Ei iZi iSEi iZi iXi iXi dEl 
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WHat warre fo cruell, or what fiege fo fore, 
As that, which ftrong affections do apply 
Againft the fort of reafon euermore 
To bring the foule into captiuitie : 
Their force is fiercer through infirmitie lo 

Of the fraile flelh, relenting to their rage, 
And exercife moil bitter tyranny 
Vpon the parts, brought into their bondage : 
No wretchedneffe is like to finfull vellenage. 

But in a body, which doth freely yeeld 
His partes to reafons rule obedient. 
And letteth her that ought the fcepter weeld, 
All happy peace and goodly gouernment / 
Is fetled there in fure eftablifhment ; 
There Alma like a virgin Queene moft bright, 20 
Doth florifh in all beautie excellent : 

1. 4, 'Arthure' : 1. 6, 'crueV : 1. 7, ' doe* i 1. 8, 'ftnie'i L 9, 'fcwle 
. . . captiuity* : 1. la, ^infirmity * : 1. 13, partes* 
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And to her gueftes doth bounteous banket dight, 
Attempred goodly well for health and for delight. 

Early before the Morne with cremofin ray 
The windowes of bright heauen opened had, 
Through which into the world the dawning day 
Might looke, that maketh euery creature glad, 
Vpjpofe Sir Guyon^ in bright armour clad. 
And to his purpofd iourney him prepared : 
With him the Palmer eke in habit fad, 30 

Him felfe addreft to that aduenture hard : 

So to the riuers fide they both together far'd. 

Where them awaited ready at the ford 
The Ferriman^ as Alma had behight, 
With his well rigged boate : They go abord, 
And eftfoones gan launch his barke forthright 
Ere long they rowed were quite out of fight, 
And faft the land behind them fled away. 
But let them pas, whiles wind and weather right 
Do ferue their tumes : here I a while muft (lay, 40 

To fee a cruell fight doen by the Prince this day. 

For all fo foone, as Guyon thence was gon 
Vpon his voyage with his truftie guide, 
That wicked band of villeins frefli begon 
That caftle to affaile on euery fide. 
And lay ftrong fiege about it far and wide. 
So huge and infinite their numbers were. 
That all the land they vnder them did hide ; 

1. 23, ^for ' by error dropped in '96 : 1. 32, ^fyde ' : 1. 35, * bote * : 1. 38, 
*hehynd^ '. 1. 39, ^winde'i 1. 40, * Doe' : 1. 41, ^prince*: 1. 43, ^ guyde' \ 
1.46, 'wyde'i 1.48, 'hyde: 
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So fowle and vgly, that exceeding feare 
Their vifages impreft, when they approched neare. 50 

Them / in twelue troupes their Captain did difpart 
And round about in fitted fleades did place, 
Where each might beft offend his proper part, 
And his contrary obie6l mod deface. 
As euery one feem'd meeteft in that cace. 
Seuen of the fame againfl the Caflle g^te. 
In ftrong entrenchments he did clofely place. 
Which with incefTaunt force and endlefTe hate, 

They battred day and night, and entraunce did awate. 

The other fine, fiue fundry wayes he fet, 60 

Againfl the fiue great Bulwarkes of that pile. 
And vnto each a Bulwarke did arret, 
T'afTayie with open force or hidden guile. 
In hope thereof to win viftorious fpoile. 
They all that charge did feruently apply, 
With greedie malice and importune toyle, 
And planted there their huge artillery, 

With which they dayly made mofl dreadfull battery. 

The firfl troupe was a monflrous rablement 

Of fowle miffliapen wights, of which fome were 70 
Headed like Owles, with beckes vncomely bent. 
Others like Dogs, others like Gryphons dreare. 
And fome had wings, and fome had clawes to teare, 
And euery one of them had Lynces eyes. 
And euery one did bow and arrowes beare : 

1. 51, 'Captnn'x I. 60, '/ett'\ I. 61, ' pyle' \ I. 62, ^ arretV \ L 63, 
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All thofe were lawlefTe lufles, corrupt enuies, 
And couetous afpedles, all cruell enimies. 

Thofe fame againft the bulwarke of the Sight 
Did lay ftrong f lege, and battailous affault, 
Ne once did yield it refpit day nor night, 80 

But foone as Titan gan his head exault, / 
And foone againe as he his light withhault. 
Their wicked engins they againft it bent : 
That is each thing, by which the eyes may fault : 
fiut two then all more huge and violent, 

Beautie, and money, they that Bulwarke forely rent. 

The fecond Bulwarke was the Hearing fence, 

Gainft which the fecond troupe deffignment makes ; 
Deformed creatures, in ftraunge difference, 
Some hauing heads like Harts, fome like to Snakes, 
Some like wild Bores late rouzd out of the brakes ; 9 1 
Slaunderous reproches, and fowle infamies, 
Leafings, backbytings, and vaine-glorious crakes, 
Bad counfels, prayfes, and falfe flatteries. 

All thofe againft that fort did bend their batteries. 

Likewife that fame third Fort that is the Smell 
Of that third troupe was cruelly affayd : 
Whofe hideous fhapes were like to feends of hell. 
Some like to hounds, fome like to Apes, difmayd, 

1. 76, *enuxes '; 1. 77, * q/]^ifis , . . cruei emmyes*: 1. 80, * r(/j^i *: L 82, 
* wUhhaMlt'—9& two words in '96 : 1. 84, : for , of '90 and '96 : 1. 86, no 
, after * money* and * againft that Buhuarke lent* : 1. 88, * ajjtgnment* and 
, for ; : 1. 91, , for ; : 1. 93, *Lea/ingeSy backby tinges *: 1. 98, *feendes*i 1. 99, 
*Aoundes* — see Glossary, j.v., on this word, over which surely gratuitous 
difficulty has been made by the commentators, 
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Some like to Puttockes, all in plumes arayd : loo 
All fhap't according their conditions, 
For by thofe vgly formes weren pourtrayd, 
Foolifh delights and fond abufions, 
Wliich do that fence befiege with light illufions. 

And that fourth band, with cruell battry bent, 
Againft the fourth Bulwarke, that is the Tajl^ 
Was as the reft, a gryfie rablement. 
Some mouth'd like greedy Oyftriges, fome faft 
Like loathly Toades, fome fafhioned in the waft 
Like fwine : for fo deformd is luxury, no 

Surfeat, mifdiet, and vnthriftie waft, 
Vaine feafts, and idle fuperfluity : 

All thofe this fences Fort affayle inceffantly. 

But / the fift troupe moft horrible of hew. 
And fierce of force, was dreadfull to report : 
For fome like Snailes, fome did like fpyders fhew, 
And fome like vgly Vrchins thicke and fhort : 
Cruelly they affayled that fift Fort, 
Armed with darts of fenfuall delight, 
With ftings of carnall luft, and ftrong effort 120 

Of feeling pleafures, with which day and night 

Againft that fame fift bulwarke they continued fight 

Thus thefe twelue troupes with dreadfull puiftance 
Againft that Caftle reftleffe fiege did lay, 
And euermore their hideous Ordinance 
Vpon the Bulwarkes cruelly did play, 

1. 105, no , after * band'; L 106, * Tafte *: 1. 107, no , after * r^ *: L 108, 
^fafte' : 1. 109, 'luafte,' and so 1. ill : 1. 112, ^jfeqftes . . . yMe* : L IIS» 
\/Urce'i id., 'is': 1. 117, Uhicke' \ 1. 118, 'affayd'i 1. 120^ 'JUnges'x 
I. 123, 'pmffaunce * : 1. 125, * Ordinaunce' 
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That now it gan to threaten neare decay : 
And euermore their wicked Capitaine 
Prouoked them the breaches to affay, 129 

Somtimes with threats, fomtimes with hope of gaine, 
Which by the ranfack of that peece they fhould attaine. 

On th'other fide, the affieged Caftles ward 
Their (ledfafl (loads did mightily maintaine, 
And many .bold repulfe, and many hard 
Atchieuement wrought with perill and with paine, 
That goodly frame from ruine to fuftaine : 
And thofe two brethren Giants did defend 
The walles fo ftoutly with their fturdie maine, 
That neuer entrance any durft pretend, 139 

But they to direfull death their groning ghofts did fend. 

The noble virgin, Ladie of the place, 

Was much difmayed with that dreadfuU fight : 

For neuer was fhe in fo euill cace, 

Till that the Prince feeing her wofuU plight, / 

Gan her recomfort from fo fad aflfright, 

OfTring his feruice, and his deareft life 

For her defence, againft that Carle. to fight. 

Which was their chiefe and th'author of that ftrife : 

She him remercied as the Patrone of her life. 

Eftfoones himfelfe in glitterand armes he dight, 150 
And his well proued weapons to him hent ; 
So taking courteous conge he behight, 
Thofe gates to be vnbar'd, and forth he went. 

1. 127, . for : : 1. 128, * Capitayn ' : 1. 130, ^ gayn ' : 1. 131, * attayn ' : 
1. 132, ^/yde* I 1. 135, ^payne*i 1. 137, ^Gyauntes'i 1. 138, ^niayne'i 
L 139, *eniraunce' % 1. 141, * Virgin * : L 148, ^ctuthaurJ* 
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Faire mote he thee, the proweft and mod gent, 
That euer brandiflied bright fteele on hye : 
Whom foone as that vnruly rablement, 
With his gay Squire iiTuing did efpy. 
They reard a moft outrageous dreadfull yelling cry. 

And therewith all attonce at him let fly 

Their fluttring arrowes, thicke as flakes of fnow, i6o 

And round about him flocke impetuoufly, 

Like a great water flood, that tombling low 

From the high mountaines, threats to ouerflow 

With fuddein fury all the fertile plaine, 

And the fad hufl^andmans long hope doth throw 

A downe the ftreame, and all his vowes make vaine, 

Nor bounds nor banks his headlong mine may fuftaine. 

Vpon his (hield their heaped hayle he bore. 
And with his fword difperft the raflcall flockes. 
Which fled a funder, and him fell before, 170 

As withered leaues drop from their dried ftockes, 
Whe the wroth Weftern wind does reaue their locks ; 
And vnder neath him his courageous fteed. 
The fierce Spiimador trode them downe like docks, 
The fierce Spumador borne of heauenly feed : 

Such as Laomedon of Phcebus race did breed. 

Which / fuddeine horrour and confufed cry. 

When as their Captaine heard, in hafte he yode, 

1, I54,*/Jiyr^': L 157, ^ Squyre iffewing . . . efpyt' \ 1. 164, 'phym''. 
1. 165, , after * ihrotv,* and no , in 1. 166 after ^flreame ': L i£6, 
'vayne'x U 167, ^fuflayne'x 1. 170, *>m^*: 1. 171, 'dryed'i 1. 178 
* Cafteine.^ 
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The caufe to weet, and fault to remedy ; 
Vpon a Tygre fwift and fierce he rode, 180 

That as the winde ran vndemeath his lode, 
Whiles his long legs nigh raught vnto the ground ; 
Full large he was of limbe, and fhoulders brode, 
But of fuch fubtile fubftance and vnfound, 
That like a ghoft he feem'd, whofe graue-clothes were 
vnbound. 

And in his hand a bended bow was feene, 
And many arrowes vnder his right fide, 
All deadly daungerous, all cruell keene, 
Headed with flint, and feathers bloudie dide, 
Such as the Indians in their quiuers hide ; 190 

Thofe could he well direft and flreight as line, 
And bid them ftrike the marke, which he had eyde, 
Ne was their falue, ne was their medicine. 

That mote recure their woundes : fo inly they did tine. 

As pale and wan as afhes was his looke, 
His bodie leane and meagre as a rake, 
And (kin all withered like a dryed rooke. 
Thereto as cold and drery as a Snake, 
That feem'd to tremble euermore, and quake : 
All in a canuas thin he was bedight, 200 

And girded with a belt of twilled brake, 
Vpon his head he wore an Helmet light, 

Made of a dead mans fkull, that feem'd a ghafUy fight. 

Maleger was his name, and after him. 

There followed fall at hand two wicked Hags, 

1* I79> 9 for ; ' ^ 1S2, ^id. : 1. 189, * bloody': 1. 190, , for ; : L 199, 
no , after '/alue'i id., Uheir' (Hs\ in i^' there' : I. 196, 'dody.' 
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With hoarie lockes all loofe, and vifage gpim ; 
Their feet vnfticxi, their bodies wrapt in rags, / 
And both as fwift on foot, as chafed Stags ; 
And yet the one her other legge had lame, 
Which with a ftaffe, all full of litle fnags 210 

She did difport, and Impotence her name : 
But th'other was ItnpcUience^ arm'd with raging flame. 

Soon as the Carle from farre the Prince efpyde, 
Gliftering in armes and warlike ornament. 
His Bead he felly prickt on either fyde. 
And his mifchieuous bow full readie bent. 
With which at him a cruell (haft he fent : 
But he was warie, and it warded well 
Vpon his (hield, that it no further went, 
But to the ground the idle quarrell fell : 220 

Then he another and another did expell. 

Which to preuent, the Prince his mortall fpeare 
Soone to him raught, and fierce at him did ride. 
To be auenged of that fhot whyleare : 
But he was not fo hardie to abide 
That bitter ftownd, but turning quicke afide 
His light-foot beaft, fled fafl away for feare : 
Whom to purfue, the Infant after hide, 
So faft as his good Courfer could him beare, 

But labour lofl it was, to weene approch him neare. 

For as the winged wind his Tigre fled, * 231 

That vew of eye could fcarfe him ouertake, 

I. 206, ' hoary ' : 1. 208, , for ; : 1. 213, ^far * : 1. 225, < Aartfy' i L 228, 
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Ne fcarfe his. feet on ground were feene to tred ; 
Through hils and dales he fpeedie way did make, 
Ne hedge ne ditch his readie paiTage brake, • 
And in his flight the villein tum'd his face, 
(As wonts the Tartar by the Cafpian lake, 
When as the Ruffian him in fight does chace) 
Vnto his Tygres taile, and (hot at him apace. 

Apace / he fhot, and yet he fled apace, 240 

Still as the greedy kni^t nigh to him drew, 
And oftentimes he would relent his pace, 
That him his foe more fiercely fliould purfew ; 
Who when his vncouth manner he did vew, 
He gan auize to follow him no more, 
But keepe his (landing, and his fhafles efchew, 
Vntill he quite had fpent his perlous (lore. 

And then aflfayle him fre(h, ere he could (hift for more. 

But that lame Hag, dill as abroad he drew 

His wicked arrowes, gathered them againe, 250 

And to him brought, fre(h battell to renew : 
Which he efpying, cad her to redraine 
From yielding fuccour to that curfed Swaine, 
And her attaching, thought her hands to tye ; 
But foone as him difmounted on the plaine. 
That other Hag did farre away efpy 

Binding her fider, fhe to him ran hadily. 

And catching hold of him, as downe he lent, 
Him backward ouerthrew, and downe him dayd 

1, 234, *'fpeedy^ : 1. 243, ^pour/ew' : 1. 251, no , after ^brought' i id, 
^batteUr : 1. 256, ^efpye'\ 1. 259, *backeward,' 
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With their rude hands and griefly graplement, 260 
Till that the villein comming to their ayd, 
Vpon him fell, and lode vpon him layd ; 
Full litle wanted, but he had him flaine, 
And of the battell balefuU end had made, 
Had not his gentle Squire beheld his paine, 
And commen to his refkew, ere his bitter bane. 

So greateft and moft glorious thing on ground 
May often need the helpe of weaker hand ; 
So feeble is man's (late, and life vnfound, 
That in afTurance it may neuer ftand, / 270 

Till it difTolued be from earthly band. 
Proofe be thou Prince, the proweft man aliue, 
And nobleft borne of all in Briton land ; 
Yet thee fierce Fortune did fo nearely driue. 

That had not grace thee bleft, thou fhouldeft not furuiue. 

The Squire arriuing, fiercely in his armes 

Snatcht firft the one, and then the other lade, 
His chiefefl lets and authors of his harmes, 
And them perforce withheld with threatned blade, 
Leaft that his Lord they fliould behind inuade ; 280 
The whiles the Prince prickt with reprochfull fhame, 
As one awakt out of long flombring fliade, 
Reuiuing thought of glorie and of fame, 

Vnited all his powres to purge himfelfe from blame. 

1. 260, * handes . . . gryejly ' : L 261, * ayd^ is misprinted * aye * : 1. 270^ 
*aOuraunce^ : 1. 272, * alyue* : L 273, * Britom^' but corrected in * Fanlts 
efcaped ' by ^Britayne ': 1. 275, ^funmu ' the correction in 'Faults efcaped' 
of '1590, which as well as '96 prints ^reuiue* : 1. 276, < Squyre' : 1. 278, 
'Utis'x 1. 280, ^bthuuU'x L 282, 'awakte'x 1. 283, ^rtuiuyng . . . 
gbry.^ 
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Like as a fire, the which in hollow caue 

Hath long bene vnderkept, and downe fuppreft, 

With murmurous difdaine doth inly raue, 

And grudge, in fo ftreight prifon to be preft. 

At lafl breakes forth with furious vnreft, 

And ftriues to mount vnto his natiue feat ; 290 

All that did earft it hinder and moled. 

It now deuoures with flames and fcorching heat, 

And carries into fmoake with rage and horror great. 

So mightily the Briton Prince him rouzd 

Out of his hold, and broke his caitiue bands. 
And as a Beare whom angry curres haue touzd, 
Hauing ofT-fhakt them, and efcapt their hands, 
Becomes more fell, and all that him withflands 
Treads downe and ouerthrowes. Now had the Carle 
Alighted from his Tigre, and his hands 300 

Difcharged of his bow and deadly quar'le. 

To seize vpon his foe flat lying on the marie. 

Which / now him tumd to difauantage deare ; 
For neither can he fly, nor other harme. 
But trufl vnto his flrength and manhood meare, 
Sith now he is farre from his monflrous fwarme, 
And of his weapons did himfelfe difarme. 
The knight yet wrothfull for his late difgrace. 
Fiercely aduaunft his valorous right arme, 
And him fo fore fmote with his yron mace, 310 

That groueling to the ground he fell, and fild his place. 

1. 286, * dmm ' : 1. 287, 'difdayn ' : 1. 289, * infeft' [su^ : 1. 295, ' holde 
. . , caytme^i 1. 299, ^down'i 1. 302, ^ flatt' : 1. 306, 'far'x 1. 310, 
*fmatt.* 
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Well weened he, that field was then his owne, 
And all his labour brought to happie end, 
When fuddein vp the villein ouerthrowne. 
Out of his fwowne arofe, frefh to contend, 
And gan hjmfelfe to fecond battell bend. 
As hurt he had not bene. Thereby there lay 
An huge great ftone, which ftood vpon one end, 
And had not bene remoued many a day ; 319 

Some land-marke feem'd to be, or figne of fundry way. 

The fame he fnatcht, and with exceeding fway 
Threw at his foe, who was right well aware 
To fhunne the engin of his meant decay ; 
It booted not to thinke that throw to beare, 
But ground he gaue, and lightly leapt areare : 
Eft fierce returning, as a Faulcon faire 
That once hath failed of her foufe full neare, 
Remounts againe into the open aire, 

And vnto better fortune doth her felfe prepaire. 

So braue returning, with his brandiflit blade, 330 

He to the Carle himfelfe againe addreft. 
And ftrooke at him fo ftemely, that he made 
An open paffage through his riuen breft, / 
That halfe the fteele behind his back did reft ; 
Which drawing backe, he looked euermore 
When the hart blood fhould gufh out of his cheft, 

1. 312, ^ hee^ \ 1. 313, ^ labor . . . happy' : 1. 314, ^viUane'i 1. 316, 
^battailV : 1. 317, ' beetu' \ 1. 323, *Jhonne' : 1. 325, ^U^' : 1. 326, ^ EfU 
. , . faulcon fayre' : 1. 328, * ayre ' : 1. 329, ^ prepayre * : 1. 330, * nUmm* 
ing* : 1. 331, * him felfe agayn' : ^1. 334, * backe'' \ J. 336, * bloody* and so 
11. 339 and 360. 
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Or his dead corfe fhould fall vpon the flore ; 
But his dead corfe vpon the flore fell nathemore. 

Ne drop of bloud appeared fhed to bee, 

All were the wounde fo wide and wonderous, 340 

That through his carkafle one might plainely fee : 

Halfe in a maze with horror hideous, 

And halfe in rage, to be deluded thus, 

Againe through both the fides he ftrooke him quight. 

That made his fpright to grone full piteous : 

Yet nathemore forth fled his groning fpright, 

But freftily as at firft, prepard himfelfe to fight. 

Thereat he fmitten was with great affright. 
And trembling terror did his hart apall, 
Ne wift he, what to thinke of that fame fight, 350 
Ne what to fay, ne what to doe at all ; 
He doubted, leaft it were fome magicall 
Illufion, that did beguile his fenfe. 
Or wandring ghoft, that wanted funerall, 
Or aerie fpirit vnder falfe pretence, 

Or hellifh feend rayfd vp through diuelifh fcience. 

His wonder farre exceeded reafons reach. 
That he began to doubt his dazeled fight. 
And oft of error did himfelfe appeach : 
Flefli without bloud, a perfon without fpright, 360 
Wounds without hurt, a bodie without might. 
That could doe harme, yet could not harmed bee, 
That could not die, yet feem'd a mortall wight, 



1, 340, ^vxmmd'*', 1. 341, * carcas . . . playtUy* \ 1. 344, ^ Again 
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That was mod ftrong in moft infirmitee ; 
Like did he neuer heare, like did he neuer fee. 

A while /he flood in this aftonifhment, 
Yet would he not for all his great difmay 
Giue ouer to effeft his firft intent, 
And th'vtmoft meanes of viftorie alTay, 
Or th'vtmoft iffew of his owne decay. 370 

His owne good fword Mordure^ that neuer fayld 
At need, till now, he lightly threw away. 
And his bright (hield, that nought him now auayld, 

And with his naked hands him forcibly aflayld. 

Twixt his two mightie armes him vp he fnatcht, 
And cruflit his carkafle fo againft his breft, 
That the difdainfull foule he thence difpatcht, 
And th'idle breath all vtterly expreft : 
Tho when he felt him dead, a downe he keft 
The lumpifh corfe vnto the fenfeleffe grownd ; 380 
Adowne he keft it with fo puiflant wreft. 
That backe againe it did aloft rebownd. 

And gaue againft his mother earth a gronefuU fownd. 

As when lotus harneffe-bearing Bird from hie 
Stoupes at a flying heron with proud difdaine, 
The ftone-dead quarrey fals fo forciblie, 
That it rebounds againft the lowly plaine, 
A fecond fall redoubling backe againe. 
Then thought the Prince all perill fure was paft, 
And that he viftor onely did remaine ; 390 

1. 369, ^vidlory* I 1. 370, * yjfew' \ 1. 376, ^carcas'i 1. 377, ^fiivU' \ 
1.378, 'ydU'x 1. 380, '/enceUfe'i 1. 384, ' hye' i 1. 385, ' difdayne' x 
L 386, ^ falls . . . forcibyU* : 1. 387, *yt rebcwnds . . . playne ' : 1. 388, 
^agaytu'i 1. 389, ^ peril' : 1. 390, * remayne.' 
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No fooner thought, then that the Carle as faft 
Gan heap huge ftrokes on him, as ere he downe was 
cad. 

Nigh his wits end then woxe th'amazed knight, 
And thought his labour loft and trauell vaine, 
Againft this lifeleffe fliadow fo to fight : 
Yet life he faw, and felt his mightie maine, / 
That whiles he marueild ftill, did ftill him paine : 
For thy he gan fome other wayes aduize, 
How to take life from that dead-Huing fwaine, 
Whom ftill he marked frefhly to arize 400 

From th'earth, & from her wombe new fpirits to reprize. 

He then remembred well, that had bene fayd, 

How th'Earth his mother was, and firft him bore ; 

She eke fo often, as his life decayd. 

Did life with vfury to him reftore, 

And rayfd him vp much ftronger then before. 

So foone as he vnto her wombe did fall ; 

Therefore to ground he would him caft no more, 

Ne him commit to graue terreftriall, 

But beare him farre from hope of fuccour vfuall. 410 

Tho vp he caught him twixt his puifTant hands. 
And hauing fcruzd out of his carrion corfe 
The lothfuU life, now loofd from f infull bands, 
Vpon his flioulders carried him perforfe 

1. 392, ^down* : 1. 394, * labor . . , vayne' : L 395, * his^' but corrected 
in • Faults efcaped' : 1. 396, * mighty mayne ' : 1. 397, ^paytu* : 1. 399, 
*/wayne*i 1. 401, ^womb*i 1. 404, ^Jhee* i 1. 406, *rey/d*\ I. 408, 
^gromnd^ : 1. 409, ^c(nnmitt,* 
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Aboue three furlongs, taking his full courfe, 
Vntill he came vnto a (landing lake ; 
Him thereinto he threw without remorfe, 
Ne ftird, till hope of life did him forfake ; (make. 
So end of that Carles dayes, and his owne paines did 

Which when thofe wicked Hags from farre did fpy, 
Like two mad dogs they ran about the lands, 42 1 
And th'one of them with dreadfull yelling cry, 
Throwing away her broken chaines and bands, 
And hauing quencht her burning fier brands, 
Hedlong her felfe did call into that lake ; 
But Impotence with her owne wilfull hands. 
One of Malegers curfed darts did take, 

So riu'd her trembling hart, and wicked end did make. 

Thus / now alone he conquerour remaines ; 

Tho comming to his Squire, that kept his deed, 430 
Thought to haue mounted, but his feeble vaines 
Him faild thereto, and ferued not his need, (bleed. 
Through loffe of bloud, which from his \/ounds did 
That he began to faint, and life decay ; 
But his good Squire him helping vp with fpeed. 
With ftedfaft hand vpon his horfe did (lay, 

And led him to the Caftle by the beaten way. 

Where many Groomes and Squiers readie were. 
To take him from his fleed full tenderly, 
And eke the faireft Alma met him there 440 

With balme and wine and coftly fpicery, 

1. 419, ^Paynes * ! 1. 420, ^far . . fpye^ : 1. 412, ^crye^i 1. 428, 'ryu'd*t 
1. 430, ^cumming . . . Squyre'x 1. 433, * blood 'x 1. 435, * Squyre^x 1. 438, 
* Squyres ready ^ \ 1. 440, ^fayrejl,'' 
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To comfort him in his infirmity ; 
Eftfoones fhe caufd him vp to be conuayd, 
And of his armes defpoyled eaf ily, 
In fumptuous bed fhe made him to be layd, 
And all the while his wounds were drefling, by him 
ftayd./ 
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Guyon by Palmers gouemance^ 
paffing through perils grecUy 

Doth ouerthrow the Bowre ofblijfe^ 
and Acrajie defeat. 
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NOw gins this goodly frame of Temperance 
Fairely to rife, and her adorned hed 
To pricke of higheft praife forth to aduance, 
Formerly grounded, and faft fetteled 
On firme foundation of true bountihed ; 10 

And this braue knight, that for this vertue fights, 
Now comes to point of that fame perilous fted, 

L 443, ^Jhee^ and so 1. 445 : 1. 446, ' 0/ . . . woudsJ* 
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Where Pleafure dwelles in fenfuall delights, 
M^^ thoufand dangers, & ten thoufand magick mights. 

Two dayes now in that fea he fayled has, 
Ne euer land beheld, ne lining wight, 
Ne ought faue perill, ftill as he did pas : 
Tho when appeared the third Marrow bright, 
Vpon the wanes to fpred her trembling light. 
An hideous roaring farre away they heard, 20 

That all their fenfes filled with affright. 
And ftreight they faw the raging furges reard 

Vp to the (kyes, that them of drowning made affeard. 

Said then the Boteman, Palmer (lere aright, 
And keepe an euen courfe ; for yonder way 
We needes muft paffe (God do vs well acquight,) 
That is the Gulfe of Greedineffe^ they fay. 
That / deepe engorgeth all this worldes pray : 
Which hauing fwallowd vp exceffiuely. 
He foone in vomit vp againe doth lay, 30 

And belcheth forth his fuperfluity. 

That all the feas for feare do feeme away to fly. 

On th'other fide an hideous Rocke is pight. 
Of mightie Magnes ftone, whofe craggie clift 
Depending from on high, dreadfuU to fight, 
Ouer the wanes his rugged armes doth lift, 
And threatneth downe to throwe his ragged rift 
On who fo commeth nigh ; yet nigh it drawes 
All paffengers, that none from it can fhift : 

1. 14, • Mong/l , . . ddgers . . . thaujad Magick ' : 1. 20, ^far * : 1 21, 
* fences' I L 26, *pas , , , doe' i 1. 32, * did,' but corrected in 'Faults 
efcaped*: L 33, */yde * : I 37, , after * rift.' 
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For whiles they fly that Gulfes deuouring iawes, 40 
They on this rock are rent, and funck in helplefle wawes* 

Forward they paiTe, and ftrongly he them rowes, 
Vntill they nigh vnto that Gulfe arriue, 
Where ftreame more violent and greedy growes : 
Then he with all his puiflance doth ftriue 
To ftrike his oares, and mightily doth driue 
The hollow veflell through the threatfuU wane. 
Which gaping wide, to fwallow them aliue, 
In th'huge abyflfe of his engulfing graue, 49 

Doth rore at them in vaine, and with great terror raue. 

They paffing by, that griefly mouth did fee. 
Sucking the feas into his entralles deepe. 
That feem'd more horrible then hell to bee, 
Or that darke dreadfull hole of Tartars fteepe. 
Through which the damned ghofts doen often creepe 
Backe to the world, bad liuers to torment : 
But nought that falles into this direfull deepe, 
Ne that approcheth nigh the wide defcent. 

May backe retume, but is condemned to be drent. / 

On th'other fide, they faw that perilous Rocke, 60 

Threatning it felfe on them to ruinate. 
On whofe fharpe clifts the ribs of veffels broke, 
And (hiuered fhips, which had bene wrecked late, 
Yet ftuck, with carkafTes exanimate 
Of fuch, as hailing all their fubftiance fpent 

1. 41, * Rock* : 1. 43, * arryue* : 1. 45, ^pui/aunce . . , Jiryue'' \ 1. 46, 
* dryue' : 1. 48, ^ alyue' : 1. 50, Uerraur' : 1. 53, */eemd' : 1. 55, Ureep' : 
1, 58, * wyde ' : L 59, * retoume ' : 1. 62, ""Jharp cliftes ' : 1. 63, * beene * ; 
L 64, ^carca/es,* 
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In wanton ioyes, and luftes intemperate, 
Did afterwards make fhipwracke violent, 
Both of their life, and fame for euer fowly blent 

For thy, this hight The Rocke of vile Reproch^ 

A daungerous and deteftable place, 70 

To which nor fifti nor fowle did once approch. 
But yelling Meawes, with Seagulles hoaife and bace^ 
And Cormoyrants, with birds of rauenous race. 
Which ftill fate waiting on that waftfuU clift, 
For fpoyle of wretches, whofe vnhappie cace, 
After loft credite and confumed thrift. 

At laft them driuen hath to this defpairefuU drift. 

The Palmer feeing them in fafetie paft, 

Thus faid ; behold th'enfamples in our fights. 

Of luftfull luxurie and thriftleffe waft : 80 

What now is left of miferable wights, 

Which fpent their loofer daies in lewd delights, 

But ftiame and fad reproch, here to be red. 

By thefe rent reliques, fpeaking their ill plights ? 

Let all that Hue, hereby be counfelled. 

To ftiunne Rocke of Reproch^ and it as death to dred* 

So forth they rowed, and that Ferryman 

With his ftiffe oares did brufli the fea fo ftrong. 

That the hoare waters from his frigot ran, 

And the light bubbles daunced all along, 90 

1. 67, *afterwardcs . . , Jhipwrack^\ 1. 69, no , after */>4y' . . ,*Rock^\ 
1. 72, * hoars*: 1. 73, * CormoyrautUs'i 1. 74, ^weiting^' but corrected 'ow^- 
ting' in * Faults efcaped ' : L 75, ^fpoUe . . . vnhappy ' : 1. 76, * credit * : 
1. 79, 'faide . . . feghtes ': 1. 81, ' wightes ': 1. 82, 'delightes'-. 1. 84, 'plightes ': 
1. 86, 'dread' : L 90, 'bt^Us: 
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Whiles / the fait brine out of the billowes fprong. 
At laft farre off they many Iflands fpy, 
On euery fide floting the floods emong : 
Then faid the knight, Lbe I the land defcry, 
Therefore old Syre thy courfe do thereunto apply. 

That may not be, faid then the Ferryman 
Leafl we vnweeting hap to be fordonne : 
For thofe fame Iflands, feeming now and than. 
Are not firme lande, nor any certein wonne. 
But flraggling plots, which to and fro do ronne lOO 
In the wide waters : therefore are they hight 
The wandring Iflands, Therefore doe them fhonne ; 
For they haue oft drawne many a wandring wight 

Into mofl deadly daunger and diflreffed plight. 

Yet well they feeme to him, that farre doth vew. 
Both faire and fruitfull, and the ground difpred 
With graffie greene of delegable hew, 
And the tall trees with leaues apparelled, 
Are deckt with bloffomes dyde in white and red. 
That mote the pafTengers thereto allure ; 1 1 

But whofoeuer once hath faftened 
His foot thereon, may neuer it recure. 

But wandreth euer more vncertein and vnfure. 

As th'Ifle of Delos whylome men report 
Amid ^AegtEan fea long time did flray, 
Ne made for fhipping any certaine port, 
Till that Latona traueiling that way, 

1. 92, ^far . . . IJlandes* I 1. 93, ^floodes' : 1. 94, ^ Lo' \ 1. 95, ^ doe' : 
It 96, *^': L 97, *ww': L 100, ^Jlragling , . . doe' i \. 103, ' o/ie' i 
L 106, *grownd' I 1. 107, ^graffy' : 1. 108, ^appareled,' 
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Flying from lunoes wrath and hard aflay, 
Of her faire twins was there deliuered, 
Which afterwards did rule the night and day ; 120 
Thenceforth it firmely was eflablifhed, 
And for Apolloes honor highly herried./ 

They to him hearken, as befeemeth meete, 
And paffe on forward : fo their way does ly, 
That one of thofe fame Iflands, which doe fleet 
In the wide fea, they needes muft paffen by, 
Which feemd fo fweet and pleafant to the eye, 
That it would tempt a man to touchen there : 
Vpon the banck they fitting did efpy 
A daintie damzell, dreffing of her heare, 130 

By whom a litle fkippet floting did appeare. 

She them efpying, loud to them can call, 
Bidding them nigher draw vnto the fhore ; 
For (he had caufe to bufie them withall ; 
And therewith loudly laught : But nathemore 
Would they once turne, but kept on as afore : 
Which when fhe faw fhe left her lockes vndight, 
And running to her boat withouten ore, 
From the departing land it launched light, 

And after them did driue with all her power and might 

Whom ouertaking, (he in merry fort 141 

Then gan to bord, and purpofe diuerfly, 
Now faining dalliance and wanton fport, 
Now throwing forth lewd words immodeftly ; 

L 119, 'fayre' : 1. 127, * p/ea/aunr : 1. 135, ' huxUy \ 1. 143, 'daUi. 
ounce* : 1. 144, * wordes^ 
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Till that the Palmer gan full bitterly 
Her to rebuke, for being loofe and light : 
Which not abiding, but more fcomefully 
Scoffing at him, that did her iuftly wite. 
She turnd her bote about, and from them rowed quite. 

That was the wanton Phasdria^ which late 150 

Did ferry him ouer the Idle lake : 
Whom nought regarding, they kept on their gate, 
And all her vame allurements did forfake, 
When / them the wary Boateman thus befpake ; 
Here now behoueth vs well to auyfe, 
And of our fafetie good heede to take ; 
For here before a perlous pafTage lyes. 

Where many Mermayds haunt, making falfe melodies. 

But by the way, there is a great Quickfand, 

And a whirlepoole of hidden ieopardy, 160 

Therefore, Sir Palmer, keepe an euen hand ; 
For twixt them both the narrow way doth ly. 
Scarfe had he faid, when hard at hand they fpy 
That quickfand nigh with water couered ; 
But by the checked wane they did defcry 
It plaine, and by the fea difcoloured : 

It called was the quickfand of Vnthriftyhed. 

They paffing by, a goodly Ship did fee. 
Laden from far with precious merchandize, 
And brauely fumifhed, as fhip might bee 170 

Which through great difa«enture, or mefprize. 
Her felfe had runne into that hazardize ; 

I. 147, ^fcomfUay * : 1. 154, * Boteman * : L 156, 'fafety * : 1. 163, */aid^*: 
L 172, • rmmeC 
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Whofe mariners and merchants with much toyle. 
Laboured in vaine, to haue recur'd their prize, 
And the rich wares to faue from pitteous fpoyle, 
But neither toyle nor traueil might her backe recoyle. 

On th'other fide they fee that perilous Poole, 
That called was the VVhirUpooU of decay ^ 
In which full many had with hapleflfe doole 
Beene funcke, of whom no memorie did (lay : 1 80 
Whofe circled waters rapt with whirling fway, 
Like to a reftleffe wheele, ftill running round, 
Did couet, as they pafTed by that way. 
To draw the boate within the vtmoft bound 

Of his wide Labyrinth^ and then to haue them dround. / 

But th'heedfuU Boateman ftrongly forth did ftretch 
His brawnie armes, and all his body flraine, 
That thVtmoft fandy breach they fhortly fetch, 
Whiles the dred daunger does behind remaine. 
Suddeine they fee from midft of all the Maine, 190 
The furging waters like a mountaine rife, 
And the great fea puft vp with proud difdaine, 
To fwell aboue the meafure of his guife. 

As threatning to deuoure all, that his powre defpife. 

The wanes come rolling, and the billowes rore 
Outragioufly, as they enraged were. 
Or wrathfull Neptune did them driue before 
His whirling charet, for exceeding feare : 
For not one pufTe of wind there did appeare, 

1. 176, UraudlV \ 1. 182, ' rouning' \ 1. 184, ' bote' \ 1. 186, ' eameft 
Boteman ' : L 187, ' bodie * : 1. 188, fandy breach * [«r]— qy. misprint for 
'beach'} 1. 189, 'dredd'x 1. 199, ' winde: 
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That all the three thereat woxe much afrayd, 200 
Vnweeting, what fuch horrour ftraunge did reare. 
Eftfoones they faw an hideous hoaft arrayd, 
Of huge Sea monfters, fuch as liuing fence difmayd^ 

Moft vgly (hapes, and horrible afpe6ls, 

Such as Dame Nature felfe mote feare to fee, 
Or fhame, that euer fhould fo fowle defefts 
From her moft cunning hand efcaped bee ; 
All dreadfuU pourtraidls of deformitee : 
Spring-headed Hydraes^ and fea-fhouldring Whales, 
Great whirlpooles, which all fiflies make to flee, 210 
Bright Scolopendraes, arm'd with f iluer fcales, 

Mighty MonoceroSy with immeafured tayles. 

The dreadfull Fifti, that hath deferu*d the name 
Of Death, and like him lookes in dreadfull hew, 
The griefly Wafferman, that makes his game 
The flying fliips with fwiftneffe to purfew, 
The / horrible Sea-fatyre, that doth fliew 
His fearefull face in time of greateft ftorme, 
Huge ZiffiuSy whom Mariners efchew 
No lefle, then rockes, (as trauellers informe,) 220 

And greedy Rofmarines with vifages deforme. 

All thefe, and thoufand thoufands many more. 
And more deformed Monfters thoufand fold. 
With dreadfull noife, and hollow rombling rore, 
Came ruftiing in the fomy waues enrold, 
Which feem'd to fly for feare, them to behold : 
Ne wonder, if thefe did the knight appall ; 
For all that here on earth we dreadfull hold, 

1. 216, ^ fwiftnes," 
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Be but as bugs to fearen babes withall, 
Compared to the creatures in the feas entralL 230 

Feare nought, (then faid the Palmer well auiz'd ;) 
For thefe fame Monfters are not thefe in deed, 
But are into thefe fearefuU (hapes difguiz'd 
By that fame wicked witch, to worke vs dreed, 
And draw from on this ioumey to proceede. 
Tho lifting vp his vertuous ftaffe on hye, 
He fmote the fea, which calmed was with fpeed, 
And all that dreadfuU Armie faft gan flye 

Into great Tethys bofome, where they hidden lye. 

Quit from that daunger, forth their courfe they kept, 240 
And as they went, they heard a ruefull cry 
Of one, that wayld and pittifull[y] wept. 
That through the fea the refounding plaints did fly : 
At lad they in an Ifland did efpy 
A feemely Maiden, fitting by the (hore. 
That with great forrow and fad agony. 
Seemed fome great misfortune to deplore. 

And lowd to them for fuccour called euermore./ 

Which Guyon hearing, ftreight his Palmer bad. 

To ftere the boate towards that dolefuU Mayd, 250 
That he might know, and eafe her forrow fad : 
Who him auizing better, to him fayd ; 
Faire Sir, be not difpleafd, if difobayd : 
For ill it were to hearken to her cry ; 
For flie is inly nothing ill apayd, 

1. 231, ^/aide^ : I. 235, * proceed' : 1. 243, ^/ea refounding' 1609: 1. 250, 
*b<fte' \ 1. 253. no , after * diJpUa/d: 
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But onely womanifh fine forgery, 
Your ftubbome hart t'afFedl with fraile infirmity. 

To which when (he your courage hath inclind 
Through foolifh pitty, then her guileful! bayt 
She will embofome deeper in your mind, 260 

And for your mine at the laft awa5rt. 
The knight was ruled, and the Boateman ftrayt 
Held on his courfe with ftayed ftedfaftnefTe, 
Ne euer fhruncke, ne euer fought to bayt 
His tyred armes for toylefome wearineffe. 

But with his oares did fweepe the watry wildemeffe. 

And now they nigh approched to the (led. 

Where as thofe Mermayds dwelt : it was a (till 

And calmy bay, on th'one fide (heltered 

With the brode (hadow of an hoarie hill, 270 

On th'other fide an high rocke toured (till, 

That twixt them both a pleafaunt port they made, 

And did like an halfe Theatre fulfill : 

There thofe fiue f iders had continual! trade, 

And vfd to bath themfelues in that deceiptfuU (hade. 

They were faire Ladies, till they fondly ftriu'd 
With X)dl Heliconian maides for maidery ; 
Of whom they ouer-comen, were depriu'd 
Of their proud beautie, and th'one moyity 
Transformed / to fi(h, for their bold furquedry, 280 
But th'vpper halfe their hew retained (till. 
And their fweet (kill in wonted melody ; 

L 262, ^ Kni^ . . . Boteman'': L 264, ^ Jhroncke': 1. 272, ^plea/aunt* 
— misprinted ^ peafaunV i 1. 277, *" mayftery'' \ L 281, ^retaynedJ 
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Which euer after they abufd to ill, 
T'allure weake trauellers, whom gotten they did kill. 

So now to Guyon^ as he pafled by, 

Their pleafaunt tunes they fweetly thus applide ; 

O thou faire fonne of gentle Faery, 

Thou art in mighty armes moft magnifide 

Aboue all knights, that euer battell tride, 

O tume thy rudder hither-ward a while : 290 

Here may thy ftorme-bet veffell fafely ride ; 

This is the Port of reft from troublous toyle, 

The worlds fweet In, from paine & wearifome tunAoyle. 

With that the rolling fea refounding foft, 
In his big bafe them fitly anfwered, 
And on the rocke the wanes breaking aloft, 
A folemne Meane vnto them meafured, 
The whiles fweet Zep/iirus lowd whifteled 
His treble, a ftraunge kinde of harmony ; 
Which Guyons fenfes foftly tickeled, 300 

That he the boateman bad row eafily, 

And let him heare fome part of their rare melody. 

But him the Palmer from that vanity, 
With temperate aduice difcounfelled, 
That they it paft, and fhortly gan defcry 
The land, to which their courfe they leueled ; 
When fuddeinly a groffe fog ouer fpred 
With his dull vapour all that defert has. 
And heauens chearefull face enueloped, 

1. 286, * applyde * : 1. 287, ^fayre * : 1. 288, * mightie . . . niagnifyde ' : 
1. 289, ^batteill tryde' \ 1. 290, ' hetJurward' : 1. 291, * beU . . . tyde': 
t 293, *7vorldes . . . fro'' : 1. 301, * botenian,' 
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That all things one, and one as nothing was, 310 
And this great Vniuerfe feemd one confufed mas. / 

Thereat they greatly were difmayd, ne wift 
How to direft their way in darkeneffe wide, 
But feard to wander in that waftfull mift, 
For tombling into mifchiefe vnefpide. 
Worfe is the daunger hidden, then defcride. 
Suddeinly an innumerable flight 
Of harmefuU fowles about them fluttering, cride, 
And with their wicked wings them oft did fmight. 

And fore annoyed, groping in that griefly night. 320 

Euen all the nation of vnfortunate 

And fatall birds about them flocked were, 
Such as by nature men abhorre and hate, 
The ill-fafte Owle, deaths dreadfull meflengere. 
The hoars Night-rauen, trump of dolefuU drere. 
The lether-winged Bat, dayes enimy. 
The ruefuU Strich, ftill waiting on the bere. 
The Whiftler fhrill, that who fo heares, doth dy. 

The hellifh Harpies, prophets of fad deftiny. 

All thofe, and all that elfe does horrour breed, 330 
About them flew, and fild their fayles with feare : 
Yet ftayd they not, but forward did proceed, 
Whiles th'one did row, and th'other ftifly fteare ; 
Till that at laft the weather gan to cleare, 
And the faire land it felfe did plainly fhow. 
Said then the Palmer, Lo where does appeare 

1. 313, ^darkents'i L 314, ^wafUfulVv 1. 319, ^ofU^\ L 329, * Harpyes* i 
!• 330, *els , . . horror* : L 335, 'Jkarw.* 
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The facred foile, where all our perils grow ; 
Therefore, Sir knight, your ready armes about you throw. 

He hearkned, and his armes about him tooke, 

The whiles the nimble boate fo well her fped, 340 

That with her crooked keele the land (he ftrooke, 

Then forth the noble Guyon fallied, 

And / his fage Palmer, that him gouemed ; 

But th'other by his boate behind did ftay. 

They marched fairly forth, of nought ydred, 

Both firmely armd for euery hard affay, 

With conftancy and care, gainfl daunger and difmay. 

Ere long they heard an hideous bellowing 
Of many beads, that roard outrageoufly, 
As if that hungers point, or Ventcs fting 350 

Had them enraged with fell furquedry ; 
Yet nought they feard, but paft on hardily, 
Vntill they came in vew of thofe wild beads : 
Who all attonce, gaping full greedily, 
And rearing fiercely their vpftarting crefts, 

Ran towards, to deuoure thofe vnexpefted guefts. 

But foone as they approcht with deadly threat, 
The Palmer ouer them his ftaffe vpheld, 
His mighty flaflfe, that could all charmes defeat : 
Eftfoones their ftubbome courages were queld, 360 
And high aduaunced crefts downe meekely feld, 
In ftead of fraying, they them felues did feare. 
And trembled, as them paffing they beheld : 

!• 337i *p€rilis^i 1. 338, * Thetfore . . . arms^ : 1. 340, ^boU^ and so 
1 344 : 1. 346, ^fayrly' : 1. 350, ^ poynt' : 1. 353, ^wilde'\ 1. 355, ^ feraly 
, vp/iarin^*: 1. 360, ^corages,* 
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Such wondrous powre did in that flaflfe appeare, 
Ail monfters to fubdew to him, that did it beare. 

Of that fame wood it fram'd was cunningly, 
Of which Caduceus whilome was made, 
Caduceus the rod of Mercury^ 
With which he wonts the Stygian realmes inuade. 
Through ghaftly horrour, and eternall fhade ; 370 
Th'infemall feends with it he can afTwage, 
And Orcus tame, whom nothing can perfwade, 
And rule the Furyes^ when they moft do rage : 

Such vertue in his ftaffe had eke this Palmer fage. / 

Thence paffing forth, they fhortly do arriue, 
Whereas the Bowre of Blijfe was f ituate ; 
A place pickt out by choice of beft aliue, 
That natures worke by art can imitate : 
In which what euer in this worldly ftate 
Is fweet, and pleafing vnto liuing fenfe, 380 

Or that may dayntieft fantaf ie aggrate, 
Was poured forth with plentifull difpence, 

And made there to abound with lauifh affluence. 

Goodly it was enclofed round about, 

Afwell their entred gueftes to keepe within, 

As thofe vnruly beafts to hold without ; 

Yet was the fence thereof but weake and thin ; 

Nought feard their force, that fortilage to win, 

But wifedomes powre, and temperaunces might, 

By which the mightieft things eflTorced bin: 390 

L 370, ^horror'-, 1. 372, ^perfuade' : 1. 373, ^ doe' \ 1. 375, ^ arryue' \ 
1. 377, 'choyce . . . alyue* : 1. 380, ^/weeie' \ 1. 381, ^ daynUft fanta/y' : 
I 390i ' migteft' {sic). 
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And eke the gate was wrought of fubftaunce light, 
Rather for pleafure, then for battery or fight 

Yt framed was of precious yuory, 

That feemd a worke of admirable wit ; 

And therein all the famous hiftory 

Of la/on and Medcea was ywrit ; 

Her mighty charmes, her furious louing fit, 

His goodly conqueft of the golden fleece, 

His falfed faith, and loue too lightly flit, 

The wondred Argo^ which in venturous peece 400 

Firft through the Etixinc feas bore all the flowr of Greece. 

Ye might haue feene the frothy billowes fry 
Vnder the fhip, as thorough them fhe went, 
That feemd the waues were into yuory, 
Or yuory into the waues were fent ; 
And / other where the fnowy fubftaunce fprent 
With vermeil, like the boyes bloud therein ftied, 
A piteous fpeftacle did reprefent. 
And otherwhiles with gold befprinkeled ; 

Yt feemd th'enchaunted flame, which did Creii/a wed. 

All this, and more might in that goodly gate 411 

Be red ; that euer open ftood to all. 
Which thither came : but in the Porch there fate 
A comely perfonage of ftature tall, 
And femblaunce pleafing, more then naturall, 
That trauellers to him feemd to entize ; 
His loofer garment to the ground did fall, 

1. 394, * witt^ and all the rhyme-words in the stanza two t's : 1. 399, *'fayth : 
!• 416, ' traueilers' 
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And flew about his heeles in wanton wize, 
Not fit for fpeedy pace, or manly exercize. 

They in that place him Genius did call : 420 

Not that celeftiall powre, to whom the care 
Of life, and generation of all 
That Hues, pertaines in charge particulare, 
Who wondrous things concerning our welfare, 
And flraunge phantomes doth let vs oft forfee. 
And oft of fecret ills bids vs beware : 
That is our Selfe, whom though we do not fee. 

Yet each doth in him felfe it well perceiue to bee. 

Therefore a God him fage Antiquity 

Did wifely make, and good Agdijles call : 430 

But this fame was to that quite contrary, 

The foe of life, that good enuyes to all, 

That fecretly doth vs procure to fall. 

Through guilefuU femblaunts, which he makes vs fee. 

He of this Gardin had the gouemall. 

And Pleafures porter was deuizd to bee, 

Holding a ftaffe in hand for more formalitee. / 

With diuerfe flowres he daintily was deckt, 
And ftrowed round about, and by his fide 
A mighty Mazer bowle of wine was fet, 440 

As if it had to him bene facrifide ; 
Wherewith all new-come guefts he gratifide : 
So did he eke Sir Guyon paffing by : 
But he his idle curtef ie defide, 

1. 419, ^fitt ' : L 42g, ^perteines * : 1. 426, * ofie * : 1. 427, * doe * : 1. 434, 
^femblants ' : 1. 439, * rownd' : 1. 440, ^/ett ' : 1. 442, ^ ^atyfide' : I. 444, 
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And ouerthrew his bowle difdainfuUy ; 
And broke his ftafTe, with which he charmed femblants fly. 

Thus being entred, they behold around 
A large and fpacious plaine, on euery fide 
Strowed with pleafauns, whofe faire g^aflfy ground 
Mantled with greene, and goodly beautifide 450 
With all the ornaments of Fhraes pride, 
Wherewith her mother Art, as halfe in fcome 
Of niggard Nature, like a pompous bride 
Did decke her, and too lauifhly adome, (mome. 

When forth from virgin bowre (he comes in th'early 

Thereto the Heauens alwayes louiall, 

Lookt on them louely, dill in iledfaft (late, 

Ne fuffred ftorme nor froft on them to fall. 

Their tender buds or leaues to violate. 

Nor fcorching heat, nor cold intemperate 460 

T'a(Hi6l the creatures, which therein did dwell, 

But the milde air with feafon moderate 

Gently attempred, and difpofd fo well. 

That ftill it breathed forth fweet fpirit & holefome 
fmell. 

More fweet and holefome, then the pleafaunt hill 
Of Rhodope^ on which the Nimphe, that bore 
A gyaunt babe, her felfe for griefe did Idll ; 
Or the Theffalian Tempe^ where of yore 
Faire / Daphne Phoebus hart with loue did gore ; 

L 447, 'armvnd* : 1. 449, ^fayre . . . grownd^ : i, 450, *^ws«i^ *— mb- 
printed 'grenee* in *96: 1. 456, * Therewith : 1. 457, * Lookie* \ L 461, 
* creatures * misprinted ' crearures * in '96 : L 462, ajn^e * : L 464, * httrftm^ 
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Or Ida, where the Gods lou'd to repaire, 470 

When euer they their heauenly bowres forlore ; 
Or fweet Pamajfe, the haunt of Mufes faire ; 
Or Eeien, if ought with Eden mote compaire. 

Much wondred Guyon at the faire afpe£l: 
Of that fweet place, yet fuffred no deh'ght 
To fincke into his fence, nor mind afFefl, 
But palled forth, and lookt fUll forward right. 
Bridling his will, and maillering his mig^t : 
Till that he came vnto another gate, 
No gate, but like one, being goodly dight 480 

With boughes and braunches, which did broad dilate 

Their clafping armes, in wanton wreathings intricate. 

So faihioned a Porch with rare deuice, 
Archt ouerhead with an embracing vine, 
Whofe bounches hanging downe, feemed to entice 
All paffers by, to tafte their lulhious wine, 
And did themfelues into their hands incline. 
As freely offering to be gathered : 
Some deepe empurpled as the Hyacint, 
Some as the Rubine, laughing fweetly red, 490 

Some like faire Emeraudes, not yet well ripened. 

And them amongH, fome were of bumifht gold. 
So made by art, to beautiiie the reft. 
Which did themfelues emongft the leaues enfold. 
As lurking from the vew of coueto 

L 470, ' Ttft^fre' : L 472, 'fajfn,' and w IL 474 
f^n': I. 478, 'BrydHng . . . Maxfi^ng'i I- 
'ftemd' : L 489, ' ffyacimc,' 1611 : L 490^ '.^Mkj 
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That the weake bowes, with fo rich load oppreft, 
Did bow adowne, as ouer-burdened. 
Vnder that Porch a comely dame did reft, 
Clad in faire weedes, but fowle difordered. 
And garments loofe, that feemd vnmeet for womanhed. 

In her left hand a Cup of gold (he held, 501 

And with her right the riper fruit did reach, 
Whofe fappy liquor, that with fulneflfe fweld. 
Into her cup fhe fcruzd, with daintie breach 
Of her fine fingers, without fowle empeach. 
That fo faire wine-preffe made the wine more fweet : 
Thereof (he vfd to giue to drinke to each, 
Whom pading by fhe happened to meet : 

It was her guife, all Straungers goodly fo to g^eet. 

So (he to Guy on offred it to taft ; 510 

Who taking it out of her tender hond, 
The cup to ground did violently caft, 
That all in peeces it was broken fond. 
And with the liquor ftained all the lond : 
Whereat Excejfe exceedingly was wroth, 
Yet no*te the fame amend, ne yet withftond, 
But fuffered him to pafTe, all were (he loth ; 

Who not regarding her difpleafure, forward goth. 

There the moft daintie Paradife on ground, 

It felfe doth offer to his fober eye, 5!20 

In which all pleafures plenteoufly abound. 
And none does others happineffe enuye : 
The painted flowres, the trees vp(hooting hye, 
The dales for (hade, the hilles for breathing fpace, 

1. 510, , for ; : 1. 518, , after ^di/fUafurt ' accepted : L 521, 'abowiuL* 
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The trembling groues, the Chriftall running by ; 
And that, which all faire workes doth mofl ^grace, 
The art, which all that wrought, appeared in no 
place. 

One would haue thought, (fo cunningly, the rude. 
And fcomed parts were mingled with the fine,) 
That nature had for wantonefle enfude 530 

Art, and that Art at nature did repine ; 
So/ ftriuing each th'other to vndermine, 
Each did the others worke more beautifie ; 
So dilfring both in willes, agreed in fine : 
So all agreed through fweete diuerfitie, 

This Gardin to adorne with al) varietie. 

And in the midll of all, a fountatne ftood, 

Of richeH fubftaunce, that on earth mig^t bee, 
So pure and fliiny, that the f iluer flood 
Through euery channetl running one might fee ; 
Moil goodly it with curious imageree 54 1 

Was ouer-wrought, and Hiapes of naked boyes, 
Of which feme feemd with liuely iollitee, 
To fly about, playing their wanton toyes, 

Whileft others did them felues embay in liquid ioyes. 

And ouer all, of purefl; gold was fpred, 
A trayle of yuie in his natiue hew : 
For the rich mettall was fo coloured, 
That wight, who did not well auifd it vew, 

I. 5*5. 'chrifiall'i L S33. 'beautify'-. L S3Si ' tlaur/ity' : I. 536, 
'variefy': 1. 538, '/lUifiatice' : I. 541, 'ymagera,' aitA in 1609 'fan'' Toi 
'airieia'i L 54". '*i*rv>viigU' : I S*St ' t*^J^' ■ 1- S49i,(.)f«(.). 
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Would furely deemc it to be yuie trew : 550 

Low his lafciuious armes adown did creepe, 
That themfelues dipping in the filuer dew, 
Their fleecy flowres they tenderly did fteepe, 
Which drops of Chriftall feemd for wantones to weepe. 

Infinit ftreames continually did well 

Out of this fountaine, fweet and faire to fee, 

The which into an ample lauer fell, 

And fliortly grew to fo great quantitie. 

That like a little lake it feemd to bee ; 

Whofe depth exceeded not three cubits hight, 560 

That through the waues one might the bottom fee, 

A}1 pau*d beneath with lafpar fliining bright, 

That feemd the fountaine in that fea did fayle vpright / 

And all the margcnt round about was fet, 
With fhady Laurell trees, thence to defend 
The funny bcames, which on the billowes bet. 
And thofe which therein bathed, mote offend. 
As Guyon hapned by the fame to wend. 
Two naked Damzellcs he therein efpyde. 
Which therein bathing, feemed to contend, 570 

And wreftle wantonly, ne car'd to hyde, 

Their dainty parts from vew of any, which them eyde. 

Sometimes the one would lift the other quight 
Aboue the waters, and then downe againe 
Her plong, as ouer maiftered by might, 
Where both awhile would couered remaine, 

1. 550, ^bee'x I. 553, 'fearefully' : 1. 559, ^ litU* : 1. 560, ^ boitom^ mis- 
spelt * bottom * in ^96 : I. 564, ''fett^ and so all Uie rhyme-words in Uie stanza 
two t's : L 567, : for . : L 572, 'partes . . , tyd^ : 1. 575, *mayJkntL* 
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And each the other from to rife reftraine ; 
The whiles their fnowy limbes, as through a vele, 
So through the Chriftall waues appeared plaine : 
Then fuddeinly both would themfelues vnhele 580 
And th'amarous fweet fpoiles to greedy ^y^'& reuele. 

As that faire Starre, the meffenger of mome, 
His deawy face out of the fea doth reare : 
Or as the Cyprian goddeffe, newly borne 
Of th'Oceans fruitfuU froth, did firft appeare : 
Such feemed they, and fo their yellow heare 
Chriftalline humour dropped downe apace. 
Whom fuch when Guyon faw, he drew him neare, 
And fomewhat gan relent his earned pace, 

His ftubbome bred gan fecret pleafaunce to embrace. 

The wanton Maidens him efpying, ftood 591 

Gazing a while at his vnwonted guife ; 

Then th*one her felfe low ducked in the flood, 

Abaflit, that her a ftraunger did avife : 

But / th'other rather higher did arife, 

And her two lilly paps aloft difplayd. 

And all, that might his melting hart er^tife 

To her delights, fhe vnto him bewrayd : 
The reft hid vnderneath, him more def irons made. 

With that, the other likewife vp arofe, 600 

And her faire lockes, which formerly were bownd 
Vp in one knot, fhe low adowne did lofe : 
Which flowing long and thick, her cloth'd arownd, 

1- S79f 'chHftaU'i 1. 587, 'hunior' : 1. 597, ' entyfe' \ 1. 599, * huUi; 
and so 1. 607 : 1. 602, ' knotty 
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And th'yuorie in golden mantle gownd : 
So that faire fpcflacle from him was reft, 
Yet that, which reft it, no leffe faire was fownd : 
So hid in lockes and waues from lookers theft. 
Nought but her louely face Ihe for his looking left. 

Withall fhe laughed, and (he blufht withall, 

That blufhing to her laughter gaue more grace, 6 1 

And laughter to her blufhing, as did fall : 

Now when they fpide the knight to flacke his pace, 

Them to behold, and in his fparkling face 

The fecret fignes of kindled lufl appeare. 

Their wanton meriments they did encreace, 

And to him beckned, to approch more neare, (reare. 

And fhewd him many fights, that courage cold could 

On which when gazing him the Palmer faw, 
He much rebukt thofe wandring eyes of his, 
And counfeld well, him forward thence did draw. 
Now are they come nigh to the Boivre of bits 62 1 
Of her fond fauorites fo nam'd amis : 
When thus the Palmer ; Now Sir, well auife ; 
For here the end of all our trauell is : 
Here wonnes Acrafiay whom we mufl furprife, 

Elfe fhe will flip away, and all our drifl defpife. / 

Eftfoones they heard a moft melodious found, 
Of all that mote delight a daintie eare. 
Such as attonce might not on liuing ground, 
Saufe in this Paradife, be heard elfwhere : 630 

1. 612, */pyde' I 1. 614, ^fccrttc' ; I. 617, Wora^^ : 1. 623, , for ; (ist) : 
I. 624, ' trauair : 1. 626, * £/s.* 
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Right hard it vras, for wight, which did it heare, 
To read, what manner muf icke that mote bee ; 
For all that pleaf ing is to liuing eare, 
Was there conforted in one harmonee, 
Birdes, voyces, inftruments, windes, waters, all agree. 

The ioyous birdes fhrouded in chearefull fhade, 
Their notes vnto the voyce attempred fweet ; 
Th'Angelicall foft trembling voyces made 
To th'inftruments diuine refpondence meet : 
The filuer founding inftruments did meet 640 

With the bafe murmure of the waters fall : 
The waters fall with difference difcreet, 
Now foft, now loud, vnto the wind did call : 

The gentle warbling wind low anfwered to all. 

There, whence that Mufick feemed heard to bee. 
Was the faire Witch her felfe now folacing, 
With a new Louer, whom through forceree 
And witchcraft, fhe from farre did thither bring : 
There (he had him now layd a flombering, 
In fecret (hade, after long wanton ioyes : 650 

Whilft round about them pleafauntly did fing 
Many faire Ladies, and lafciuious boyes, 

That euer mixt their fong with light licentious toyes. 

And all that while, right ouer him (he hong, 
With her falfe eyes faft fixed in his fight, 
As feeking medicine, whence fhe was ftong. 
Or greedily depafturing delight : 

1. 637, ^vcice' : 1, 649, */tfiV/.* 
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And / oft inclining downe with kifles light, 
For feare of waking him, his lips bedewd, 
And through his humid eyes did fucke his fpright, 
Quite molten into luft, and pleafure lewd ; 66 1 

Wherewith (he fighed foft, as if his cafe fhe rewd. 

The whiles fome one did chaunt this louely lay ; 
Ah fee, who fo faire thing doeft faine to fee, 
In fpringing flowre the image of thy day ; 
Ah fee the Virgin Rofe, how fweetly fhee 
Doth firft peepe forth with baftifull modeftee. 
That fairer feemes, the leffe ye fee her may ; 
Lo fee foone after, how more bold and free 
Her bared bofome fhe doth broad difplay ; 670 

Loe fee foone after, how fhe fades, and falles away. 

So paffeth, in the paffing of a day, 

Of mortall life the leafe, the bud, the flowre, 

Ne more doth flourifh after firft decay. 

That earft was fought to decke both bed and bowre, 

Of many a Ladie, and many a Paramowre : 

Gather therefore the Rofe, whileft yet is prime. 

For foone comes age, that will her pride deflowre : 

Gather the Rofe of loue, whileft yet is time, 

Whileft louing thou mayft loued be with equall crime. 

He ceaft, and then gan all the quire of birdes 681 
Their diuerfe notes t'attune vnto his lay, 
As in approuance of his pleafing words. 
The conflant paire heard all; that he did fay, 

1. 664, 'fayre' : 1. 671, 'Lo'\\ 675, ' deck' \ 1. 676, ' Lady' i 1. 683, 
^afproHounce , . , wordes ' ; 1. 6S4, *foyrc,' 
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Yet fwanied no^ but kept their forward way, 
Through many couert groues, and thickets clofe, 
In which they creeping did at laft difplay 
That wanton Ladie, with her louer lofe, 
Whofe fleepie head ftie in her lap did foft difpofe. / 

Vpon a bed of Rofes Ihe was layd, 690 

As faint through heat, or dight to pleafant fin. 
And was arayd, or rather difarayd, 
All in a vele of f ilke and filuer thin, 
That hid no whit her alablafter fkin, 
But rather fliewd more white, if more might bee : 
More fubtile web Arachne can not fpin, 
Nor the fine nets, which oft we wouen fee 

Of fcorched deaw, do not in th'aire more lightly flee. 

Her fnowy breft was bare to readie fpoyle 

Of hungry eies, which n'ote therewith be fild, 700 
And yet through languour of her late fweet toyle, 
Few drops, more cleare then Neflar, forth diflild, 
That like pure Orient perles adowne it trild. 
And her faire eyes fweet fmyling in delight, 
Moyftened their fierie beames, with which Ihe thrild . 
Fraile harts, yet quenched not ; like ftarry light 

Which fparckling on the filent wanes, does feeme more 
bright. 

The young man fleeping by her, feemd to bee 
Some goodly fwayne of honorable place, 

1. 688, ' TTkh; bat coirected in ' Faults efcaped ' ; ib., ' Lady' : 1. 693, 
'ude' \ ]. 694, ^alabta^,' and so in '96, 1609, 1611, and ia 1679 fittt 
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That certes it great pittie was to fee 710 

Him his nobilitie fo foule deface ; 
A fweet regard, and amiable grace, 
Mixed with manly ilemnefTe did appeare 
Yet fleeping, in his well proportiond face, 
And on his tender lips the downy heare 
Did now but frefhly fpring, and filken blolTomes beare. 

His warlike armes, the idle inftruments 
Of fleeping praife, were hong upon a tree. 
And his braue fliield, full of old moniments, 
Was fowly ra'ft, that none the figfnes might fee ; 
Ne/for them, ne for honour cared hee, 721 

Ne ought, that did to his aduauncement tend, 
But in lewd loues, and waftfuU luxuree, 
His dayes, his goods, his bodie he did fpend : 

O horrible enchantment, that him fo did blend. 

The noble Elfe, and carefull Palmer drew 

So nigh them, minding nought, but luftfull game, 

That fuddein forth they on them ruflit, and threw 

A fubtile net, which onely for the fame 

The fkilfull Palmer formally did frame. 730 

So held them vnder faft, the whiles the reft 

Fled all away for feare of fowler fliame. 

The fair Enchauntreffe, fo vnwares oppreft, 

Tryde all her arts, & all her Heights, thence out to wreft. 

And eke her louer ftroue : but all in vaine ; 
For that fame net fo cunningly was wound, 

L 710, *pitty* : 1. 711, 'nobility . . . fowle' i 1. 716, ^bioffoms' i L 717, 
* Armes , . . ydle *: 1. 720, , for ; : 1. 729, * anly^ : 1^., Dr. Morris inadvert- 
enUy assigns 'thatfamc^ to 1590, and 'thefame^ to 1596-^t is tlie converse* 
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That neither guile, nor force might it dillraine. 
They tooke them both, & both them ftrongly Ixiund 
In captiue bandes, which there they readie found : 
But her in cltaines of adamant he tyde ; 740 

For nothing elfe might keepe her Cafe and found ; 
But Verdant (fo he hight) he foone vntyde, 
And counfell fage in Heed thereof to him applyde. 

But all thofe pleafant bowres and Pallace braue, 
Gujron broke downe, with rigour pittilefle : 
Ne ought their goodly workmanftup might faue 
Them from the tempeft of his wrathfulnelfe, 
But that their blilTe he turn'd to balefulnelTe : 
Their groues he feld, their gardins did deface, 
Their arbers fpoyld, their Cabinets fuppreffe,' 750 
Their banket houfes bume, their buildings race, 

And of the fairetl late, now made the fowled place. / 

Then led they her away, and eke that knight 
They with them led, both forrowfuU and fad : 
The way they came, the fame retourn'd they right 
Till they arriued, where they lately had 
Charm'd thofe wild-beaits, that rag'd with furie mad. 
Which now awaking, fierce at them gan fly. 
As in their miflreife reflcew, whom they lad ; 
But them the Palmer foone did pacify. 760 

Then Gu;ym aflrt, what meant thofe beaftes, which there 

(did ly. 

Said he, thefe feeming beads are men indeed. 
Whom this EnchauntrelTe hath transformed thus, 
Whylome her louers, which her lufts did feed. 
Now turned into figures hideous, 

1. 7S0. '>y*' [r^] : L 75*. '/*r*Vt' ■• !• 7« 
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According to their mindes like monftruous. 
Sad end (quoth he) of life intemperate, 
And mournefull meed of ioyes delicious : 
But Palmer, if it mote thee fo aggrate, 
Let them returned be vnto their former ftate. 770 

Streight way he with his vertuous ftaffe them ftrooke, 
And ftreight of beads they comely men became ; 
Yet being men they did vnmanly looke. 
And ftared ghaftly, fome for inward (hame, 
And fome for wrath, to fee their captiue Dame : 
But one aboue the reft in fpeciall, 
That had an hog beene late, hight Grilk by name, 
Repined greatly, and did him mifcall. 

That had from hoggifti forme him brought to naturall. 

Said Guyofif See the mind of beaftly man, 780 

That hath fo foone forgot the excellence 
Of his creation, when he life began, 
That now he choofeth, with vile difference, 
To / be a beaft, and lacke intelligence. 
To whom the Palmer thus, The donghill kind 
Delights in filth and foule incontinence : 
Let Grill be Grill, and haue his hoggifli mind, 

But let vs hence depart, whileft wether femes and wind. 

1. 772, 'bea/ks'i 1. 778, ' Repyned' : L 780, ' Saide* i 1. 783, «C>l^M' 
[su] : 1. 785, *kinde'i 1. 786, ' Delightes . . . f<ywle'\ 1. 787, ' GryW {pis) 
. . . minde' : 1. 788, • (Sr» wittde: 



THE THIRD 

BOOKE OF THE 

FAERIE QVEENE. 

Contayning, 

THE LEGEND OF BRITOMARTIS, 

OR 

Of Ckaftitie. 

IT falles me here to write of Chaftity, 
That fairefl vertue, farre aboue the reft ; 
For which what needs me fetch from Faery i o 

Forreine enfamples, it to haue expreft ? 
Sith it is fhrined in my Soueraines breft, 
And form'd fo liuely in each perfe£l part 
That to all ladies, which haue it profeft, 
Need but behold the pourtrai6l of her hart, 
If pourtrayd it might be by any lining art 

11. I, 3i 5, 61 Roman: 1. I, 'lAirdi' : I. 4i ' Cartlajmni' Italics: I. 7^ 
'Chaftity": 1. 8, 'f<au' : 1. 9, •The/<^infi...far'—xiioi 'faynftC " Dr. 
Morris sa^, in '96 : L 10, 'titeds' : I. i^y'/onnd' : L 16,'taf.' 
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But liuing art may not leaft part exprefle, 
Nor life-refembling pencQl it can paint, 
All were it Zeuxis or PraxUeUs : 
His daedale hand would faile, and greatly faint, / 20 
And her perfe6Uons with his error taint : 
Ne Poets wit, that pafTeth Painter farre 
In pidluring the parts of beautie daint, 
So hard a workmanfliip aduenture darre, 

For fear through want of words her excellence to marre. 

How then fhall I, Apprentice of the fkill, 
That whylome in diuineft wits did raine, 
Prefume fo high to ftretch mine humble quill ? 
Yet now my luckleffe lot doth me conftraine 
Hereto perforce. But 6 dred Soueraine 30 

Thus farre forth pardon, fith that choiceft wit 
Cannot your glorious pourtrai£l figure plaine 
That I in colourd fhowes may fhadow it, 

And antique praifes vnto prefent perfons fit. 

But if in liuing colours, and right hew, 
Your felfe you couet to fee piftured, 
Who can it doe more Huely, or more trew. 
Then that fweet verfe, with Ne£lar fprinckeled, 
In which a gracious feruant pi£lured 
His Cynthia^ his heauens faired light ? 40 

That with his melting fweetnefle rauilhed. 




FAERIE QVEENE. 141 

And with the wonder of her beames bright, 
My fenfes lulled are in flomber of delight. 

But let that fame delitious Poet lend 

A little leaue vnto a rufticke Mufe 

To fing his miftrefle prayfe, and let him mend, 

If ought amis her liking may abufe : 

Ne let his faireft Cynthia refufe, 
, In mirrours more then one her felfe to fee, 

But either Gloriana let her chufe, 50 

Or in Belphosbe fafhioned to bee : 
In th'one her rule, in th'other her rare chailitee. 

1. 43, '/eftces ' : 1. 48, ^fayrejV 
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Cant. I I. 





Guyon epuountreih Britotnart^ 
faire Florimell is chafed : 

Duijffois traincs ami Malecaflaes 
champions cure defaced. 




THe famous Briton Prince and Faerie knight, 
After long wayes and perilous paines endured, 
ITauing their wearic limbes to perfeft plight 
Reftord, and fory wounds right well recured. 
Of the faire Alma greatly were procured, 10 

To make there lenger foiourne and abode ; 
But when thereto they might not be allured. 
From feeking praife, and deeds of armes abrode. 
They courteous conge tooke, and forth together yode. 

But the captiu'd Acrafia he fent, 

Becaufe of trauell long, a nigher way, 
With a ftrong gard, all refkew to preuent, 
And her to Faerie court fafe to conuay. 
That her for witneffe of his hard affay, 

1. 3, * Fayre : 1. 4, *Maleca/iaes ' — misprinted ^Materaftaes ' in '90 and '96, 
but corrected in 'Faults efcaped' of the former: 1. 6, ^ Faery'' '* 1. 7, 
^ cnJur'd' : 1. 8, * wmry* \ 1,^9, ' recur* d^ : 1. 10, ^ procured* \ 1. 12, 
'allur'd' ; 1. 16, * iraueiU' : 1. 18, * Faery,* and so 1. 20 : L 19, *wiines: 
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Vnto his Faerie Queene he might prefent: 20 

But he himfelfe betooke another way, 
To make more triall of his hardiment. 
And feeke aduentures, as he with Prince Arthur went. 

Long fo they trauelled through waftefull wayes, 
Where daungers dwelt, and perils moft did wonne, 
To hunt for glorie and renowmed praife ; 
Full many Countries they did ouerronne, / 
From the vprif ing to the fetting Sunne, 
And many hard aduentures did atchieue ; 
Of all the which they honour euer wonne, 30 

Seeking the weake oppreffed to relieue, 

And to recouer right for fuch, as wrong did grieue. 

At laft as through an open plaine they yode, 
They fpide a knight, that towards pricked faire. 
And him befide an aged Squire there rode. 
That feem'd to couch vnder his fhield three-fquare. 
As if that age bad him that burden fpare. 
And yield it thofe, that ftouter could it wield : 
He them efpying, gan himfelfe prepare. 
And on his arme addreffe his goodly fhield 40 

That bore a Lion paffant in a golden field. 

Which feeing good Sir Giiyon, deare befought 
The Prince of grace, to let him runne that turne. 
He grunted : then the Faery quickly raught 
His poinant fpeare, and fliarpely gan to fpume 

L 24, * trauelled ' : 1. 26, * glory . . . prayfe ' : 1. 27, ' Countreyes ' : L 34, 
*fayre*i 1. 37, *badd^ : 1. 43, 'ranne* : 1. 45, ^ poynoMt . , .Jharply.^ 
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His fomy fteed, whofe fierie feete did burne 
The verdant graffe, as he thereon did tread ; 
Ne did the other backe his foot retume, 
But fiercely forward came withouten dread, 
And bent his dreadful! fpeare againft the others head. 50 

They bene ymet, and both their points arriued, 
But Gtiyon droue fo furious and fell, 
That fcem'd both (hield & plate it would haue riued ; 
Natheleffe it bore his foe not from his fell. 
But made him dagger, as he were not well : 
But Guyon felfe, ere well he was aware. 
Nigh a fpeares length behind his crouper fell, 
Yet in his fall fo well him felfe he bare. 

That mifchieuous mifchance his life & limbes did fpare. 

Great / fliame and forrow of that fall he tooke ; 60 

For neuer yet, f ith warlike armes he bore, 
And fhiuering fpeare in bloudie field firft fhooke. 
He found himfelfe difhonored fo fore. 
Ah gentleft knight, that euer armour bore. 
Let not thee grieue difmounted to haue beene. 
And brought to ground, that neuer waft before ; 
For not thy fault, but fecret powre vnfeene. 

That fpeare enchaunted was, which layd thee on the 
greene. 

But weenedft thou what wight thee ouerthrew, 

, Much greater griefe and fhamefuUer r^ret 70 

1. 46, ^ fiery ' : 1. 47, ^ gras ' : 1. 4S, *fooU ' : 1. 51, ' beene ymett . . . theyr 
. . . arritCd'* : 1. 53, ^/eenid . , . . and . . . ri«V* : 1. 59, ^ mif chance . . . 
limbs' I 1. 62, * bloody* I 1. 64, ^ armor' i 1. 65, *the'i 1. 66, * groTvnd* : 
1. 70, * regrett^ and so all the rhyme-Words in the stanza, two t'ls. 
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For thy hard fortune then thou wouldll renew, 
That of a fingle damzell thou wert met 
On equall plaine, and there fo hard befet ; 
Euen the famous Britomart it was. 
Whom flraunge aduenture did from Britaine fet. 
To feelce her louer (loue farre fought atas,) 
Whofe image fhe had feene in Venus looking glas. 

Full of difdainefull wrath, he fierce vprofe. 
For to reuenge that foule reprochfull fhame, 
And fnatching his bright fword began to clofe 80 
With her on foot, and ftoutty forward came ; 
Die rather would he, then endure that fame. 
Which when his Palmer faw, he gan to feare 
His toward perill and vntoward blame, 
Whichby that new rencounter he (hould reare : 

For death fate on the point of that enchaunted fpeare. 

And hafting towards him gan faire perfwade, 
^ Not to prouoke misfortune, nor to weene 

His fpeares default to mend with cruell blade ; 
For by his mightie Science he had feene / 90 

The fecret vertue of that weapon keene, 
That mortall puiiTance mote not withftond ; 
Nothing on earth mote alwaies happie beene. 
Great hazard were it, and aduenture fond. 

To loofe long gotten honour with one cuill hond. 

By fuch good meanes he him difcounfelled, 
From profecuting his reuenging rage ; 

1. 75, 'BrilayHt': 1. 76, 'Jiir': I. 77. 'yftft': I. 1%' fewie rtfrecktfMI' : 
1.83, 'Z)tr' : I. 87, '/i>7ie': I. 91, 'fcertU" : 1.9a, 'fUffaunce': 1. 93, 
'hafpy' 

VJ. 10 , 
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And eke the Prince like treaty handeled, 
His wrathful! will with reafon to aflTwage, 
And laid the blame, not to his carriage, 100 

But to his darting fteed, that fwaru'd afyde, 
And to the ill purueyance of his page, 
That had his furnitures not iirmely tyde : 
So is his angry courage fairely pacifydq. 

Thus reconcilement was betweene them knit, 

Through goodly temperance, and affeftion chafte. 

And either vowd with all their power and wit. 

To let not others honour be defafte, 

Of friend or foe, who euer it embafte, 

Ne armes to beare againft the others fyde : no 

In which accord the Prince was alfo plafte, 

And with that golden chaine of concord tyde. 

So goodly all agreed, they forth yfere did ryde. 

O goodly vfage of thofe antique times, 

In which the fword was feruant vnto right ; 

When not for malice and contentious crimes. 

But all for praife, and proofe of manly might, 

The martiall brood accuftomed to fight : 

Then honour was the meed of viftorie. 

And yet the vanquifhed had no defpight : 1 20 

Let later age that noble vfe enuie. 

Vile rancour to auoid, and cruell furquedrie. 

Long / they thus trauelled in friendly wife. 

Through countries wafte, and eke well edifyde, 

1. 99, * a/wage ' '. \, 102, ^ purueyaunce' : I. 104, * coragefayrfy^i I. 105, 
^knitt* : 1. lo6, Uemperaunce' : 1. 107, 'witt' \ 1. 114, 'tymes'i 1. 115, ^/er- 
uaunt"'. 1. 116, *crym€s'i 1. 117, ^prayfe'x I. 119, ^vuflory*: 1. 121, 'fiHuy'x 
1, 122, *ranf^, . . cruel fur^uedry-. 1. 123, 'trauale4'\ 1. 124, UoutUre^s' 
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Seeking aduentures hard, to exercife 
Their puiiTance, whylome full demely tryde : 
At length they came into a forreft wyde, 
Whofe hideous horror and fad trembling found 
Full griefly feem'd : Therein they long did ryde, 
Yet traft of liuing creatures none they found, 1 30 
Saue Beares, Lions, & Buls, which romed them 
around. 

All fuddenly out of the thickeft brufh, 
Vpon a milkc'white Palfrey all alone, 
A goodly Ladie did foreby them rufh, 
Whofe face did feeme as cleare as Chriftall ftone, 
And eke through feare as white as whales bone : 
Her garments all were wrought of beaten gold. 
And all her fteed with tinfell trappings (hone, 
Which fled fo faft, that nothing mote him hold. 

And fcarfe them leafure gaue, her paffing to behold. 

Still as fhe fled, her eye flie backward threw, 141 

As fearing euill, that purfewd her faft ; 
And her faire yellow locks behind her flew, 
Loofely difperft with puffe of euery blaft : 
All as a blazing ftarre doth farre outcaft 
His hearie beames, and flaming lockes difpred, 
At fight whereof the people ftand aghaft : 
But the fage wifard telles, as he has red, 

That it importunes death and dolefuU drerihed. 

1. 125, ^'puijfaunce . . . demly' : 1. 127, ^foreft^"- 1. 128, ^/ovmd' : 
1. 129, ^feemd' : I. 130, ^fawnd' : 1. 131, ^arownd' : 1. 133, ^milkwhite' i 
1. 134, ^ Lady' : 1. 139, ^fledd^* and sol. 141 : 1. 142, ^pourfewd' : 1. 144, 
'puff : I. 146, 'di/predd' : 1. 148, 'redd* : 1. 149, 'dreryhedd: 
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So as they gazed after her a while, 1 50 

Lo where a griefly Fofter forth did rufli, 
Breathing out beaftly luft her to defile : 
His tyreling iade he fiercely forth did pufh. / 
Through thicke and thin, both ouer banke and bufli 
In hope her to attaine by hooke or crooke, 
That from his gorie fjdes the bloud did gufh : 
Large were his limbes, and terrible his looke, 

And in his downifli hand a fharp bore fpeare he fhooke. 

Which outrage when thofe gentle knights did fee, 
Full of great enuie and fell gealofy, 1 60 

They ftayd not to auife, who firft (hould bee, 
But all fpurd after faft, as they mote fly, 
To refkew her from fhamefuU villany. 
The Prince and Guyon equally byliue 
Her felfe purfewd, in hope to win thereby 
Moft goodly meede, the faireft Dame aliue : 

But after the foule fofter Timias did ftriue. 

The whiles faire Britomart^ whofe conftant mind, 
Would not fo lightly follow beauties chace, 
Ne reckt of Ladies Loue, did ftay behind, 170 

And them awayted there a certaine fpace, 
To weet if they would tume backe to that place : 
But when fhe faw them gone, fhe forward went, 
As lay her ioumey, through that perlous Pace, 
With ftedfaft courage and ftout hardiment ; 

Ne euill thing fhe fear'd, ne euill thing fhe ment 

L 150, ^whyle' : 1. 151, ^fofter' : 1. 152, ^ defyU* x 1. 153, ^ ladt . . . 
fierfly' : 1. 154, ^ banck' : 1. 156, '•gotyfydes . . . blood' i L 160, ^enuy': 
L 170, *Myf9d' : I 175, 'corage* 2 1, 176, *€ui/ . . .fiord: 
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At laft as nigh out of the wood fhe came, 
A (lately Caftle farre away (he fpyde, 
To which her fteps direflly fhe did frame. 
That Caftle was moft goodly edifyde, 1 80 

And plafte for pleafure nigh that forreft fyde : 
But faire before the gate a fpatious plaine, 
Mantled with greene, it f^lfe did fpredden wyde, 
On which fhe faw fixe knights that did darraine 

Fierce battell againft one, with cruell might and maine. 

Mainly / they all attonce vpon him laid, 
And fore befet on euery fide around, 
That nigh he breathleflfe grew, yet nought difmaid, 
Ne euer to them yielded foot of ground 
All haj^ he loft much bloud through many a wound, 
But ftoutly dealt his blowes, and euery way 191 

To which he tumdd in his wrathfull (lound, 
Made them recoile, and fly from dred decay, 

That none of all the fixe before, him durft a(Tay, 

Like daftard Curres, that hauing at a bay 
The faluc^e beaft emboft in wearie chace, 
Dare not aduenture on the ftubborne pray, 
Ne byte before, but rome from place to place, 
To get a fnatch, when turned is his face. 
In fuch diftre(re and doubtful! ieopardy, 200 

When Britomart him faw, fhe ran a pace 
Vnto his refkew, and with earneft cry, 

Bad thofe fame fixe forbeare that fingle enimy. 

I. 178, 'far'\\. 182, 'playne'\ 1. 184, */ix . , . darrayne'x 1. 185, ^ Fiers 
battcdll . . . cniel . . . may tie' : 1. 186, ^ Mainely* (catch-word) : 1. 187, 
^ arorwnd^ and so all the rhyme -words of the stanza * tond^ i 1. 190, 
* blood' : 1. 193, • dredd' : 1. 194, '/pr,' and so L 214 : I. 203, * Badd, 
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But to her cry they lift not lenden eare, 

Ne ought the more their mightie ftrokes furceafle, 

But gathering him round about more neare, 

Their direfull rancour rather did encreaffe ; 

Till that (he rufhing through the thickeft preaffe, 

Perforce difparted their compacted gyre, 

And foone compeld to hearken vnto peace : 210 

Tho gan fhe myldly of them to inquyre 

The caufe of their diiTention and outrageous yre. 

Whereto that f ingle knight did anfwere frame ; 
Thefe fixe would me enforce by oddes of might, 
To chaunge my liefe, and loue another Dame, 
That death me liefer were, then fuch defpight,/ 
So vnto wrong to yield my wrefted right ; 
For I loue one, the trueft one on ground, 
Ne lift me chaunge ; fhe tYi Errant Damzell hight, 
For whofe deare fake full many a bitter ftownd, 220 

I haue endur'd, and taftcd many a bloudy wound. 

Certes (faid (he) then bene ye fixe to blame, 
To weene your wrong by force to iuftifie : 
For knight to leaue his Ladie were great fhame, 
That faithfuU is, and better were to die. 
All lofle is lefle, and lefle the infamie. 
Then lofTe of loue to him, that loues but one ; 
Ne may loue be compeld by maifterie ; 
For foone as maifterie comes, fweet loue anone 

Taketh his nimble wings, and foone away is gone. 230 

1. ao6, *rtwnd': 1. 217, 'vnro* [sic\: 1. 218, ^grownd^i 1. 219, 
« damzdV \ 1. 221, * endurd . . . bloody wonmd' : 1. 223, * iuJHfy^ and so 
all the rhyme-words in the stanza '^* not ^W', 1. 224, ^ Lady* : L 229, 
• ptai/Ury * : 1. 230, * winges,* 
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Then fpake one of thofe fixe, There dwelleth here 
Within this caftle wall a Ladie faire, 
Whofe foueraine beautie hath no h'uing pere, 
Thereto fo bounteous and fo debonaire, 
That neuer any mote with her compaire. 
She hath ordaind this law, which we approue, 
That euery knight, which doth this way repaire, 
In cafe he haue no Ladie, nor no loue, 

Shall doe vnto her feruice neuer to remoue. 

But if he haue a Ladie or a Loue, 240 

Then muft he her forgoe with foule defame, 
Or elfe with vs by dint of fword approue, 
That (he is fairer, then our faireft Dame, 
As did this knight, before ye hither came. 
Perdie (faid Britomari) the choife is hard : 
But what reward had he, that ouercame ? 
He (hould aduaunced be to high regard, 

(Said they) and haue our Ladies loue for his reward. 

r 

There / fore a read Sir, if thou haue a loue. 

Loue haue I fure, (quoth fhe) but Lady none ; 250 

Yet will I not fro mine owne loue remoue, 

Ne to your Lady will I feruice done, (lone, 

But wreake your wrongs wrought to this knight a- 

And proue his caufe. With that her mortall fpeare 

She mightily auentred towards one, 

And downe him fmot, ere well aware he weare, 

Then to the next fhe rode, & downe the next did bearc. 

1. 231, '/»r' : 1. 232, ^ Lady fayre^^ and so all the rbyme-words of the 
stanza ^yre ' not * ire * : 11. 238, 240, * Lady *: 1, 241, *fimU ': 1. 244, * hether ' 
I. 245, * Perdy ': 1. 253, * wrongest' 
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Ne did (he (lay, till three on ground (he layd, 
That none of them himfelfe could reare againe ; 
The fourth was by that other knight difmayd, 260 
All were he wearie of his former paine, 
That now there do but two of fix remaine ; 
Which two did yield, before fhe did them fmigfat 
Ah (faid (he then) now may ye all fee plaine, 
That truth is (Irong, and trew loue moft of might, 

That for his trudy feruaunts doth fo (Irongly fight 

Too well we fee, (faid they) and proue too well 
Our faulty weaknefTe, and your matchle(re might : 
For thy, faire Sir, yours be the Damozell, 
Which by her owne law to your lot doth light, 270 
And we your liege men faith vnto you plight 
So vndemeath her feet their fwords they mard, 
And after her befought, well as they might, 
To enter in, and reape the dew reward : 

She graunted, and then in they all together far'd. 

Long were it to defcribe the goodly frame. 
And (lately port of Cajlle loyeous^ 
(For fo that Cadle hight by commune name) 
Where they were entcrtaind with curteous / 
And comely glee of many gracious 280 

Faire Ladies, and many a gentle knight. 
Who through a Chamber long and fpacious, 
Eftfoones them brought vnto their Ladies fight. 

That of them cleeped was the Lady of delight. 

1. 264, ^fayd^x 1. 267, ^/aide ' : L 268, * loeakents ': 1. 269, , from '90 after 
*M/' — accepted : L 272, ^ mard' — misprinted ^Jhard* in '90 and '96, but 
corrected in * Faults cfcaped ' uf the former : 1. 27S, * commun * : L 279, 
^mUrtaynd* : 1. 2S0, *gnUi4us,' 
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« 

But for to tell the fumptuous aray 

Of that great chamber, fliould be labour loft : 
For liuing wit, I weene, cannot difplay 
The royall riches and exceeding coft, 
Of euery pillour and of euery poft ; 
Which all of pureft bullion framed were, 290 

And with great pearles and pretious ftones emboft, 
.. That the bright glifter of their beames cleare 
Did fparckle forth great light, and glorious did appeare. 

Thefe ftraanger knightis thrdiigh paffing, forth were led 

Into an inner rowme, wfiofe royaltee 

And rich purueyance might vneath be red ; 

Mote Princes place be feeme fo deckt to bee. 

Which ftately manner when as they did fee, 

The image of fuperfluous riotize, 

Exceeding much the ftate of meane degree, 300 

They greatly wondred, whence fo fumptuous guize 
Might be maintaynd, and each gan diueifely deuize. 

The wals were round about apparelled 

With coftly clothes of Arras and of Toure^ 

In which with cunning hand was pourtrahed 

The loue of Venus and her Paramoure 

The faire Adonis j turned to a flowre, 

A worke of rare deuice, and wondrous wit. 

Firft did it (hew the bitter balefuU ftowre, 

Which her aflayd with many a feruent fit, 310 

When firft her tender hart was with his beautie fmit. 

1. 288, ^roiaiV'. 1. 291, ^ perks' 1 1. 301, ^fumpteous'-. 1. 303, ^apparelled' 
— ;a broken */' has misled Dr. Morris to print ^ appareiled' \ 1. 307, 
^fdyre.' 
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Then/ with what fleights and fweet allurements (he 
Entyft the Boy, as well that art (he knew, 
And wooed him her Paramoure to be ; 
Now making girlonds of each flowre that grew, 
To crowne his golden lockes with honour dew ; 
Now leading him into a fecret (hade 
From his Beauperes, and from bright heauens vew, 
Where him to fleepe (he gently would perfwade, 

Or bathe him in a fountaine by fome couert glade. 320 

And whild he flept, (he ouer him would fpred 
Her mantle, coloured like the ftarry (kyes, 
And her foft arme lay vndemeath his hed, 
And with ambrofiall kifles bathe his eyes ; 
And whileft he bath'd, with her two crafty fpyes. 
She fecretly would fearch each daintie lim, 
And throw into the well fweet Rofemaryes, 
And fragrant violets, and Pances trim, 

And euer with fweet Neftar (he did fprinkle him. 

So did (he fteale his heedeleflfe hart away, 330 

And ioyd his loue in fecret vnefpyde. 
But for (he faw him bent to cruell play, 
To hunt the faluage beaft in forreft wyde, 
Dreadfull of daunger, that mote him betyde, 
She oft and oft aduiz'd him to refraine 
From chafe of greater beafts, whofe bruti(h pryde 
Mote breede him fcath vnwares : but all in vaine ; 

For who can (hun the chaunce, that deft'ny doth 
ordaine ? 

I. 314, * A^ ' : !• 328, ' Pounces ' : 1. 336, * beqfies * : L 338, * chance.' 
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Lo, where beyond he lyeth languifhing, 

Deadly engored of a great wild Bore, 340 

And by his fide the Goddeffe groueling 
Makes for him endleffe mone, and euermore / 
With her foft garment wipes away the gore, 
Which ftaines his fnowy (kin with hateful! hew : 
But when Ihe faw no helpe might him reftore, 
Him to a dainty flowre fhe did tranfmew, 

Which in that cloth was wrought, as if it liuely grew. 

So was that chamber clad in goodly wize, 
And round about it many beds were dight. 
As whilome was the antique worldes guize, 350 

Some for vntimely eafe, fome for delight, 
As pleafed them to vfe, that vfe it might : 
And all was full of Damzels, and of Squires, 
Daunciiig and reueling both day and night. 
And fwimming deepe in fenfuall def ires. 

And Cupid ftill emongft them kindled luflfull fires. 

And all the while fweet Muficke did diuide 

Her loofer notes with Lydian harmony ; 

And all the while fweet birdes thereto applide 

Their daintie layes and dulcet melody, 360 

Ay caroling of loue and iollity, 

That wonder was to heare their trim confort. 

Which when thofe knights beheld, with fcornefuU eye, 

They fdeigned fuch lafciuious difport, 
And loath'd the loofe demeanure of that wanton fort. 



1. 344, ^Jlaynes*: 1. 349, *r<wii^ : I.3S0, *whylofne*: 1. 353, ^ Squyres' \ 
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Thence they were brought to that great Ladies vew, 
Whom they found fitting on a fumptuous bed, 
That gliftered all with gold and glorious fhew, 
As the proud Perfian Queenes accuftomed : 
She feemd a woman of great bountihed, 370 

And of rare beautie, fauing that afkaunce 
Her wanton eyes, ill f ignes of womanhed. 
Did roll too highly, and too often glaunce, 

Without regard of grace, or comely amenaunce. 

Long / worke it were, and needleffe to deuize 
Their goodly entertainement and great glee : 
She caufed them be led in curteous wize 
Into a bowre, difarmed for to bee. 
And cheared well with wine and fpiceree : 
The Redcroffe Knight was foone difarmed there, 380 
But the braue Mayd would not difarmed bee. 
But onely vented vp her vmbriere, 

And fo did let her goodly vifage to appere. 

As when faire Cynthia^ in darkefome night, 
Is in a noyous cloud enueloped. 
Where (he may find the fubftaunce thin and light, 
Breakes forth her f iluer beames, and her bright hed 
Difcouers to the world difcomfited ; 
Of the poore traueller, that went aftray, 
With thoufand bleffings (he is heried ; 390 

Such was the beautie and the fhining ray. 

With which faire Britomart gaue light vnto the day. 

1- 373» ^lightly' for 'highly' of '90 and '96 in 1609 : 1. 378, 'he'\ 
1. 384, 'fayre' and so 1. 392 : 1. 386, *finde . . . fubftance ' : 1. 389, 
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And ^e thoTe (ix, which lately with her fought, 
Now were difarmd, and did them felues prefent 
Vnto her vew, and company vnfc^t ; 
For they all feemed cmteous and gent. 
And all fixe brethren, borne of one parent, 
Which had them traynd in all duilitee. 
And goodly taught to tilt and tumament ; 
Now were they li^^emen to this Lady free, 400 

And her knights feruice ought, to hold of her in fee. 

The firft of them by name Gardante hight, 

A ioUy perfon, and of comely vew ; 

The fecond was Parlante^ a bold knight, 

And next to him locante did enfew ; / 

Bafciante did him felfe mod curteous (hew ; 

But fierce Bacchante feemd too fell and keene ; 

And yet in armes No6lanU greater grew : 

All were faire knights, and goodly well befeene. 
But to faire Britomart they all but ftiadowes beene. 410 

For (he was full of amiable grace, 

And manly terrour mixed therewithall, 

That as the one ftird vp affections bace, 

So th'other did mens rafh defires apall, 

And hold them backe, that would in errour fall : 

As he, that hath efpide a vermeill Rofe, 

" To which (ha'rpe thomes and breres the way forftall, 
Dare not for dread his hardy hand expofe, 

But wi(hing it far off, his idle wi(h doth lofe. 

1* 395» ' vnf ought : 1. 396, * courteous^ and so 1. 406 : 1. 400, ' LadU ' : 
1. 408, ^yett' : L 412, Uerr(fr' : 1. 415, ^ error' ; 1. 416, * hee' \ 1. 419, 
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Whom when the Lady faw fo faire a wight 420 

All ignoraunt of her contrary fax, 
(For flie her weend a frefli and lufty knight) 
She greatly gan enamoured to wex, 
And with vaine thoughts her falfed fancy vex : 
Her fickle hart conceiued haily fire, 
Like fparkes of fire, which fall in fclendcr ilex, 
That fhortly brent into extreme defire, 

And ranfackt all her veines with pafTion entire. 

Eftfoones fhe grew to great impatience 

And into termes of open outrage bruft, 430 

That plaine difcouered her incontinence, 

Ne reckt (he, who her meaning did miftruft ; 

For fhe was giuen all to flefhly lufl. 

And poured forth in fenfuall delight, 

That all regard of fhame fhe had difcufl, 

And meet refpeft of honour put to flight : 

So fhameleffe beauty foone becomes a loathy fight 

Faire / Ladies, that to loue captiued arre, 
And chafte defires do nourifh in your mind. 
Let not her fault your fweet affe£lions marre, 440 
Ne blot the bounty of all womankind ; 
'Mongfl thoufands good one wanton Dame to find : 
Emongft the Rofes grow fome wicked weeds ; 
For this was not to loue, but luft inclind ; 
For loue does alwayes bring forth bounteous deeds, 

And in each gentle hart defire of honour breeds. 

L 421, « ignorant ' : 1. 422, *Jkee ': 1. <<25, *^^ * : 1. 426, * fhat ' : 1. 427, 
tde/yrg* : 1. 428, ^ entyre* : I. 429, ^Jhee^^ and so I. 432: 1. 430, ^bwrft^ 
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Nought fo of loue this loofer Dame did (kill, 
But as a coale to kindle ilefhly flame, 
Giuing the bridle to her wanton will, 
And treading vnder foote her honed name : 450 
Such loue is hate, and fuch defire is fhame. 
Still did (he roue at her with crafty glaunce 
Of her falfe eyes, that at her hart did ayme, 
And told her meaning in her countenaunce ; 

But Britomart diffembled it with ignoraunce. 

Supper was fhortly dight and downe they fat, 
Where they were ferued with all fumptuous fare, 
Whiles fruitfuU Ceres^ and Lyaus fat 
Pourd out their plenty, without fpight or fpare : 
Nought wanted there, that dainty was and rare ; 
And aye the cups their bancks did ouerflow, 46 1 
And aye betweene the cups, fhe did prepare 
Way to her loue, and fecret darts did throw ; 

But Britomart would not fuch guilfuU meflage 
know. 

So when they flaked had the feruent heat 
Of appetite with meates of euery fort, 
The Lady did faire Britomart entreat, 
Her to difarme, and with delightful! fport/ 
To loofe her warlike limbs and ftrong effort, 
But when flie mote not thereunto be wonne, 470 
(For flie her fexe vnder that ftraunge purport 
Did vfe to hide, and plaine apparaunce fhonne :) 

In plainer wife to tell her grieuaunce fhe begonne. 

1. 448, 'coW \ 1. 453, 'eUs' \ 1. 456, */a//': 1. 458, 'fatt' \ 1. 473, 
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And all attonce difcouered her def ire 

With fighes, and fobs, and plaints, & piteous griefe, 

The outward fparkes of her in burning fire ; 

Which fpent in vaine, at laft (he told her briefe, 

That but if (he did lend her (hort reliefe, 

And do her comfort, (he mote algates dye. 

But the chaise damzell, that had neuer priefe 480 

Of fuch malengine and fine forgerie, 

Did eafily beleeue her ftrong extremitie. 

Full eafie was for her to haue beliefe, 
Who by felf-feeling of her feeble fexe, 
And by long triall of the inward griefe, 
Wherewith imperious loue her hart did vexe, 
Could iudge what paines do louing harts perplexe. 
Who meanes no guile, beguiled fooneft (hall, 
And to faire fcmblaunce doth light faith annexe ; 
The bird, that knowes not the falfe fowlers call, 490 

Into his hidden net full eafily doth fall. 

For thy, (he would not in difcourteife wife, 
Scome the faire offer of good will profed ; 
For great rebuke it is, loue to defpife, 
Or rudely fdeigne a gentle harts requeft ; 
But with faire countenaunce, as befeemed beft, 
Her entertaynd ; nath'leffe (he inly deemd 
Her loue too light, to wooe a wandring gueft : 
Which (he mifconftruing, thereby efteemd 

That from like inward fire that outward fmoke had 
(leemd. 500 

1. 479, ^ doty and so 1. 487 : 1. 481, ^forgerye' : L 482, ^ea/dy . . . 
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Therewith / a while (he her flit fancy fed, 
Till flie mote winne fit time for her defire, 
But yet her wound ftill inward freftily bled, 
And through her bones the falfe inililled fire 
Did fpred it felfe, and venime clofe infpire. 
Tho were the tables taken all away, 
And euery knight, and euery gentle Squire 
Gan choofe his dame with Bafcidmani gay, 

With whom he meant to make his fport & courtly play. 

Some fell to daunce, fome fell to hazardry, 510 

Some to make loue, fome to make meriment, 
As diuerfe wits to diuers things apply ; 
And all the while faire Malecajla bent 
Her crafty engins to her clofe intent 
By this th'etemall lampes, wherewith high loue 
Doth light the lower world, were halfe yfpent, 
And the moid daughters of huge Atlas ftroue 

Into the Ocean deepe to driue their weary droue. 

High time it feemed then for euery wight 

Th#m to betake vnto their kindly reft ; 520 

Eftfoones long waxen torches weren light, 

Vnto their bowres to gulden euery gueft : 

Tho when the Britoneffe faw all the reft 

Auoided quite, ftie gan her felfe defpoile, 

And fafe commit to her foft fethered neft. 

Where through long watch, & late dayes weary toilc, 

She foundly flept, & carefull thoughts did quite aiToile. 

1. SOI, catch-word 'Therewith' for • There ' of '96 : **., 7«m/': 1. 503, 

* bUdd' : 1. 508, ^Ba/cimano'x 1. 511, 'meryment' i L S>2, ^ditier/e' 
(2nd): 1. 519, ^euerie': 1. 522, ^guyden*: L 525, UommUt^ : 1. 5269 

* hVher . . . dates.' 

VL II 




Ida THE III. BOOKM OF THE \Cant L 

Now whenas all the world in f ilence deepe 
Yfhrowded was, and euery mortall wight 
Was drowned in the depth of deadly fleepe, 530 
Faire Malecajla^ whofe engrieued fpright / 
Could find no reft in fuch perplexed plight. 
Lightly arofe out of her wearie bed, 
And vnder the blacke vele of guilty Night, 
Her with a fcarlot mantle couered, 

That was with gold and Ermines faire enueloped. 

Then panting foft, and trembling euery ioynt, 
Her fearfull feete towards the bowre fhe moued ; 
Where (he for fecret purpofe did appoynt 
To lodge the warlike mayd vn wifely loued, 540 

And to her bed approching, firft fhe prooued, 
Whether fhe flept or wakt, with her foft hand 
She foftly felt, if any member mooued. 
And lent her wary eare to vnderftand. 

If any puffe of breath, or f igne of fence fhe fand. 

Which whenas none fhe fond, with eafie fhift. 
For feare leaft her vnwares fhe fhould abrayd, 
Th'embroderd quilt fhe lightly vp did lift. 
And by her fide her felfe fhe foftly layd. 
Of euery fineft fingers touch affrayd ; 550 

Ne any noife fhe made, ne word fhe fpake, 
But inly figh'd. At laft the royall Mayd 
Out of her quiet flomber did awake. 

And chaungd her weary fide, the better eafe to take. 

L 535, */carioit' : 1. 537, '/ofte ' : 1. 538, * mau'd* : L 540, *mauU . . . 
hm'd* : I. 541, ^proau'd' : 1. 542, 'wakte . . . fofte^x 1. 543, ^foftdy . . . 
tfuxm^d* : L 544, * wary * — accepted from 1609 for * wMty ' of '90 and '96 : 
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Where feeling: one clofe couched by her fide, 
She lightly lept out of her filed bed, 
And to her weapon ran, in minde to gride 
The loathed leachour. But the Dame halfe ded 
Through fuddein feare and ghaftly drerihed, 
Did ftirieke alowd, that through the houfe it rong, 
And the whole family therewith adred, 561 

Raflily out of their rouzed couches fproi^, 

And to the troubled chamber all in annes did throng. 

And / thofe fix Knights that Ladies Champions, 
And eke the Redcroffe knight ran to the ftownd, 
Halfe armd and halfe vnarmd, with them attons : 
Where when confufedly they came, they fownd 
Their Lady lying on the fencelefle grownd ; 
On th'other fide, they faw the warlike Mayd 
All in her fnow-white fmocke, with locks vnbownd, 
Threatning the point of her auenging blade, 571 

That with fo troublous terrour they were all difmayde. 

About their Lady firft they flockt arownd. 
Whom hauing laid in comfortable couch, 
Shortly they reard out of her frofen fwownd ; 
And afterwards they gan with fowle reproch 
To ftirre vp flrife, and troublous contecke broch : 
But by enfample of the laft dayes loffe, 
None of them raftily durft to her approch, 
Ne in fo glorious fpoile themfelues emboffe ; 580 

Her fuccourd eke the Champion of the bloudy CrolTe. 

1. S56, 'bedd'i 1. 558, 'dedd' : 1. 559, ' dreri/udd' : L 5G0, 'Mohi': 
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But one of thofe fixe knights, Gardante hight. 
Drew out a deadly bow and arrow keene, 
Which forth he fent with felonous defpight, 
And fell intent againft the virgin (heene : 
The mortall fteele ftayd not* till it was feene 
To gore her fide, yet was the wound not deepe, 
But lightly rafed her foft filken (kin, 
That drops of purple bloud thereout did weepe, 

Which did her lilly fmock with ftaines of vermeil fteepe. 

Wherewith enrag'd flie fiercely at them flew, 591 

And with her flaming fword about her layd, 
That none of them foule mifchiefe could efchew, 
But with her dreadfull flrokes were all difmayd : / 
Here, there, and euery where about her fwayd 
Her wrathfuU (leele, that none mote it abide ; 
And eke the Redcrojfe knight gaue her good aid, 
Ay ioyning foot to foot, and fide to fide, 

That in (hort fpace their foes they haue quite terrifide. 

Tho whenas all were put to fliamefull flight, 600 

The noble Britomartis her arayd. 
And her bright armes about her body dight : 
For nothing would fhe lenger there be ftayd, 
Where fo loofe life, and fo vngentle trade 
Was vfd of Knights and Ladies feeming gent : 
So earely ere the g^rofle Earthes gryefy fhade, 
Was all difperft out of the firmament. 

They tooke their fteeds, & forth vpo their ioumey went 

1. 589, 'bhod'x 1. 590, 'JUep'x 1. 596, 'abyde'x 1. 597, '^yd' : 1. 598, 
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Cant. II. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxnx 

I, I 7S* Rtdcrvfi knigkl la Briiamarl I, I 

^_T Jt/Miak ArtegaJl : J_T 

y' ^ Tfc wonJnjtu myrrMimr, bf lekiik Hu \ * 

^•^ IK Umi mik kirn didfaU. ▼"▼ 

tmtntmtmtmt 

HEre haue I caufe, in men iuH blame to find. 
That in their proper prayfe too partiall bee, 
And not indifTerent to woman Idnd, 
To whom no fhare in armes and cheualrie 
They do impart, ne maken memorie to 

Of their braae geftes and prowelTe martiall ; 
Scarfe do they fpare to one or two or three, 
Rowme in their writs ; yet the fame writing fmall 
Does all their deeds deface, and dims their glories all 

But / by record of antique times I find. 

That women wont in wanes to beare moft fway. 

And to all great exploits them fetues inclind : 

Of which they Hill the girlond bore away, 

Till enuious Men fearing their rules decay, 

Gtan coyne (Ireight lawes to curb their liberty ; ao 

Yet fith they warlike armes haue layd away : 

L 7, 'prai/t': I. 9, ' tketudne' : \, lo, 'd 
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They haue exceld in artes and pollicy, 
That now we foolifh men that prayfe g^n eke t'enuy. 

or warlike puiflaunce in ages fpent, 

Be thou faire Britomarty whofe prayfe I write, 

But of all wifedome be thou precedent, 

O foueraigne Queene, whofe prayfe I would endite, 

Endite I would as dewtie doth excite ; 

But ah my rimes too rude and rugged arre, 

When in fo high an obiefl they do lite, 30 

And ftriuing, fit to make, I feare do marre : 

Thy felfe thy prayfes tell, and make them knowen farre. 

She trauelling with Guyonhy the way, 

Of fundry things faire purpofe gan to find, 

T'abridg their ioumey long, and lingring day ; 

Mongft which it fell into that Faeries mind. 

To afke this Briton Mayd, what vncouth wind. 

Brought her into thofe parts, and what inqueft 

Made her diflemble her difguifed kind : 

Faire Lady fhe him feemd, like Lady dreft, 40 

But faireft knight aliue, when armed was her breft. 

Thereat fhe fighing foftly, had no powre 
To fpeake a while, ne ready anfwere make. 
But with hart-thrilling throbs and bitter ftowre. 
As if (he had a feuer fit, did quake, / 

1. 27, ^/autroifu , , . endyte^ : 1. 28, * excyte^x 1. 29, *rymes fo'*\ 1. 30, 
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And euery daititie limbe with horrour (hake ; 
And euer and anone the rofy red, 
Flafht through her face, as it had beene a flake 
Of lightning, through bright heauen fulmined ; 
At laft the pafTion paft (he thus him anfwered. 50 

Faire Sir, I let you weete, that from the howre 
I taken was from nourfes tender pap, 
I haue beene trained vp in warlike ftowre. 
To tofien fpeare and fhield, and to afTrap 
The warlike ryder to his moft milhap ; 
Sithence I loathed haue my life to lead, 
As Ladies wont, in pleafures wanton lap. 
To finger the fine needle and nyce thread ; 

Me leuer were with point of foemans fpeare be dead. 

All my delight on deedes of armes is fet, 60 

To hunt out perils and aduentures hard. 
By fea, by land, where fo they may be met, 
Onely for honour and for high regard, 
Without refpefl of richeflfe or reward. 
For fuch intent into thefe parts I came, 
Withouten compaflTe, or \^ithouten card, 
Far fro my natiue foyle, that is by name 

The greater Britainey here to feeke for prayfe and fame. 

Fame blazed hath, that here in Faery lond 

Do many famous Knightes and Ladies wonne, 70 

And many flraunge aduentures to be fond. 

Of which great worth and worfhip may be wonne ; 

1. 49, ^hetun" \ 1. 60, ''fett''. 1. 61, ^ perilles' \ 1. 62, * meit* i 1. 65, 
* partes* : 1. 68, ^ Brytane . . . praife* ; 1. 70, * Doe , , , knightes' : 1. 71, 
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Which I to proue, this voyage haue begonne. 
But mote I weet of you, right curteous knight, 
Tydings of one, that hath vnto me donne 
Late foule difhonour and reprochfull fpight, 
The which I feeke to wreake, and Arthegall he hight 

The/ word gone out, fhe backe againe would call. 
As her repenting fo to haue miflfayd, 
But that he it vp-taking ere the fall, 80 

Her (hortly anfwered ; Faire martiall Mayd 
Certes ye mifauifed beene, tVpbrayd 
A gentle knight with fo vnknightly blame : 
For weet ye well of all, that euer playd 
At tilt or tourney, or like warlike game, 

The noble Arthegall Yi'^^ euer borne the name. 

For thy, great wonder were it, if fuch ftiame 
Should euer enter in his bounteous thought, 
Or euer do, that mote deferuen blame : 
The noble courage neuer weeneth ought, 90 

That may vnworthy of it felfe be thought. 
Therefore, faire Damzell, be ye well aware. 
Lead that too farre ye haue your forrow fought: 
You and your countrey both I wifh welfare. 

And honour both ; for each of other worthy are. 

The royall Mayd woxe inly wondrous glad. 
To heare her Loue fo highly magnifide, 

L 73, •/' before */Aw' inadvertently in '90, instead of before •Z^'— 
thus reading ' Which to prove I this voyage^* not as Dr. Morris inadvertently 
records: 1. 74, ^courteous* : 1. 87, , added : 1. 89, ^ doe" \ 1. 90, V^nr^^': 
1 . 96, 'Moid' : 1. 97> ' magmfyde: 
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And ioyd that euer fhe afSxed had. 
Her hiut on knight fo goodly glfmfide, 
How euer finely fhe it faind to hide ; lOO 

The Ipuing mother, that nine monethes did beare, 
In the deare clofet of her painefull fide, 
Her tender babe, it feeing fafe appeare, 
Doth not fo much reioyce, as Ibe reioyced theare. 

But to occafion him to further talk^ 

To feed her humour with his pleafing ftile. 

Her lift in ftrifull termes with him to balke. 

And thus repUde, How euer. Sir, ye file / 

Yoiu curteous tongue, his prayfes to a>mpile. 

It ill befeemes a kn^t of gentle fort, 1 10 

Such as ye haue him boafted, to beguile 

A f imple mayd, and worke fo haynous tort. 

In fhame of kni^thood, as I laigely can report 

Let be therefore my vengeaunce to dilTwade, 
And read, where I that faytour falfe may find. 
Ah, but if reafon faire might you perfwade, 
To flake your wrath, and mollifie your mind, 
(Said he) peihaps ye fhould it better find : 
For hardy thing it is, to weene by might, 
That man to hard conditions to bind, 1 20 

Or euer hope to match in equall fight, 

Whofe proweiie paragon faw neuer lining wight 

L 99, ' ^«nfjdi' : L 100, 'Aj/dt' : L 103, 'clo/M . , . fyde' : L 106, 
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Ne foothlich is it eafie for to read, 

Where now on earth, or how he may be foaod ; 
For he ne wonneth in one certaine dead, 
But reftlefTe walketh all the world around, 
Ay doing things, that to his fame redound, 
Defending Ladies caufe, and Orphans right, 
Where fo he heares, that any doth confound 
Them comfortleffe, through tyranny or might : 1 30 

So is his foueraine honour ratfde to heauens htght 

His feeling words her feeble fence much pleafed. 
And foftly funck into her molten hart ; 
Hart that is inly hurt, is greatly eafed 
With hope of thing, that may allege his fmart ; 
For pleafing words are like to Magick art, 
That doth the charmed Snake in flomber lay : 
Such fecret eafe felt gentle Britamart^ 
Yet lift the fame efforce with faind gainefay ; 

So difchord oft in Mufick makes the fweeter lay. 140 

And / faid, Sir knight, thefe idle termes forbeare. 
And f ith it is vneath to find his haunt, 
Tell me fome markes, by which he may appeare, 
If chaunce I him encounter parauaunt ; 
For perdic one fhall other flay, or daunt: (what fted. 
What fhape, what fhield, what armes, what deed, 
And what fo elfe his perfon moil may vaunt ? 

1. 124, ^finvnd^^ and so all the rhyme- words in the stanza ''w* for 
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All widch the Redcroffe knight to point ared, 
And him in euery part before her fafliioned. 

Vet him in euery part before (he knew, 150 

How euer lift her now her knowledge faine, 
Sith him whilome in Britaine (he did vew, 
To her reuealed in a mirrhour plaine, 
Whereof did grow her firft engrafTed paine ; 
Whofe root and ftalke fo bitter yet did taft, 
That but the fruit more fweetnefTe did containe, 
Her wretched dayes in dolour (he mote waft, 

And yield the pray of loue to lothfome death at laft. 

By ftrange occaf ion ftie did him behold, 

And much more ftrangely gan to loue his fight, 160 

As it in bookes hath written bene of old. 

In Deheubarth that now South-wales is hight, 

What time king Ryence raigfn'd, and dealed right, 

The great Ms^tian Merlin had deuiz'd, 

By his deepe fcience, and hell-dreaded might, 

A looking glafte, right wondroufly aguiz'd, (lemniz'd. 

Whofe vertues through the wyde world foone were fo- 

It vertue had, to (hew in perfeft fight, 

What euer thing was in the world contaynd. 
Betwixt the loweft earth and heauens hight, 1 70 
So that it to the looker appertaynd ;/ 

1. 148, *aredd* : L 149, ^ euerU^ and so 1. 150: 1. 150, Dr. Morris 
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What euer foe had wrought, or frend had faynd, 
Therein difcouered was, ne ought mote pas, 
Ne ought in fecret from the fame remayned ; 
For thy, it round and hollow fliaped was. 
Like to the world it felfe, and feem'd a world of glas. 

Who wonders not, that reades fo wonderous worke ? 
But who does wonder, that has red the Towre, 
Wherein th'iEgyptian Pkao long did lurke 
From all mens vew, that none might her difcoure, i8o 
Yet fhe might all men vew out of her bowre ? 
Great Ptolonuee it for his lemans fake 
Ybuilded all of glafTe, by Magicke powre. 
And alfo it impregnable did make ; 

Yet when his loue was falfe, he with a peaze it brake. 

Such was the glaflfie globe that Merlin made. 
And gaue vnto king Ryence for his gard. 
That neuer foes his kingdome might inuade. 
But he it knew at home before he hard 
• Tydings thereof, and fo them ftill debar*d. 190 

It was a famous Prefent for a Prince, 
And worthy worke of infinite reward. 
That treafons could bewray, and foes conuince ; 

Happie this Realme, had it remained euer fince. 

One day it fortuned, faire Britomart 
Into her fathers clofet to repayre ; 
For nothing he from her referu'd apart, 
Being his onely daughter and his hayre ; 
Where when (he had efpyde that mirrhour fayre, 

1' 186, *giajffy ' : 1. 194, ^ Happy . • • remtg^md. 
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Her felfe a while therein (he vewd in vaine ; 20c 
Tho her auizing of the vertues rare, 
Which thereof fpoken were, (he gan againe 
Her to bethinke of, that mote to her felfe pertaine. 

But / as it falleth, in the gentlefl harts 

Imperious Loue hath highefl; fet his throne, 

And ^rannizeth in the bitter fmarts 

Of them, that to him buxome are and prone : 

So thou^t this Mayd (as maydens vfe to done) 

Whom fmtune for her hulband would allot, 

Not that Ihe lulled after any one ; 21c 

For (he was pure from blame of f infuU blot. 

Yet wift her life at lafl muft lincke in that fame knot. 

Eftibones there was prefented to her eye 
A comely knight, all arm'd in complet wize, 
Throi^h whofe bright ventayle lifted vp on hye 
His manly face, that did his foes agrize, 
And friends to termes of gentle truce entize, 
I^ookt foorth, as Pluebus face out of the eaft, 
Betwixt two Ihadie mountaines doth arize ; 
Portly his perfon was, and much increall 22< 

Through his Heroicke grace, and honorable geft. 

His crell was couered with a couchant Hound, 
And all his armour feem'd of ant 
But wondrous maifie and affured 
And round about yfretted all wll 
In which there written was with 

L ai7, 'Jrtmds ' ; 1. 319, 'Jiaify MMmtigaiu' 
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Achilles armeSf which Arthegall did Tvin. 
And on his fhield enueloped feuenfold 
He bore a crowned litle Ermilin, 
That deckt the azure field with her faire pouldred fldn. 

The Damzell well did vew his perfonage, 231 

And liked well, ne further faflned not, 
But went her way ; ne her vnguilty age 
Did weene, vnwares, that her vnlucky lot 
Lay hidden in the bottome of the pot ; 
Of hurt vnwift mod daunger doth redound : 
But the falfe Archer, which that altow (hot 
So flyly, that flie did not feele the wound, 

Did fmyle full fmoothly at her weetlefTe wofull ftound. 

Thenceforth the feather in her loftie creft, 240 

Ruffed of loue, gan lowly to auaile. 
And her proud portance, and her princely gfeft, 
With which fhe earft tryumphed, now did quail 
Sad, folemne, fowre, and full of fancies fraile 
She woxe ; yet wift (he neither how, nor why. 
She wift not, filly Mayd, what (he did aile. 
Yet wift, (he was not well at eafe perdy. 

Yet thought it was not loue, but fome melancholy. 

So foone as Night had with her pallid hew 

Defaft the beautie of the (hining (ky, 250 

And reft from men the worlds def ired vew, 
She with her Nourfe adowne to (leepe did lye ; 
But (leepe fiill farre away from her did fly : 

1- 230, '/ayre' : 1. 231, ^Perfonage'' : 1. 240, ^ftther^ : 1. 242, 'prowd 
pcrtauHCi' : I 245, ^nether* : 1. 250, ^Jhymng Jkye' : 1. 251, '■wwldii^* 
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In ftead there of fad f ighes, and forrowes deepe 

Kept watch and ward about her warily. 

That nought fhe did but wayle, and often fteepe 

He daintie couch with teares, which clofely (he did 

(weepe. 

And if that any drop of flombring reft 

Did chaunce to ftill into her wearic fpright, 

When feeble nature felt her felfe oppreft, 260 

Streight way with dreames, and with fantafticke fight 

Of dreadful! things the fame was put to flight, 

That oft out of her bed (he did aftart, 

As one with vew of ghaftly feends affright : 

Tho gan (he to renew her former fmart, 

And thinke of that faire vifajge, written in her hart. 

One / night, when (he was toft with fuch vnreft, 
Her aged Nurfe, whofe name was Glauce hight, 
Feeling her leape out of her loathed neft. 
Betwixt her feeble armes her quickly keight, 270 
And downe againe in her warme bed her dight ; 
Ah my deare daughter, ah my deareft dread, 
What vncouth fit (faid (he) what euill plight 
Hath thee oppreft, and with fad drearyhead 

Chaunged thy liuely cheare, and liuing made thee dead ? 

For not of nought thefe fuddeine ghaftly feares 
All night afflift thy naturall repofe, 
And all the day, when as thine equall peares, 
Their fit difports with faire delight doe chofe, 

1. 257, * dainty' I 1. 259, * weary 'i 1. 266, *fayre' i 1. 268, ' Nourfe'x 
I. 271, ^her^ (2»*) dropped in '90: 1. 273, ^fayd' : 1. 275, *<Sr»*: I. 276, 
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Thou in dull comers doeft thy felfe inclofe, 280 
Ne tafteft Princes pleafures, ne doeft fpred 
Abroad thy frefti youthes faireft flowre, but lofe 
Both leafe and fruit, both too vntimely fhed, 
As one in wilfull bale for euer buried. 

The time, that mortall men their weary cares 
Do lay away, and all wilde beaftes do reft, 
And euery riuer eke his courfe forbeares 
Then doth this wicked euill thee infeft, 
And riue with thoufand throbs thy thrilled breft ; 
Like an huge Aetn* of deepe engulfed griefe, 290 
Sorrow is heaped in thy hollow cheft, 
Whence forth it breakes in fighes and anguifti rife, 

As fmoke and fulphure mingled with confufed ftrife. 

Aye me, how much I feare, leaft loue it bee ; 
But if that loue it be, as fure I read 
By knowen f ignes and pafTions, which I fee. 
Be it worthy of thy race and royall fead, / 
Then I auow by this moft facred head 
Of my deare fofter child, to eafe thy griefe. 
And win thy will : Therefore away doe dread ; 300 
For death nor daunger from thy dew reliefe 

Shall me debarre, tell me therefore my liefeft liefe. 

So hauing faid, her twixt her armes twaine 
She ftraightly ftraynd, and colled tenderly, 
And euery trembling ioynt, and euery vaine 
She foftly felt, and rubbed bufily, 

I. 282, ^ youths fayreft'x 1. 283, ^fruite'i 1. 290, ^gryefe^x 1. 292, ^ryft'\ 
1. 293. 'fiyf^' ' !• 294, "Ay'x L 303» 'J(^yd' : I. 304, ' Shee ftmgktiy' \ 
L 3o6» * Shu^' and so L 309. 
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To doe the frofen cdd away to fly ; 
And her faire deawy eies with kiffes deare 
She oft did bath, and oft againe did dry ; 
And euer her importund, not to feare 310 

To let the fecret of her hart to her appeare. 

The Damzell pauzd, and then thus fearefully; 

Ah Nurfe, what needeth thee to eke my paine ? 

Is not enough, that I alone doe dye, 

But it muft doubled be with death of twaine ? 

For nought for me but death there doth remaine. 

O daughter deare (faid fhe) defpaire no whit ; 

For neuer fore, but might a falue obtaine : 

That blinded God, which hath ye blindly fmit. 
Another arrow hath your louers hart to hit. 320 

But mine is not (quoth fhe) like others wound ; 
For which no reafon can find remedy. 
Was neuer fuch, but mote the like be found, 
(Said fhe) and though no reafon may apply 
Salue to your fore, yet loue can higher flye, 
Then reafons reach, and oft hath wonders donne. 
But neither God of loue, nor God of fky 
Can doe (faid fhe) that, which cannot be donne. 

Things oft impoffible (quoth fhe) feeme, ere begonne. 

Thefe / idle words (faid fhe) doe nought affwage 330 
My flubborne fmart, but more annoyance breed, 
For no no vfuall fire, no vfuall rage 
It i% 6 Nurfe, which on my life doth feed, 

!• 309, ^ofte , . , bathe . . . ofte'i 1. 315, *bee': I. 317, ^defpeire^i 1. 321, 
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And fuckes the bloud, which from my hart doth bleed 
But f incc thy faithful! zeale lets me not hyde 
My crime, (if crime it be) I will it reed. 
Nor Prince, nor pere it is, whofe loue hath g^de 
My feeble bred of late, and launched this wound wyde. 

Nor man it is, nor other liuing wight ; 

For then fome hope I might vnto me draw, 340 

But th'only fhade and femblant of a knight, 

Whofe fliape or perfon yet I neuer faw. 

Hath me fubiefled to loues cruell law : 

The fame one day, as me misfortune led, 

I in my fathers wondrous mirrhour faw, 

And pleafed with that feeming goodly-hed, 

Vnwares the hidden hooke with baite I fwallowed. 

Sithens it hath infixed fafter hold 

Within my bleeding bowels, and fo fore 

Now ranckleth in this fame fraile flefhly mould, 350 

That all mine entrailes flow with poyfnous gore. 

And thVlcer groweth daily more and more ; 

Ne can my running fore find remedie. 

Other then my hard fortune to deplore. 

And languifli as the leafe falne from the tree, 

Till death make one end of my dayes and miferie. 

Daughter (faid fhe) what need ye be difmayd, 
Or why make ye fuch Monfter of your mind ? 
Of much more vncouth thing I was afTrayd ; 
Of filthy luft, contrarie vnto kind : / 360 

1. 334» V^^s . . . blood* : 1. 335, 'zele' : L 349, 'baitfells'i I. 351, 
^pot/nous * : 1. 353, * ronnin^ . . . renudee* : 1. 355, */aIn * : 1. 356, *daia 
. . . miferee * : 1. 358, * mindcy and so each rhyme- word in the stanza *^': 
1. 360, ^contrary,* 
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But this affeflion nothing flraunge I find ; 
For who with reafon can you aye reproue, 
To loue the femblant pleafing moft your mind, 
And yield your heart, whence ye cannot remoue ? 
No guilt in you, but in the tyranny of loue. 

Not fo ^Arabian Myrrhe did fet her mind ; 
Nor fo did Biblis fpend her pining hart, 
But lou'd their natiue flefh againil all kind, 
And to their purpofe vfed wicked art : 
Yet playd Pafiphae a more monftrous part, 370 

That lou'd a Bull, and learnd a beafl to bee ; 
Such fhamefuU lufts who loaths not, which depart 
From courfe of nature and of modeftie ? 

Sweet loue fuch lewdnes bands from his faire companie. 

But thine my Deare (welfare thy heart my deare) 
Though ftrange beginning had, yet fixed is 
On one, that worthy may perhaps appeare ; 
And certes feemes bellowed ndt amis : 
loy thereof haue thou and etemall blis. 
With that vpleaning on her elbow weake, 380 

Her alablafter breft (he foft did kis. 
Which all that while fhe felt to pant and quake. 

As it an Earth-quake were ; at laft fhe thus befpake. 

Beldame, your words doe worke me litle eafe ; 
For though my loue be not fo lewdly bent, 

L 363, */embkmtii*i L 366, ^/ett . . . myndf* and so all the rhyme- words 
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As thofe ye blame, yet may it nought appeafe 
My raging fmart, ne ought my flame rdent, 
But rather doth my helpelefle griefe augment 
For they, how euer (hamefuU and vnkind, 
Yet did poflfeflTe their horrible intent : 390 

Short end of forrowes they thereby did find ; 
So was their fortune good, though wicked were their 
mind. 

But / wicked fortune mine, though mind be good. 
Can haue no end, nor hope of my def ire. 
But feed on fhadowes, whiles I die for food. 
And like a (hadow wexe, whiles with entire 
Affe6lion, I doe languiih and expire. 
I fonder, then Cephiftis foolifli child. 
Who hauing vewed in a fountaine fhere 
His face, was with the loue thereof beguild ; 400 

I fonder loue a (hade, the bodie farre exild. 

Nought like (quoth (he) for that fame wretched boy 

Was of himfelfe the idle Paramoure; 

Both loue and louer, without hope of ioy. 

For which he faded to a watry flowre. 

But better fortune thine, and better howre. 

Which lou*ft the (hadow of a warlike knight ; 

No (hadow, but a bodie hath in powre : 

That bodie, wherefoeuer that it light. 
May learned be by cyphers, or by Magicke might 410 

1. 389, *vnkinde'\ 1. 391, Uh^ . . . fimU': I ^g2,* minde*: I 393, 

* minde^^ and in 1609 ^minc'': 1. 398, ^ chyld^ and so 11. 400-1 *^* for *i': 
1. 401, * body far' I 1. 402, *Jfue' i 1. 403, ^him/el/c . . , ydW \ 1. 408, 

* body^ and so L 409, 
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But if thou may with reafon yet repreflfe 
The growing euill, ere it ftrength haue got, 
And thee abandond wholly doe poffeffe, 
Againft it ftrongly ftriue, and yield thee not, 
Till thou in opeti field adowne be fmot. . 
But if the pafTion mayfter thy fraile might. 
So that needs loue or death muft be thy lot, 
Then I auow to thee, by wrong or right 

To compafle thy defire, and find that loued knight 

Her chearefull words much cheard the feeble fpright 
Of the ficke virgin, that her downe ftie layd 421 
In her warme bed to fleepe, if that ftie might ; 
And the old-woman carefully difplayd / 
The clothes about her round with buf ie ayd ; 
So that at laft a little creeping fleepe 
Surprifd her fenfe : She therewith well apayd. 
The drunken lampe downe in the oyle did fleepe, 

And fet her by to watch, and fet her by to weepe. 

Earely the morrow next, before that day 

His ioyous face did to the world reueale, 430 

They both vprofe and tooke their readie way 

Vnto the Church, their prayers to appeale. 

With great deuotion, and with litle zeale : 

For the faire Damzell from the holy herfe 

Her loue-ficke hart to other thoughts did ileale ; 

And that old Dame faid many an idle verfe. 

Out of her daughters hart fond fancies to reuerfe. 

1. 412, *" gotty and so all the rhyme-words of the stanza, double / : 
L 413, * wholy ' : L 415, * adoivne ' : 1. 417, ^ bee' \ 1. 424, * btify ' : 
1, 425, * litle ' : I. 426, * fence : Shee ' : 1. 427, * dronken lamp down . . . 
oyV \ 1. 428, *y^//* (^): 1. 430, ^retiele' I 1. 431, * reaily ' : 1. 432, ' praU'rs 
, . . c^le ' : L 433, • uU,' 
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Returned home, the royall Infant fell 
Into her former fit ; for why, no powre 
Nor guidance of her felfe in her did dwell. 440 

But th'aged Nurfe her calling to her bowre, 
Hath gathered Rew, and Sauine, and the flowre 
Of Camphara^ and Calamint, and Dill, 
All which fhe in an earthen Pot did poure. 
And to the brim with Colt wood did it fill. 

And many drops of milke and bloud through it did fpilL 

Then taking thrife three haires from off her head. 
Them trebly breaded in a threefold lace. 
And round about the pots mouth, bound the thread. 
And after hauing whifpered a fpace 450 

Certaine fad words, with hollow voice and bace. 
She to the virgin faid, thrife faid (he it ; 
Come daughter come, come ; fpit vpon my face, 
Spit thrife vpon me, thrife vpon me fpit ; 

ThVneuen number for this bufinefle is moft fit 

That / fayd, her round about fhe from her tumd, 
She turned her contrarie to the Sunne, 
Thrife fhe her tumd contrary, and retumd, 
All contrary, for fhe the right did fhunne, 
And euer what fhe did, was flreight vndonne. 460 
So thought fhe to vndoe her daughters loue : 
But loue, that is in gentle brefl b^onne, 

1. 439, *//// and no , after '■why'^x 1. 440, *■ guidaunce"* \ 1. 441, ^ N&urfe^i 
1. 446, ^rnilk . . . biood' : 1. 447, * heares . . . ^' : 1. 448, * Then* in '90, 
but corrected in * Faults efcaped' : lA, ^braided* in 1609: L 449, ^ Pets 
. . . bond': 1. 451, * Certnn ': 1. 452, '^e , . , fayd' {bis) ^itt'i 1. 454, 
^fpitt' {bis) : 1. 455, * ^mber . . . bujines . . , fitt'' : 1. 456, *rownd^ : 
!• 457^ * cofUrary: 
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No idle charmes fo lightly may remoue, 
That well can witneffe, who by triall it does proue. 

Ne ought it mote the noble Mayd auayle, 
Ne flake the furie of her cniell flame, 
But that flie fliill did wafl:e, and fl:ill did wayle, 
That through long langour, and hart-burning brame 
She ftiortly like a pyned ghoft became, 
Which long hath waited by the Stygian ftrond. 470 
That when old Glauce faw, for feare lead blame 
Of her mifcarriage fhould in her be fond, 

She wift not how t'amend, nor how it to withfl:ond. 

Cant. III. 





Merlin bewrayes to Britomart^ 

theftate ofArtegall, 
Andjhewes the famous Progeny 

which from themfpringenJhaU. 





MOft facred fire, that burnefl: mightily 
In lining breft:s, ykindled firfl: aboue, 
Emongfl: th'eternall fpheres and lamping flcy. 
And thence pourd into men, which men call Loue ; / 

1. 463* ^ydU'x 1.464, 'tryaU\ I.466, 'fury' : 1. 468, * laugour' m *^ i 
id., * 6r».' 

1. 3, 'Arthega/r : 1. 4^ 'Jhews* : 1. 6, * Oh' for *Mo/i' of '90 and '96 in 
1609 : id., *fyre,* 
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Not that fame, which doth bafe affections moue lo 
In brutifli minds, and filthy luft inflame. 
But that fweet fit, that doth true beautie loue, 
And chofeth vertue for his deareft Dame, 
Whence fpring all noble deeds and neuer dying fame : 

Well did Antiquitie a God thee deeme, 

That ouer mortall minds haft fo great might, 

To order them, as beft to thee doth feeme, 

And all their a6lions to dire£l aright ; 

The fatall purpofe of diuine foref ight. 

Thou doeft effecEl in deftined defcents, 20 

Through deepe impreff ion of thy fecret might. 

And ftirredft vp th'Heroes high intents, 

Which the late world admyres for wondrous monimets. 

But thy dread darts in none doe triumph more, 
Ne brauer proofe in any, of thy powre 
Shew'dft thou, then in this royall Maid of yore. 
Making her feeke an vnknowne Paramoure, 
From the worlds end, through many a bitter ftowre : 
From whofe two loynes thou afterwards did rayfe 
Moft famous fruits of matrimoniall bowre, 30 

Which through the earth haue fpred their liuing prayfe, 

That fame in trompe of gold eternally difplayes. 

Begin then, 6 my deareft facred Dame, 
Daughter of Phcebus and of Mentorie, 

1. 10, catch-word 'Nor' not in ^96 : 1. ii, * mindes' i 1. 12, *JweeU'\ 
1. 14, 'decdis'x 1. 15, *AnHquity'x\, 16, ' mindes'i L 23, * iwa/rwtf ' : L 24, 

* dredd dartes ': 1. 29, * afterwardes ' : 1. 30, *fruUes *: 1, 31, '/predd' : L 32, 

• tromp * : 1. 33, * C?,' and so 1. 38 : 1. 34, * MemoryeJ' 
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That doeft ennoble with immortall name 
The warlike Worthies, from antiquitie, 
In thy great volume of Etemitie : 
Begin, 6 Clio^ and recount from hence 
My glorious Soueraines goodly aunceftie, 
Till that by dew degrees and long pretence, 40 

Thou haue it laftly brought vnto her Excellence. 

Full / many wayes within her troubled mind, 
Old Glauu caft, to cure this Ladies griefe : 
Full many waies {he fought, but none could find, 
Nor herbes, nor charmes, nor counfell, that is chiefe 
And choifefl med'dne for ficke harts reliefe : 
For thy great care flie tooke, and greater feare, 
Leaft that it fhould her tume to foule repriefe, 
And fore reproch, when fo her father deare 

Should of his deareft daughters hard misfortune heare. 

At lad fhe her auifd, that he, which made 5 1 

That mirrhour, wherein the ficke Damofell 
So ftraungely vewed her ftraunge louers Ihade, 
To weet, the learned Merlin^ well could tell, 
Vnder what coaft of heauen the man did dwell. 
And by what meanes his loue might beft be wrought : 
For though beyond the Africk Ifmaelly 
Or thTndian Peru he were, fhe thought 

Him forth through infinite endeuour to haue fought 

Forthwith themfelues difguifing both in ftraunge 60 
And bafe attyre, that none might them bewray, 

L 36, * antiquUyty and so *^ ' for * T in all the rhyme- words of the 
stanza : L 40, ^ pretenfe' : 1. 45, ^coun/el* : 1. 46, */uk' : 1. 48, ^fawle ' : 
L 51, 'am/ck' ; 1. 60, * them feluts,' 
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To Maridunum^ that is now by chaunge 
Of name Cayr-Merdin cald, they tooke their way : 
There the wife Merlin whylome wont (they fay) 
To make his wonne, low vndemeath the g^und. 
In a deepe delue, farre from the vew of day, 
That of no liuing wight he mote be found, 
When fo he counfeld with his fprights encopail round 

And if thou euer happen that fame way 

To trauell, goe to fee that dreadfull place : 70 

It is an hideous hollow caue (they fay) 

Vnder a rocke that lyes a litle fpace / 

From the fwift Barry ^ tombling downe apace, 

Emongft the woodie hilles of Dyneuowre : 

But dare thou not, I charge, in any cace. 

To enter into that fame balefull Bowre, 

For fear the cruell Feends fhould thee vnwares deuowre. 

But (landing high aloft, low lay thine eare. 
And there fuch ghaftly noife of yron chaines. 
And brafen Caudrons thou (halt rombling heare, 80 
Which thoufand fprights with long enduring paines 
Doe toffe, that it will ftonne thy feeble braines. 
And oftentimes great grones, and grieuous ftounds, 
When too huge toile and labour them conflraines : 
And oftentimes loud ftrokes, and ringing founds 

From vnder that deepe Rocke mod horribly rebounds. 

The caufe fome fay is this : A litle while 
Before that Merlin dyde, he did intend, 

1. 68, 'coufeld' : 1. 70, ' traueill, go' i 1. 72, 'Rock' : L 74, *woody'\ 
1. 77, * Feendes' : 1. 79, ' noy/e' : 1. 82, *ftoun'\ 1. 83, * 6* . . . Jhumds'-. 
1. 8$, 'fowndes'i 1. 86, 'Rock . . . rebownds^ i l. 87, * whylei 9xA all 
rhyme-words of the stanza *y ' for ' 1. * 
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A brafen wall in compas to compile 
About Cairmardin^ and did it commend 90 

Vnto thefe Sprights, to bring to perfefl end. 
During which worke the Ladie of the Lake, 
Whom long he lou'd, for him in haft did fend, 
Who thereby forft his workemen to forfake, 
Them bound till his retume, their labour not to flake. 

In the meane time through that falfe Ladies traine, 
He was furprifd, and buried vnder beare, 
Ne euer to his worke returnd againe : 
Nath'lefle thofe feends may not their worke forbeare, 
So greatly his commaundement they feare, 1 00 

But there doe toyle and trauell day and night, 
Vntill that brafen wall they vp doe reare : 
For Merlin had in Magicke more inf ight, 

Than euer him before or after lining wight. 

For / he by words could call out of the flcy 

Both Sunne and Moone, and make them him obay : 

The land to fea, and fea to maineland dry, 

And darkefome night he eke could tume to day : 

Huge hoftes of men he could alone difmay. 

And hoftes of men of meaneft things could frame, no 

When fo him lift his enimies to fray : 

That to this day for terror of his fame. 

The feends do quake, when any him to them does name. 

And footh, men fay that he was not the fonne 
Of mortall Syre, or other lining wight, 

L 95, * brntrnd . . . retoume *: 1. lOi, * troMeUe ' : 1. 105, * wordes *: 1. 107, 
* Land' : 1. 108, *dark/om* i 1. no, U/Ungts'i L 113, *whe.* 
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But wondroufly begotten, and b^onne 
By falfe illufion of a guilefull Spright, 
On a faire Ladie Nonne, that whilome hight 
Matilda^ daughter to Pubidius^ 
Who was the Lord of Mathrauall by right, * 1 20 
And coofen vnto king Ambrofius : 
Whence he indued was with (kill fo maruellous. 

They here ariuing, (laid a while without, 
Ne durft aduenture rafhly in to wend, 
But of their firft intent gan make new dout 
For dread of daunger, which it might portend : 
Vntill the hardie Mayd (with loue to frend) 
Firft entering, the dreadfull Mage there found 
Deepe buf ied bout worke of wondrous end. 
And writing ftrange charafters in the g^und, 130 

With which the ftubbom feends he to his feruice bound. 

He nought was moued at their entrance bold : 
For of their comming well he wift afore. 
Yet lift them bid their bufineiTe to vnfold. 
As if ought in this world in fecret ftore / 
Were from him hidden, or vnknowne of yore. 
Then Glance thus, let not it thee offend. 
That we thus raflily through thy darkefome dore, 
Vnwares haue preft : for either fatall end. 

Or other mightie caufe vs two did hither fend. 140 

He bad tell on ; And then ftie thus b^^an. 

Now haue three Moones with borrowed brothers light, 

1. 118, ^Lady'iX, 120^ * MtUhreual* i L 122, * mtnseiUus* z L 127, 
' hardy''-, 1. 128, *f(mmdt' and so '«; ' in rhyme-words of the stanza : 1. 131, 
^ fluhbartu fietuies^ X 1. 132, ^entraunce'i L 135, '/ecrete^'. catch -word * IVen* 
not in '96 : 1. 138, ' darkfim' : 1. 140^ *kether' : L 142, *d9rrameL* 
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Thrice fhined faire, and thrice feem'd dim and wan, 
Sith a fore euill, which this virgin bright 
Tormenteth, and doth plonge in dolefull plight, 
Firfl: rooting tooke ; but what thing it mote bee, 
Or whence it fprong, I cannot read aright : 
But this I read, that but if remedee, 
Thou her afford, full fhortly I her dead fhall fee. 

Therewith th'Enchaunter foftly gan to fmyle 150 

At her fmooth fpeeches, weeting inly well, 
That (he to him diffembled womanifh guyle, 
And to her faid, Beldame, by that ye tell. 
More need of leach-craft hath your Damozell, 
Then of my (kill : who helpe may haue elfewhere, 
In vaine feekes wonders out of Magicke fpell. 
Th'old woman wox half blanck, thofe words to heare; 

And yet was loth to let her purpofe plaine appeare. 

And to him faid. If any leaches fkill, 

Or other learned meanes could haue redred 160 

This my deare daughters deepe engraffed ill, 

Certes I Ihould be loth thee to moleft : 

But this fad euill, which doth her infefl. 

Doth courfe of naturall caufe farre exceed. 

And houfed is within her hollow bred, 

That either feemes fome curfed witches deed. 

Or euill fpright, that in her doth fuch torment breed. 

The / wifard could no lenger beare her bord, 
But brufling forth in laughter, to her fayd ; 

■Li43,'>Wil.l54.**«|«»':LiSI.'»»«J'! l-Uft'J^ 
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Glauce^ what needs this colourable word, 170 

To cloke the caufe, that hath it felfe bewrayd ? 
Ne ye faire Britanutrtis^ thus arayd, 
More hidden are, then Sunne in cloudy vele ; 
Whom thy good fortune, hauing fate obayd, 
Hath hither brought, for fuccour to appele ; 
The which the powres to thee are pleafed to reuele. 

The doubtfuU Mayd, feeing her felfe defcryde. 
Was all abafht, and her pure yuory 
Into a cleare Carnation fuddeine dyde ; 
As faire Aurora rifing haftily, 180 

Doth by her blufhing tell, that fhe did lye 
All night in old Tithonus frofen bed. 
Whereof (he feemes afhamed inwardly. 
But her old Nourfe was nought difhartened, 

But vauntage made of that, which Merlin had ared. 

• 
And fayd, Sith then thou knoweft all our griefe, 

(For what doeft not thou know ?) of grace I pray, 

Pitty our plaint, and yield vs meet reliefe. 

With that the Prophet ftill awhile did ftay, 

And then his fpirite thus gan forth difplay ; 190 

Mod noble Virgin, that by fatall lore 

Had leam'd to loue, let no whit thee difmay 

The hard begin, that meets thee in the dore. 

And with fliarpe fits thy tender hart oppreffeth fore. 

For fo muft all things excellent begin. 

And eke enrooted deepe muft be that Tree, 

L 170, 'ruedes' : I 172, */ayre,* and so 1. 180: 1. 175, ^heiker*: L 184, 
'olde' : 1. 188, 'playnt' : L 190, '/oortA* : 1. 193, 'Aegif$ne . . • muUs: 
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Whofe big embodied braunches (hall not lin, 
Till they to heauens hight forth ftretched bee. / 
For from thy wombe a famous Progenie 
Shall fpring, out of the auncient Traian blood, 200 
Which (hall reuiue the fleeping memorie 
Of thofe fame antique Peres, the heauens brood, 
Which Greece and Afian riuers flained with their blood. 

Renowmed kings, and facred Emperours, 

Thy fruitfuU Offpring, fhall from thee defcend ; 
Braue Captaines, and mod mighty warriours. 
That fhall their conquefts through all lands extend. 
And their decayed kingdomes (hall amend : 
The feeble Britons, broken with long warre, 
They (hall vpreare, and mightily defend 210 

Againft their forrein foe, that comes from farre, 

Till vniuerfall peace compound all ciuill iarre. 

It was not, Britomart^ thy wandring eye, 
Glauncing vnwares in charmed looking glas, 
But the ftreight courfe of heauenly deftiny, 
Led with etemall prouidence, that has 
Guided thy glaunce, to bring his will to pas : 
Ne is thy fate, ne is thy fortune ill, 
To loue the proweft knight, that euer was. 
Therefore fubmit thy wayes vnto his will, 220 

And do by all dew meanes thy deftiny fulfill. 

But read (faid Glauce) thou Magitian 

What meanes (hall (he out feeke, or what wayes take } 

1. 198, * heuens^ catch-word * For * not in '96 : 1. 199, * Pfogenee ': 1. 201, 
* memoret * : 1. 202, * Aeu^ns ' : L 203, ' <5r* . . . flayned *: 1. 208, 'JhalV in 
1679 is emended *«//': 1. 211, *forren*x 1. 217, * Guyded' : 1. 221, Vo^* : 
1. 223, ^Tvayes,* 
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How (hall (he know, how (hall (he find the man ? 
Or what needs her to toyle, fith fates can make 
Way for themfelues, their purpofe to partake ? 
Then Merlin thus ; Indeed the fates are firme, 
And may not (hrinck, though all the world do (hake: 
Yet ought mens good endeuours them confirme, 
And guide the heauenly caufes to their conftant terme: 

The /man whom heauens haue ordaynd to bee 231 
The fpoufe of BritotPiort^ is Arthegall : 
He wonneth in the land of Fayeree^ 
Yet is no Fary borne, ne fib at all 
To Elfes, but fprong of feed terre(briall, 
And whilome by falfe Faries (lolne away, 
Whiles yet in infant cradle he did crall ; 
Ne other to himfelfe is knowne this day. 

But that he by an Elfe was gotten of a Fay. 

But footh he is the fonne of Gorlois^ 240 

And brother vnto Coder Comi(h king, 
And for his warlike feates renowmed is, 
From where the day out of the fea doth fpring, 
Vntill the clofure of the Euening. 
From thence, him firmely bound with faithfull band, 
To this his natiue feyle thou backe (halt bring. 
Strongly to aide his countrey, to withftand 

The powre of forrein Paynims, which inuade thy land. 

Great aid thereto his mighty puiflaunce, 

And dreaded name (hall giue in that fad day: 250 

1. 224, 'Jinde ' : L 225, 'tued^s' : L 226, 'pertake'i 1. 227, * thm,' for ; 
ib.,'Indeede ' : 1. 230, 'guyde'i 1. 236, ' whykmu'\ 1. 237, « WhyUs ': 1. 247, 
* aydi ' : 1, 248, ^forreine ' : 1, 249, * ayd,* 
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Where alfo proofe of thy prow vah'aunce 
Thou then (halt make, t'increafe thy louers pray. 
Long time ye both in armes fhall beare great fway, 
Till thy wombes burden thee from them do call, 
And his laft fate him from thee take away, 
Too rathe cut off by praftife criminall 
Of fecret foes, that him fhall make in mifchiefe fall. 

Where thee yet fhall he leaue for memory 
Of his late puifTaunce, his Image dead, 
That liuing him in all aftiuity 260 

To thee fhall reprefent He from the head / 
Of his coof in Conjiantius without dread 
Shall take the crowne, that was his fathers right, 
And therewith crowne himfelfe in th'others flead : 
Then fhall he iffew forth with dreadfull might, 

Againfl his Saxon foes in bloudy field to fight. 

Like as a Lyon, that in drowfie caue 

Hath long time flept, himfelfe fo fhall he fliake, 
And comming forth, fhall fpred his banner braue 
Ouer the troubled South, that it fhall make 270 

The warlike Mertians for feare to quake : 
Thrife fhall he fight with them, and twife fhall win, 
But the third time fhall faire accordaunce make : 
And if he then with vi6lorie can lin, 

He fhall his dayes with peace bring to his earthly In. 

His fonne, hight Vortipore^ fhall him fucceede 
In kingdome, but not in felicity ; 

L 257, */ecrete'i 1. 258, * With'i 1. 259, ^ymage'-. catch-word * 6?/*' notm 
'96 : 1. 262, * coofen ' : 1. 266, * bloody ' : 1. 273, 'fay re' 
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Yet fhall he long time warre with happy fpeed, 
And with great honour many battels try : 
But at the laft to th'importunity 280 

Of froward fortune fhall be forft to yield. 
But his fonne Malgo fhall full mightily 
Auenge his fathers lofle, with fpeare and fhield, 
And his proud foes difcomfit in viftorious field. 

Behold the man, and tell me Britomart^ 
If ay more goodly creature thou didfl fee ; 
How like a Gyaunt in each manly part 
Beares he himfelfe with portly maieflee, 
That one of th'old Heroes feemes to bee : 
He the fix Iflands, comprouinciall 290 

In auncient times vnto great Britainee, 
Shall to the fame reduce, and to him call 

Their fundry kings to do their homage feuerall. 

All / which his fonne Careticus awhile 

Shall well defend, and Saxons powre fupprefle, 
Vntill a ftraunger king from vnknowne foyle 
Arriuing, him with multitude opprefTe ; 
Great Gormond^ hauing with huge mightinefTe 
Ireland fubdewd, and therein fixt his throne, 
Like a fwift Otter, fell through emptinefle, 300 

Shall ouerfwim the fea with many one 

Of his Norueyfes, to aflfifl the Britons fone. 

He in his furie all fhall ouerrunne. 

And holy Church with faithleffe hands deface, 
That thy fad people vtterly fordonne, 
Shall to the vtmoft mountaines fly apace : 

I. 279, * batteils ' : 1. 293, ^ fondry , , , doe* i I, 296, * Tmktumme ' — ^mis- 
printed * vfikaiune ' in '96 : 1. 303, * cu€rronne ' : L 304, * handes* 
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Was neuer fo great waft in any place, 
Nor fo fowle outrage doen by liuing men : 
For all thy Cities they (hall facke and race, 
And the greene graffe, that groweth, they ftiall bren 
That euen the wild beaft (hall dy in ftarued den. 311 

Whiles thus the Britons do in languour pine, 
Proud Etheldred fhall from the North arife, 
Seruing th'ambitious will of AuguJlinCy 
And paffing Dee with hardy enterprife, 
Shall backe repulfe the valiaunt Brockwell twife, 
And Bangor with maffacred Martyrs fill : 
But the third time fhall rew his foolhardife : 
For Cadwan pittying his peoples ill, 

Shall ftoutly him defeat, and thoufand Saxons kill. 320 

But after him, Cadwallin mightily 

On his fonne Edwin all thofe wrongs fhall wreake ; 

Ne fhall auaile the wicked forcery 

Of falfe Pellite, his purpofes to breake, / 

But him fhall flay, and on a gallowes bleake 

Shall giue th'enchaunter his vnhappy hire : 

Then fhall the Britons, late difmayd and weake. 

From their long vafTalage gin to refpire. 

And on their Paynim foes auenge their ranckled ire. 

Ne fhall he yet his wrath fo mitigate, 330 

Till both the fonnes of Edwin he haue flaine, 

!• 307* 'w'*?^' : !• 308, * outrage* — misprinted * autrage* in '96: 1. 309. 
* CMes' : 1. 311, 'lai/de': 1. 312, *t/iy*: id., ' doe' \ catchword */>'///' 
not in 96: 1. 325, ^ bleak* \ 1. 326, : added : 1. 331, ^Jlayne,' and so 
<^ ' for ' I ' in all the rhyme- words of the stanza. 
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Offricke and Ofricke^ twinnes vnfortunate, 
Both flaine in battell vpon Laybume plaine, 
Together with the king of Lauthiane, 
Hight A din, and the king of Orkeny^ 
Both ioynt partakers of the fatall paine : 
But Penda, fearefuU of like defteny, 
Shall yield him felfe his liegeman, and fweare fealty. 

Him fhall he make his fatall Inftrument, 

T*affli£l the other Saxons vnfubdewd ; 340 

He marching forth with fury infolent 

Againft the good king good 0/waldy who indewd 

With heauenly powre, and by Angels refkewd, 

All holding crofles in their hands on hye, 

Shall him defeate withouten bloud imbrewd : 

Of which, that field for endleffe memory, 

Shall Heuenfield be cald to all pofterity. 

Where at Cadivallin wroth, fhall forth iffew. 
And an huge hofte into Northumber lead. 
With which he godly Ofwald fhall fubdew, 3 50 

And crowne with martyrdome his facred head. 
Whofe brother Ofivin, daunted with like dread, 
With price of filuer fhall his kingdome buy, 
And Pettddy feeking him adowne to tread, 
Shall tread adowne, and do him fowly dye, 

But (hall with gifts his Lord Cadwallin pacify. 

Then / fhall Cadwallin dye, and then the raine 
Of Britons eke with him attonce fhall dye ; 

1. 333. 'battaile *: 1. 336, * their * : 1. 345, * dUod* : I. 355, 'doe*: 1 3$^ 
'^uijis'isic]: 1. 357» *<'-'>.* 
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Ne fhall the good Cadwcdlader with paine, 
Or powre, be hable it to remedy, 360 

When the full time prefixt by deftiny, 
Shalbe expird oi Btitons regiment. 
For heauen it felfe fhall their fucceffe enuy, 
And them with plagues and murrins peftilent 
Confume, till all their warlike puifTaunce be fpent. 

Yet after all thefe forrowes, and huge hills 
Of dying people, during eight yeares fpace, 
Cadwallader not yielding to his ills, 
From Armoricke, where long in wretched cace 
He Hu'd, returning to his natiue place, 370 

Shalbe by vif ion ftaid from his intent : 
For th'heauens haue decreed, to difplace 
The Britons, for their f innes dew punifhment. 

And to the Saxons ouer-giue their gouernment. 

Then woe, and woe, and euerlafting woe. 
Be to the Briton babe, that flialbe borne. 
To Hue in thraldome of his fathers foe ; 
Late King, now captiue, late Lord, now forlorne, 
The worlds reproch, the cruell viftours fcorne, 
Baniflit from Princely bowre to waftfull wood : 380 
O who fhall helpe me to lament, and mourne 
The royall feed, the antique Troian blood, 

Whofe Empire lenger here, then euer any flood. 

The Damzell was full deepe empaffioned, 
Both for his griefe, and for her peoples fake, 

1. 363, 'heuen'i 1. 371, 'Jiaide' : 1. 378, 'king. . . lord': 1. 379, 
^vv^ors' : L 380, 'frin/ely , . . luafteJuP : L 383, 'empire* 
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Whofe future woes fo plaine he fafhioned, 
And fighing fore, at length him thus befpake ; / 
Ah but will heauens fury neuer flake, 
Nor vengeaunce huge relent it felfe at lad ? 
Will not long mifery late mercy make, 390 

But fhall their name for euer be defall, 
And quite from of th'earth their memory be raft ? 

Nay but the terme (faid he) is limited, 

That in this thraldome Britons fliall abide, 

And the iuft reuolution meafured. 

That they as Straungers flialbe notifide. 

For twife foure hundreth yeares (halbe fupplide, 

Ere they to former rule reftor'd (halbee. 

And their importune fates all fatisfide : 399 

Yet during this their moft obfcuritee, (may fee. 

Their beames (hall oft breake forth, that men them faire 

For Rltodorickiy whofe furname (halbe Great, 
Shall of him felfe a braue enfample (hew, 
That Saxon kings his friendfhip fliall intreat ; 
And Howell Dha fliall goodly well indew 
The faluage minds with flcill of iuft and trew ; 
Then Griffyth Conan alfo fhall vp reare 
His dreaded head, and the old fparkes renew 
Of natiue courage, that his foes fliall feare, (beare. 

Leaft backe againe the kingdome he from them fliould 

Catch-word *^A* not in '96: 1. 388, ^ heuens' : 1. 391, 'de/a/ie'i L 392, 
* ^ (— off) dropped both in '90 and '96, but corrected in * Faults efcaped' 
of the former: 1^., ^rafle^\ 1. 393, */ayd'i 1. 397, ^fature* i ib,^ * yeans* 
dropped in '96 by error ; and 1609 instead of recurring to '90 supplies 
'full ' to complete the line. See our Life of Spenser in Vol. I. : 1, 398, 
*vn(o their* [su] : 1. 401, ^o/ie . . , the* i 1. 409, ^ corage^ 
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Ne Ihall the Saxons felues all peaceably 41 1 

Enioy the crowne, which they from Britons wonne 
Firft ill, and after ruled wickedly : 
For ere two hundred yeares be full outronne. 
There fhall a Rauen far from rifing Sunne^ 
With his wide wings vpon them fiercely fly, 
And bid his faithleffe chickens ouerronne 
The fruitfuU plaines, and with fell cruelty, 

In their auenge, tread downe the vi6lours furquedry. 

Yet / fhall a third both thefe, and thine fubdew ; 420 
There fhall a Lyon from the fea-bord wood 
Of Neujlria come roring, with a crew 
Of hungry whelpes, his battailous bold brood, 
Whofe clawes were newly dipt in cruddy blood. 
That from the Danifke Tyrants head fhall rend 
ThVfurped crowne, as if that he were wood. 
And the fpoile of the countrey conquered 

Emongft his young ones fhall diuide with bountyhed. 

Tho when the terme is full accomplifhid. 

There fhall a fparke of fire, which hath long-while 

Bene in his afhes raked vp, and hid, 431 

Be frefhly kindled in the fruitful! He 

Of Mona, where it lurked in exile ; 

Which fhall breake forth into bright burning flame, 

And reach into the houfe, that beares the flile 

Of royall maiefly and foueraigne name ; 

So fhall the Briton bloud their crowne againe reclame. 

1. 414, ^ottironne* — misprinted in '96 ^ cmerroune*: 1. 417, ^oueronne' : 
1. 419, ^vuflors* '. L 421, ^Lion^ '. 1. 432, * Bee^ \ !• 436, ^roiall . . . 
/amraine^ ; 1, 437, * blood , . . agayn' : p. 439 in '90 is misprinted '493.* 
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Thenceforth eteraall vnion (hall be made 
Betweene the nations different afore, 
And facred Peace fhall louingly perfwade 440 

The warlike minds, to leame her goodly lore, 
And ciuile armes to exercife no more : 
Then fhall a royall virgin raine, which fhall 
Stretch her white rod ouer the Belgicke fhore, 
And the great Caflle fmite fo fore with all, 

That it fhall make him (hake, and fhortly leame to fall. 

But yet the end is not. There Merlin flayd, 

As ouercomen of the fpirites powre, 

Or other ghaflly fpeflacle difmayd, 

That fecretly he faw, yet note difcoure : / 450 

Which fuddein fit, and halfe extatick floure 

When the two fearefull women faw, they grew 

Greatly confufed in behauioure ; 

At'lafl the fury pafl, to former hew 
Hee turnd againe, and chearefull looks as earfl did fhew. 

Then, when them felues they well inftrufted had 
Of all, that needed them to be inquird, 
They both conceiuing hope of comfort glad, 
With lighter hearts vnto their home retird : 
Where they in fecret counfell clofe confpird, 460 
How to effedl fo hard an enterprize. 
And to pofTefTe the purpofe they defird, 

1. 440, *per/uade'\ 1. 443, * Virgin*: L 446, * learn ': catch-word * Which * 
not in '96 : — will not further record these oversights. As a rule in '96 the 
catch- word is given on the second page of each folio, not on the first : 
1. 451, *Jit/* : 1. 452, ^wemm' : 1. 453, ^ behaueowre' i L 455, ^ Hee^^ 
misprinted * Shee^ in '90 (not * She* as Dr. Morris says), and * She* in '96, 
but corrected in *■ Faults efcaped ' of the former, 1609 supplies *as earjl* 
— accepted : 1^,, ^ chearfull* 
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Now this, now that twixt them they did deuife, 
And diuerfe plots did frame, to mafke in ftrange difguife. 

At laft the Nourfe in her foolhardy wit 

Conceiu'd a bold deuife, and thus befpake ; 
Daughter, I deeme that counfell aye moft fit, 
That of the time doth dew aduauntage take ; 
Ye fee that good king Vther now doth make 
Strong warre vpon the Paynim brethren, hight 470 
0£la and Oza, whom he lately brake 
Bef ide Cayr VerolamCy in viftorious fight, 

That now all Britanie doth burne in armes bright. 

That therefore nought our pafTage may empeach. 

Let vs in feigned armes our felues difguize, (teach 

And our weake hands (whom need new ftrength fhall 

The dreadfull fpeare and ihield to exercize ; 

Ne certes daughter that fame warlike wize 

I weene, would you miffeeme ; for ye bene tall. 

And large of limbe, fatchieue an hard emprize, 480 

Ne ought ye want, but (kill, which praftize fmall 

Will bring, and fhortly make you a mayd Martiall. 

And / footh, it ought your courage much inflame. 
To heare fo often, in that royall hous, 
From whence to none inferiour ye came : 
Bards tell of many women valorous 

1. 463, * deuizt ' : 1. 464, ^Jirdge * : id., * difgtdfe * — misprinted in '96 
^ deuife^: L 466, * ConcHud^i 1. 467, *• counfeV: 1. 471, '"ivhome hee'\ 1. 473, 
* Britany ' : 1. 476, * {need, makes good fchollers) teach ' : 1. 479, * beene ' : 
L 48I^ • fkiV : 1. 482, * WW : 1. 483, • corage * : 1. 485, * inferwr'x 1. 486, 
*wemen.* 



i 



202 THE III. BOOKE OF THE {Cant III 

Which haue full many feats aduenturous 
Performd, in paragone of proudeft men : 
The bold Bunduca, whofe viftorious 
. Exploits made Rome to quake, (lout Guendolen^ 490 
Renowmed Martia, and redoubted Emmilefi. 

And that, which more then all the reft may fway, 
Late dayes enfample, which thefe eyes beheld, 
In the laft field before JMcneuia 
Which Vther with thofe forrein Pagans held, 
I faw a Saxon Vii^in, the which feld 
Great Vlfin thrife vpon the bloudy plaine, 
And had not Carados her hand withheld 
From rafh reuenge, fhe had him furely flainc. 

Yet Carados himfelfc from her efcapt with paine. 500 

Ah read, (quoth Britomart) how is (he hight ? 
Faire Angela (quoth (he) men do her call, 
No whit lefTe faire, then terrible in fight : 
She hath the leading of a Martiall 
And mighty people, dreaded more then all 
The other Saxons^ which do for her fake 
And loue, themfelues of her name Angles call. 
Therefore faire Infant her enfample make 

Vnto thy felfe, and equall courage to thee take. 

Her harty words fo deepe into the mynd 510 

Of the young Damzell funke, that great defire 

1. 490, ^Exployts'i 1. 497, ^ bloudy^ misprinted ^bloodly^ m^^\ ih,^ 
*playne' and so *>» * for * T in II. 499-500 : I. 502, * Fayre* and so I. 503 : 
.505, 'mightie'i 1. 506, ^doe*-, 1. 509, *<r<^rt^,' and so 1. 513: 1. 510, 
ftfordes^^ 
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Of warlike armes in her forthwith they tynd, 
And generous ftout courage did infpire, / 
That fhe refolu'd, vnweeting to her Sire, 
AduentVous knighthood on her felfe to don, 
And counfeld with her Nourfe, her Maides attire 
To turne into a maffy habergeon, 
And bad her all things put in readinefTe anon. 

Th'old woman nought, that needed, did omit ; 

But all things did conueniently puruay : 5^0 

It fortuned (fo time their turne did fit) 

A band of Britons ryding on forray 

Few dayes before, had gotten a great pray 

Of Saxon goods, emongft the which was feene 

A goodly Armour, and ful rich aray. 

Which long'd to Angela^ the Saxon Queene, 

All fretted round with gold, and goodly well befeene. 

The fame, with all the other ornaments, 

King Ryence caufed to be hanged hy 

In his chiefs Church, for endleffe moniments 530 

Of his fucceffe and gladfuU viftory : 

Of which her felfe auifing readily, 

In th'euening late old Glatice thither led 

Faire Britomart, and that fame Armory 

Downe taking, her therein appareled, 
Well as fhe might, and with braue bauldrick garniflied. 

Befide thofe armes there flood a mighty fpeare, 
Which Bladud made by Magick art of yore, 

L 513, * in/pyre^ and so *^ ' for* i ' in 11. 514 and 516 : 1. 514, ' vnweeting ' 
— accepted for ^xmmeetin^ of '96 : 1. 520, ^thinges'-. ib,^ ^conueniently^ — 
misprinted *conuiently* in '96: 1. 521, *JUt^\ 1. 523, V«y^j '—misprinted 
'dryes ' » '96: 1. 527, 'weri 1. 533» 'thether'x 1. 536, ' <Sr»': 1. 537, * mighHe: 
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And vfd the fame in battell aye to beare ; 
Sith which it had bin here preferu*d in (lore, 540 
For his great vertues proued long afore : 
For neuer wight fo faft in fell could fit, 
But him perforce vnto the ground it bore : 
Both fpeare (he tooke, and fhield, which hong by it : 
Both fpeare & (hield of great powre, for her purpofe fit 

Thus / when fhe had the virgin all arayd, 
Another harneffe, which did hang thereby, 
About her felfe fhe dight, that the young Mayd 
She might in equall armes accompany, 
And as her Squire attend her carefully : 550 

Tho to their ready Steeds they clombe full light. 
And through back wayes, that none might them efpy, 
Couered with fecret cloud of filent night, 

Themfelues they forth conuayd, & paffed forward right. 

Ne refted they, till that to Faery lond 

They came, as Merlin them direfted late : 

Where meeting with this Redcrojfe knight, (he fond 

Of diuerfe things difcourfes to dilate, 

But moft of ArtJtegall, and his eftate. 

At laft their wayes fo fell, that they mote part 560 

Then each to other well aflfeftionate, 

Friend(hip profefled with vnfained hart. 

The Redcrojfe knight diuerft, but forth rode Britomart. 
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Cant. I nil. 

Bdd Marifull of Britoniart, 

2s thnrume on the Richjlrond: 
Faire Florimdl of Arthur is 

Long followed, but not fond. 

^ka ^1 1^1 kA« M« ^1 ^Mm «A| yMm ^» kA| jMm ^Mm ^^m ^A» ^f ^^ ^| ^m ^m yMm ^M» 

"\ 7 T 7 Here is the Antique glory now become, 
Y y That whilome wont in women to appeare ? 
Where be the braue atchieuements doen by fome ? 
Where be the battels, where the fhield and fpeare. 
And all the conquefts, which them high did reare, lO 
That matter made for famous Poets verfe. 
And boaftfull men fo oft abafht to heare ? 
Bene they all dead, and laid in dolefull herfe ? 

Or doen they onely fleepe, and fhall againe reuerfe ? 

If they be dead, then woe is me therefore : 
But if they fleepe, 6 let them foone awake : 
For all too long I burne with enuy fore. 
To heare the warlike feates, which Homere fpake 
Of bold Panthefilee^ which made a lake 
Of Greekish bloud fo oft in Troian plaine ; 20 

But when I read, how fl:out Debora drake 

1. 4, * Arthure^ : 1. 7, ^whylome . . . wetnen' : 1. 9, ' batteilles .,,&»*: 
1, 13, ^ Beene . . . laide'' : 1. 16, * (?' : 1. 19, * PenthefUee' ; 1. 20, * blood 
, . . ofte ' : 1. 21, * reade,^ 
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Proud Si/era^ and how Camilt hath flaine 
The huge Orfilochus^ I fwell with great difdaine. 

Yet thefe, and all that elfe had puiffaunce, 
Cannot with noble Britotnart compare, 
Afwell for glory of great valiaunce, 
As for pure chaftitie and vertue rare, 
That / all her goodly deeds do well declare. 
Well worthy (lock, from which the branches fprong, 
That in late yeares fo faire a bloflbme bare, 30 

As thee, 6 Queene, the matter of my fong, 

Whofe lignage from this Lady I deriue along. 

Who when through fpeaches with the Redcrojfe knight, 
She learned had th'eftate of Arthegall, 
And in each point her felfe informd aright, 
A friendly league of loue perpetuall 
She with him bound, and Congd took withall. 
Then he forth on his iourney did proceede, 
To feeke aduentures which mote him befall, 
And win him worfhip through his warlike deed, 40 

Which alwayes of his paines he made the chiefeft meed. 

But Britomari kept on her former courfe, 
Ne euer dofte her armes, but all the way 
Grew penf iue through that amorous difcourfe. 
By which the Redcrojfe knight did earft difplay 
Her louers fhape, and cheualrous aray ; 
A thoufand thoughts (he fafhioned in her mind. 
And in her feigning fancie did pourtray 

1. 24, V/j' : 1. 26, ^ glorie* : 1. 28, * deedes^ : 1. 29, ^ itwrthie . . . /rJ': 
1. 31, * C? ' : 1. 36, ^frendly' : 1. 41, * cUwaits ' : 1. 44, * amorous * : 1. 47, 
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Him fuch, as fitteft fhe for loue could find, 
Wife, warlike, perfonable, curteous, and kind. SO 

With fuch felfe-pleafing thoughts her wound (he fed, 
And thought fo to beguile her grieuous fmart; 
But fo her fmart was much more grieuous bred, 
And the deepe wound more deepe engord her hart. 
That nought but death her dolour mote depart. 
So forth (he rode without repofe or reft. 
Searching all lands and each remoteft part, 
Following the guidaunce of her blinded gueft. 

Till that to the fea-coaft at length (he her addreft. / 

There (he alighted from her light-foot beaft, 60 

And fitting downe vpon the rocky (hore. 
Bad her old Squire vnlace her lofty creaft ; 
Tho hauing vewd a while the furges hore, 
That gainft the craggy clifts did loudly rore. 
And in their raging furquedry difdaynd. 
That the faft earth affronted them fo fore. 
And their deuoring couetize reftraynd. 

Thereat (he fighed deepe, and after thus complaynd. 

Huge fea of forrow, and tempeftuous griefe, 

Wherein my feeble barke is toifed long, 70 

Far from the hoped hauen of reliefe. 

Why do thy cruell billowes beat fo ftrong. 

And thy moyft mountaines each on others throng, 

Threatning to fwallow vp my fearefull life ? 

O do thy cruell wrath and fpightfuU wrong 

1. 49, * ^ ' [sici : L 51, ^fedd,'' and so all the rhyme-words of the stanza 
double d I \, 54, *deep' (2nd) : 1. 58, ^guydaunce' -. 1. 59, ^ feacoajl' : 
L 62, * Badd , . . Squyre * : 1. 72, * crtul ' : 1. 74, ' lyfe^ and so U. 76-7, 
«^'for*iV 
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At length allay, and (lint thy flormy ftrife, 
Which in thefe troubled bowels raignes, & rageth rife. 

For elfe my feeble vefTcll crazd, and crackt 

Through thy ftrong buffets and outrageous blowes, 
Cannot endure, but needs it mufl be wrackt 8o 

On the rough rocks, or on the fandy fhallowes, 
The whiles that loue it fteres, and fortune rowes ; 
Loue my lewd Pilot hath a reftleffe mind 
And fortune Botefwaine no afluraunce knowes, 
But faile withouten (larres, gainft tide and wind : 

How can they other do, f ith both are bold and blind ? 

Thou God of winds, that raigneft in the feas, 
That raigneft alfo in the Continent, 
At laft blow vp fome gentle gale of eafe, 
The which may bring my fhip, ere it be rent, 90 
Vnto / the gladfome port of her intent : 
Then when I (hall my felfe in fafety fee, 
A table for eternall moniment 
Of thy great grace, and my great ieopardee, 

Great Neptune^ I auow to hallow vnto thee. 

Then fighing foftly fore, and inly deepe. 
She fliut vp all her plaint in priuy griefe ; 
For her great courage would not let her weepe. 
Till that old GUitice gan with (harpe repriefe, 
Her to reftraine, and giue her good reliefe, 100 

Through hope of thofe, which Merlin had her told 
Should of her name and nation be chiefe, 

1. 77, Uhy' I 1. 78, 'els' I 1. 80. ^ncede' : 1. 83, ' Pilott \ . . miiule' \ 
1. 85, Uyde . . . winde'i 1. 86, *<^ . . . blinde' i 1. 87, 'windes: 
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. And fetch their being from the facred mould 
Of her immortall wombe, to be in heauen enrold. 

Thus as fhe her recomforted, (he fpyde, 
Where farre away one all in armour bright, 
With haftie gallop towards her did ryde ; 
Her dolour foone fhe ceaft, and on her dight 
Her Helmet, to her Courfer mounting light : 
Her former forrow into fuddein wrath, 1 10 

Both coofen paffions of diftroubled fpright, 
Conuerting, forth fhe beates the duflie path ; 

Loue and defpight attonce her courage kindled hath. 

As when a foggy mift hath ouercaft 

The face of heauen, and the cleare aire engroft, 

The world in darkenefTe dwels, till that at lafl 

The watry Southwinde from the feabord cofl 

Vpblowing, doth difperfe the vapour lo'fl, 

And poures it felfe forth in a flormy fhowre ; 

So the faire Britomart hauing difclo'fl 120 

Her clowdy care into a wrathfull flowre. 

The mifl of griefe difTolu'd, into vengeance powre. / 

Eftfoones her goodly fhield addrefTing faire, 
That mortall fpeare fhe in her hand did take, 
And vnto battell did her felfe prepaire. 
The knight approching, flernely her befpake ; 
Sir knight, that doefl thy voyage rafhly make 
By this forbidden way in my defpight, 
Ne doefl by others death enfample take, 

1. 104, ^womb'", 1. 107, ^hafty' : 1. 112, ^ dujly' : 1. 115, ^ heuen .... 
e^re engroJU' \ 1. 116, ' darknes' \ 1. 117, 'cojie' : L 118, ' lo'Jle* : 1. 120, 
*fayre . . . difclo'Jle' : 1. 123, 'fayre^ and so ' y' for ' V in 1. 125 : 1. 125, 
* battcdli: 
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I read thee foone retyre, whiles thou haft might, 1 30 
Leaft afterwards it be too late to take thy flight. 

Ythrild with deepe difdaine of his proud threat, 
She fhortly thus ; Fly they, that need to fly ; 
Words fearen babes. I meane not thee entreat 
To pafle ; but maugre thee will paiTe or dy. 
Ne lenger ftayd for th'other to reply, 
But with fliarpe fpeare the reft made dearly knowne. 
Strongly the ftraunge knight ran, and fturdily 
Strooke her full on the breft, that made her downe 

Decline her head, & touch her crouper with her crowne. 

But ftie again e him in the fliield did fmite 141 

With fo fierce furie and great puiflaunce, 
That through his threefquare fcuchin percing quite, 
And through his mayled hauberque by mifchaunce 
The wicked fteele through his left fide did glaunce ; 
Him fo transfixed ftie before her bore 
Beyond his croupe, the length of all her launce, 
Till fadly foucing on the fandie fhore, 

He tombled on an heape, and wallowd in his gore. 

Like as the facred Oxe, that careleffe ftands, 150 

With gilden homes, and flowry girlonds crownd, 
Proud of his dying honor and deare bands^ 
Whiles th'altars fume with frankincenfe arownd, 
All / fuddenly with mortall ftroke aftownd, 
Doth groueling fall, and with his ftreaming gore 
Diftaines the piilours, and the holy grownd, 

1. 134, * Wordes'x 1. 137, ^ fpeare' in 1609 accepted for */peares* oi'^ 
and '96 : 1. 138, * Strongly ' — misprinted * Srongly ' : 1. 140, * crcwn ' : 1. 1481 
'fandy'i 1. 152, 'bandes' : 1. 154, ^fuddeinly: 
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And the faire flowres, that decked him afore ; 
So fell proud Marinell vpon the pretious fhore. 

The martiall Mayd flayd not him to lament, 

But forward rode, and kept her readie way i6o 

Along the ftrond, which as fhe ouer-went, 

She faw beftrowed all with rich aray 

Of pearles and pretious ftones of great affay, 

And all the grauell mixt with golden owre ; 

Whereat (he wondred much, but would not ftay 

For gold, or perles, or pretious ftones an howre, 

But them defpifed all ; for all was in her powre. 

Whiles thus he lay in deadly ftoniftiment, 
Tydings hereof came to his mothers eare ; 
His mother was the blacke-browd Cymoenty 170 

The daughter of great Neretis, which did beare 
This warlike fonne vnto an earthly peare. 
The famous Dumarin ; who on a day 
Finding the Nymph afleepe in fecret wheare, 
As he by chaunce did wander that fame way, 

Was taken with her loue, and by her clofely lay. 

There he this knight of her begot, whom borne 
She of his father Marinell did name, 
And in a rocky caue as wight forlorne, 
Long time (he foftred vp, till he became 180 

A mightie man at armes, and mickle fame 
Did get through great aduentures by him donne : 
For neuer man he fuffred by that fame 
Rich ftrond to trauell, whereas he did wonne, 

But that he muft do battell with the Sea-nymphes fonne./ 

\. 160, * readf : 1. 181, « mighty ' : 1. 185, * IxUtaU: 
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An hundred knights of honorable name 

He had fubdew'd, and them his vaflals made, 
That through all Farie lond his noble fame 
Now blazed was, and feare did all inuade, 
That none durft paffen through that perilous glade. 
And to aduance his name and glorie more, 191 

Her Sea-god fyre (he dearely did perfwade, 
T'endow her fonne with threafure and rich (lore, 

Boue all the fonnes, that were of earthly wombes ybore. 

The God did g^unt his daughters deare demaund, 
To doen his Nephew in all riches flow ; 
Eftfoones his heaped waues he did commaund, 
Out of their hollow bofome forth to throw 
All the huge threafure, which the fea below 
Had in his greedie gulfe deuoured deepe, 200 

And him enriched through the ouerthrow 
And wreckes of many wretches, which did weepe, 

And often waile their wealth, which he from them did 
keepe. 

Shortly vpon that ftiore there heaped was, 
Exceeding riches and all pretious things, 
The fpoyle of all the world, that it did pas 
The wealth of th'Eaft and pompe of Perfian kings ; 
Gold, amber, yuorie, perles, owches, rings, 
And all that elfe was pretious and deare, 
The fea vnto him voluntary brings, 210 

That fliortly he a great Lord did appeare. 

As was in all the lond of Faery, or elfewheare. 

!• 19I1 *g^' : 1. 200, * greedy' : L 203, ^wayW \ 1. 209, ^ els* \ 1. 212, 
* el/e wheare,* 



Cantllll.^ FAERIE QVEENE. . 2I3 

Thereto he was a doughtie dreaded knight, 
Tryde often to the fcath of many deare, 
That none in equall armes him matchen might, 
The which his mother feeing, gan to feare 
Lead / his too haughtie hardines might reare 
Some hard mifhap, in hazard of his life : 
For thy, (he oft him counfeld to forbeare 
The bloudie battell, and to ftirre vp ftrife, 220 

But after all his warre, to reft his wearie knife. 

And for his more afTurance, fhe inquired 
One day of Proteus by his mightie fpell, 
(For Proteus was with prophecie infpir'd) < 

Her deare fonnes deftinie to her to tell, 
And the fad end of her fweet MarinelL 
Who through foref ight of his etemall (kill. 
Bad her from womankind to keep him well : 
For of a woman he fhould haue much ill, 

A virgin ftrange and ftout him (hould difmay, or kill. 

For thy, (he gaue him warning euery day, 231 

The loue of women not to entertaine ; 
A le(ron too too hard for lining clay, 
From loue in courfe of nature to refraine : 
Yet he his mothers lore did well retaine. 
And euer from faire Ladies loue did fly ; 
Yet many Ladies faire did oft complaine. 
That they for loue of him would algates dy : 

Dy, who fo lift for him, he was loues enimy. 

1. 213, * doughty* : 1. 214, * Deare' : 11. 219, 231, , inserted after *M^* : 
1. 220, * iloody batteill * : 1. 222, ' affuraunce * : 1. 223, ' m^hty * : 1. 224, 
* prophecy' I 1. 225, ^ deJHny' i 1. 230, ^flraunge' : 1. 236, *fayre,' zxudi so 

I. 237. 
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But ah, who can deceiue his defliny, 240 

Or weene by warning to auoyd his fate ? 
That when he fleepes in mod fecurity, 
And fafeft feemes, him fooneft doth amate, 
And findeth dew effefl or foone or late. 
So feeble is the powre of fleftily arme. 
His mother bad him womens loue to hate. 
For (he of womans force did feare no harme ; 

So weening to haue arm'd him, fhe did quite difarme. / 

This was that woman, this that deadly wound» 

That Proteus prophecide fhould him difmay, 250 
The which his mother vainely did expound. 
To be hart-wounding loue, which (hould aflay 
To bring her fonne vnto his laft decay. 
So tickle be the termes of mortall (late. 
And full of fubtile fophifmes, which do play 
With double fenfes, and with falfe debate, 

T'approue the vnknowen purpofe of etemall fate. 

Too true the famous Marinell it fownd. 

Who through late triall, on that wealthy Strond 
Inglorious now lies in fenfeleffe fwownd, 260 

Through heauy ftroke of Britontartis hond. 
Which when his mother deare did vnderdond. 
And heauy tydings heard, whereas (he playd 
Amongft her watry f iders by a pond. 
Gathering fweet daflfadillyes, to haue made 

Gay girlonds, from the Sun their forheads faire to (hade. 

1. 245, ^fltjhy* I 1. 246, ^wemens^i L 249, ^wtrwndy and so 'w' in 
IL 251-2 for •«• : 1. 254, 'ticlc' : L 255, *^* : 1. 256, ^/encts* \ L 258, 
«/rw' : 1. 260, 'fmcdtjfe' : L 263, 'tidings*: L 265, 'Jwtete* : 1. a66, 
^fofTf and , for (.) . 
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Eftfoones both flowres and girlonds farre away 
She flong, and her faire deawy lockes yrent, 
To forrow huge (he turnd her former play, 
And gamefon merth to grieuous dreriment: 270 

She threw her felfe downe on the Continent, 
Ne word did fpeake, but lay as in a fwowne, 
Whiles all her fillers did for her lament. 
With yelling outcries, and with fhrieking fowne ; 

And euery one did teare her girlond from her crowne. 

Soone as fhe vp out of her deadly fit 
Arofe, Ihe bad her charet to be brought. 
And all her fillers, that with her did fit, 
Bad eke attonce their charets to be fought ; 
Tho / full of bitter griefe and penfiue thought, 280 
She to her wagon clombe ; clombe all the reft, 
And forth together went, with forrow fraught 
The wanes obedient to their beheaft, 

Them yielded readie paffage, and their rage furceaft. 

Great Neptune ftood amazed at their fight. 

Whiles on his broad round backe they foftly Hid 
And eke himfelfe mournd at their mournfuU plight. 
Yet wift not what their wailing ment, yet did 
For great compaffion of their forrow, bid 
His mightie waters to them buxome bee; 290 

Eftfoones the roaring billowes ftill abid, 

1. 267, ^ Eftefoones . . , far' \ 1. 268, * Shee . . locks' : 1. 271, ^ Shee^ 
and so 1.276 : 1. 272, 'fwownd' : 1. 273, • a/' : 1. 276, 'JUt' : L 277, Uharett, 
and so double / in 1. 278 : L 279, * charetts ' : 1. 280, ^penfife ' : 1. 283, 
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And all the griefly Monfters of the See 
Stood gaping at their gate, and wondred them to fee. 

A teme of Dolphins raunged in aray, 
Drew the fmooth charet of fad Cymoent ; 
They were all taught by Triton^ to obay 
To the long raynes, at her commaundement : 
As fwift as fwallowes, on the waues they went, 
That their broad flaggie iinnes no fome did reare, 
Ne bubbling roundell they behind them fent ; 300 
The reft of other fifties drawen weare, 

Which with their finny oars the fwelling fea did flieare. 

Soone as they bene arriu'd vpon the brim 
Of the Rich Jlrond, their charets they forlore, 
And let their temed fifties foftly fwim 
Along the margent of the fomy ftiore, 
Leaft they their finnes ftiould bruze, and furbate fore 
Their tender feet vpon the ftony ground : 
And comming to the place, where all in gore 
And cruddy bloud enwallowed they found 310 

The lucklefle Marinell^ lying in deadly fwound ; / 

His mother fwowned thrife, and the third time 
Could fcarce recouered be out of her paine ; 
Had ftie not bene deuoyd of mortall flime, 
She ftiould not then haue bene reliu'd againe ; 

1. 29s, ^chantf : 1. 297, * «iy«^j '—accepted for ^traines* of '56— not 
*traynes* as Dr. Morris notes: 1. 298, *fiuifte*: L 299, * hrode Jlaggy* '. 
1. 300, * bubling ronvndtll . . . bchinde * : L 308, *feete . . . grownd^* and 
so * z&' for * M ' in the stanza's rhyme-words : L 310, ' blood^i L 314, ^beem 
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But foone as life recouered had the mne, 
She made fo piteous mone and deare wayment, 
That the hard rocks could fcarfe from teares refraine, 
And all her fifter Nymphes with one confent 
Supplide her fobbing breaches with Cad complement. 

Deare image of ray felfe (Ihe faid) that is, 321 

The wretched fonne of wretched mother borne, 
Is this thine high aduauncement, 6 is this 
Th'immortall name, with which thee yet vnbome 
Thy Granfire Nereus promift to adorne ? 
Now lyeil thou of life and honor reft ; 
Now lyeft thou a lunipe of earth forlome, 
Ne of thy late life memory is left, 

Ne can thy irreuocable deftiny be weft ? 

Fond Proteus, father of falfe prophecis, 330 

And they more fond, that credit to thee giue, 
Not this the worke of womans hand ywis, (driue. 
That fo deepe wound through thefe deare members 
I feared loue : but they that loue do line, 
But they that die, doe neither loue nor hate. 
Nath'leffe to thee thy folly I forgiue. 
And to my felfe, and to accurfed fate 

The guilt I doe afcribe; deare wifedome bought too late. 

O what availes it of immortall feed 

To beene ybred and neuer borne to die } 340 

Farre better I it deeme to die with fpeed. 
Then wafte in woe and wailefuU mtferie. 

l-aai, 'fayJ': I. 323, ' O ' : L 326, ' rjftr ' : L 318, 'lifti't L 'tm 
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Who / dyes the vtmoft dolour doth abye, 
But who that Hues, is left to waile his loflfe : 
So life is loiTe, and death felicitie. 
Sad life worfe then glad death : and greater crofTe 
To fee friends graue, the dead the graue felfe to engroffe. 

But if the heauens did his dayes enuie, 

And my fhort bliffe maligne, yet mote they well 

Thus much afford me, ere that he did die 350 

That the dim eyes of my deare Marinell 

I mote haue clofed, and him bed farewell, 

Sith other offices for mother meet 

They would not graunt 

Yet maulgre them farewell, my fweeteft fweet ; 

Farewell my fweeteft fonne, f ith we no more (hall meet 

Thus when they all had forrowed their fill, 
They foftly gan to fearch his griefly wound : 
And that they might him handle more at will, 
They him difarm'd, and fpredding on the ground 360 
Their watchet mantles frindgd with f iluer round, 
They foftly wipt away the gelly blood 
From th'orifice ; which hauing well vpbound, 
They pourd in foueraine balme, and Ne6lar good, 

Good both for earthly med'cine, and for heauenly food. 

Tho when the lilly handed Liagorey 

(This Liagore whylome had learned fldll 

1. 343, 'dohr' : 1. 344, ^Ufte'i 1. 345, 'felicity' : 1. 347, ^frends . . . 
felf : 1. 349. 'blU". 1. 351. 'des'x 1. 355, * Yett' ', 1. 356, 'tUlweaffttne 
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In leaches craft, by great AppoUoes lore, 
Sith her whylome vpon high Pindus hill, 
He loued, and at laft her wombe did fill 370 

With heauenly feed, whereof wife Paon fproi^) 
Did feele his pulfe, (he knew their llaied flill 
Some litle life his feeble fprites emong ; 
Which to his mother told, defpeire (he from her ftong./ 

The vp him taking in their tender hands. 
They eaf ily vnto her charet beare : 
Her teme at her commaundement quiet (lands, 
Whiles they the corfe into her wagon reare, 
And ftrow with flowres the lamentable beare : 
Then all the reft into their coches dim, 380 

And through the brackiih waues their paifage (beare; 
Vpon great Neptunes necke they foftly fwim. 

And to her watry chamber fwiftly carry him. 

Deepe in the bottome of the fea, her bowre 
Is built of hollow billowes heaped bye, 
Like to thicke cloudes, that threat a ftormy (howre, 
And vauted all within, like to the fky. 
In which the Gods do dwell eternally : 
There they him laid in eafie couch well dight ; 
And fent in hafte for Tryphon, to apply 390 

Sallies to his wounds, and medicines of might : 

por Tryphtm of fea gods the foueraine leach is hight. 

The whiles the Nymphes fit all about him round. 
Lamenting his mifhap and heauy plight ; 

L yjl,'hatenly' : 1, 37a, •>» ' : L 374, 'dt/pgrt . . . yW : L 376, 
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And oft his mother vewing his wide wound, 
Curfed the hand, that did fo deadly fmight 
Her deareft fonne, her deareft harts delight 
But none of all thofe curies ouertooke 
The warlike Maid, th'enfample of that might, 
But fairely well (he thriu'd, and well did brooke 400 
Her noble deeds, ne her right courfe for ought for- 
fooke. 

Yet did falfe Architnage her ftill purfew, 
To bring to paffe his mifchieuous intent, 
Now that he had her f ingled from the crew 
Of courteous knights, the Prince, and Faery gent, 
Whom / late in chace of beautie excellent 
She left, purfewing that fame fofter ftrong ; 
Of whofe foule outrage they impatient, 
And full of fiery zeale, him followed long, 409 

To refkew her from fhame, and to reuenge her wrong. 

Through thick and thin, through mountaines & through 
Thofe two great chSipions did attonce purfew (plains, 
The fearefull damzell, with incefTant paines : 
Who from them fled, as light-foot hare from vew 
Of hunter fwift, and fent of houndes trew. 
At laft they came vnto a double way, 
Where, doubtfull which to take, her to reflcew, 
Themfelues they did difpart, each to afTay, 

Whether more happie were, to win fo goodly pray« 

1- 395» ^ofU' \ 1. 399, * Maide * : 1. 400, ^Jhee thryud : ' 1. 405, * Fary' : 
1.406, * beauty' : 1. 408, *fowle' : 1. 409, */fy zele*: 1. 411, ^ tfumrUaim 
. . .playns * \ 1. 412, 'gret * x 1. 413, ^payns * : 1. 415, ^fmifte , . . Amimdes ' : 
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But Timias^ the Princes gentle Squire, 420 

That Ladies loue vnto his Lord forlent, 
And with proud enuy, and indignant ire, 
After that wicked fofter fiercely went. 
So beene they three three fundry wayes ybent 
But fairefl fortune to the Prince befell, 
Whofe chaunce it was, that foone he did repent. 
To take that way, in which that Damozell 

Was fled afore, affraid of him, as feend of hell. 

At laft of her farre off he gained vew : 

Then gan he frefhly pricke his fomy fteed, 430 

And euer as he nigher to her drew, 

So euermore he did increafe his fpeed. 

And of each turning flill kept warie heed : 

Aloud to her he oftentimes did call. 

To doe away vaine doubt, and needleffe dreed : 

Full myld to her he fpake, and oft let fall 

Many meeke wordes, to ftay and comfort her withall./ 

But nothing might relent her haflie flight ; 

So deepe the deadly feare of that foule fwaine 
Was earft impreffed in her gentle fpright : 440 

Like as a fearefuU Doue, which through the raine. 
Of the wide aire her way does cut amaine, 
Hauing farre off efpyde a Taffell gent. 
Which after her his nimble wings doth ftraine, 
Doubleth her hafte for feare to be for-hent, 

And with her pineons cleaues the liquid firmament 

1. 420^ *Squyre*: L 422, ^yre* -, 1. 424, 'findry'i 1. 425, 'fayrefi*: 
L 428, *JUdd* : L 429, *farcf' : L 433, 'wary*: 1. 434, ' Alcwd' . 1. 438, 
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With no leiTe hade, and eke with no leflfe dreedy 
That fearefull Ladie fled from him, that ment 
To her no euill thought, nor euill deed ; 
Yet former feare of being fowly fhent, 450 

Carried her forward with her firft intent : 
And though oft looking backward, well (he vewd. 
Her felfe freed from that fofter infolent, 
And that it was a knight, which now her fewd. 

Yet (he no lefle the knight feard, then that villein rude. 

His vncouth (hield and (Iraunge armes her difmayd, 
Whofe like in Faery lond were feldome feene, 
That fail (he from him fled, no lefle affrayd. 
Then of wilde beaftes if (he had chafed beene : 
Yet he her followd dill with courage keene, 460 
So long that now the golden Hefperus 
Was mounted high in top of heauen (heene, 
And wamd his other brethren loyeous, 

To light their blefled lamps in loues etemall hous. 

All fuddenly dim woxe the dampi(h ayre, 
And griefly (hadowes couered heauen bright, 
That now with thoufand ftarres was decked fayre ; 
Which when the Prince beheld, a lothfull fight. 
And / that perforce, for want of lenger light, 
He mote furceafe his fuit, and lofe the hope 470 
Of his long labour, he gan fowly w>'te 
His wicked fortune, that had tumd aflope. 

And curfed night, that reft from him fo goodly fcope. 

1. 447, • haft' : 1. 448, 'fledd' : 1. 452, ^vavde' : 1, 454, ^ftwde* : L 457, 
^feldom * : 1. 458, 'fledd'\ 1. 460, Uarage' i L 465, 'Juddemly . . . avjf '; 
\, 470, '/nneaffe.* 
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Tho when her wayes he could no more defcry, 
But to and fro at difauenture flrayd ; 
Like as a fhip, whofe Lodeftarre fuddenly 
Couered with cloudes, her Pilot hath difmayd ; 
His wearifome purfuit perforce he ftayd, 
And from his loftie fteed difmounting low, 
Did let him forage. Downe himfelfe he layd 480 
Vpon the graffie ground, to fleepe a throw ; 

The cold earth was his couch, the hard fteele his pillow. 

But gentle Sleepe enuyde him any reft ; 
In ftead thereof fad forrow, and difdaine 
Of his hard hap did vexe his noble breft, 
And thoufand fancies bet his idle braine 
With their light wings, the fights of femblants vaine: 
Oft did he wifh, that Lady faire mote bee 
His Faery Queene, for whom he did complaine: 
Or that his Faery Queene were fuch, as (hee : 490 

And euer haftie Night he blamed bitterlie. 

Night thou foule Mother of annoyance fad. 
Sifter of heauie death, and nourfe of woe. 
Which waft begot in heauen, but for thy bad 
And brutifti ftiape thruft downe to hell below, 
Where by the grim floud of Cocytus flow 
Thy dwelling is, in Herebus blacke hous, 
(Blacke Herebus thy hufl^and is the foe 
Of all the Gods) where thou vngratious, 

Halfe of thy dayes doeft lead in horrour hideous./ 500 

1. 476, ' Lodeftar fuddHfUy' \ 1. ^*i*j,' PUott' \ 1. 481, 'graffy'i 1. 486, 
*bei . . . ydle braine* \ 1. 489, * faery* : L 490, ^fiee*: 1. 491, ^hafiy* ; 
L 492, ^annoyaunce* : 1. 498, ^ Black,* 
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What had th'eternall Maker need of thee. 
The world in his continuall courfe to keepe. 
That doeft all things deface, ne letteft fee 
The beautie of his worke ? Indeed in (leepe 
The (louthfull bodie, that doth loue to fteepe 
His luftlefle limbes, and drowne his bafer mind, 
Doth praife thee oft, and oft from Stygian deepe 
Calles thee, his goddede in his error blind, (kind. 

And great Dame Natures handmaide, chearing euery 

But well I wote, that to an heauy hart 510 

Thou art the root and nurfe of bitter cares. 
Breeder of new, renewer of old fmarts : 
In (lead of reft thou lendeft rayling.teares, 
In ftead of fleepe thou fendeft troublous feares. 
And dreadfull vif ions, in the which aliue 
The drearie image of fad death appeares : ^ 

So from the wearie fpirit thou doeft driue 

Defired reft, and men of happineflfe depriue. 

Vnder thy mantle blacke there hidden lye, 

Light-ftionning theft, and traiterous intent, 520 

Abhorred bloudftied, and vile felony, 

Shamefull deceipt, and daunger imminent ; 

Foule horror, and eke hellifli dreriment : 

All thefe I wote in thy proteflion bee. 

And light doe fhonne, for feare of being ftient : 

For light ylike is loth'd of them and thee. 

And all that lewdnefle loue, doe hate the light to fee. 

1. 503, Uhinges*; 1. 505, *bcdy . . . Jieep' \ 1. 508, *errmr': I 511, 
*rifo^€ . . . nmrfe' \ 1. 516, ' dreary' \ 1. $19, * black' \ L $20, Uheftt' \ 
I 521, 'bloodjhed' : L 523, ^F<mU: 
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For day difcouers all diflioneft vvayes, 
And fheweth each thing, as it is indeed : 
The prayfes of high Crod he faire difplayes; 5 30 

And his large bountie rightly doth areed. 
Dayes / deareft children be the bleffed feed, 
Which darkneffe fhall fubdew, and heauen win ; 
Truth is his daughter ; he her firft did breed, 
Moft facred virgin, without fpot of fin. 

Our life is day, but death with darkneffe doth b^n. 

O when will day then tume to me againe, 
And bring with him his long expefted light ? 
O Titatty hade to reare thy ioyous waine : 
Speed thee to fpred abroad thy beames bright ? 540 
And chafe away this too long lingring night. 
Chafe her away, from whence fhe came, to hell. 
She, fhe it is, that hath me done defpight : 
There let her with the damned fpirits dwell. 

And yeeld her roome to day, that can it goueme well. 

Thus did the Prince that wearie night outweare, 
In reftleffe anguifh and vnquiet paine : 
And earely, ere the morrow did vpreare 
His deawy head out of the Ocean maine. 
He vp arofe, as halfe in great difdaine, 550 

And clombe vnto his deed. So forth he went. 
With heauie looke and lumpifh pace, that plaine 
In him bewraid great grudge and maltalent : 

His deed eke feem'd t'apply his fteps to his intent / 

1. 532, ^ The children of day' \ 1. 535, 'finne-. 1. 539, ' ha/i' i 1. 545, 
* rowme ' : 1. 552, * heaUy,* 

yi IS 




226 



THE III. BOOKE OF THE [Cant V. 



Cant. V. 

I tOf "" ^3 "P trn «Ta jTrt iTn ^^ irn as irn ^2 ^2 ^2 ^2 «rn ^S ^X nn Of 

Prince Arthur htarts of Fhrimell 

three foJUrs Titnias tuoufid, 
Belphebefittds him alnutft dead, 

and reareth out of/ownd. 




*>»i 





> ^f ^f g^ ^f ^T> 9% ff^ ff% 9^ ^% tf% ff% gT> ^^ aT> iTTt tT^ ^3f ^f SP SUc 



WOnder it is to fee, in diuerfe minds, 
How diuerfly loue doth his pageants play, 
And ihewes his powre in variable kinds : 
The bafer wit, whofe idle thoughts alway 
Are wont to cleaue vnto the lowly clay, lO 

It ftirreth vp to fenfuall defire. 
And in lewd flouth to waft his careleffe day : 
But in braue fprite it kindles goodly fire, 
That to all high defert and honour doth afpire. 

Ne fuffercth it vncomely idleneffe, 

In his free thought to build her fluggifli neft : 

Ne fufferctli it thought of vngentlenefle, 

Euer to creepe into his noble breft. 

But to the higheft and the worthieft 

Liftetli it vp, that elfe would lowly fall : 20 

It lets not fall, it lets it not to reft : 



1. 4, 'Jindes ': 1. 6, * tnindes,' and so 1. 8 *«' for * j ': 1. 7, 'pageaunts'i 
1. 9, "ydle ' : 1. 20, ' t'/j ' ; 1. 21, ' Uttes* (Hs), and so 1. 22. 
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It lets not fcarfe this Prince to breath at all, 
But to his firft pourfuit him forward ftill doth call. 

Who long time wandred through the forreft wyde, 
To finde fome iffue thence, till that at laft 
He met a Dwarfe, that feemed terrifyde 
With fome late perill, which he hardly pad. 
Or / other accident, which him aghaft ; 
Of whom he alked, whence he lately came, 
And whither now he trauelled fo faft : 30 

For fore he fwat, and running through that fame 

Thicke foreft, was befcratcht, & both his feet nigh lame. 

Panting for breath, and almoft out of hart. 
The Dwarfe him anfwerd. Sir, ill mote I (lay 
To tell the fame. I lately did depart 
From Faery court, where I haue many a day 
Serued a gentle Lady of great fway. 
And high accompt through out all Elfin land. 
Who lately left the fame, and tooke this way : 
Her now I feeke, and if ye vnderftand 40 

Which way fhe fared hath, good Sir tell out of hand. 

What mifter wight (faid he) and how arayd } 
Royally clad (quoth he) in cloth of gold, 
As meeteft may befeeme a noble mayd ; 
Her faire lockes in rich circlet be enrold, 
And fairer wight did neuer Sunrie behold, 
' And on a Palfrey rides more white then fnow. 
Yet fhe her felfe is whiter manifold : 

L 24, ^foreft* ' 1. 25, * at the lajl'' in 1609: 1. 30, ^whether . . . /ra- 
ueiUd*\ 1. 31, * rontUng^ : 1. 42, ^/aide^' and so 1. 51 : 1. 46, *^ faynr^ : 
I. 47, • rydes.* 
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The fureft f igne, whereby ye may her know, 
Is that (he is the faireft wight aliue, I trow. $0 

Now certes fwaine (faid he) fuch one I weene, 
Faft flying through this foreft from her fo, 
A foule ill fauoured fofter, I haue feene ; 
Her felfe, well as I might, I refkewd tho. 
But could not (lay ; fo faft (he did foregoe. 
Carried away with wings of fpeedy feare. 
Ah deareft God (quoth he) that is great woe, 
And wondrous ruth to all, that (hall it heare. 

But can ye read Sir, how I may her find, or where. / 

Perdy me leuer were to weeten that, 6o 

(Said he) then ranfome of the richeft knight, 
Or all the good that euer yet f gat : 
But froward fortune, and too forward Night 
Such happinefTc did, maulgre, to me fpight. 
And fro me reft both life and light attone. 
But Dwarfe aread, what is that Lady bright, 
That through this foreft wandreth thus alone ; 

For of her errour ftraunge I haue great ruth and mone. 

That Lady is (quoth -he) where fo (he bee, 

The bountieft virgin, and moft debonaire, 70 

That euer liuing eye I weene did fee ; 

Liues none this day, that may with her compare 

In ftedfaft chaftitie and vertue rare. 

The goodly ornaments of beautie bright ; 

And is ycleped F/07 iinell the faire, 

/ 

1. 59, 'finde' '. 1. 61, '/aide' : 1. 67, '/orre/i* : 1. 69, * Ladu' : 1. 70, 
* dkbonaire^ [sic\i 1. 75, * fayre* 
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Faire Florimell belou'd of many a knight, 
Yet ihe loues none but one, that MarineU is hight 

A Sea-nymphes fonne, that MarineU is hight, 

Of my deare Dame is loued dearely well ; 

In other none, but him, (he fets delight, 80 

All her delight is fet on MarineU ; 

But he fets nought at all by Florimell : 

For Ladies loue his mother long ygoe 

Did him, they fay, forwame through facred fpell. 

But fame now flies, that of a forreine foe 
He is yflaine, which is the ground of all our woe. 

Fiue dayes there be, fince he (they fay) was flaine, 
And foure, fince Florimell the Court for-went, 
And vowed neuer to returne againe, 
Till him aliue or dead (he did inuent. 90 

There / fore, faire Sir, for loue of knighthood gent, 
And honour of trew Ladies, if ye may 
By your good counfell, or bold hardiment, 
Or fuccour her, or me direft the way ; 

Do one, or other good, I you mod humbly pray. 

So may you gaine to you full great renowme, 
Of all good Ladies through the world fo wide. 
And haply in her hart find higheft rowme, 
Of whom ye feeke to be mod magnifide : 
At lead etemall meede (hall you abide. 100 

To whom the Prince ; Dwarfe, comfort to thee take, 
For till thou tidings leame, what her betide, 

1, 76, * tf ' mis-inseiied before * many ' in '96 : 1. 87, * dazes ' : 1. 88, *fowre 
• . . forwent^ : L 98, ^findcy and so 1. 106, and so * ^' for * </' in rhyme- 
words of latter stanza. 
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I here auow thee neuer to forfake. 
Ill weares he armes, that nill them vfe for Ladies fake. 

So with the Dwarfe he backe retum'd againe, 
To feeke his Lady, where he mote her find ; 
But by the way he greatly gan complaine 
The want of his good Squire late left behind, 
For whom he wondrous penfiue grew in mind, 
For doubt of daunger, which mote him betide ; no 
For him he loued aboue all mankind, 
Hauing him trew and faithfull euer tride. 

And bold, as euer Squire that waited by knights fide. 

Who all this while full hardly was aifayd 
Of deadly daunger, which to him betid ; 
For whiles his Lord purfewd that noble Mayd, 
After that fofter fowle he fiercely rid. 
To bene auenged of the fhame, he did 
To that faire Damzell : Him he chaced long (hid 
Through the thicke woods, wherein he would haue 
His fhamefuU head from his auengement ftrong. 121 

And oft him threatned death for his outrageous wrong./ 

Nathleffe the villen fped himfelfe fo well. 

Whether through fwiftneffe of his fpeedy beaft ; 
Or knowledge of thofe woods, where he did dwell. 
That fliortly he from daunger was releaft, 
And out of fight efcaped at the leaft ; 
Yet not efcaped from the dew reward 
Of his bad deeds, which dayly he increaft, 

L no, *</<w^/'— misprinted ^douht* in '96 : 1. 1 1 2, ^faUhfuW* is mis- 
printed 'faithfall * in '96 : 1. 1 13, * Squyre ' : 1. 1 15, * betidd,' and so double 
</in 1. 117 : 1. 123, * villein ' : 1. \2^^ fpeedie' ; 1. 129, ^ deedcsj* 
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Ne ceafed not, till him opprefTed hard 130 

The heauy plague, that for fuch leachours is prepard. 

For foone as he was vanifht out of fight, 
His coward courage gan emboldned bee, 
And caft t'auenge him of that fowle defpight. 
Which he had borne of his bold enimee. 
Tho to his brethren came : for they were three 
Vngratious children of one gracelefife fire, 
And vnto them complained, how that he 
Had vfed bene of that foolehardy Squire ; 

So them with bitter words he ftird to bloudy ire. 140 

Forthwith themfeiues with their fad inftruments 
Of fpoyle and murder they gan arme byliue, 
And with him forth into the foreft went. 
To wreake the wrath, which he did earft reuiue 
In their fterne brefts, on him which late did driue 
Their brother to reproch and fhamefull flight : 
For they had vow'd, that neuer he aliue 
Out of that forefl (hould efcape their might ; 

Vile rancour their rude harts had fild with fuch defpight. 

Within that wood there was a couert glade, 150 

Foreby a narrow foord, to them well knowne. 
Through which it was vneath for wight to wade ; 
And now by fortune it was ouerflowne : 
By/ that fame way they knew that Squire vnknowne 
Mote algates paffe ; for thy, themfeiues they fet 
There in await, with thicke woods ouer growne, 

1, 131, 'heauW: 1. 137, 'fyrt': L 138, 'complaynd': I. 139, ' tetm . . . 
feolhardU Squyri' : L 140, ' bloodu }ire' : I. 143, 'fimih . . . forrejl' : 
L 152, 'made,' bot coirecled in 'Faults efcaped' by ' Wait': L 154, 
*S^uyrt,' aod %o 1, 160 ; 1. 155, , inserted afler '/liy.' 
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And all the while their malice they did whet 
With cruell threats, his paflage through the ford to let 

It fortuned, as they deuized had, 

The gentle Squire came ryding that fame way, i6o 

Vnweeting of their wile and treafon bad, 

And through the ford to paffen did affay ; 

But that fierce fofter, which late fled away. 

Stoutly forth ftepping on the further fhore. 

Him boldly bad his paflage there to (lay, 

Till he had made amends, and full reftore 

For all the damage; which he had him doen afore. 

With that at him a quiuVing dart he threw. 
With fo fell force and villeinous defpighte. 
That through his haberieon the forkehead flew, 170 
And through the linked mayles empierced quite, 
But had no powre in his foft flefh to bite : 
That ftroke the hardy Squire did fore difpleafe. 
But more that him he could not come to fmite ; 
For by no meanes the high banke he could feafe. 

But laboured long in that deepe ford with vaine difeafe. 

And ftill the fofter with his long bore-fpeare 
Him kept from landing at his wiftied will ; 
Anone one fent out of the thicket neare 
A cruell fhaft, headed with deadly ill, 1 80 

And fethered with an vnlucky quill ; 
The wicked fteele ftayd not, till it did light 
In his left thigh, and deepely did it thrill : 

1. 164, 'foorth' : 1. 169, 'defpite' \ 1. 170, 'haberieon^ : 1. 172, ^nm' 
\sic\ : 1. 178, , for ; . 
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Exceeding griefe that wound in him empight, 
But more that with his foes he could not come to fight. / 

At laft through wrath and vengeaunce making way, 
He on the bancke arriu*d with mickle paine, 
Where the third brother him did fore affay, 
And droue at him with all his might and maine 
A forreft bill, which both his hands did ftraine ; 1 90 
But warily he did auoide the blow. 
And with his fpeare requited him againe. 
That both his fides were thrilled with the throw, 

And a large ftreame of bloud out of the wound did flow. 

He tombling downe, with gnafhing teeth did bite 
The bitter earth> and bad to let him in 
Into the balefull houfe of endleffe night. 
Where wicked ghofts do waile their former fin. 
Tho gan the battell frefhly to begin ; 
For nathemore for that fpeftacle bad, 200 

Did th'other two their cruell vengeaunce blin. 
But both attonce on both fides him beftad. 

And load vpon him layd, his life for to haue had. 

Tho when that villain he auiz'd, which late 
Affrighted had the faireft Florimell^ 
Full of fiers fury, and indignant hate. 
To him he turned, and with rigour fell 
Smote him fo rudely on the Pannikell, 
That to the chin he cleft his head in twaine : 
Downe on the ground his carkas groueling fell ; 210 

L 186, p. ^468 ' is mispaged ' 478 ' : 1. 187, ' arrytui . . . payne^^ and so 
^y * for ' «* in the stanza's rhyme- words : 1. 189, ''drove * : I. 190, ^forcft'' : 
1. 194, ^ flood' \sic\ : 1. 199, * battaUe * : L 204, ' vUlayn ' : 1. 207, * rigor ^ 
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His f infull foule with defperate difdaine, 
Out of her flelhiy ferme fled to the place of paine. 

That feeing now the onely laft of three, 

Who with that wicked (haft him wounded had, 

Trembling with horrour, as that did forefee 

The fearcfull end of his auengement fad, 

Through / which he follow fliould his brethren bad, 

His bootelefle bow in feeble hand vpcaught, 

And therewith (hot an arrow at the lad ; 

^^^lich faintly fluttring, fcarce his helmet raught, 220 

And glauncing fell to ground, but him annoyed naught. 

With that he would haue fled into the wood ; 
But Timias him lightly ouerhent. 
Right as he entring was into the flood, 
And ftrooke at him with force fo violent, 
That headlefle him into the foord he fent : 
The carkas with the ftreame was carried downe. 
But th'head fell backeward on the Continent, 
So mifchief fcl vpon the mcaners crowne ; (renowne. 

They three be dead with fliame, the Squire Hues with 

He Hues, but takes fmall ioy of his renowne ; 231 

For of that cruell wound he bled fo fore, 
That from his fteed he fell in deadly fwowne ; 
Yet ftill the bloud forth gufht in fo great (lore. 
That he lay wallowd all in his owne gore. 
Now God thee keepe, thou gentleft Squire aliue, 
Elfe (hall thy louing Lord thee fee no more, 

1. 211, ^f<rwlc'\ 1. 213, *ofily': 1. 214, ^Jhafte^ \ 1. 215, ^ horror' x 1. 219, 
^Jhott': 1. 220, */ayntfy''. 1. 227, *carcas*: 1. 234, ^ blood': 1. 236, ^fjuire^x 
V2yi,'Eh: 
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But both of comfort him thou {halt depriue, 
And eke thy felfe of honour, which thou didft atchiue. 

Prouidence heauenly paffeth liuing thought, 240 

And doth for wretched mens reliefe make way ; 
For loe great grace or fortune thither brought 
Comfort to him, that comfortlefle now lay. 
In thofe fame woods, ye well remember may, 
How that a noble huntereffe did wonne. 
She, that bafe Braggadochio did affray, 
And made him faft out of the forreft runne ; 

Belphcebe was her name, as faire as Phoebus funne. / 

She on a day, as (he purfewd the chace 

Of fome wild beaft, which with her arrowes keene 250 
She wounded had, the fame along did trace 
By traft of bloud, which (he had freflily feene. 
To haue befprinckled all the graffy greene ; 
By the great perfue, which fhe there perceau'd, 
Weli hoped fhe the beaft engor'd had beene. 
And made more haft, the life to haue bereau'd : 

But ah, her expeftation greatly was deceau'd. 

Shortly (he came, whereas that woefuU Squire 
With bloud deformed, lay in deadly fwownd : 
In whofe faire eyes, like lamps of quenched fire, 260 
The Chriftall humour ftood congealed rownd ; 
His locks, like faded leaues fallen to grownd. 
Knotted with bloud, in bounches rudely ran. 
And his fweete lips, on which before that ftownd 

L 239, ^ honor ^\ 1. 240, ^ hmenly^ \ 1. 242, Uhether' \ 1. 246, * Skee* i 
1. 247, ^ foreft roune' : 1. 250, ^ wUcW : 1. 252, ^ blood,' and so 11 259 and 
263 : 1. 255, *Jhee' I L 256, * haJU' ; 1. 261, 'humor,' 
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The bud of youth to blofTome faire began, 
Spoild of their rof ie red, were woxen pale and wan. 

Saw neuer liuing eye more heauy fight, 

That could haue made a rocke of ftone to rew, 

Or riue in twaine : which when that I^dy bright 

Befides all hope with melting eyes did vew, 270 

All fuddeinly abafht (he chaunged hew, 

And with ftemc horrour backward gan to ftart : 

But when (he better him beheld, fhe grew 

Full of foft paiTion and vnwonted fmart : 

The point of pitty perced through her tender hart. 

Mcekely (he bowed downe, to weete if life 
Yet in his frofen members did remaine, 
And feeling by his pulfes beating rife, 
That the wcake foule her feat did yet retaine. 
She/ caft to comfort him with bufie paine : 280 
His double folded necke (he reard vpright. 
And rubd his temples, and each trembling vaine ; 
His may led habericon (he did vndight, 

And from his head his heauy burganet did light. 

Into the woods thenceforth in had (he went, 
To feeke for hearbes, that mote him remedy ; 
For (he of hearbes had great intendiment. 
Taught of the Nymphe, which from her infancy 
Her nourced had in trew Nobility : 

1.266, *ro/y'i 1.267, *«^'i l-270» *«!«*: 1. 271, V^»*and so IL273 
{bis) and 276 : 1. 272, * horror' : 1. 273, * bitter* [sic\ : 1. 277, * Yctt,' and 
so L 279: 1. 279, 'fowU'i L 280, 'bu/y'i 1. 283, ^ haberiam{ «s 
before: 1. 285, ' hafte Jhee; and 'Jhce' in 11. 287, 295, and 299: I 287, 
* herbts^ 
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There, whether it diuine Tobacco were, 290 

Or PanacfuBa^ or Polygony^ 
She found, and brought it to her patient deare 
Who al this while lay bleeding out his hart-bloud neare. 

The foueraigne weede betwixt two marbles plaine 
She pownded fmall, and did in peeces bruze, 
And them atweene her lilly handes twaine, 
Into his wound the iuyce thereof did fcruze, 
And round about, as fhe could well it vze, 
The flefh therewith (he fuppled and did fteepe, 
T'abate all fpafme, and foke the fwelling bruze, 300 
And after hauing fearcht the intufe deepe, 

She with her fcarfe did bind the wound frd cold to keepe. 

By this he had fweet life recur'd againe. 
And groning inly deepe, at laft his eyes. 
His watry eyes, drizling like deawy raine, 
He vp gan lift toward the azure Ikies, 
From whence defcend all hopeleffe remedies : 
Therewith he figh'd, and turning him af ide. 
The goodly Mayd full of diuinities, 
And gifts of heauenly grace he by him fpide, 310 

Her bow and gilden quiuer lying him bef ide. / 

Mercy deare Lord (faid he) what grace is this. 
That thou haft (hewed to me f infuU wight. 
To fend thine Angell from her bowre of blis, 
To comfort me in my diftre(red plight ? 

1. 290, *^/*: 1. 292, ^fnvnd*: 1. 293, ' bUding . . . hart-blood' : 1. 294, 
*/otieraiHe^ : 1. 297, *tuice* : 1. 302, */car/ , . . woud*: 1. 303, ^ agayne^* 
and so '/ * for * t" in the stanza's rhyme-words : 1. 304, ' eUs^ and so 1. 305 : 
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Angell, or Goddefle do I call thee right ? 
What feruice may I do vnto thee meete, 
That haft from darkeneffe me retumd to light, 
And with thy heauenly falues and med'cines fweete, 
Haft drcft my f infuU wounds ? I kifle thy blefted feete. 

Thereat (he bluftiing faid, Ah gentle Squire, 321 

Nor Goddeffe I, nor Angell, but the Mayd, 
And daughter of a woody Nymphe, defire 
No feruice, butthy fafety and ayd ; 
Which if thou gaine, I flialbe well apayd. 
We mortall wights, whofe Hues and fortunes bee 
To commun accidents ftill open layd, 
Are bound with commun bond of frailtee. 

To fuccour wretched wights, whom we captiued fee. 

By this her Damzels, which the former chace 330 

Had vndertaken after her arriu'd, 
As did BclphoebCy in the bloudy place, 
And thereby deemd the beaft had bene depriu'd 
Of life, whom late their Ladies arrow ryu'd : 
For thy, the bloudy traft they follow faft, 
And euery one to runne the fwifteft ftryu'd ; 
But two of them the reft far ouerpaft. 

And where their Lady was, arriued at the laft. 

Where when they faw that goodly boy, with blood 
Defowled, and their Lady dreffe his wownd, 340 

1. 316, ^doe^' and so 1. 317 ; 1. 318, * darknes *: 1. 319, « heuenly ': L 324* 
, for ; : 1. 326, * War ' : 1. 327, *yftV' : 1. 328, * bawnd' : L 329, *Juccor' : 
1. 331, ' artyu'd'i L 332 — Collier suggests *had* for *did* : t*., * bloody,* 
and so 1. 335: 1. 334, * ladies' : 1. 335, *followd' i ib., , after 'iky' 
inserted : 1. 336, * rontu* 
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They wondred much, and ftioitiy vnderftood, 
How him in deadly cafe their Lady fownd, 
And / refkewed out of the heauy ftownd. 
Eftfoones his warlike courier, which was ftrayd 
Farre in the woods, whiles that he lay in fwownd, 
She made thofe Damzels fearch, which being ftayd, 
They did him fet thereon, and forthwith them conuayd. 

Into that foreft farre they thence him led. 

Where was their dwelling, in a pleafant glade, 

With mountaines round about enuironed, 350 

And mighty woods, which did the valley fhade. 

And like a ftately Theatre it made, 

Spreading it felfe into a fpatious plaine. 

And in the midfl a little riuer plaide 

Emongft the pumy ftones, which feemd to plaine 

With gentle murmure, that his courfe they did reftraine 

Befide the fame a dainty place there lay. 
Planted with mirtle trees and laurels greene. 
In which the birds fong many a louely lay 
Of gods high prayfe, and of their loues fweet teene, 
As it an earthly Paradize had beene '/ 361 

In whofe enclofed fhadow there was pight 
A faire Pauilion, fcarcely to be feene. 
The which was all within moft richly dight, 

That greateft Princes liuing it mote well delight. 

Thither they brought that wounded Squire, and layd 
In eaf ie couch his feeble limbes to reft, 

1. 342, ''theyr'x 1. 345, * woodes, and so 1. 351 : 1. 350, ^rownd'i 1. 351, 
* mightie ' : 1. 356, ''getU . . . tfuir courf : 1. 358, * laurells ' : 1. 360, 
^prai/e''. ib^ ^ fiixet hues' \ 1. 364, *a/' : 1. 365, U iking'; 1. 366, ^ Thether 
... Squyrc,^ 
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He reiled him a while, and then the Mayd 
His ready wound with better falues new dreft ; 
Dayly fhe dreffed him, and did the beft 370 

His grrieuous hurt to garifh, that fhe might, 
That fhortly (he his dolour hath red reft, 
And his foule fore reduced to faire plight : 
It fhe reduced, but himfelfe deftroyed quight / 

O fooliih Phyf ick, and vnfruitfull paine. 

That heales vp one and makes another wound : 
She his hurt thigh to him recur'd againe. 
But hurt his hart, the which before was found, 
Through an vnwary dart, which did rebound 
From her faire eyes and gracious countenaunce. 380 
What bootes it him from death to be vnbound, 
To be captiued in endleffe duraunce 

Of forrow and defpaire without aleggeaunce ? 

Still as his wound did gather, and grow hole. 
So ftill his hart woxe fore, and health decayd : 
MadnefTe to faue a part, and lofe the whole. 
Still whenas he beheld the heauenly Mayd, 
Whiles dayly plaifters to his wound fhe layd, 
So ftill his Malady the more increaft, 
The whiles her matchlede beautie him difma}rd. 390 
Ah God, what other could he do at leaft, 

But loue fo faire a Lady, that his life releaft ? 

Long while he ftroue in his courageous breft. 
With reafon dew the paflfion to fubdew, 

1. 369, ^readU'i 1. 370, 'Daily' : 1. 371, 'guan/h'i L 375, 'phyfick'x 
1. 377, * recurd': 1. 379, * rebowttd^^ and so * w ' in 1. 381 : 1. 383, * dejpeyre *: 
1. 3^» ^plaxflers . . . mrnnd' : 1. 391, ' doe^ \ 1. 392, *fayre'i 1. 393, 
* corageous,* 
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And loue for to diflodge out of his neft : 
Still when her excellencies he did vew, 
Her foueraigne bounty, and celeftiall hew, 
The fame to loue he ftrongly was conflraind : 
But when his meane eflate he did renew. 
He from fuch hardy boldneffe was reflraind, 400 
And of his lucklefle lot and cruell loue thus plaind. 

VnthankfuU wretch (faid he) is this the meed, 

With which her foueraigne mercy thou doeft quight ? 

Thy life (he faued by her gracious deed, 

But thou doeft weene with villeinous defpight. 

To / blot her honour, and her heauenly light. 

Dye rather, dye, then fo difloyally 

Deeme of her high defert, or feeme fo light : 

Faire death it is to fhonne more fhame, to dy : 

Dye rather, dy, then euer loue difloyally. 410 

But if to loue difloyalty it bee, 

Shall I then hate her, that from deathes dore 

Me brought ? ah farre be fuch reproch fro mee. 

What can I lefle do, then her loue therefore, 

Sith I her dew reward cannot reftore : 

Dye rather, dye, and dying do her ferue. 

Dying her ferue, and lining her adore ; 

Thy life fhe gaue, thy life (he doth deferue : 
Dye rather, dye, then euer from her feruice fwerue. 

But foolilh boy, what bootes thy feruice bace 420 

To her, to whom the heauens do ferue and few ? 

^' 397» *'foueraine bounty ' — Collier suggests * beautie ' : 1. 398, * con- 

flraytuTi 1. 399, ^ renew ^ misprinted ^reneiu^ in '96: 1. 4CXD, ^rejiraynd' and 

so *^ * for * t ' in 1, 401 : 1. 401 , * lott * : 1. 403, */ouerain ' : 1. 404, ' graiious ' : 

1. 406, * blott^ : 1. 409, * Fayre * : 1. 414, *^,* and so 1. 416: 1. 421, ' heuens,' 
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Thou a meane Squire, of meeke and lowly place, 
She heauenly borne, and of celeftiall hew. 
How then ? of all loue taketh equall vew : 
And doth not higheft Grod vouchfafe to take 
The loue and feruice of the bafeft crew ? 
If (he will not, dye meekly for her fake ; 
Dye rather, dye, then euer fo faire loue forfake. 

Thus warreid he long time againft his will, 

Till that through weaknefle he was ford at laft, 430 
To yield himfelfe vnto the mighty ill : 
Which as a viflour proud, gan ranfack fad 
His inward parts, and all his entrayles waft, 
That neither bloud in face, nor life in hart 
It left, but both did quite drye vp, and blaft ; 
As percing leuin, which the inner part 

Of euery thing confumes, and calcineth by art / 

Which feeing faire Belphcebe^ gan to feare, 

Leaft that his wound were inly well not healed. 
Or that the wicked fteele empoyfned were : 440 
Litle (he weend, that loue he clofe concealed ; 
Yet ftill he wafted, as the fnow congealed. 
When the bright funne his beams thereon doth beat; 
Yet neuer he his hart to her reuealed, 
But rather chofe to dye for forrow great. 

Then with difhonorable termes her to entreat. 

She gracious Lady, yet no paines did fpare, 
To do him eafe, or do him remedy : 

1. 422, ^ Squyre'\ 1. 423, ^ heuenly''. 1. 431, ^mightW'. 1. 433, ^ paries' \ 
1.434, ^ blood'' \ 1. 438, ^/ayre': 1. 439, *^/i///,' and so *</' for *t*/'in 
rhyme-words of the stanza : 1. 448, * doe * {bis). 
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Many Reftoratiues of vertues rare, 
And coftly Cordialles fhe did apply, 450 

To mitigate his (lubbome mallady : 
But that fweet Cordiall, which can reftore 
A loue-fick hart, she did to him enuy ; 
To him, and to all thVnworthy world forlore 
She did enuy that foueraigne falue, in fecret ftore. 

That dainty Rofe, the daughter of her Mome, 
More deare then life fhe tendered, whofe flowre 
The girlond of her honour did adorne : 
Ne fuffred fhe the Middayes fcorching powre, 
Ne the fharp Northerne wind thereon to fhowre, 460 
But lapped vp her f ilken leaues mofl chaire, 
When fo the froward fkye began to lowre : 
But foone as calmed was the Chriflall aire. 

She did it faire difpred, and let to florifh faire. 

Eternall Grod in his almighty powre, 

To make enfample of his heauenly grace, 

In Paradize whilome did plant this flowre. 

Whence he it fetcht out of her natiue place, 

And / did in flocke of earthly flefh enrace. 

That mortall men her glory fhould admire 470 

In gentle Ladies brefl, and bounteous race 

Of woman kind it faireft flowre doth fpire. 

And beareth fruit of honour and all chafl defire. 

Faire ympes of beautie, whofe bright fhining beames 
Adorne the world with like to heauenly light, 

1. 451, ^ malady'' \ L 454 — in 1609 ^ to^ is omitted : 1. 455, ^/oueraine'i 
1. 456, *daintU^i 1. 461, * chayre' 2in(i so *7' for *«' in rhyme- words of the 
stanza: L 463, '' chriJlalV \ 1. 464, ^fayre'^ {bis): ib,^ ^let to* \s in 161 1 
' let it ' : 1. 465, * almightie^: 1. 467, * whylome* : 1. 470, * admyre^' and so 
^y ' for *» * in rhyme-words of the stanza: 1. ^*12,^ fayreji^ 
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And to your willes both royalties and Realmes 
Subdew, through conqueft of your wondrous might, 
With this faire flowre your goodly girlonds dight, 
Of chaftity and vertue vii^nall, 
That fhall embellifh more your beautie bright, 480 
And crowne your heades with heauenly coronall, 
Such as the Angels weare before Gods tribunal!. 

To your faire felues a faire enfample frame, 
Of this faire virgin, this Belphcebe faire, 
To whom in perfeft loue, and fpotleffe fame, 
Of chaftitie, none liuing may compaire : 
Ne poyfnous Enuy iufUy can empaire 
The prayfe of her frefh flowring Maidenhead ; 
For thy, (he ftandeth on the higheft ftaire 
Of th'honorable ftage of womanhead, 490 

That Ladies all may follow her enfample dead. 

In fo great prayfe of ftedfaft chaftity, 
Nathleffe ftie was fo curteous and kind, 
Tempred with grace, and goodly modefty. 
That feemed thofe two vertues ftroue to find 
The higher place in her Heroick mind :' 
So ftriuing each did other more augment, 
And both encreaft the prayfe of woman kind. 
And both encreaft her beautie excellent ; 

So all did make in her a perfefl complement./ 500 

1. 476, * Reames ' : 1. 477, * cdqueji* : 1. 478, ^fayre^^ and so last word in 
1. 484, and ^y ' for * 1 ' in rhyme-words of the stanza : L 482, * were'' — Dr. 
Morris cites * weare"* as from 1609, but it is derived from 1596, ut supra: 
1. 488. * Maydeuhead'' : 1. 489, , after * thy ' inserted : 1. 493, * courteous . . . 
kynde^ and ' kynde'X. 498, and so *y ' for * j ' in rhyme- words of the stanza. 
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The birth of f aire Belphctbe and 

Of Afnoret is told. 
The Gardins of Adonis fraught 

With pleafures manifold. 






T 7" \ 7 Ell may I weene, faire Ladies, all this while 
Y Y Ye wonder, how this noble Damozell 
So great .perfeftions did in her compile, 
Sith that in faluage forefts fhe did dwell, 
So farre from court and royall Citadell, 10 

The great fchoolmiftreffe of all curtefy : 
Seemeth that fuch wild woods fhould far expell 
All ciuill vfage and gentility. 

And gentle fprite deforme with rude rufticity. 

But to this faire Belp/uebe in her berth 
The heauens fo fauourable were and free, 
Looking with myld afpeiSl vpon the earth. 
In ih'Horofcope of her natiuitee, 
That all the gifts of grace and chaftitee 
On her they poured forth of plenteous home ; 20 
laue laught on Venus from his foueraigne fee, 
And PItoebus with faire beames did her adorne, 

And all the Graces rockt her cradle being borne. 

1. 2, *^ fayre BelphoeW \ 1. 3, * Amorett' : L 11, ^ courte/y': 1. 12, *mUU 
woodes'' : 1. 13, ''ciuiW : 1. 16, ^ heuctis . . . fatiarabW : 1. 21, ^foticrayne. 
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Her berth was of the wombe of Morning dew, 
And her conception of the ioyous Prime, 
And all her whole creation did her (hew 
Pure and vnfpotted from all loathly crime, 
That / is ingenerate in flefhy dime. 
So was this virgin borne, fo was ftie bred, 
So was (he trayned vp from time to time, 30 

In all chaft vertue, and true bounti-hed 

Till to her dew perfe£lion (he was ripened. 

Her mother was the faire Chryfogonee^ 

The daughter of Amphifa, who by race 

A Faerie was, ybome of high degree, 

She bore Belphcebe, (he bore in like cace 

Faire Amoretta in the fecond place : 

Thefe two were twinnes, & twixt them two did (hare 

The heritage of all celeftiall grace. 

That all the reft it feem'd they robbed bare 40 

Of bountie, and of beautie, and all vertues rare. 

It were a goodly ftorie, to declare. 

By what ftraunge accident faire Chryfogone 
Conceiu'd thefe infants, and how them (he bare, 
In this wild forreft wandring all alone, 
After (he had nine moneths fulfild and gone : 
For not as other wemens commune brood, 
They were enwombed in the facred throne 
Of her chafte bodie, nor with commune food. 

As other wemens babes, they fucked vitall blood. 50 



1. 31, * chaJW \ I. 32, ^were' : 1. 37, * Fayre' : 1. 40, ^feemd' : 1. 41, 
* bcuntie ' : 1. 44, ' bore, " 
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But wondroufly they were begot, and bred 
Through influence of th'heauens fruitfull ray, 
As it in antique bookes is mentioned. 
It was vpon a Sommers (hynie day, 
When Titan faire his beames did difplay. 
In a frefti fountaine, farre from all mens vew, 
She bath'd her breft, the boyling heat t'allay ; 
She bath'd with rofes red, and violets blew, 

And all the fweeteft flowres, that in the forreft grew. / 

Till faint through irkefome wearineffe, adowne 60 

Vpon the gralTie ground her felfe (he layd 
To fleepe, the whiles a gentle flombring fwowne 
Vpon her fell all naked bare difplayd ; 
The funne-beames bright vpon her body playd, 
Being through former bathing mollifide, 
And pierft into her wombe, where they embayd 
With fo fweet fence and fecret power vnfpide. 

That in her pregnant flefh they fhortly fruftifide. 

Miraculous may feeme to him, that reades 

So ftraunge enfample of conception ; 70 

But reafon teacheth that the fruitfull feades 

Of all things liuing, through impreffion 

Of the funbeames in moyft complexion. 

Doe life conceiue and quickned are by kynd : 

So after Nilus invndation, 

Infinite fhapes of creatures men do fynd. 

Informed in the mud, on which the Sunne hath fliynd. 

1. 52, * hetiens^ I 1. 54, ^Jhinie* -. 1. 55— 1609 has ^ kis hot beames* {ox 
*^tf»/^'= beames: 1. 56, *far': 1. 60, *yrke/oniewearines': 1. 61, ^grqffy^i 
1. 64, ^funbeames ': 1. 70, , for ; : 1. 76, * creatures ' is misprinted * creature ' 
in '96 : ib,t *dae.^ 
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Great father he of generation 

Is rightly cald, th'author of life and light ; 

And his faire fifter for creation 80 

Miniftreth matter fit, which tempred right 

With heate and humour, breedes the liuing wight 

So fprong thefe twinnes in wombe of Chryfogone^ 

Yet wift Ihe nought thereof, but fore affright, 

Wondred to fee her belly fo vpblone, 

Which dill increaft, till (he her terme had full outgone. 

Whereof conceiuing fhame and foule difgrace, 
Albe her guiltleffe confcience her cleard, 
She fled into the wildemeffe a fpace. 
Till that vnweeldly burden fhe had reard, 90 

And / fhund diflionor, which as death fhe feard : 
Where wearie of long trauell, downe to reft 
Her felfe fhe fet, and comfortably cheard ; 
There a fad cloud of fleepe her ouerkeft, 

And feized euery fenfe with forrow fore oppreft. 

It fortuned, faire Venus hauing loft 

Her little fonne, the winged god of loue. 

Who for fome light difpleafure, which him croft. 

Was from her fled, as flit as ayerie Doue, 

And left her blisfull bowre of ioy aboue, 100 

(So from her often he had fled away, 

When ihe for ought him fharpely did reproue, 

And wandred in the world in ftrange aray, 

Difguiz'd in thoufand fhapes, that none might him be- 
wray. 

1. 79, ^ authour' : 1. 83, ^womb' \ 1. 92, ^ traueilV \ 1. 95. */eMce': 
I. 99, ' aycry' : 1. 103, 'Jlraun^e,' 
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Him for to feeke, (he left her heauenly hous, 
The houfe of goodly formes and faire afpects, 
Whence all the world deriues the glorious 
Features of beautie, and all fhapes fele6l, 
With which high God his workmanfliip hath deckt ; 
And fearched euery way, through which his wings 
Had borne him, or his traft (he mote detedl : 1 1 1 
She promift kiffes fweet, and fweeter things 

Vnto the man, that of him tydings to her brings. 

Firft fhe him fought in Court, where moft he vfed 
Whylome to haunt, but there fhe found him not ; 
But many there fhe found, which fore accufed 
His falfehood, and with foule infamous blot 
His cruell deedes and wicked wyles did fpot : 
Ladies and Lords fhe euery where mote heare 
Complayning, how with his empoyfned fhot 1 20 

Their wofuU harts he wounded had whyleare, 

And fo had left them languifhing twixt hope and feare./ 

She then the Citties fought from gate to gate, 
And euery one did afke, did he him fee ; 
And euery one her anfwerd, that too late- 
He had him feene, and felt the crueltie 
Of his fharpe darts and whot artillerie ; 
And euery one threw forth reproches rife 
Of his mifchieuous deedes, and faid, That hee 
Was the diflurber of all ciuill life, 130 

The enimy of peace, and author of all flrife. 

1. 106, * a/pafis ' — another example of Spenser's neglect of exact rhymes : 
1. 108, ^ beautW is misprinted ''beauties' in *96 : 1. no, '' euerW '. I. 114, 
«»/'//,* and so *W for *<a/* in 1. 116: 1. 117, 'fal/hood. . .fowU* : 1. 124, 
* eturiiy and so I. 125 : 1. 126, ^ crueltee^' and so *^^' for */V ' in 1. 127 : 
1. 127, *daries* : L 129, ^/ayd' ; L 131, ^ auihour' 
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Then in the countrey fhe abroad him fought, 
And in the rurall cottages inquired, 
Where alfo many plaints to her were brought, 
How he their heedleffe harts with loue had fyred, 
And his falfe venim through their veines infp)n'ed ; 
And eke the gentle fhepheard fwaynes, which fat 
Keeping their fleecie flockes, as they were hyred, 
She fweetly heard complaine, both how and what 

Her fonne had to them doen ; yet fhe did fmile thereat 

But when in none of all thefe fhe him got, 141 

She gan auize, where elfe he mote him hyde : 
At lafl fhe her bethought, that fhe had not 
Yet fought the faluage woods and forrefls wyde. 
In which full many louely Nymphes abyde, 
Mongfl whom might be, that he did clofely lye, 
Or that the loue of fome of them him tyde : 
For thy, fhe thither cafl her courfe t'apply. 

To fearch the fecret haunts of Dianes company. 

Shortly vnto the waflefull woods fhe came, 150 

Whereas fhe found the Goddeffe with her crew. 
After late chace of their embrewed game. 
Sitting befide a fountaine in a rew, 
Some / of them wafhing with the liquid dew 
From off their dainty Hmbes the duflie fweat. 
And foyle which did deforme their liuely hew ; 
Others lay fhaded from the fcorching heat ; 

The refl vpon her perfon gaue attendance great. 

1. I33,*«if^iy^,' and so * V for *«/' in rhyme- words of the stanza: 
1- 134. *plaini€s'i 1. 137, ' Shepheard' \ 1. 138, ^fleecy . . . hyt'd' i 
1. 142, *els ' : 1. 144, *forefts ' : 1. 148, , after *Mj/' inserted : ib., Whether' \ 
!• I55f *of . . . limbs. . . dufiy ' : 1. 157, , for ; . 
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She hauing hong vpon a bough on high 

Her bow and painted quiuer, had vnlafte 160 

Her filuer bufkins from her nimble thigh, 

And her lancke loynes vngirt, and brefts vnbrafte, 

After her heat the breathing cold to tafte ; 

Her golden lockes, that late in treffes bright 

Embreaded were for hindring of her hafte, 

Now loofe about her ftioulders hong vndight, 

And were with fweet Ambrofia all befprinckled light. 

Soone as fhe Venus faw behind her backe, 

She was afham'd to be fo loofe furprized • 

And woxe halfe wroth againft her damzels flacke, 

That had not her thereof before auized, 171 

But fuffred her fo carelefly difguized 

Be ouertaken. Soone her garments loofe 

Vpgath'ring, in her bofome fhe comprized, 

Well as (he might, and to the GoddefTe rofe, 

Whiles all her Nymphes did like a girlond her enclofe. 

Goodly fhe gan faire Cytherea greet, 

And flfiortly afked her, what caufe her brought 
Into that wilderneffe for her vnmeet, (fraught : 

From her fweete bowres, and beds with pleafures 
That fuddein change fhe flrange aduenture. thought. 
To whom halfe weeping, fhe thus anfwered, 182 

That fhe her dearefl fonne Cupido fought. 
Who in his frowardneffe from her was fled ; 

That fhe repented fore, to haue him angered. / 

1. 162, 'lanck'i 1. 168, 'behinde'i 1. 169, 'furpHz'd; oxid so * V for 
**/* in rhyme-words of the stanza : 1. 181, ' chaung , . ^Jlraung' : 1. 184, 
^ frowardnes*^ 




252 . THE III. BOOKE OF THE [Cant VI. 

Thereat Diana gan to fmilc, in fcome 

Of her vaine plaint, and to her fcoffing fayd ; 

Great pittie fure, that ye be fo forlome 

Of your gay fonne, that giues ye fo good ayd 

To your difports : ill mote ye bene apayd. 190 

But (he was more engrieued, and replide ; 

Faire filler, ill befeemes it to vpbrayd 

A dolefull heart with fo difdainfuU pride ; 

The like that mine, may be your paine another tide. 

As you in woods and wanton wildemefTe 
•Your glory fet, to chace the faluage beafts, 
So my delight is all in ioyfulneiTe, 
In beds, in bowres, in banckets, and in feails : 
And ill becomes you with your loftie creafls, 
To fcome the ioy, that lone is glad to feeke ; 200 
We both are bound to follow heauens beheads, 
And tend our charges with obeifance meeke : 

Spare, gentle f ifter, with reproch my paine to eeke. 

And tell me, if that ye my fonne haue heard, 
To lurke emongft your Nymphes in fecret wize ; 
Or keepe their cabins : much I am affeard, 
Leafl he like one of them him felfe difguize. 
And turne his arrowes to their exercize : 
So may he long himfelfe full eafie hide : 
For he is faire and frefh in face and guize, 210 

As any Nymph (let not it be enuyde,) 

So faying euery Nymph full narrowly Ihe eyde. 

1. 187, 'playnt' : 1. 188, ^pitty' : 1. 196, 'feU' : 1. 199, 'lofiy'\ 1. 201, 
* boivnd' : 1. 202, * obei/aufuc* : 1. 209, ^ him felfe'-. 1. 211, ^ Nimphe . . . 
enuide' : 1. 212, * Nimp/i . . .fheceide^ 
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But Phoebe therewith fore was angered, 

And fharply faid ; Goe Dame, goe feeke your boy, 

Where you him lately left, in Mars his bed ; 

He comes not here, we fcorne his foolifli ioy, 

Ne / lend we leifure to his idle toy : 

But if I catch him in this company. 

By Stygian lake I vow, whofe fad annoy 

The Gods doe dread, he dearely fhall abye : 220 

He clip his wanton wings, that he no more fhall fly. 

Whom when as Ventis faw fo fore difpleafed. 
She inly fory was, and gan relent, 
What ftie had faid : fo her fhe foone appeafed, 
With fugred words and gentle blandifhment. 
From which a fountaine from her fweet lips went. 
And welled goodly forth, that in Ihort fpace 
She was well pleafd, and forth her damzels fent, 
Through all the woods, to fearch from place to place. 

If any trafl of him or tydings they mote trace. 230 

To fearch the God of loue, her Nymphes fhe fent 
Throughout the wandring forrefl euery where : 
And after them her felfe eke with her went 
To feeke the fugitiue, both farre and nere, 
So long they fought, till they arriued were 
In that fame fhadie couert, where as lay 
Faire Cryfogone in flombry traunce whilere : 

1. 214, ^faicW : 1. 215, ^ lefte' : 1. 220, * dearly' : 1. 221, *Jfye* : 1. 222, 
^ dif pleafd^ and so 'd?' for '' ed' in 1. 224: 1. 223, ^ Shee^' and so 1. 224: 
1. 226, * From which ' is in 1609 ^ Which as,' Dr. Morris notes that Church 
proposed * Of which': jA, ^fweete' : 1. 229 ^/riJ': 1. 230. '■tidings'-, 1. 231, 
* Nimphes ' : 1. 232, ^forejV : 1. 235, * both farre and nere' itot in '90, and 
a period (.) after ' fugititu' \ 1. 236, ^Jhady^ 
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Who in her fleepe (a wondrous thing to fay) 
Vnwares had borne two babes, as faire as fpringing day. 

Vnwares (he them conceiu'd, vnwares (he bore : 240 
She bore withouten paine, that (he conceiued 
Withouten pleafure : ne her need implore 
Lucinaes aide : which when they both perceiued, 
They were through wonder nigh of fenfc bereaued, 
And gazing each on other, nought befpake : 
At laft they both agreed, her feeming grieued 
Out of her heauy fwowne not to awake, 

But from her louing fide the tender babes to take. / 

Vp they them tooke, each one a babe vptooke, 

And with them carried, to be fodered ; 250 

Dame PItcebe to a Nymph her babe betooke, 

To be vpbrought in perfeft Maydenhed, 

And of her felfe her name Belphcebe red : 

But Venus hers hence farre away conuayd. 

To be vpbrought in goodly womanhed, 

And in her litle loues (lead, which was (Irayd, 

Her Amoretta cald, to comfort her difmayd. 

She brought her to her ioyous Paradize, 

Where moft (he wonnes, whe (he on earth does xlwel. 
So faire a place, as Nature can deuize : 260 

Whether in Paphos^ or Cytheron hill, 
Or it in Gnidus be, I wote not well ; 
But well I wote by tryall, that this fame 
All other pleafant places doth excell, 

I. 241, ^ concMd^ zxA so 'V for ^ ed"* in rhyme-words of Uie stanza: 
1. 244, ^fettceberci^d' : 1. 247, * heauie^i 1. 25 1, * Nymphe'^x 1. 254, ^thenct 
far," and so 1. 266 : 1. 258, • Shce^ : 1. 259, * dwell' i 1. 262, * Gnidas ..i . 
bee ' : 1. 263, * triaW : 1. 264, ^plea/aunt: 
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And called is by her loft louers name, 
The Gar din of Adonis^ farre renowmd by fame. 

In that fame Gardin all the goodly flowres, 
Wherewith dame Nature doth her beautifie, 
And decks the girlonds of her paramoures, 
Are fetcht : there is the firft feminarie 270 

Of all things, that are borne to Hue and die, 
According to their kindes. Long worke it were, 
Here to account the endleffe progenie 
Of all the weedes, that bud and bloflbme there ; 

But fo much as doth need, muft needs be counted here. 

It fited was in fruitfull foyle of old, 

And girt in with two walles on either fide ; 

The one of yron, the other of bright gold, 

That none might thorough breake, nor ouer-ftride : 

And / double gates it had, which opened wide, 280 

By which both in and out men moten pas ; 

Th'one faire and frefti, the other old and dride : 

Old Genius the porter of them was. 

Old Genius^ the which a double nature has. 

He letteth in, he letteth out to wend. 
All that to come into the world defire ; 
A thoufand thoufand naked babes attend 
About him day and night, which doe require. 
That he with fleftily weedes would them attire : 
Such as him lift, fuch as eternall fate 290 

Ordained hath, he clothes with finfull mire, 

1. 268, * beautify^ : 1. 269, ' Paramoures * : 1. 270, ^/eminary ' : 1. 271, 
* dye^ I 1. 272, ^ kynds*\ 1. 273, ^ progeny^-. 1. 274, ^weeds'': 1. 277, ^7(>a//s*: 
1. 289, * weeds.* 
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And fendeth forth to Hue in mortall flate, 
Till they againe retume backe by the hinder gate. 

After that they againe returned beene, 
They in that Gardin planted be againe ; 
And grow afrefh, as they had neuer feene 
Flefhly corruption, nor mortall paine. 
Some thoufand yeares fo doen they there remaine ; 
And then of him are clad with other hew, 
Or fent into the chaungefull world againe, 300 

Till thither they returne, where firft they grew : 

So like a wheele around they runne from old to new. 

Nc needs there Gardiner to fet, or fow, 

To plant or prune : for of their owne accord 

All things, as they created were, doe grow, 

And yet remember well the mightie word, 

Which firft was fpoken by th'Almightie lord, 

That bad them to increafe and multiply : 

Ne doe they need with water of the ford, 

Or of the clouds to moyften their roots dry ; 310 

For in themfelues eternall moifture they imply. / 

Infinite (hapes of creatures there are bred, 

And vncouth formes, which none yet euer knew, 

And euery fort is in a fundry bed 

Set by it felfe, and ranckt in comely rew : 

Some fit for reafonable foules t'indew. 

Some made for beafts, fome made for birds to weare, 

And all the fruitfuU fpawne of fifhes hew 

1. 293, * agayn ' : 1. 295, * bee agaynty and so ^y ' for * V in rh3rme-words 
of the stanza : 1. 298, misprinted * remaire^ in '96 : 1. 301, ^thetktr . . . 
retoume' \ 1. 302, ^ arownd . . . ronne^ '. 1. 303, *yif/' : 1. 304, *<>r' mis- 
printed * of* in '96 : 1. 306, * mighty ' : 1. 307, * Almighty ' : 1. 314, ^/ondry ': 
1. 3'S» 'fett' : 1. 316, ♦/// . . . fowles: 
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In endlefle rancks along enraunged were, 
That feem'd the Ocean could not containe them there. 

Daily they grow, and daily forth are fent 321 

Into the world, it to replenifli more ; 

Yet is the ftocke not leffened, nor fpent, 

But ftill remaines in euerlafting ftore. 

As it at firft created was of yore. 

For in the wide wombe of the world there lyes, 

In hatefuU darkeneffe and in deepe horrore, 

An huge eternall Chaos, which fupplyes 
The fubftances of natures fruitfuU progenyes. 

All things from thence doe their firft being fetch, 330 
And borrow matter, whereof they are made, 
Which when as forme and feature it does ketch. 
Becomes a bodie, and doth then inuade 
The ftate of life, out of the griefly fliade. 
That fubftance is eterne, and bideth fo, 
Ne when the life decayes, and forme does fade, 
Doth it confume, and into nothing go. 

But chaunged is, and often altred to and fro. 

The fubftance is not chaunged, nor altered. 

But th'only forme and outward fafhion ; 340 

For euery fubftance is conditioned 

To change her hew, and fundry formes to don. 

Meet / for her temper and complexion : 

For formes are variable and decay, 

By courfe of kind, and by occaf ion ; 

1. 320, */eemd^i 1. 322, , for ; : I. 327, ^darknes': 1. 329, ^/ubflaunces'-. 
I. 332, *wh€nas'i 1. 333, ^body'\ 1. 335, ^fubjiaunccy and so 11. 339 and 
341 '• 1- 337i 'goe' : 1. 338, *^oe': 1. 342, ' chaunge . . . foftdry'; 1. 345, 
'kinde: 

VI, 17 
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And that faire flowre of beautie fades away, 
As doth the lilly frefh before the funny ray. 

Great enimy to it, and to all the reft, 
That in the Gar din of Adonis fprings, 
Is wicked Time^ who with his fcyth addreft, 350 
Does mow the flowring herbes and goodly things, 
And all their glory to the ground downe flings, 
Where they do wither, and are fowly mard : 
He flyes about, and with his flaggy wings 
Beates downe both leaues and buds without regard, 

Ne cuer pittie may relent his malice hard. 

Yet pittie often did the gods relent, 

To fee fo faire things mard, and fpoyled quight ; 

And their great mother Vetms did lament 

The lofle of her deare brood, her deare delight ; 360 

Her hart was pierft with pittie at the fight. 

When walking through the Gardin, them fhe fpyde, 

Yet no*te flie find redrefle for fuch defpight. 

For all that Hues, is fubie6l to that law : 

All things decay in time, and to their end do draw. 

But were it not, that Time their troubler is. 
All that in this delightfull Gardin growes. 
Should happie be, and haue immortall blis : 
For here all plentie, and all pleafure flowes, 

1. 348, */<?' is dropped in 161 1 : 1. 350, * 7yme* : 1. 353, 'doe* and so 
1- 365 : 1- 354, 'winges' : 1. 356, * pttty^ and so 1. 357 : 1. 358, 'thinges... 
fpoilciV \ 1. 361, 'pitty'\ 1. Z'^^i'/py^^' — j/V'qo and '96, and all,— evi- 
dently an oversight for * faw,' but another example of Spenser's neglects: 
1. 363, : for . : 1. 368, * happy hee' : 1. 369, ''plenty' 
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And fweet loue gentle fits emongft them throwes, 370 
Without fell rancor, or fond gealof ie ; 
Franckly each paramour his leman knowes, 
Each bird his mate, ne any does enuie 
Their goodly meriment, and gay felicitie. / 

There is continuall fpring, and harueft there 
Conttnuall, both meeting at one time : 
For both the boughes doe laughing blolTomes beare, 
And with frefli colours decke the wanton Prime, 
And eke attonce the heauy trees they clime. 
Which feeme to labour vnder their fruits lode : 380 
The whiles the ioyous birdes make their paftime 
Emongft the fhadie leaues, their fweet abode. 

And their true loues without fufpition tell abrode. 

Right in the middeft of that Paradife, 

There ftood a ftately Mount, on whofe round top 

A gloomy groue of mirtle trees did rife, 

Whofe fhadie boughes fharpe fteele did neuer lop. 

Nor wicked beafts their tender buds did crop. 

But like a girlond compaffed the hight, 389 

And from their fruitfull fides fweet gum did drop. 

That all the ground with precious deaw bedight, 

Threw forth moft dainty odours, & moft fweet delight. 

And in the thickeft couert of that fhade. 
There was a pleafant arbour, not by art, 

1. 370, ^fwuU . . . fitts' : L 371, 'gealo/y': I. 372, ' Paramor*: 1. 373, 
*em^* : L 374, ^felicity' : 1. 375, * SpHng' : 1. 376, * iyme,' and so *r * 
for • »' in the stanza's rhyme-words : 1. 377, * blojfoms^ : 1. 379, * htauenly* 
[su\i 1.380, 'fndta'i L ^2,'Jhady''.\, 387, ' /hady , . .Jharp'i 1. 388, 
^Ifcajles* : 1. 390, ^fydts ' : L 391, ' pretious' : 1. 394, 'plea/aunt Arber,* 
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But of the trees owne inclination made, 
Which knitting their rancke braunches part to part, 
With wanton yuie twyne entrayld athwart, 
And Eglantine, and Caprifole emong, 
Fafhiond aboue within their inmost part, 399 

That nether Phcsbus beams could through the throng, 
Nor Aeolus (harp blaft could worke them any wrong. 

And all about grew euery fort of flowre, 

To which fad louers were tranfformd of yore ; 
Freih Hyacintltus^ Phxbus paramoure, 
And deareft loue : 

Foolifti Ncarciffe^ that likes the watry fhore. 
Sad I Aviaranthus^ made a flowre but late, 
Sad Apnarantfius^ in whofe purple gore 
Me feemes I fee Amintas wretched fate. 

To whom fweet Poets verfe hath giuen endleffe date. 

There wont faire Venus often to enioy 411 

Her deare Adonis ioyous company, 
And reape fweet pleafure of the wanton boy ; 
There yet, fome fay, in fecret he does ly. 
Lapped in flowres and pretious fpycery, 
By her hid from the world, and from the (kill 
Of Stygian Gods, which doe her loue enuy ; 
But (he her felfe, when euer that (he will, 

Poffeffeth him, and of his fweetneffe takes her fill. 

And footh it feemes they fay : for he may not 420 
For euer die, and euer buried bee 

1 400, ^Phoebus . . . thrdg'\ 1. 403, Uranfformde^'. 1. 405, ^ Anddearejt 
loue ' — this from 1609 does not occur in '90 or '96, and so leaves the stanza 
defective : yet another example of the Poet's neglects : I. 406, * Afarciffe' 
— w : L 411, *fayre * : L 413, : for ; : 1. ^i, * d^e,* 
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In balefull night, where all things are forgot ; 
All be he fubiefl to mortalitie, 
Yet is eterne in mutabilitie, 
And by fucceiTion made perpetually 
Transformed oft, and chaunged diuerflie : 
For him the Father of all formes they call ; 
Therefore needs mote he Hue, that liuing giues to alL 

There now he liueth in etemall blis, 

loying his goddeffe, and of her enioyd : 430 

Ne feareth he henceforth that foe of his, 

Which with his cruell tufke him deadly cloyd : 

For that wilde Bore, the which him once annoyd, 

She firmely hath emprifoned for ay. 

That her fweet loue his malice mote auoyd. 

In a ftrong rocky Caue, which is they fay, (may, 

Hewen vndemeath that Mount, that none him lofen / 

There now he lines in euerlafting ioy. 
With many of the Gods in company, 
Which thither haunt, and with tibe winged boy 440 
Sporting himfelfe in fafe felicity : 
Who when he hath with fpoiles and cruelty 
Ranfackt the world, and in the wofull harts 
Of many wretches fet his triumphes hye, 
Thither reforts, and laying his fad darts 

Afide, with faire Adonis playes his wanton parts. 

And his true loue faire Pfyche with him playes, 
Faire Pfyche to him lately reconcyld, 

L 422, ^thinges ' : L 428, ' Therfore^ : L 440, ' thether^' and so L 445 : 
L 441, ' him felfe ' : L 445, * refortes . . . dartes * : L 446, ' Ajjuig . . . 
partes^ : 1. 447, ' tr€W^ and so L 460 : L 448, ' Fayre* 
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After long troubles and vnmeet vpbrayes, 
With which his mother Venus her reuyld, 450 

And eke himfelfe her cruelly exyld : 
But now in ftedfaft loue and happy ftate 
She with him Hues, and hath him borne a chyld, 
Pleafure, that doth both gods and men ag^;rate, 
Pleafure^ the daughter of Cupid and Pfyche late. 

Hither great Venus brought this infant faire, 

The younger daughter of Ch^fogoneey 

And vnto Pfyche with great truft and care 

Committed her, yfoftered to bee, 

And trained vp in true feminitee : 460 

Who no lefle carefully her tendered, 

Then her owne daughter Pleafure, to whom fhee 

Made her companion, and her leflbned 
In all the lore of loue, and goodly womanhead. 

In which when fhe to perfeft ripeneffe grew, 
Of grace and beautie noble Paragone, 
She brought her forth into the worldes vew, 
To be th'enfample of true loue alone. 
And / Lodeftarre of all chafte affeftione, 
To all faire Ladies, that doe Hue on ground. 470 
To Faery court fhe came, where many one 
Admyrd her goodly haueour, and found 

His feeble hart wide launched with loues cruell wound. 

But (he to none of them her loue did caft, 
Saue to the noble knight Sir Scudamore^ 

1. 456, ^ Hethtr . . . fayre*: 1. 457, ^yonger'i 1. 465, ^ripenes'-. 1. 469, 
*affe(flion* : 1. 470, */ayre . . . grcwnd^^ and so * w ' for * « ' in 11. 472-3 : 
. 473, ^launch . . . crueV — in 1609 * launcedj' 
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To whom her louing hart (he linked faft 
In faithfull loue, t'abide for euermore, 
And for his deareft fake endured fore, 
Sore trouble of an hainous enimy ; 
Who her would forced haue to haue forlore 480 

Her former loue, and ftedfaft loialty, 
As ye may elfewhere read that ruefull hiftory. 

But well I weene, ye firft defire to learne. 
What end vnto that fearefuU Damozell, 
Which fled fo faft from that fame fofter ftearne, 
Whom with his brethren Timias flew, befell : 
That was to weet, the goodly Florimell ; 
Who wandring for to feeke her louer deare. 
Her louer deare, her deareft Marinelly 
Into misfortune fell, as ye did heare, 490 

And from Prince Arthur fled with wings of idle feare. 

L 477* *faiihful* in '90 — misprinted ^ fathfuV in '96 : 1. 482, * reade^ \ 
1. 485, ^fledd' : 1. 487, , for ; : 1. 491, * Arthure: 
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Cant. VII. 
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The witches fonni loucs Florinull: 
Jhefiyes^ hifaifus to die, 

Satyrane faues the Squire of Demus 
from Gyants tyrannie. 






♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦* 



Like as an Hynd forth fingled from the heard, 
That hath efcaped from a rauenous beaft, 
Yet flyes away of her owne feet affeard, 
And euery Icafe, that fhaketh with the lead 
Murmure of winde, her terror hath encreaft ; lO 

So fled faire Florimell from her vaine feare, 
Long after (lie from perill was releaft : 
Each fhade fhe faw, and each noyfe (he did heare, 
Did feeme to be the fame, which (he efcapt whyleare. 

All that fame euening (he in flying fpent, 
And all that night her courfe continewed : 
Ne did (he let dull fleepe once to relent, 
Nor wearine(re to flacke her had, but fled 

1. 3, ^She . . . dj)'* : 1. 4, * Squyre' i 1. 5, ' Gynunt^ [sic\ and not 
Gynant^ as Dr. Morris inadvertently records: 1. 8, ^feete* : L II, *fUdd 
fayre'i 1. 13, 'he' (2~») for 'Jhe* in '90: 1. 14, ' whileare' -. 1. 18, 
'Jlack: 
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Euer alike, as if her former dred 
Were hard behind, her readie to arreft : 20 

And her white Palfrey hauing conquered 
The maiftring raines out of her weary wreft, 
Perforce her carried, where euer he thought beft. 

So long as breath, and hable puiffance 
Did natiue courage vnto him fupply, 
His pace he frefhly forward did aduaunce, 
And carried her beyond all ieopardy. 
But / nought that wanteth reft, can long aby. 
He hauing through inceffant trauell fpent 
His force, at laft perforce a downe did ly, 30 

Ne foot could further moue : The Lady gent 

Thereat was fuddein ftrooke with great aftonifhment 

And forft t'alight, on foot mote algates fare, 
A traueller vnwonted to fuch way : 
Need teacheth her this leffon hard and rare, 
That fortune all in equall launce doth fway, 
And mortall miferies doth make her play. 
So long fhe trauelled, till at length fhe came 
To an hilles fide, which did to her bewray 
A little valley, fubieft to the fame, 40 

All couerd with thick woods, that quite it ouercame. 

Through the tops of the high trees fhe did defcry 
A litle fmoke, whofe vapour thin and light, 
Reeking aloft, vproUed to the fky : 
Which, chearefuU f igne did fend vnto her fight, 

L 24, ^ ptijffaunce' : I. 25, ^ corage' : 1. 29, ^ traueilV : 1. 32, ^Jlrook* : 
1. 34, UraueiUr' : 1. 38, 'traueild' : 1. 40, 'iiile' : 1. 41, 'woodes' : 1. 42, 
'tk' tops' 1609. 
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That in the fame did wonne fome liuing wight. 
Eftfoones her fteps fhe thereunto applyde, 
And came at laft in weary wretched plight 
Vnto the place, to which her hope did guyde, 
To find fome refuge there, and reft her weary fyde. 50 

There in a gloomy hollow glen ftie found 
A little cottage, built of ftickes and reedes 
In homely wize, and wald with fods around, 
In which a witch did dwell, in loathly weedes, 
And wilfull want, all careleffe of her needes ; 
So choofing folitarie to abide. 
Far from all neighbours, that her deuilifh deedes 
And hellifh arts from people (he might hide, 

And hurt far off vnknowne, whom euer (he enuide. / 

The Damzell there arriuing entred in ; 60 

Where fitting on the flore the Hag (he found, 
Buf ie (as feem*d) about fome wicked gin : 
Who foone as (he beheld that fuddein ftound, 
Lightly vpftarted from the duftie ground, 
And with fell looke and hollow deadly gaze 
Stared on her awhile, as one aftound, • 
Ne had one word to fpeake, for great amaze, (daze. 

But (hewd by outward fignes, that dread her fence did 

At laft turning her feare to fooli(h wrath, 

She a(kt, what deuill had her thither brought, 70 
And who (he was, and what vnwonted path 
Had guided her, vnwelcomed, vnfought ? 

1. 47, *applyd' : L 50, ^finde . . . wearii' : L 59, * tmndt* : 1. 67, 
, for . —accepted : 1. 70, ^[thether * : 1, 72, . for ? . 
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To which the Damzell full of doubtfull thought, 
Her mildly anfwer'd ; Beldame be not wroth 
With filly Virgin by aduenture brought 
Vnto your dwelling, ignorant and loth, 
That craue but rowme to reft, while tempeft ouerblo'th. 

With that adowne out of her Chriftall eyne 
Few trickling teares fhe foftly forth let fall. 
That like two Orient pearles, did purely fhyne 80 
Vpon her fnowy cheeke ; and therewithall 
She fighed foft, that none fo beftiall. 
Nor faluage hart, but ruth of her fad plight 
Would make to melt, or pitteoufly appall ; 
And that vile Hag, all were her whole delight 

In mifchiefe, was much moued at fo pitteous fight 

And gan recomfort her in her rude wyfe. 
With womanifh compaffion of her plaint. 
Wiping the teares from her fuffufed eyeSy 
And bidding her fit downe, to reft her faint 90 

And / wearie limbs a while. She nothing quaint 
Nor s'deignfuU of fo homely fafhion, 
Sith brought (he was now to fo hard conftraint, 
Sate downe vpon the dufty ground anon. 

As glad of that fmall reft, as Bird of tempeft gon. 

Tho gan fhe gather vp her garments rent. 
And her loofe lockes to dight in order dew, 
With golden wreath and gorgeous ornament ; 
Whom fuch whenas the wicked Hag did vew, 

L 78, * ehriftall ': 1. 80, * two orient per ies ' — Dr. Morris erroneously notes 
'96 as reading * to* i p. ' 497 ' is misprinted ' 597 ' in '96. 




268 THE III. BOOKE OF THE \Cant, VII 

She was aftonifht at her heauenly hew, 1 00 

And doubted her to deeme an earthly wight, 
But or fome Goddeffe, or of Dianes crew, 
And thought her to adore with humble fpright ; 
T'adore thing fo diuine as beauty, were but right 

This wicked woman had a wicked fonne, 
The comfort of her age and weary dayes, 
A laefie loord, for nothing good to donne, 
But (Iretched forth in idleneife alwayes, 
Ne euer caft his mind to couet prayfe, 
Or ply him felfe to any honeft trade, no 

But all the day before the funny rayes 
He vs'd to Aug, or fleepe in flothfull (hade : 

Such laef inefle both lewd and poore attonce him made. 

He comming home at vndertime, there found 
The faireft creature, that he euer faw, 
Sitting bef ide his mother on the ground ; 
The fight whereof did greatly him adaw. 
And his bafe thought with terrour and with aw 
So inly fmot, that as one, which had g^zed 119 

On the bright Sunne vnwares, doth foone withdraw 
His feeble eyne, which too much brightneffe dazed ; 

So ftared he on her, and flood long while amazed. / 

Softly at lafl he gan his mother a(ke, 

What milder wight that was, and whence deriued, 
That in fo (Iraunge difg^izement there did mafke. 
And by what accident fhe there arriued : 

I. 107, ^laefy' : 1. io8, ^ ydUnefTe' : L 115, ^fayrefi' : 1. 119, ^gaz^d*- 
1609 *hath ' : 1 121,' bri^nes daz'd* : L 122, * amaz*d ' z 1. 124, *dmi^d,* 
and so ' V for ' ed* in 11. 126-7-9. 
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But (he, as one nigh of her wits depriued, 
With nought but ghaftly lookes him anfwered, 
Like to a ghoft, that lately is reuiued 
From Stygian fhores, where late it wandered ; 1 30 
So both at her, and each at other wondered. 

But the faire Virgin was fo meeke and mild, 
That ftie to them vouchfafed to embace 
Her goodly port, and to their fenfes vild, 
Her gentle fpeach applide, that in fhort fpace 
She grew familiare in that defert place. 
During which time, the Chorle through her fo kind 
And curteife vfe conceiu'd aflfeftion bace, 
And caft to loue h6r in his brutifh mind ; 

No loue, but brutifh luft, that was fo beaftly tind. 140 

Clofely the wicked flame his bowels brent, 

And fhortly grew into outrageous fire ; 

Yet had he not the hart, nor hardiment, 

As vnto her to vtter his def ire ; 

His caytiue thought durft not fo high afpire. 

But with foft fighes, and louely femblaunces, 

He ween'd that his affeftion entire 

She fhould aread ; many refemblaunces 
To her he made, and many kind remembraunces. 

Oft from the forreft wildings he did bring, 150 

Whofe fides empurpled were with fmiling red. 
And oft young birds, which he had taught to fing 
His miftrefle prayfes, fweetly caroled, 

L 132, ^fayre . . . myld,* and so *y ' for * j ' in 1. 134 : 1. 135, * applyde ' ; 
1.139, , for ; : 1. 149, ^ kincU' i 1. 151, '/myling' i 1. 153, * maifirej/e 
prayfes.^ 
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Girlonds / of flowres fometimes for her faire hed 
He fine would dight ; fometimes the fquirell wild 
He brought to her in bands, as conquered 
To be her thrall, his fellow feruant vild ; (mild. 

All which, (he of him tooke with countenance meekeand 

But pail awhile, when fhe fit feafon faw 

To leaue that defert manfion, fhe cafl i6o 

In fecret wize her felfe thence to withdraw, 
For feare of mifchiefe, which fhe did forecafl 
Might by the witch or by her fonne compafl : 
Her wearie Palfrey clofely, as fhe might, 
Now well recouered after long repafl, 
In his proud furnitures fhe frefhly dight. 

His late mifwandrcd wayes now to remeafure right 

And earely ere the dawning day appeard. 
She forth iffewed, and on her iourney went ; 
She went in perill, of each noyfe affeard, .icg"^*^ 170 
And of each fhade, that did it felfe prefent ; 
For ftill fhe feared to be ouerhent, 
Of that vile hag, or her vnciuile fonne : 
Who when too late awaking, well they kent, 
That their faire guefl was gone, they both begonne 

To make exceeding mone, as they had bene vndonne. 

But that lewd louer did the mofl lament 
For her depart, that euer man did heare ; 
He knockt his brefl with defperate intent. 
And fcratcht his face, and with his teeth did teare 

1- I55» 'fqtiirreir : 1. 163, 'by' (bis) misprinted 'be,' and 'that' in '96: 
1- I73f *that* iox'her* in 1609 : 1. 175, ' Fayre.' 
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His rugged fleih, and rent his ragged heare: 181 
That his fad mother feeing his fore plight, 
Was greatly woe begon, and gan to feare, 
Lead his fraile fenfes were emperifht quight, 
And loue to frenzy turnd, f ith loue is franticke hight. / 

All wayes ftie fought, him to reftore to plight, 

With herbs, with charms, with coufell, & with teares. 

But tears, nor charms, nor herbs, nor counfell might 

Affwage the fury, which his entrails teares : 

So ftrong is paffion, that no reafon heares. 190 

Tho when all other helpes fhe faw to faile. 

She turnd her felfe backe to her wicked leares 

And by her deuilifti arts thought to preuaile, 

To bring her backe againe, or worke her finall bale. 

Eftfoones out of her hidden caue fhe cald 
An hideous beaft, of horrible afpeft. 
That could the ftouteft courage haue appald ; 
Monftrous, mifhapt, and all his backe was fpeft 
With thoufand fpots of colours queint eleft. 
Thereto fo fwift, that it all beads did pas : 200 

Like neuer yet did liuing eye deteft ; 
But likeft it to an Hyena was. 

That feeds on \yomens flefh, as others feede on gras. 

It forth fhe cald, and gaue it flreight in charge. 
Through thicke and thin her to purfew apace, 
Ne once to flay to refl, or breath at large. 
Till her he had attaind, and brought in place, 

1. \%%^^ might' \sic\ : 1. 193, ^ diuelijh' : 1. 197, ^ corage' : 1. 198, , after 
*nwtiflrous' — ^accepted : 1. 200, *^fwifte^' and so 1. 209 : 1. 201, *«>': 1. 203, 
• wemens ' : 1. 205, ^ pourfew ' : 1. 207, ^Jhe ' \sic\ 
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Or quite deuourd her beauties fcomefull grace. 
The Monfter fwift as word, that from her went, 
Went forth in haft, and did her footing trace 210 
So fure and fwiftly, through his perfeA fent, 
And pairing fpeede, that (hortly he her ouerhent 

Whom when the fearefull Damzell nigh efpide, 
No need to bid her faft away to ilie ; 
That vgly (hape fo fore her terrifide, 
That it ihe (hund no leiTe, then dread to die, 
And / her flit Palfrey did fo well apply 
His nimble feet to her conceiued feare, 
That whileft his breath did ftrength to him fupply, 
From perill free he her away did beare : 220 

But when his force g^n faile, his pace gan wex areare. 

Which whenas (he perceiu'd, flie was difmayd 
At that fame laft extremitie full fore. 
And of her fafetie greatly grew afrayd ; 
And now (he gan approch to the fea ftiore, 
As it befell, that fhe could flie no more, 
But yield her felfe to fpoile of g^eedinefle. 
Lightly fhe leaped, as a wight forlore. 
From her dull horfe, in defperate diftrefle, 

And to her feet betooke her doubtfull fickemefle. 230 

Not halfe fo faft the wicked Myrrha fled 
From dread of her reuenging fathers hond : 
Nor halfe fo faft to faue her maidenhed, 
Fled fearefull Daphne on ^JEgcsan ftrond, 

L 210, ^hafle' : 1. 217, 'flitt'\ 1. 223, ' extremity Jul ' i I. 224, ^ajety'i 
1. 233, * maydenJud,* 
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As FhrimeU fled from that Monfter yond, 
To reach the fea, ere fhe of him were raught : 
For in the fea to drowne her felfe (he fond, 
Rather then of the tyrant to be caught : (taught 
Thereto feare gaue her wings, and neede her courage 

It fortuned (high God did fo ordaine) 240 

As fhe arriued on the roring fhore, 
In minde to leape into the mighty maine, 
A little boate lay houing her before, 
In which there flept a fifher old and pore, 
The whiles his nets were drying on the fand : 
Into the fame (he leapt, and with the (we 
Did thruft the ftiallop from the floting ftrand : 

So fafetie found at fea, which fhe found not at land. / 

The Monfler ready on the pray to feafe. 

Was of his forward hope deceiued quight ; 250 

Ne durfl afTay to wade the perlous feas ; 

But greedily long gaping at the fight. 

At lafl in vaine was forfl to turne his flight. 

And tell the idle tidings to his Dame : 

Yet to auenge his deuilifh defpight. 

He fet vpon her Palfrey tired lame. 
And flew him cruelly, ere any refkew came. 

And after hauing him embowelled. 

To fill his hellifh gorge, it chaunfl a knight 

To pafTe that way, as forth he trauelled ; 260 

It was a goodly Swaine, and of great might, 

1. 239, ^fear . . . (5r» need . . . corage': 1. 243, ^homng'i 1. 246, ^Jkee lept *: 
1.248, ^ fafety f(mmd' (^w) : 1. 255, ^ dittelijhe' \ 1. 256, ^ fett' \ 1. 259 
» helliflt' misprinted in '96 * bellijh ' : 1. 260, UraueUed' : 1. 261, * K/.' 
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That at the laft his iiercenefle gan abate, 
And meekely ftoup vnto the viftour ftrong : 
Who to auenge the implacable wrong, 
Which he fuppofed donne to Florimelly 
Sought by all meanes his dolour to prolong, 
Sith dint of (leele his carcas could not quell : 
His maker with her charmes had framed him fo well. 

The golden ribband, which that virgfin wore 321 

About her fclender waft, he tooke in hand. 
And with it bound the beaft, that lowd did rore 
For great defpight of that vnwonted band. 
Yet dared not his viftour to withftand, 
But trembled like a lambe, fled from the pray, 
And all the way him followd on the ftrand, 
As he had long bene learned to obay ; 

Yet neuer learned he fuch feruice, till that day. 

Thus as he led the Beaft along the way, 330 

He fpide far off a mighty Giaunteffe, 
Faft flying on a Courfer dapled gray, 
From a bold knight, that with great hardineffe 
Her hard purfewd, and fought for to fuppreffe ; 
She bore before her lap a dolefull Squire, 
Lying athwart her horfe in great diftreffe, 
Faft bounden hand and foote with cords of wire, 

Whom fhe did meane to make the thrall of her def ire. 

Which whenas Satyrane beheld, in haft 

He left his captiue Beaft at liberty, 340 

1. 314, 'fiercencs ' : 1. 315, * vuioTy and so 1. 325 : L 318, * dtkr' \ L 322» 
'wa/U' : 1. 323, i^ymd' ; 1. 331, *o/':\. 339, *Aqfie ' : 1. 340, « lefli.* 
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And croft the neareft way, by which he caft 
Her to encounter, ere (he paffed by : 
But / fhe the way fliund nathemore for thy, 
But forward gallopt faft ; , which when he fpyde, 
His mighty fpeare he couched warily. 
And at her ran : fhe hauing him defcryde. 
Her felfe to fight addreft, and threw her lode afide. 

Like as a Gofhauke, that in foote doth beare 
A trembling Culuer, hauing fpide on hight 
An Egle, that with plumy wings doth fheare 350 
The fubtile ayre, ftouping with all his might, 
The quarrey throwes to gfround with fell defpight, 
And to the battell doth her felfe prepare : 
So ran the Geaunteffe vnto the fight ; 
Her firie eyes with furious fparkes did ftare, 

And with blafphemous bannes high Grod in peeces tare. 

She caught in hand an huge great yron mace, 
Wherewith fhe many had of life depriued. 
But ere the ftroke could feize his aymed place. 
His fpeare amids her fun-broad fhield arriued ; 360 
Yet nathemore the fteele a funder riued, 
All were the beame in bigneffe like a maft, 
Ne her out of the ftedfaft fadle driued. 
But glauncing on the tempred mettall, braft 

In thoufand (hiuers, and fo forth befide her paft. 

Her Steed did ftagger with that puiffaunt ftrooke; 
But (he no more was moued with that might, 

L 344. . (or ; : 1- 353» 'battnlV'. 1. 355, 'fyrU'x 1. 358, ^depHtid; 
and so 'V in the rhyme-words of the stanza for * a/': 1. 360^ *brode* : 
1. 362, * bignes.^ 
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Then it had lighted on an aged Oke ; 
Or on the marble Pillour, that is pight 
Vpon the top of Mount Olympus hight, 370 

For the braue youthly Champions to aflay, 
With burning charet wheeles it nigh to fmite : 
But who that fmites it, mars his ioyous play, 
And is the fpeflacle of ruinous decay. / 

Yet therewith fore enrag'd, with fteme regfard 
Her dreadfull weapon (he to him addrefl, 
Which on his helmet martelled fo hard, 
That made him low incline his lofty creft, 
And bowd his battred vifour to his brefl : 
Wherewith he was fo ftund, that he no'te ryde 380 
But reeled to and fro from Eaft to Weft : 
Which when his cruell enimy efpyde. 

She lightly vnto him adioyned fide to fyde ; 

And on his collar laying puiflant hand, 

Out of his wauering feat him pluckt perforfe, 

Perforfe him pluckt, vnable to withftand, 

Or helpe himfelfe, and laying thwart her horfe. 

In loathly wife like to a carion corfe. 

She bore him faft away. Which when the knight, 

That her purfewed, faw with great remorfe, 390 

He neare was touched in his noble fpright. 

And gan encreafe his fpeed, as (he encreaft her flight. 

Whom when as nigh approching (he efpyde, 

1. 380, ^Jlu was/oJiuHed* — thus misprinted in '90, but corrected in * Faults 
efcaped' thus, * Shee hee fluned Jlund^ [w], but under p. 500 by mistake for 
506: 1. 381, Vflj/?. . . wejl'\ 1. 383, 'fy(U' for 'fide' (1st): 1. 384, 'puifaunt'-, 
1. 391, * were' but corrected in * Faults efcapai,* though also un^der p. 50ofor 
506. 
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She threw away her burden angrily ; 
For fhe lift not the battell to abide, 
But made her felfe more light, away to fly : 
Yet her the hardy, knight purfewd fo nye, 
That almoft in the backe he oft her ftrake : 
But ftill when him at hand fhe did efpy, 399 

She turnd, and femblaunce of faire fight did make ; 
But when he flayd, to flight againe flie did her take. 

By this good Sir Satyrane gan wake 

Out of his dreame, that did him long entraunce, 
And feeing none in place, he gan to make 
Exceeding mone, and curft that cruell chaunce, 
Which / reft from him fo faire a cheuifaunce : 
At length he fpide, whereas that wofuU Squire, 
Whom he had refkewed from captiuaunce 
Of his ftrong foe, lay tombled in the myre, 

Vnable to arife, or foot or hand to ftyre. 410 

To whom approching, well he mote perceiue 
In that foule plight a comely perfonage. 
And louely face, made fit for to deceiue 
Fraile Ladies hart with loues confuming rage. 
Now in the bloflbme of his frefheft age : 
He reard him vp, and loofd his yron bands, 
And after gan inquire his parentage. 
And how he fell into that Gyaunts hands. 

And who that was, which chaced her along the lands. 

Then trembling yet through feare, the Squire befpake. 
That Geauntefle Argante is behight, 421 

J» 395» ^batteiW : 1. 406, * Mm from* in 1609; 1. 407, '//>yd^ . . . 
Squyre^ : 1. 412, *fowle^ : 1. 418, Uhe,' 
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A daughter of the Titans which did make 
Warre againfl heauen, and heaped hils on hight, 
To fcale the (kyes, and put loue from his right : 
Her fire Typlicms was, who mad through merth, 
And drunke with bloud of men, flaine by his might, 
Through inceft, her of his owne mother Earth 
Whilome b^ot, being but halfe twin of that berth. 

For at that berth another Babe fhe bore, 

To weet the mighty Ollyp/iant, that wrought 430 
Great wreake to many errant knights of yore, 
And many hath to foule confuf ion brought 
Thefe twinnes, men fay, (a thing far pafTing thought) 
Whiles in their mothers wombe enclofd they were. 
Ere they into the lightfome world were brought, 
In fleftily luft were mingled both yfere, 

And in that monflrous wife did to the world appere. / 

So liu'd they euer after in like fin, 

Gainft natures law, and good behauioure : 

But greateft fhame was to that maiden twin, 440 

Who not content fo fowly to deuoure 

Her natiue flefh, and ftaine her brothers bowre. 

Did wallow in all other flefhly myre. 

And fuffred beafts her body to deflowre : 

So whot fhe burned in that luflfuU fyre, 

Yet all that might not flake her fenfuall defyre. 

But ouer all the countrey fhe did raunge. 

To feeke young men, to quench her flaming thurfl, 

1. 423, ^fuiun* : 1. 425, */yre Typho€us*i 1. 426, * dronke . . . blood*: 
1. 428, • Whylome*: 1. ^^o, ' tnightie* i 1. 432, * TiU him Chylde Tkopasto 
confuf ion brought * : 1. 435, ' lightfom ' : 1. 439, * behaueotire ' : 1. 442, *• flaine^ 
badly in '96 misprinted ^flraine ' : 1. 444, ' beqfies ' : 1. 447, ^ counirie ' : 
1.448, Uhruft: 
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And feed her fancy with delightfull chaunge : 
Whom fo (he fitteft iSnds to feme her luft, 450 

Through her maine ftrength, in which (he moft doth 
She with her brings into a fecret He, (truft, 

Where in etemall bondage dye he muft, 
Or be the vaffall of her pleafures vile, 
And in all (hamefull fort him felfe with her defile. 

Me feely wretch (he fo at vauntage caught, 
After Ihe long in waite for me did lye, 
And meant vnto her prifon to haue brought, 
Her lothfome pleafure there to fatif fye ; 
That thoufand deathes me leuer were to dye, 460 
Then breake the vow, that to faire Columbell 
I plighted haue, and yet keepe ftedfaftly : 
As for my name, it miftreth not to tell ; 

Call me the Squyre of Dames that me befeemeth well. 

But that bold knight, whom ye purfuing faw 
That Geaunteffe, is not fuch, as fhe feemed, 
But a faire virgin, that in martiall law. 
And deedes of armes aboue all Dames is deemed. 
And / aboue many knights is eke efteemed. 
For her great worth ; She Palladine is hight : 470 
She you from death, you me from dread redeemed. 
Ne any may that Monfter match in fight, 

But fhe, or fuch as fhe, that is fo chafte a wight. 

Her well befeemes that Queft (quoth Satyrane) 
But read, thou Squyre of Dames^ what vow is this, 

1. 450, ^findes ' : 1. 452, * bringes ' : 1. 459, * loih/om ' : 1. 466, ^/eetndt 
and so rhyme-words of the stanza *d* for *ed' : I 469, ' knightes,^ 
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Which thou vpon thy felfe haft lately ta'ne ? 
That (hall I you recount (quoth he) ywis, 
So be ye pleafd to pardon all amis. 
That gentle Lady, whom I loue and feme, 
After long ftiit and weary feruicis, 480 

Did afke me, how I could her loue deferue, 
And how ftie might be fure, that I would neuer fwerue. 

I glad by any meanes her grace to gaine, 
Bad her commaund my life to faue, or fpill. 
Eftfoones fhe bad me, with inceflaunt paine 
To wander through the world abroad at will, 
And euery where, where with my power or (kill 
I might do feruice vnto gentle Dames, 
That I the fame (hould faithfully fuKill, (names 

And at the twelue monethes end (hould bring their 

And pledges ; as the fpoiles of my vidlorious games. 

So well I to faire Ladies feruice did, 492 

And found fuch fauour in their louing hartes, 
That ere the yeare his courfe had compa(rid, 
Three hundred pledges for my good defartes. 
And thrife three hundred thanks for my good partes 
I with me brought, and did to her prefent : 
Which when fhe faw, more bent to eke my fmartes, 
Then to reward my trufty true intent. 

She gan for me deuife a grieuous puni(hment / 500 

To weet, that I my trauell (hould refume, 

And with like labour walke the world around, 

1. 476, , for ? : 1. 478, , for . : 1. 480, *wearie' : 1. 485, *dadd*: 1. 48S» 
*dife': p. 510 in *g6 misprinted *6oo': L $01, * iraueiU* i ^, 502, 
* arawndt and so ^ w ' for < m ' in rhyme-words of the stanza. 
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Ne euer to her prefence fliould prefume, 
Till I fo many other Dames had found, 
The which, for all the fuit I could propound, 
Would me refufe their pledges to afford, 
But did abide for euer chafle and found. 
Ah gentle Squire (quoth he) tell at one word, 
How many foundft thou fuch to put in thy record ? 

In deed Sir knight (faid he) one word may tell 510 
All, that I euer found fo wifely ftayd ; 
For onely three they were difpofd fo well, 
And yet three yeares I now abroad haue ftrayd, 
To find them out Mote I (then laughing fayd 
The knight) inquire of thee, what were thofe three, 
The which thy proffred curtef ie denayd ? 
Or ill they feemed fure auizd to bee, 

Or brutifhly brought vp, that neu'r did fafhions fee. 

The firft which then refufed me (faid hee) 

Certes was but a common Courtifane, 520 

Yet flat refufd to haue a do with mee, 
Becaufe I could not giue her many a lane. 
(Thereat full hartely laughed Satyrane) 
The fecond was an holy Nunne to chofe, 

• Which would not let me be her Chappellane, 
Becaufe (he knew, (he faid, I would difclofe 

Her counfell, if he fhould her truft in me repofe. 

The third a Damzell was of low degree. 

Whom I in countrey cottage found by chaunce ; 

!• 507, * chajle^i 1. 508, ^ Squyre'-. I.509, ^fowndfl': 1. 511, ^ fownd,' and 
so 1. 5292 1. 513, ^abrode^' \ 1. 514, ^fynd' : I. 521, ^ adoe' ; 1. 526, 
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Full little weened I, that chaftitee 530 

Had lodging in fo meane a maintenaunce, 
Yet / was fhe faire, and in her countenance 
Dwelt fimple truth in feemely fafhion. 
Long thus I woo'd her with dew obferuance, 
In hope vnto my pleafure to haue won ; 
Btt was as farre at laft, as when I firft b^on. 

Safe her, I neuer any woman found, 
That chaftity did for it felfe embrace, 
But were for other caufes iirme and found ; 
Either for want of handfome time and place, 540 
Or elfe for feare of (hame and fowle difgrace. 
Thus am I hopeleffe euer to attaine 
My Ladies loue, in fuch a defperate cafe, 
But all my dayes am like to waft in vaine, 

Seeking to match the chafte with thVnchafte Ladies 
traine. 

Perdy, (faid Satyrane) thou Squire of DameSy 
Great labour fondly haft thou hent in hand. 
To get fmall thankes, and therewith many blames, 
That may emongft Alcides labours fland. 
Thence backe returning to the former land, 550 

Where late he left the Beaft, he ouercame, 
He found him not ; for he had broke his band, 
And was returned againe vnto his Dame, 

To tell what tydings of faire Florimell became. / 

1. 530| ^ lUWi 1. 532, ^fayrt . . . caunienaunce^ i L 534, ^ objeruaunce' \ 
1. S3Sf f for ; : 1. 536, 'far' : 1. 539, , for ; : L 544, 'wajle'i I. 546^ 
*fayd . . . Squyre ' : 1. 550, * b<ue *— bad misprint of *90 for * backe ': 1. 553, 
• retumd ' : L 554, *fayre* 
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The Witch creates a/ncwy Ijidy^ 

Like to Florimelly 
Who wrongd by Carle by Proteus fau^d^ 

Is fought by Paridell, 










SO oft as I this hiftory record, 
My hart doth mek with meere compaffion, 
To thinke, how caufeleffe of her owne accord 
This gentle Damzell, whom I wrote vpon, 
Should plonged be in fuch affliftion, 10 

Without all hope of comfort or reliefe, 
That fure I weene, the hardeft hart of ftone, 
Would hardly find to aggrauate her griefe ; 
For mifery craues rather mercie, then repriefe. 

But that accurfed Hag, her hofteffe late, 
Had fo enranckled her malitious hart, -^ 
That (he defyrd th'abridgement of her fate. 
Or long enlargement of her painefull fmart. 
Now when the Beaft, which by her wicked art 
Late forth fhe fent, Ihe backe returning fpyde, 20 
Tyde with her broken girdle, it a part 

!• ^3» *^«^ ' ; !• I4> * mercie' ; 1. 20, ^foorth* : 1. 21, ^ golden,^ 
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Of her rich fpoyles, whom he had earft deftroyd, 
She weend, and wondrous gladneflfe to her hart applyde. 

And with it running haftly to her fonne, 

Thought with that fight him much to haue rcliued ; 

Who thereby deeming fure the thing as donne. 

His former griefe with furie frefh reuiued, 

Much / more then earft, and would haue algates riued 

The hart out of his breaft : for f ith her ded 

He furely dempt, himfelfe he thought depriued 30 

Quite of all hope, wherewith he long had fed 

His foolifli maladie, and long time had mifled. 

With thought whereof, exceeding mad he grew. 
And in his rage his mother would haue flaine. 
Had (he not fled into a fecret mew, 
Where flie was wont her Sprights to entertaine 
The maifters of her art : there was fhe faine 
To call them all in order to her ayde. 
And them coniure vpon etemall paine, 
To counfell her fo carefully difmayd, 40 

How fhe might heale her fonne, whofe fenfes were de- 

(cayd. 

By their aduife, and her owne wicked wit. 

She there deuiz'd a wondrous worke to frame, 
Whofe like on earth was neuer framed yit. 
That euen Nature felfe enuide the fame. 
And grudg'd to fee the counterfet ftiould fhame 
The thing it felfe. In hand fhe boldly tooke 
To make another like the former Dame, 

1. 23, *<5r- . . . gladnes' : 1. 24, * ronning' : 1. 25, *relhid,*Bnd so *V' 
for *e(i* in rhyme- words of the stanza : 1. 29, * dedd^* and so double </ in 
rhyme-words of the stanza : 1. 32, * malady * : L 42, • dtuice* 
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Another FlorimeUy in fhape and looke 
So liuely and fo like, that many it miflooke. \ 50 

The fubftance, whereof Ihe the bodie made. 
Was pureft fnow in maffie mould congeald. 
Which (he had gathered in a fliadie glade 
Of the Riphoean hils, to her reueald 
By errant Sprights, but from all men conceald : 
The fame flie tempred with fine Mercury, 
And virgin wex, that neuer yet was feald, 
And mingled them with perfeft vermily. 

That like a liuely fi^nguine it feem'd to the eye. / 

In ftead of eyes two burning lampes fhe fet 60 

In f ilver fockets, fhyning like the fkyes, 
And a quicke mouing Spirit did arret 
To ftirre and roll them, like a womans eyes ; 
In ftead of yellow lockes fhe did deuife, 
With golden wyre to weaue her curled head ; 
Yet golden wyre was not fo yellow thrife 
As Florimells faire haire : and in the ftead 

Of life, fhe put a Spright to rule the carkaffe dead. 

A wicked Spright yfraught with fawning guile, 

And faire refemblance aboue all the reft, 70 

Which with the Prince of DarknefTe fell fomewhile. 
From heauens bliffe and euerlafting reft ; 

1. 51, *hody'\ 1. 52, ^maffy^x 1. 53, 'Jhady' \ 1. 57, ^wax' in 1609: 
I. 59, ^/eemd* I 1. 63, ^to womms* i 1. 64, *• deuyfe'' \ 1. 66, ^thry/e^i 
L 67, ^fayre heare * : 1. 68, ' carcas'* : 1. 69, ^ gtiylty and so *^' for *f * 
in rhyme- words of the stanza: 1. 70, ^fayre^x !• 7X» * Darkenes* i id,, 
^foniewhyle '—corrected as in text froQi ' loniewhile ' : 1. 7^, * blis^ and , for ;. 
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Him needed not inftru6):, which way were beft 
Himfelfe to fafhion likeft Flarimell^ 
Ne how to fpeake, ne how to vfe his geft. 
For he in counterfeifance did excell, 
And all the wyles of wemens wits knew paffing well. 

Him (haped thus, (he deckt in garments gay, 
Which Flarimell had left behind her late, 
That who fo then her faw, would furely fay, 80 

It was her felfe, whom it did imitate, 
Or fairer then her felfe, if ought algate 
Might fairer be. And then (he forth her brought 
Vnto her fonne, that lay in feeble ftate ; 
Who feeing her gan ftreight vpftart, and thought 

She was the Lady felfe, who he fo long had fought 

Tho fad her clipping twixt his armes twaine, 
Extremely ioyed in fo happie fight, 
And foone forgot his former f ickly paine ; 
But (he, the more to feeme fuch as (he hight, 90 
Coyly / rebutted his embracement light ; 
Yet ftill with gentle countenance retained. 
Enough to hold a foole in vaine delight : 
Him long (he fo with (hadowes entertained. 

As her Creatre(re had in charge to her ordained. 

Till on a day, as (he difpofed was 

To walke the woods with that his Idole faire, 

1. 76, * countetfe/aunce * : 1. 80, *wAom* in 1609 : 1. 82, ^ fdyrer^ and so 
1. 83 I 1. 87, * twayne^* and so *>' ' for * » * in rhyme-words of the stanza : 
1. 88, * happy ' : 1. 89, ^fickely ' : 1. 92, * countenaunce '—misprinted in '96 
^ countenantf and * V for * ed* in rhyme- words of the stanza': 1. 97? 
^wootUs* 
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Her to difport, and idle time to pas, 
In th'open frefhnefle of the gentle aire, 
A knight that way there chaunced to repaire ; 100 
Yet knight was not, but a boaftfuU fwaine, 
That deedes of armes had euer in defpaire, 
Proud Braggadocchioy that in vaunting vaine 
His glory did repofe, and credit did maintaine. 

He feeing with that Chorle fo faire a wight, 
Decked with many a coftly ornament. 
Much merueiled thereat, as well he might, 
And thought that match a fowle difparagehient : 
His bloudie fpeare eftfoones he boldly bent 
Againft the filly clowne, who dead through feare, 
Fell ftreight to ground in great aftonifliment ; 1 1 1 
Villein (faid he) this Ladie is my deare, 

Dy, if thou it gainefay : I will away her beare. 

The fearefuU Chorle durft not gainefay nor dooe. 
But trembling flood and yielded him the pray ; 
Who finding little leafure her to wooe, 
On Tromparts deed her mounted without flay, 
And without refkew led her quite away. 
Proud man himfelfe then Braggadocchio deemed. 
And next to none, after that happie day, 1 20 

Being pofTefTed of that fpoyle, which feemed 

The fairefl wight on ground, and mofl of men efleemed./ 

But when he faw himfelfe free from pourfute, 
He gan make gentle purpofe to his Dame, 

1- 99i *JreJhnes' : 1. 109, ^bloody . . . efte/oones* : 1. 112, */ayd . . . 
Lady': 1. 115, Uremblring' i 1. 119, * deem%' and so *V* for *ed'm. 
rhyme-words of the stanza ': 1. 120, ' happy 'i 1. 123, ^hee , , , himfelfe* 
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With termes of loue and lewdndTe diflbljate ; 
For he could well his glozing fpeaches frame 
To (iich vaine vfes, that him bed became : 
But (he thereto would lend but light regard^ 
As feeming fory, that (he euer came 
Into his powre, that vfed her fo hard, 130 

To reaue her honor, which (he more then life prefard. 

Thus as they two of kindne(re treated long, 
There them by chaunce encountred on the way 
An armed knight, vpon a courfer ftrong, 
Whofe trampling feet vpon the hollow lay 
Seemed to thunder, and did nigh affray 
That Capons courage : yet he looked grim. 
And fain'd to cheare his Ladie in difmay ; 
Who feem'd for feare to quake in euery lim, 

And her to faue from outrage, meekely prayed him. 

Fiercely that ftranger forward came, and nigh 141 
Approching, with bold words and bitter threat. 
Bad that fame boafter, as he mote, on high 
To leaue tp him that Lady for excheat. 
Or bide him battell without further treat 
That challenge did too peremptory feeme. 
And fild his fenfes with aba(hment great ; 
Yet feeing nigh him ieopardy extreme. 

He it diffembled well, and light feem'd to efteeme. 

Saying, Thou fooli(h knight, that weenft with words 
To (leale away, that I with blowes haue wonne, 1 5 1 

1. 132, 'Jdndnes^ : L 135, 'feete'i 1. 137, Uorage'i L 138, ^faynd . . . 
lady : 1. 139, */eenid,' and so 1. 149; 1. 141, ^ ftraunger'* \ 1. 144, ^lady''. 
L 145, * batteai: 
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And brought through points of matiy perilous fwordsc 
But if thee lift to fee thy Courfer ronne, 
Or / proue thy felfe, this fad encounter (honne, 
And feeke elfe. without hazard of thy hed. 
At thofe proud words that other knight begonne 
To wexe exceeding wroth, and him ared 
To tume his fleede about, or fure he fhould be ded« 

Sith then (faid Braggadocchid) needes thou wilt 

Thy dayes abridge, through proofe of puiflance, 160 
Turne we our (leedes, that both in equall tilt 
May meet againe, and each take happie chance 
This faid, they both a furlongs mountenance 
Retyrd their deeds, to ronne in euen race : 
But Braggadocchio with his bloudie lance 
Once hauing tumd, no more returnd his face, 

But left his loue to lofle, and fled himfelfe apace. 

The knight him feeing fly, had no regard 
Him to pourfew, but to the Ladie rode. 
And hauing her from Trompart lightly reard, 170 
Vpon his Courfer fet the louely lode. 
And with her fled away without abode. 
Well weened he, that fairefl: Florimell 
It was, with whom in company he yode. 
And fo her felfe did alwaies to him tell ; 

So made him thinke him felfe tn heauen, that was in hell. 

1. 152, ^broght throgh^ not * broght^ throgh^'' as Dr. Morris inadvert- 
ently records : 1. 155, * els , , . hedd,^ and so double d in rhyme- words 
of the stanza: I. 156, ^prowd^ : 1. 157, ^ivex^ : 1. 160, ^ dates . . . 
puijfaunce^^ and so ^au^ for ' a ' in rhyme-words of the stanza : I. i6l, 
*Jkeds^ : 1. 162, * nuete . . . happy"*', 1. 163, no , zhex '/aid^i 1. 164, 
'ReHrd'i 1. 165, ' bloody' i 1. 167, ' Ufie . . . him felfe': 1. 168, 'flie' i 
1. 169, *lady* : 1. 171, 'fett' i 1. 176, 'heuen.* 
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But FlorimeU her felfe was farre away, 

Driuen to great diftrefle by Fortune ftraungei 

And taught the carefull Mariner to play, 

Sith late mifchaunce had her compeld to chaunge 

The land for fea, at randon there to raunge : i8i 

Yet there that cruell Queene auengerefle, 

Not fatisfide fo farre her to eftraunge 

From courtly blifle and wonted happineflfe, 

Did heape on her new waues of weary wretchednefle./ 

For being fled into the fifliers bote, 
For refuge from the Monfters crueltie, 
Long fo (he on the mightie maine did flote. 
And with the tide droue forward careleflie ; 
For th'aire was milde, and cleared was the (kie, 190 
And all his windes Dan Aeolus did keepe, 
From ftirring vp their ftormy enmitie, 
As pittying to fee her waile and weepe ; 

But all the while the fifher did fecurely fleepe. 

At lail when droncke with drowfineiTe, he woke. 
And faw his drouer driue along the ftreame. 
He was difmayd, and thrife his bread he ftroke. 
For maruell of that accident extreame ; 
But when he faw, that blazing beauties beame, 
Which with rare light his bote did beautifie, 200 
He marueild more, and thought he yet did dreame 
Not well awakt, or that fome extaf ie 

Aflbtted had his fenfe, or dazed was his eie. 

I. 178, ' fortune' \ 1. 183, 'faH/fyde . . . far' x 1. 184, 'btis' : L 187, 
^crudiyC and so *^* for *i<p* in rhyme-words of the stanza: L 188, 
^mightie''. 1. 190, ^ayre' \ 1. 197, ''brejV • 1, 198, ^marueUV : 1. 200, ^beau- 
tifye^ and so '^ ' for * f ' in rhyme-words of the stanza : 1. 203, ^ fence' 
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But when her well auizing, he percdued 
To be no vifion, nor fantafticke fight, 
Great comfort of her prefence he conceiued, 
And felt in his old courage new delight 
To gin awake, and ftirre his frozen fpright : 
Tho rudely afltt her, how Ihe thither came. 
Ah (faid the) father, I note read aright, 210 

What hard misfortune brought me to the fame ; 

Yet am I glad that here I now in fafety am. 

But thou good man, fith farre in fea we bee, 
And the great waters gin apace to fwell. 
That now no more we can the maine-land fee, 
Haue care, I pray, to guide the cock-bote well, 
Leaft / worfe on fea then vs on land befell. 
Thereat th'old man did nought but fondly grin, 
And faid, his boat the way could wifely tell : 
But his deceiptfull eyes did neuer lin, 220 

To looke on her faire face, and marke her fnowy (kin. 

The fight whereof in his congealed flefh, 
Infixt fuch fecret fting of greedy luft, 
That the drie withered ftocke it gan refrefli, 
And kindled heat, that foone in flame forth bnift : 
The drieft wood is fooneft burnt to duft. 
Rudely to her he lept, and his rough hand 
Where ill became him, rafhly would haue thruft, 

L 204, ' ftrctiti'd,' and so "</' for 'a/' in the rhyme-words of the stum,; 
L 207, 'atrage' : I. so8, '^r . . , fnfim' x 1. 009, 'tiu&tr' : L aio, 
•/ttyi^.'andno.aftcr'^Aw':!. aia, ' anu'-XiX'i, 'far'xVni, 'imaym\ 
1.317,, for. : 1.319, '/o>i^': l.az?. '^»x''— another aanple of SpOMct^ 
non-exact rbymest but likely it wu lead ' fow£' 
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But (he with angry fcorae him did withftond^ 
And (hamefuUy reproued for his nidenefle fond. 230 

But he, that neuer good nor maners knew, 
Her (harpe rebuke full litle did efteeme ; 
Hard is to teach an old horfe amble trew. 
The inward fmoke, that did before but fteeme, 
BrokQ into open fire and rage extreme, 
And now he (Irength gan adde vnto his will, 
Forcing to doe, that did him fowle mifTeeme : 
Beaftly he threw her downe, ne car'd to fpill 

Her garments gay with fcales of fifb, that all did fill. 

The filly virgin ilroue him to withfland, 240 

All that (he might, and him in vaine reuild : 
She (Iruggled (Irongly both with foot and hand. 
To faue her honor from that villaine vild. 
And cride to heauen, from humane helpe exild 
O ye braue knights, that boad this Ladies loue, 
Where be ye now, when (he is nigh defild 
Of filthy wretch ? well may (hee you reproue 

Of fal(hood or of (louth, when moft it may behoue. / 

But if that thou. Sir Satyran^ didft weete. 

Or thou, Sir Peridure, her forie (late, 250 

How foone would yee a(remble many a fleete, 
To fetch from fea, that ye at land lod late ; 
Towres, Cities, Kingdomes ye would ruinate. 
In your auengement and difpiteous rage, 
Ne ought your burning fury mote abate ; 

1. 230, ^reprou'd^i 1. 242, *f9ote* : L 243, 'vildg^i 1. 244, *heueH*i 
L 248, */al/ehood' i 1. 250, *Jory* : L 253, * citties, km^hmis: 
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But if Sir Ctdidore could it pref^e, 
No Ituing creature could his cruelty aflwage. 

But f ith that none of all her knights is nye, 
See how the heauens of voluntary grace. 
And foueraine faUour towards chaftity, 260 

Doe fuccour fend to her diftreffed cace : 
So much high God doth innocence embrace. 
It fortuned, whileft thus ftie ftifly ftroue, 
And the wide fea importuned long fpace 
With ftirilling fhriekesj Proteus abrode did roue, 

Along the fomy waues driuing his finny droue. 

Proteus is Shepheard of the feas of yore, 

And hath the charge of Neptunes intghtie heard ; 

An aged fire with head alt frowy hore, 

And fprinckled froll vpon his deawy beard : Z/O 

Who when thofe pittifull outcries he heard. 

Through all the feas fo ruefully refound, 

His charet fwift in hafte he thither fteard, 

Which with a teeme of fcaly Pkocas bound 

Was drawne vpon the waues, that fomed him around. 

And comming to that FIfhers wandring bote. 
That went at will, withouten carde or fayle, 
He therein faw that yrkefome fight, which fmote 
Deepe indignation and compaffion frayle 
Into /his hart attonce : Areight did he hayle z8o 
That greedy villein from his hoped pray. 
Of which he now did very litle fayle, 

1. a6o, 'fauor': \. 261, 'fueeor': L 36S, 'n^hiy' : L 36% 'fitmf* ol 
'90(uid'96is'jJw7' in 1609 : 1 aja, 'rtfaaiU; tnd w 'w' fbi'M' ia 
rhyme-words of the slanza : 1. 273, Viom) 
L ^^^, ' card,' 
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And with his ftafle, that driues his Heard aftray» 
Him bet fo fore, that life and fenfe did much difmay. 

The whiles the pitteous Ladie vp did ryfe, 
Ruffled and fowly raid with filthy foyle, 
And blubbred face with teares of her faire eyes : 
Her heart nigh broken was with weary toyle. 
To faue her felfe from that outrageous fpoyle, 
But when (he looked vp, to weet, what wight 290 
Had her from fo infamous fa£l afToyld^ 
For fhame, but more for feare of his g^m fight, 

Downe in her lap (he hid her face, and loudly (bright 

Her felfe not faued yet from daunger dred 

She thought, but chaungf d from one to other feare ; 

Like as a fearefull Partridge, that is fled 

From the (harpe Hauke, which her attached neare, 

And fals to ground, to feeke for fuccour theare, 

Whereas the hungry Spaniels (he does fpy, 

With greedy iawes her readie for to teare ; 300 

In fuch diftrefle and fad perplexity 

Was Florimellf when Proteus (he did fee thereby. 

But he endeuoured with fpeeches milde 
Her to recomfort, and accourage bold, 
Bidding her feare no more her foeman vilde, 
Nor doubt himfelfe ; and who he was, her told. 



I 



1. 283, 'heard': 1. 284, ' bttt . . . fence' i 1. 285, 'Lady'i L 291, 
affbyld' — still another instance of Spenser's neglects. Church read 

* Did . . • affbyU,* but {rmo judicio) it is well here, and throughout, to 
retain the original word as passed and repassed by the Poet : L 293, 
'lowdly' : 1. 294, 'dredd* and so double </ in 1. 296 : 1. 296, ^ partridgt' \ 
1. 297, ^ hauke' \ 1. 2<fi^'fucc<nr' \ 1. 299, * Spaniels . . . fpye* i L 302, 

* her by* I 1. 303, *endeuortd,' 
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Yet all that could not from affright her hold, 
Ne to recpmfort her at all preuayld ; 
For her faint heart was with the frozen cold 
Benumbd fo inly, that her wits nigh fayld, 310 

And all her fenfes with abafhment quite were quayld. / 

Her vp betwixt his rugged hands he reard, 

And with his frory lips full foftly kift, 
. Whiles the cold yf icicles from his rough beard. 
Dropped adowne vpon her yuorie breft : 
Yet he himfelfe fo bufily addreft, 
That her out of aftonifhment he wrought, 
And out of that fame fifhers filthy neft 
Remouing her, into his charet brought. 

And there with many gentle termes her faire befought 

But that old leachour, which with bold affault 321 

That beautie durft prefume to violate. 
He cail to punifh for his hainous fault ; 
Then tooke he him yet trembling f ith of late, 
And tyde behind his charet, to aggrate 
The virgin, whom he had abufde fo fore : 
So drag'd him through the waues in fcornefuU (late, 
And after caft him vp, vpon the fhore ; 

But Florinull with him vnto his bowre he bore. 

His bowre is in the bottome of the maine, 330 

Vnder a mightie rocke, gainft which do raue 
The roaring billowes in their proud difdaine, 
That with the angry working of the wane, 

L 309, *hart . . ./ro/at': L 311, 'ftttca' : L 315, 'yuory^: I. 316, 
• Amb /dfe' : 1. 331, 'doe': I 332, ' roring.' 
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Therein is eaten out an hollow caue, 
That feemes rough Mafons hand with engines keene 
Had long while laboured it to engraue : 
There was his wonne, ne liuing wight was feene, 
Saue one old Nymph^ hight Panope to keepe it cleane. 

Thither he brought the fory Florimell^ 

And entertained her the beft he might 340 

And Panope her entertaind eke well, 

As an immortall mote a mortall wight, 

To / winne her liking vnto his delight : 

With flattering words he fweetly wooed her. 

And offered faire gifts t'allure her fight. 

But (he both offers and the offerer 

Defpyfde, and all the fawning of the flatterer. 

Daily he tempted her with this or that, 

And neuer fuffred her to be at reft : 

But euermore (he him refufed flat, 350 

And all his fained kindneffe did deteft. 

So (irmely (he had fealed vp her breft. 

Sometimes he boafted, that a God he hight : 

But (lie a mortall creature loued beft : 

Then he would make himfelfe a mortall wight ; 
But then (he faid (he lou'd none, but a Faerie knight 

Then like a Faerie knight himfelfe he dreft ; 
For euery (hape on him he could endew : 
Then like a king he was to her expreft, 
And offred kingdomes vnto her in vew, 360 

\'y^,'high'\ 1. 339, * Thether'% 1. 344, 'ivardis'i I 345, *gmftes'i 
L 348, 'Dayfy^i 1. 351, ' kindnes' : L 355, 'him/dfi,' and so IL 357, 
366, and 373: L 356, ' Fairy* i 1. 360, ^khi^pdaMs.* 
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To be his Leman and his Ladie trew : 
But when all this he nothing faw preuaile. 
With harder meanes he caft her to fubdew, 
And with Iharpe threates her often did alTaile, 
So thinking for to make her flubbome courage quaile. 

To dreadfull fliapes he did himfelfe transform^ 
Now like a Gyant, now like to a feend, 
Then like a Centaure, then like to a ftorme, 
Raging within the waues : thereby he weend 
Her will to win vnto his wiftied end. 370 

But when with feare, nor fauour, nor with all 
He elle could doe, he faw himfelfe efteemd, 
Downe in a Dongeon deepe he let her fall, 

And threatned there to make her his etemall thrall / 

Etemall thraldome was to her more liefe^ 
Then loffe of chaftitie, or chaunge of loue ; 
Die had Ihe rather in tormenting griefe, 
Then any fhouid of falfeneffe her reproue, 
Or loofeneffe, that ftie lightly did remoue. 
Moft vertuous vii^in, glory be thy meed, 380 

And crowne of heauenly praife with Saints aboue, 
Where moll fweet hymmes of this thy famous deed 

Are IHll emongft them fong, that far my lymes exceed. 

Fit fong of Angels caroled to bee ; 

But yet what fo my feeble Mufe can frame. 
Shall be f aduance thy goodly chaftitee; 
And to enroll thy memorable nam^ 

1. 361, •Lady'x L 364, 'aSJ^i^x L 365, 't9n 
'Gyaumt' : 1. 370, 'ttmi': 1. 372, 'di' : 1. 3J7, '^ 
1. 381, 'praxft . . . Saintts': L 384., for; , 
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In thlieart of euery honourable Dame, 
That they thy vertuous deedes may imitate, 
And be partakers of thy endlefle fame. 390 

It yrkes me, leaue thee in this wofuU ftate, 
To tell of Satyrane, where I him left of late. 

Who hauing ended with that Squire of Dames 
A long difcourfe of his aduentures vaine, 
The which himfelfe, then Ladies more defames, 
And finding not ^Sol Hyena to be flaine, 
With that fame Squyre, returned backe againe 
To his firft way. And as they forward went, 
They fpyde a knight faire pricldng on the plaine, 
As if he were on fome aduenture bent, 400 

And in his port appeared manly hardiment 

Sir Satyrane him towards did addreflfe. 

To weet, what wight he was, and what his quefl : 
And comming nigh, eflfoones he gan to geffe 
Both by the burning hart, which on his breft 
He / bare, and by the colours in his creft, 
That Paridell it was. Tho to him yode. 
And him faluting, as befeemed bed, 
Gan firft inquire of tydings farre abrode ; 

And afterwardes, on what aduenture now he rode. 410 

Who thereto anfwering, faid ; The tydings bad. 
Which now in Faerie court all men do tell. 
Which turned hath great mirth, to mourning fad, 
Is the late ruine of proud Marinelly 

1. 391, 'W\ 1. 393, 'Squyrt^ and so 1. 397: 1. 394, 'vayne^ andso y for 
* f ' in rh3rme-words of the stanza : L 397, * retoumed back ': L 399, ^fayrt\ 
1. 402, ' towardes ': L 409, ^tydinges^ and so L 411 : 1. 412, ' Faery . . . dotl 
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And fuddein parture of faire Florimell^ 
To find him forth : and after her are gone 
All the braue knights, that doen in armes excell, 
To fauegard her, ywandred all alone ; 
Emongft the reft my lot (vnworthy) is to be one. 

Ah gentle knight (faid then Sir Satyrane) 420 

Thy labour all is loft, I greatly dread, 
That haft a thankleffe feruice on thee ta'ne, 
And offreft facrifice vnto the dead : 
For dead, I furely doubt, thou maift aread 
Henceforth for euer Tlorimell to be. 
That all the noble knights of Maydenheady 
Which her ador'd, may fore repent with me, 

And all faire Ladies may for euer fory be. 

Which words when Paridell had heard, his hew 
Gan greatly chaunge, and feem'd difmayd to bee ; 
Then faid, Faire Sir, how may I weene it trew, 43 1 
That ye doe tell in fuch vncertaintee ? 
Or fpeake ye of report, or did ye fee 
luft caufe of dread, that makes ye doubt fo fore ? 
For perdie elfe how mote it euer bee. 
That euer hand fliould dare for to engore 

Her noble bloud ? the heauens fuch crueltie abhore. / 

Thefe eyes did fee, that they will euer rew 

T'haue feene, (quoth he) when as a monftrous beaft 

1. 417, *knight€S^', 1. 419, ^lott' and ^vtiwarthy^: \. 424, * furely* — 
Upton would read ^forelyy but see Glossary s,v, : I. 425, * bee^ and so 
double e in rhyme- words of the stanza : 1. 429, * wordes ': 1. 430, ^chaung 
. . . feemd di/maid* I 1. 431, ^ Fayre* : 1. 432, ^vncertHniee* i I. 435, 
^ dies' : 1. 437, ^ blood . . . heucns^i 1. 439, * To haue . . . Qu<ah . . . 
tnoflrous,* 
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The Palfrey, whereon fhe did trauell, flew, 440 

And of his bowels made his bloudie feaft : 
Which fpeaking token (heweth at the lead 
Her certaine lofle, if not her fure decay : 
Befides, that more fufpition encreaft, 
I found her golden girdle caft aflray, 
Diflaynd with durt and bloud, as relique of the pray. 

Aye me, (faid Paridell) the fignes be fad, 

And but God tume the fame to good foothfay, 

That Ladies fafetie is fore to be drad : 

Yet will I not forfake my forward way, 450 

Till triall doe more certaine truth bewray. 

Faire Sir (quoth he) well may it you fucceed, 

Ne long (hall Satyram behind you (lay, 

But to the reft, which in^this Queft proceed 

My labour adde, and be partaker of their fpeed. 

Ye noble knights (faid then the Squire of DatPtes) 
Well may ye fpeed in fo praifeworthy paine : 
But f ith the Sunne now g^nnes to flake his beames, 
In deawy vapours of the wefteme maine. 
And lofe the teme out of his weary waine, ' 460 
Mote not miflike you alfo to abate 
Your zealous haft, till morrow next againe 
Both light of heauen, and ftrength of men relate : 

Which if ye pleafe, to yonder caftle turne your gate. 

1. 441, < bloody' : 1. 443, 'certiine* : L 444, 'fufpUion ' : L 446, ^l^ood'-. 

1. 447, * Ay . . . ./add''. L 448, ^/ooth/ay'i 1. 449, ' dradd' i I 451, 

*cerUim*i 1. 45a, 'fd. ... fucced' \ 1. 456, * Squyre' \ 1. 457, ^ytt 

fpeede . . . /o^^im/ and so '^^ * for 't' in rhyme-words of the stanza, except 

L 462 : 1.463, ^heuen,* 
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That counfell pleafed well ; fo all yfere 
Forth marched to a Caftle them before, 
Where foone aniuing, they reftrained wefe 
Of readie entrance, which ought euermore 
To / errant knightes be commun : wondrous fore 
Thereat difpleafd they were, till that young Squire 
Gan them informe the caufe, why that fame dore 
Was ftiut to all, which lodging did defire : 

The which to let you weet, will further time require. 



Cant. IX, 





Malbecco wUl noflraunge knights hoft^ 

For peeuiih gealo/ie : 
Paridell giulU with Britomart : 

Bothjhew their aunceftrie. 





^♦^•♦H-# 



REdoubted knights, and honorable Dames, 
To whom I leuell all my labours end, 
Right fore I feare, lead with vnworthy blames 
This odious argument my rimes fhould fhend, 
Or ought your goodly patience offend, 



I. 467, • arryuing ' : I. 468, * ready entraunce ' : 1. 469, * comt 
1. 470, • Squyre^ : 1. 472, * de/yre' : 1. 473, ' requyre' 

1. 3> *g^ah/y'i 1. 5, ^aunceftry'x 1. 8, *vnworthie'\ 1. 9, ^rymes: 
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Whiles of a wanton Lady I do write, 
Which with her loofe incontinence doth blend 
The (hyning glory of your foueraigne light, 
And knighthood fowle defaced by a faithleflfe knight 

But neuer let th'enfample of the bad 

Offend the good : for good by paragone 

Of euill, may more notably be rad, 

As white feemes fairer, macht with black attone ; 

Ne all are fhamed by the fault of one ; 

For lo in heauen, whereas all goodneffe is, 20 

Emongft the Angels, a whole l^one 

Of wicked Sprights did fall from happy blis ; 
What wonder then, if one of women all did mis ? / 

Then liften Lordings, if ye lift to weet 
The caufe, why Satyrane and Paridell 
Mote not be entertaynd, as feemed meet, 
Into that Caftle (as that Squire does tell.) 
Therein a cancred crabbed Carle does dwell, 
That has no (kill of Court nor courtefie, 
Ne cares, what men fay of him ill or well ; 30 

For all his dayes he drownes ip priuitie. 

Yet has full large to liue, and fpend at libertie. 

But all his mind is fet on mucky pelfe. 
To hoord vp heapes of euill gotten maffe, 
For which he others wrongs, and wreckes himfelfe ; 
Yet is he lincked to a louely laffe, 
Whofe beauty doth her bounty far furpaffe, 
The which to him both far vnequall yeares, 
And alfo far vnlike conditions has ; 

1. II, ^doe''\ 1. 13, ^ fmercdne^ '. 1. 18, ^fayrer . . . tUtonce^ i L ao, 
< hmm . . . goodms * : L 22, < SpH^htes' : 1. 27, * Sqi^^,* 
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For nie does ioy to play emongll her peares, 40 
And to be free from hard reftraint and gealous feares. 

But he is old, and withered like hay, 
Vnfit faire Ladies feruice to fupply ; 
The priuie guilt whereof makes him alway 
Sufpeft her truth, and keepe continuall fpy 
Vpon her with his other blincked qfe ; 
Ne fuffreth he refort of liuing wight 
Approch to her, ne keepe her company, 
But in clofe bowre her mewes from all mens fight, 

Depriu'd of kindly ioy and naturall delight S o 

Malbecco he, and HeUenore ftie hight, 
Vnfitly yokt t(^ether in one teeme : 
That is the caufe, why neuer any knight 
Is fuffred here to enter, but he feeme 
Such, / as no doubt of him he neede mifdeeme. 
Thereat Sir Satyrane gan fmile, and fay ; 
Extremely mad the man I furely deeme, 
That weenes with watch and hard reftraint to ftay 

A womans will, which is difpofd to go aftray. 

In vaine he feares that, which he cannot flionne : 60 
For who wotes not, that womans fubtiltyes 
Can guilen Argus, when ftie lid mifdonne? 
It is not yron bandes, nor hundred eyes, 
Nor brafen walls, nor many wakefull fpyes. 
That can withhold her wilful! wandring feet \ 
But fail good will with gentle curtefyes, 

1. 41, 'refirajnii' : L 53, : pat for , of '90 and '96: L 54, ' A'miqiriiited 
'y/'in'g6i \.%6,'/myle': 1. i%,'rtflraynt'; 
L 65, , for ; i I. 6^ ' cottrt^ytt.' 
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And timely feruice to her pleafures meet 
May her perhaps containe, that elfe would algates fleet 

Then is he not more mad (faid Paridelt) 

That hath himfelfe vnto fuch feruice fold, 70 

In doleful! thraldome all his dayes to dwell ? 

For fure a foole I do him firmely hold, 

That loues his fetters, though they were of gold. 

But why do we deuife of others ill, 

Whiles thus we fuffer this fame dotard old, 

To keepe vs out, in fcome of his owne will. 

And rather do not ranfack all, and him felfe kill ? 

Nay let vs firft (faid Satyrane entreat 
The man by gentle meanes, to let vs in, 
And afterwardes affray with cruell threat, 80 

Ere that we to eiTorce it do begin : 
Then if all fayle, we will by force it win. 
And eke reward the wretch for his mefprife. 
As may be worthy of his haynous fib. 
That counfell pleafd : then Paridell did rife, 

And to the Caftle gate approcht in quiet wife./ 

Whereat foft knocking, entrance he defyrd. 

The good man felfe, which then the Porter playd, 

Him anfwered, that all were now retyrd 

Vnto their reft, and all the keyes conuayd 90 

Vnto their maifter, who in bed was layd. 

That none him durft awake out of his dreme ; 

And therefore them of patience gently prayd. 

Then Paridell began to chaunge his theme, 

And threatned him with force & punifhment extreme. 

L 69, */d[^/ and so 1. 78 : L 72, 'doe^ and so U. 74, 81 : 1. 75, 'Wf^Us^ 
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But all in vaine ; for nought mote him reletit. 
And now fo long before the wicket fall 
They wayted, that the night was forward fpent, 
And the faire welkin fowly ouercaft, 
Gan blowen vp a bitter ftormy blaft, lOO 

With fhouro and hayle fo horrible and dred, 
That this faire many were compeld at laft, 
To fly for fuccour to a little (hed, 

The which befide the gate for fwine was ordered. 

It fortuned, foone after they were gone, 

Another knight, whom tempeft thither brought, 
Came to that Caftle, and with eameft mone, 
Like as the reft, late entrance deare befought ; 
But like fo as the reft he prayd for nought, 
For flatly he of entrance was refufd. no 

Sorely thereat he was difpleafd, and thought 
How to auenge himfelfe fo fore abufd, 

And euermore the Carle of curtef ie accufd. 

But to auoyde th'intoUerable ftowre. 

He was compeld to feeke fome refuge neare. 

And to that (hed, to fhrowd him from the fhowre, 

He came, which full of guefts he found whyleare, 

So/ as he was not let to enter there : 

Whereat he gan to wex exceeding wroth, 

And fwore, that he would lodge with them yfere, 

Or them diflodge, all were they liefe or loth ; 121 

And fo defide them each, and fo defide them both. 

1. lOi, 'Jhffwre'x 1. 104, 'fwyne'i 1. 106, Whether' : 1. no,. for , of '90 
and '96 : L 113, * courtefie' : 1. 121, 'dijlodg ' : 1. 122, ' fo d^de'—\>\^ 'fo' 
dropped in '96 : i*., ^defyde^ and so 1. 131, 
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Both were full loth to leaue that needfull tent, 
And both full loth in darkenefTe to debate ; 
Yet both full liefe him lodging to haue lent. 
And both full liefe his boafting to abate ; 
But chiefly Paridell his hart did grate, 
To heare him threaten fo defpightfully. 
As if he did a dogge to kenell rate, 
That durft not barke ; and rather had he dy, 130 

Then when he was deflde, in coward comer ly. 

Tho haftily remounting to his fteed. 

He forth iflfew'd ; like as a boiilrous wind, 

Which in th'earthes hollow caues hath long bin hid, 

And (hut vp fad within her prifons blind, 

Makes the huge element againft her kind 

To moue, and tremble as it were agaft, 

Vntill that it an iflew forth may find ; 

Then forth it breakes, and with his furious blaft 

Confounds both land & feas, and fkyes doth ouercafl. 

Their fteel-hed fpeares they ftrongly coucht, and met 
Together with impetuous rage and forfe, 142 

That with the terrour of their fierce affret, 
They rudely droue to ground both man and horfe. 
That each awhile lay like a fenceleffe corfe. 
But Paridell fore brufed with the blow. 
Could not arife, the counterchaunge to fcorfe, 
Till that young Squire him reared from below ; 

Then drew he his bright fword, & gan about him 
throw. / 

!• I33» * hoyflrous winde ' : 1. 134, ^hm' ih 136, * kinde* : I, 138, */«^* : 
I 148, * Spi}^.* 
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But Satyrane forth stepping, did them Hay 150 

And with faire treatie pacifide their ire, 
Then when they were accorded from the fray, 
Againfl that Caftles Lord they gan confpire, 
To heape on him dew vengeaunce for his hire. 
They bene agreed, and to the gates they goe 
To bume the fame with vnquenchable fire. 
And that vncurteous Carle their commune foe 

To do fowle death to dye, or wrap in grieuous woe. 

Malbecco feeing them refolu'd in deed 

To flame the gates, and hearing them to call 1 60 

For fire in eameft, ran with fearefult fpeed, 

And to them calling from the caftle wall, 

Befought them humbly, him to beare with all, 

As Ignoraunt of feruants bad abufe, 

And flacke attendaunce vnto ftraungers call. 

The knights were willing all things to excufe, 

Though nought beleu'd, & entraiice late did not refufe. 

They bene ybrought into a comely bowre, 

And feru'd of all things that mote needful! bee ; 
Yet fecretly their hofte did on them lowre, 170 

And welcomde more for feare, then charitee ; 
But they diffembled, what they did not fee, 
And welcomed themfelues. Each gan vndight 
Their garments wet, and weary armour free, 
To dry them felues by Vulcanes flaming light. 

And eke their lately bruzed parts to bring in plight 

I. 1^1,' Irtaiy . . . yre'tX. 155. ' Aw, 'and so 1. 168: I. 158, 'det, . . 
dye': I. 159. 'refobtd' : L )6i, 'faitfuU': L 164, 'j g m i m t 'i L 165, 
,fbi.: L 169, 'Jtntd': L 174, 'wett,' " 
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And eke that ftraunger knight emongft the reft ; 
Was for like need enforft to difaray : 
Tho whenas vailed was her loftie creft. 
Her golden locks, that were in tramels g^y i8o 

Vpbounden, / did them felues adowne difplay, 
And raught vnto her heeles ; like funny beames, 
That in a cloud their light did long time ftay, 
Their vapour vaded, fhew their golden gleames, 

And through the perfant aire fhoote forth their azure 
ftreames. 

She alfo dofte her heauy haberieon, 

Which the faire feature of her limbs did hyde, 

And her well plighted frock, which fhe did w(»i 

To tucke about her ftiort, when fhe did ryde, 

She low let fall, that flowd from her lanck fyde 190 

Downe to her foot, with carelefle modeftee. 

Then of them all fhe plainly was efpyde. 

To be a woman wight, vnwift to bee. 

The faireft woman wight, that euer eye did fee. 

Like as Minerua^ being late retumd 

From flaughter of the Giaunts conquered ; 
Where proud Enuladey whofe wide nofethrils burnd 
With breathed flames, like to a furnace red. 
Transfixed with the fpeare, downe tombled ded 
From top of Hemus^ by him heaped hye ; 200 

Hath loofd her helmet from her lofty bed, 

L 179, ^lofty'i 1. 180, 'tranulls'i 1. 184, 'Jhewe* i 1. 185, ^per/ant' is 
^ferfent' in 1609, and ^ prefemt' in 1611 : 1. 186, ^Shie^ : 1. 194, *eu*\ 
1* 195) * BeU<ma^ : 1. 198, * redd^' and so doable d in the stanza's rhyme- 
woids : 1. 199,* her,^ 
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And her Gorgoniau fhield gins to vntye 
From her left arme, to refl in glorious vifloiye. 

Which whenas they beheld, they fmttten were 
With great amazement of fo wondrous fight, 
And each on other, and they all on her 
Stood gazing, as if fuddein great affright 
Had them furprifed. At lafl auizing right. 
Her goodly perfonage and glorious hew. 
Which they fo much millooke, they tooke delight 2 1 o 
In their firfl errour, and yet ftill anew 

With wonder of her beauty fed their hungry vew./ 

Yet note their hungry vew be fatisfide. 

But feeing ftill the more defir'd to fee, 

And euer firmely fixed did abide 

In contemplation of diuinitie : 

But they meruail[e]d at her cheualree. 

And noble prowefle, which they had approued. 

That much they faynd to know, who fhe mote bee ; 

Yet none of all them her thereof amoued, 220 

Yet euery one her likte, and euery one her loued. 

And Paridell though partly difcontent 
With his late fall, and fowle indignity. 
Yet was foone wonne his malice to relent, 
Through gracious regard of her faire eye. 
And knightly worth, which he too late did try, 
Yet tried did adore. Supper was dight ; 
Then they MaWecco prayd of curtefy, 

L 208, ^/urpritd': L 311, 'trrer . . , yttt' : L 312, 'hongry,' toA ta 
L 313 : 1. 316, 'dimnilei': L 318, 'apfrau'd,' tiiAKi"d' br ' ttf ' in Thyme- 
words of the stanza : I. 335, 'gratuut ' : L 338, * eomtf^' 
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That of his Lady they might haue the fight, 
And company at meat, to do them more delight 230 

But he to (hift their curious requeft, 

Gan caufen, why (he could not come in place ; 
Her crafed health, her late recourfe to reft, 
And humid euening ill for ficke folkes cace : 
But none of thofe excufes could take place ; 
Ne would they eate, till (he in prefence came. 
She came in prefence with right comely g^ce. 
And fairely them faluted, as became. 

And fliewd her felfe in all a gentle curteous Dame. 

They fate to meat, and Satyrane his chaunce 240 

Was her before, and Paridell befyde ; 
But he him felfe fate looking ftill afkaunce, 
Gainft Britomart^ and euer clofely eyde 
Sir / Satyrane, that glaunces might not glyde : 
But his blind eye, that fyded Paridell^ 
All his demeafnure from his fight did hyde : 
On her faire face fo did he feede his fill. 

And fent clofe meflages of loue to her at will. 

And euer and anone, when none was ware, 

With fpeaking lookes, that clofe embaffage bore, 250 
He rou'd at her, and told his fecret care : 
For all that art he learned had of yore. 

1. 229, 'lady : 1. 230, 'doe*: 1. 231, 'Ai/^' - 1- 233, * ^/^^ ' : 1- 234, 

for : comma (,) : 1. 237, 'Jkee' : L 239, * courteous ' : 1. 241, * bejide,' and so 

' f ' for '^' in rhyme-words of the stanza : 1. 244, * with* — Dr. Morris records 

'that* as of 1609, but it is fetched from '96: L 245, 'bUnde eie , , * 
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Ne was fti^ ignoraunt of that lewd lore, 
But in his eye his meaning wifely red, 
And with the like him anfwerd euermore : 
She fent at him one firie dart, whofe hed 
Empoifned was with priuy luft, and gealous dred. 

He from that deadly throw made no defence. 
But to the wound his weake hart opened wyde ; 
The wicked engine through falfe influence, 260 

Part through his eyes, and fecretly did glyde 
Into his hart, which it did forely gryde. 
But nothing new to him was that fame paine, 
Ne paine at all ; for he fo oft had tryde 
The powre thereof, and lou'd fo oft in vaine, 

That thing of courfe he counted, loue to entertaine. 

Thenceforth to her he fought to intimate 

His inward griefe, by meanes to him well knowne. 

Now Bacchus fruit out of the f iluer plate 

He on the table dafht, as ouerthrowne, 270 

Or of the fruitfull liquor ouerflowne. 

And by the dauncing bubbles did diuine, 

Or therein write to let his loue be fhowne ; 

Which well (he red out of the learned line, 

A facrament prophane in miftery of wine. / 

And when fo of his hand the pledge fhe raught, 
The guilty cup fhe fained to miftake. 
And in her lap did fhed her idle draught. 
Shewing def ire her inward flame to flake : 

1. 253, ^leud^ : 1. 254, *redd,^ and so double //in stanza's rhyme-words : 
1. 255, ''aunjwerd^ \ 1. 256, ^ Shee . . . fyrie* i 1. 261, 'eies*\ 1. 262, 
*/i€ari' : L 264, ' ofte* : 1. 273, * lett' : 1. 274, 'redd,' 
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By fuch clofe fignes they fecret way did make 280 
Vnto their wills, and one eyes watch efcape ; 
Two eyes him needeth, for to watch and wake, 
Who louers will deceiue. Thus was the ape, 
By their faire handling, put into Malbeccoes cape. 

Now when of meats and drinks they had their fill, 
Purpofe was moued by that gentle Dame, 
Vnto thofe knights aduenturous, to tell 
Of deeds of armes, which vnto them became. 
And euery one his kindred, and his name. 
Then Paridell^ in whom a kindly pryde 290 

Of gracious fpeach, and (kill his words to frame 
Abounded, being glad of fo fit tyde 

Him to commend to her, thus fpake, of all well eyde. 

Troy^ that art now nought, but an idle name, 
And in thine afhes buried low dofl lie, 
Though whilome far much greater then thy fame. 
Before that angry Gods, and cruell (kye 
Vpon thee heapt a direfuU deflinie. 
What boots it boafl thy glorious defcent, 
And fetch from heauen thy great Genealogie, 300 
Sith all thy worthy prayfes being blent. 

Their of-fjpring hath embafle, and later glory fhent 

Moft famous Worthy of the world, by whome 
That warre was kindled, which did Troy inflame, 

1. 281, ^eies^ and so L 282 : 1. 290, ^ prided and so 'f ' for '^ ' in rhyme- 
words of the stania : 1. 291, ^graikms ' : L 292, *^ygUtd . . . fiite * : L 293, 
'a/*: 1. 297, *,/h#*: 1. 300, ^keuen . . . genealogie^ \ 1. 301, ^ worthie^ \ 
I. 302, 'of/pring,' 
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And (lately towres of Ilion whilome 
Brought vnto baleful! mine, was by name 
Sir / Paris far renowmd through noble fame, 
Who through great proweffe and bold hardineffe, 
From Lacedcemon fetcht the faireft Dame, 
That euer Greece did boaft, or knight poffeffe, 3 1 
Whom Venus to him gaue for meed of worthineffe. 

Faire Helene^ flowre of beautie excellent, 
And girlond of the mighty Conquerours, 
That madeft many Ladies deare lament 
The heauie loffe of their braue Paramours, 
Which they far off beheld from Troian toures. 
And faw the fieldes of faire Scamander ftrowne 
With carcafes of noble warrioures, 
Whofe fruitleffe Hues were vnder furrow fowne. 

And Xanthus fandy bankes with bloud all ouerflowne. 

From him my linage I deriue aright, 321 

Who long before the ten yeares fiege of Troy^ 
Whiles yet on Ida he a fhepheard hight. 
On faire Oenone got a louely boy, 
Whom for remembraunce of her paffed ioy, 
She of his Father Parius did name ; 
Who, after Greekes did Priams realme deftroy, 
Gathred the Troian reliques fau'd from flame. 

And with them fayling thence, to thlfle of Paros came. 

That was by him cald Paros^ which before 330 

Hight Naufa^ there he many yeares did raine, 

1. 309» 'fayreft' : J. si2,*jFayre*: 1. 320, * Wwrf*: L 325, * fwiflw^nw^ft' 
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And built NauficU by the Pontick (hore, 
The which he dying left next in remaine 
To Paridas his fonne. 
From whom I Paridell by kin defcend ; 
But for faire Ladies loue, and glories gaine. 
My natiue foile haue left, my dayes to fpend 
In feewing deeds of armes, my Hues and labours end. / 

Whenas the noble Britotnart heard tell 

Of Troian warres, and Priams Citie fackt, 340 

The ruefull ftory of Sir ParideU^ 

She was empafTiond at that piteous a£l, 

With zelous enuy of Greekes cruell fafl, 

Againft that nation, from whofe race of old 

She heard, that (he was lineally extrafl : 

For noble Britofis fprong from Troians bold, 

And TtoynoucMt was built of old Troyes afhes cold. 

Then f ighing foft awhile, at laft (he thus : 
O lamentable fall of famous towne, 
Which raignd fo many yeares viftorious, 350 

And of all Afie bore the foueraigne crowne, 
In one fad night confumd, and throwen downe : 
What ftony hart, that heares thy haple(re fate, 
Is not empierft with deepe compaflfiowne, 
And makes enfample of mans wretched (late. 

That floures fo fre(h at mome, and fades at euening late? 

Behold, Sir, how your pitifull complaint 
Hath found another partner of your payne : 

1- 333» *^</*^»' and so 1. 337: 1. 336, * ladks' : ii., *giorUs'^^ '90 
and '96, but in i6ii, 1679 *ghriou5^\ 1. 338, * lobars ^i 1. 340, *citu'\ 
1. 351, 'foneraim'x L 356^ • <5r* ' : L 358, ^fwmd: 
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For nothing may impreffe fo deare conftraint, 
As countries caufe, and commune foes difdayne. 360 
But if it fhould not grieue you, backe agayne 
To turne your courfe, I would to heare defyre, 
What to Aeneas fell ; fith that men fayne 
He was not in the Cities wofull fyre 
Confum'd, but did him felfe to fafetie retyre. 

Anchyfes fonne begot of Venus faire, 

(Said he,) out of the flames for fafegard fled, 
And with a remnant did to fea repaire. 
Where he through fatall errour long was led 
Full / many yeares, and weetlefle wandered 370 

From fhore to fhore, emongft the Lybicke fands. 
Ere reft he found. Much there he fuffered. 
And many perils paft in forreine lands, 

To faue his people fad from viftours vengefuU hands. 

At laft in Latium he did arriue. 

Where he with cruell warre was entertaind 

Of th'inland folke, which fought him backe to driue, 

Till he with old Latinus was conftraind. 

To contraft wedlock : (fo the fates ordaind.) 

Wedlock contrail in bloud, and eke in blood 380 

Accomplifhed, that many deare complaind : 

The riuall flaine, the viftour through the flood 

Efcaped hardly, hardly praifd his wedlock good. 

Yet after all, he viftour did furuiue. 

And with Latinus did the kingdome part. 

L 364, * cities^ : L 366, ^begott . . . /ayr£,* and so *^' 1. 368 : 1. 371, 
• Lybickfandes ' : 1. 373, ^perUles . . . landes ' ; 1. 374, ' handes ' : 1. 375, 
*anyue * : 1. 385, * kingdom,* 
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But after when both nations gan to ftriue. 
Into their names the title to conuart, 
His fonne Itiius did from thence depart, 
With all the warlike youth of Traians bloud, 
And in long Alba plaft his throne apart, 390 

Where faire it florilhed, and long time it (loud, 
Till Romulus renewing it, to Rotne remoud. 

There there (faid Britamart) a frefh appeard 
The glory of the later world to fpring, 
And Troy againe out of her duft was reard, 
To fit in fecond feat of foueraigne king. 
Of all the world vnder her goueming. 
But a third kingdome yet is to arife, 
Out of the Troians fcattered of-fpring, 
That in ail glory and great enterprife, 400 

Both firft and fecond Troy (hall dare to equalife. / 

It Troyfwuant is hight, that with the waues 
Of wealthy Thamis walhed is along, 
Vpon whofe ftubbome necke, whereat he raues 
With roring rage, and fore him felfe does throng, 
That all men feare to tempt his billowes ftrong, 
She faftned hath her foot, which flandes fo hy. 
That it a wonder of the world is fong 
In forreine landes, and all which paflen by, 

Beholding it from far, do thinke it threates the (kye 

The Troian Brute did firft that Citie found, 411 

And Hygfate made the meare thereof by Weft, 

1. 396, 'Jttt, . . fmeraifu'\ 1. 398, ' kingdom* i 1. 399, 'of fpring''. 
1. 404, ^necks' ; 1. 410, ^farredoi* : 1. 41 x, * citie fownd* : 1. 412— in '96 
* ga/e * follows * Hygate ' by error : ib,^ * weft.* 
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- And Ouert gate by North : that is the bound 
Toward the land ; two riuers bound the reft. 
So huge a fcope at firft him feeraed beft, 
To be the compalTe of his kingdomes feat : 
So huge a mind could not in lelTer reft, 
Ne in fmall meares containe his glory great, 

That Albion had conquered firft by warlike feat 

Ah faireft Lady knight, (faid Paridell) 420 

Pardon I pray my heedleffe ouerfight. 
Who had foi^t that, whilome I heard tell 
From aged Mnemon ; for my wits bene light 
Indeed he faid (if I remember right,) 
That of the antique Troian ftocke, there grew 
Another plant, that raught to wondrous bight, 
And far abroad his mighty branches threw. 

Into the vtmoft Angle of the world he knew. 

For that fame Brute, whom much he did aduaunce 
In all his fpeach, was Syluius his fonne, 430 

Whom hauing flaine, through luckles arrowes glauce 
He fled for feare of that he had mifdonne, 
Or / elfe for fhame, fo fowle reproch to ftionne, 
And with him led to the fea an youthly trayne, 
Where wearie wandring they long time did wonne. 
And many fortunes prou'd in \^'Ocean mayne, 

And great aduetures found, that now were log to fayne. 

At laft by fatall courfe they driuen were 
Into an IHand fpatious and brode, 

1. 413, ' bawHd,' and so I. 414 ; I. 4S3, 'v/hybme . . , tard' : L 433, 
'*!•««' : \. ^ij,' nii^lU braurKhis': 1, 431, '/Wm ' 1 1. 433, 'tit': L 434t 
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The furtheft North, that did to them appeare : 449 
Which after reft they feeking far abrode, 
Found it the fitteft foyle for their abode, 
Fruitfuli of all things fit for liuing foode, 
But wholy waft, and void of peoples trode, 
Saue an huge nation of the Geaunts broode, 
That fed on liuing flefti, & druncke mens vitall blood. 

Whom he through wearie wars and labours long, 
Subdewd with lofle of many Britons bold : 
In which the great Goemagot of ftrong 
CorineuSy and Coulin of Debon old 450 

Were ouerthrowne, and layd on th'earth full cold, 
Which quaked vnder their fo hideous mafte, 
A famous hiftory to be enrold 
In euerlafting moniments of braflfe. 

That all the antique Worthies merits far did pafTe. 

His worke great Troyfwuant, his worke is eke 
Faire Lincolne^ both renowmed far away, 
That who from Eaft to Weft will endlong feeke, 
Cannot two fairer Cities find this day. 
Except Cleopolis : fo heard I fay 460 

Old Mnemon, Therefore Sir, I greet you well 
Your countrey kin, and you entirely pray 
Of pardon for the ftrife, which late befell 

Betwixt vs both vnknowne. So ended Paridell. J 

But all the ^hile, that he thefe fpeaches fpent, 
Vpon his lips hong faire Dame Hellenorcy 

1. 441, ^ And after reft* in 1609: ^., ^farrt'' : 1. 443, * tkiMges JUt' : 
1.444, 'wafte' '. 1. 446, 'dronck' \ 1. 451, ' laide' \ 1. 453, ' bee' \ 1. 4fi5» 
^fpeeches* 
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With vigilant regard, and dew attent, 
Fafhioning worlds of fancies euermore 
In her fraile wit, that now her quite forlore : 
The whiles vnwares away her wondring eye, 470 
And greedy eares her weake hart from her bore : 
Which he perceiuing, euer priuily 
In fpeaking, many falfe belgardes at her let fly. 

So long thefe knights difcourfed diuerfly. 
Of ftraunge affaires, and noble hardiment, 
Which they had paft with mickle ieopardy, 
That now the humid night was farforth fpent, 
And heauenly lampes were halfendeale ybrent : 
Which th'old man feeing well, who too long thought 
Euery difcourTe and euery argument, • 480 

Which by the houres he meafured, befought 

Them go to reft. So all vnto their bowres were brought 

1. 46S, ' worldes ' % 1. 474, ' /mightes ' : 1. 47S, ' kaienly ' ; L 479, ' wtl 
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|y Paridell rapeth Hellenore : ^ 

T? Malbtcco }ur pur/ewes : T^ 

^< Knda enutngft SatyreSy whence with him Ij^ 

^S^ 7b tumejhi doth refufe, ^SU 



THe morow next, fo foone as PhxBbus Lamp 
Bewrayed had the world with early light. 
And frefh Aurora had the fliady damp 
Out of the goodly heauea amoued quight, 
Faire / Britofnart and that fame Faerie knight lo 
Vprofe, forth on their iourney for to wend : 
But Paridell complaynd, that his late fight 
With Britomarty fo fore did him offend, 
That ryde he could not, till his hurts he did amend. 

So forth they far'd, but he behind them fkayd, 
Maulgre his hoft, who grudged grieuoufly, 
To houfe a gueft, that would be needes obayd. 
And of his owne him left not liberty : 
Might wanting meafure moueth furquedry. 
Two things he feared, but the third was death ; 20 
That fierce young mans vnruly maiftery ; 

1. 3, • Malbceco . . . pour/rufes ' : 1. 4, * Fynds ' : 1. 9, * heuen * : 1. 10, 
'Faery' : 1. 15, 'foortV : 1. 16, '^umfly* : 1. 21, *Jiers . . . fnayfiery: 
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His money, which he lou*d as liuing breath ; 
And his faire wife, whom honeft long he kept vneath. 

But patience perforce he muft abie, 

What fortune and his fate on him will lay, 

Fond is the feare, that findes no remedie ; 

Yet warily he watcheth euery way, 

By which he feareth euill happen may : 

So th'euill thinkes by watching to preuent ; 

Ne doth he fuffer her, nor night, nor day, 30 

Out of his fight her felfe once to abfent. * 

So doth he punifh her and eke himfelfe torment. 

But Paridell kept better watch, then hee, 
A fit occafion for his turne to find : 
Falfe loue, why do men fay, thou canft not fee, 
And in their foolifh fancie feigne thee blind. 
That with thy charmes the fharpeft fight doeft bind. 
And to thy will abufe ? Thou walkeft free, 
And feeft euery fecret of the mind ; 
Thou feeft all, yet none at all fees thee ; 40 

All that is by the working of thy Deitee. / 

So / perfefl in that art was Paridelly 
That he Malbeccoes halfen eye did wyle. 
His halfen eye he wiled wondrous well, 
And Hellenors both eyes did eke beguyle, 
Both eyes and hart attonce, during the whyle 
That he there foiourned his wounds to heale ; 
That Cupid felfe it feeing, clofe did fmyle, 

!• 34> *fif^i 2ind so * tf ' in rhyme-words of the stanza : 1. 36, * fancy * : 
1. 43, * Malbeccoes ' — misprinted * Melbeccoes * in '96 : 1. 47, * vxmndes,^ 
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To weet how he her loue away did fleale, 
And bad, that none their ioyous treafon ftiould reueale. 

The learned louer loft no time nor tyde, Si 

That leaft auantage mote to him afford, 
Yet bore fo faire a faile, that none efpyde 
His fecret drift, till he her layd abord. 
When fo in open place, and commune bord, 
He fortun'd her to meet, with commune fpeach 
He courted her, yet bayted euery word, 
That his vngentle hofte n'ote him appeach 

Of vile vngentleneffe, or hofpitages breach. 

But when apart (if euer her apart) 60 

He found, then his falfe engins faft he plyde, 
And all the Heights vnbofomd in his hart ; 
He figh'd, he fobd, he fwownd, he perdy dyde, 
And caft himfelfe on ground her faft befyde : 
Tho when againe he him bethought to Hue, 
He wept, and wayld, and falfe laments belyde, 
Saying, but if ftie Mercie would him giue 

That he mote algates dye, yet did his death forgiue. 

And otherwhiles with amorous delights, 

And pleaf ing toyes he would her entertaine, 70 
Now f inging fweetly, to furprife her fprights, 
Now making layes of loue and louers paine, 
Branfles, / Ballads, virelayes, and verfes vaine ; 
Oft purpofes, oft riddles he deuyfd, 
And thoufands like, which flowed in his braine. 
With which he fed her fancie, and entyfd 

To take to his new loue, and leaue her old defpyfd. 

1- 53. *Ar/-?' : 1. 69, ' otherwhyUs* : 1. 76, ^famy'i 1. 77, 'wfM/ 
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And euery where he might, and euery while 
He did her feruice dewtifull, and fewed 
At hand with humble pride, and pleafing guile, 8o 
So clofely yet, that none but fhe it vewed, 
Who well perceiued all, and all indewed. 
Thus finely did he his falfe nets difpred, 
With which he many weake harts had fubdewed 
Of yore, and many had ylike mifled : 

What wonder then, if (he were likewife carried ? 

No fort fo fenf ible, no wals fo ftrong. 
But that continuall battery will riue. 
Or daily fiege through difpuruayance long. 
And lacke of refkewes will to parley driue ; 90 

And Peace, that vnto parley eare will giue. 
Will fhortly yield it felfe, and will be made 
The vaflall of the viftors will byliue : 
That ftratageme had oftentimes affayd 

This crafty Paramoure, and now it plaine difplayd. 

For through his traines he her intrapped hath. 
That fhe her loue and hart hath wholy fold 
To him, without regard of gaine, or fcath. 
Or care of credite, or of hufband old. 
Whom (he hath vow'd to dub a faire Cucquold. 100 
Nought wants but time and place, which (hortly fhee 
Deuized hath, and to her louer told. 
It pleafed well. So well they both ag^ee ; 

So readie rype to ill, ill wemens counfels bee. / 

1. 78, * eutrie while ' : 1. 79, ^ Jewd^^ 2xA so * d' ior * ed* in rhyme-words of 
the stanza : 1. 89, ' difpuruayaunce'* : 1. 90, , for ; : L 91, ^ Peece"* i L 92^ 
'yeeld^ : 1. 100, ''fafre * : 1. loi, * 6r» ' : L I02, , for (.) . 
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Darke was the Euening, fit for louers ftealtb, 
When chaunft Malbecco buf ie be elfewhere, 
She to his clofet went, where all his wealth 
Lay hid : thereof (he countlefle fummes did reare, 
The which fhe meant away with her to beare ; 
The reft ftie fyr'd for fport, or for defpight ; 1 10 

As Hellene^ when fhe (aw aloft appeare 
The Traiane flames, and reach to heauens hight 

Did clap her hands, and ioyed at that dolefull fight. 

This fecond Hellene^ faire Dame HeUenore^ 

The whiles her hu(band ranne with fory hafte, 
To quench the flames which (he had tyn'd before, 
Laught at his fooli(h labour fpent in wafte ; 
And ranne into her louers armes right faft ; 
Where ftreight embraced, (he to him did cry. 
And call aloud for helpe, ere helpe were paft ; 1 20 
For loe that Gueft would beare her forcibly. 

And meant to raui(h her, that rather had to dy. 

The wretched man hearing her call for ayd. 
And readie feeing him with her to fly, 
In his difquiet mind was much difmayd : 
But when againe he backward caft his eye, 
And faw the wicked fire fo furioufly 
Confume his hart, and fcorch his Idoles face, 
He was therewith diftre(red diuerfly, 
Ne wift he how to tume, nor to what place ; 130 

Was neuer wretched man in fuch a wofull cace. 

1. 106, * Malbecco^ — misprinted * Melbecco^ in '96: I. 112, ^ heuens* ; 
I. 114, ^ HeUtu, fayre* \ 1. 116, . for , : 1. 120, * Icwd^i L 124, ^ ready *\ 
1. 126, * backeward*', 1. 129, ^diuer/ely^ : L 130, , for ; . 
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Ay when to him (he cryde, to her he turnd, 
And left the fire ; loue money ouercame : 
But when he marked, how his money bumd, 
He left his wife ; money did loue difclame : 
Both / was he loth to loofe his loued Dame, 
And loth to leaue his liefeft pelfe behind, 
Yet f ith he n'ote faue both, he fau'd that fame» 
Which was the deareft to his donghill mind, 

The God of his defire, the ioy of mifers blind. 140 

Thus whileft all things in troublous vprore were, 
And all men bufie to fuppreffe the flame. 
The louing couple need no refkew feare, 
But leafure had, and libertie to frame 
Their purport flight, free from all mens reclame ; 
And Night, the patronefle of loue-ftealth faire, 
Gaue them fafe condu6l, till to end they came : 
So bene they gone yfeare, a wanton paire 

Of louers loofely knit, where lift them to repaire. 

Soone as the cruell flames yflaked were, 150 

Maibecco feeing, how his lofle did lye, 
Out of the flames, which he had quencht whylere 
Into huge waues of griefe and gealofye 
Full deepe emplonged was, and drowned nye, 
Twixt inward doole and felonous defpight ; 
He rau'd, he wept, he ftampt, he lowd did cry. 
And all the pafTions, that in man may light, 

Did him attonce opprefle, and vex his caytiue fpright 

1* I37> ^hehinde' : 1. 139, ^ daunghill mindg* : 1. 140, * blinde* \ L 143, 
* neede* : 1. 144, * liberty' : 1. 146, ^fayre^ and so *>* for *f ' in rhjme-words 
of the stanza : 1. 148, ' beene . . . yfere'* : L 155, , for ; . 
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Long thus he chawd the cud of inward griefe. 

And did confume his gall with anguifh fore, i6o 

Still when he mufed on his late mifchiefe, 

Then dill the fmart thereof increafed more. 

And feem'd more grieuous, then it was before : 

At lafl when forrow he faw booted nought, 

Ne griefe might not his loue to him reftore. 

He gan deuife, how her he refkew mought, 

Ten thoufand wayes he caft in his confufed thought / 

At lafl refoluing, like a pilgrim pore, 

To fea[r]ch her forth, where fo fhe might be fond, 
And bearing with him treafure in clofe ftore, i/O 
The reft he leaues in ground : So takes in hond 
To feeke her endlong, both by fea and lond. 
Long he her fought, he fought her farre and nere. 
And euery where that he mote vnderftond. 
Of knights and ladies any meetings were, 

And of eachone he met, he tydings did inquere. 

But all in vaine, his woman was too wife, 

Euer to come into his clouch againe. 

And he too fimple euer to furprife 

The ioUy ParideU^ for all his paine. i8o 

One day, as he forpaffed by the plaine 

With weary pace, he farre away efpide 

A couple, feeming well to be his twaine, 

Which houed clofe vnder a forreft fide, 
As if they lay in wait, or elfe themfelues did hide. 

1. 162, 'So' \ 1. 163, 'feemd' : I. 168, * Pi/irim * : 1. 170, */garcA ' in '90 ; 
but qy. '/eacA —fetch — printed */eacA * in '96 : 1. 173, 'far,* and so 1. 182: 
1. 176, *me^i . . . tidings ' : 1. 181, 'Aee,* and so 1. 186 : 1. 184, *>r^' : 
1. 185, *eis tAtm/elucs: 
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Well weened he, that thofe the fame mote bee, 
And as he better did their fhape auize, 
Him feemed more their manner did agree ; 
For th'one was armed all in warlike wize, 
Whom, to be Paridell he did denize ; 190 

And th'other all yclad in garments light, 
Difcolour'd like to womanifh difguife, 
He did refemble to his Ladie bright ; 

And euer his faint hart much earned at the fight 

And euer faine he towards them would goe, 

But yet durft not for dread approchen nie, 

But ftood aloofe, vnweeting what to doe ; 

Till that prickt forth with loues extremitie. 

That / is the father of fowle gealofy. 

He clofely nearer crept, the truth to weet : 200 

But, as he nigher drew, he eaf ily 

Might fcerne, that it was not his fweeteft fweet, 
Ne yet her Belamour, the partner of his (heet. 

But it was fcomefull Braggadocchio^ 

That with his feruant Trompart houerd there, 

Sith late he fled from his too eameft foe : 

Whom fuch when as Malbecco fpyed clere. 

He turned backe, and would haue fled arere ; 

Till Trompart ronning haftily, him did ftay, 

And bad before his foueraine Lord appere : 210 

That was him loth, yet durft he not gainefay, 

And comming him before, low louted on the lay. 

1. 188, ^maner^ : 1. 191, *fl/' : 1. 192, ^ Di/colourd' : 1. 193, , for ; : 
1. 194 — 1609 improves to ^ yearned' \ 1. 197, . for ; : 1. 198, * extremity*: 
1. 204, * Braggadochio ' : 1. 207, * whenas ' : 1. 209. ^hajiely.^ 
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The Boafter at him fternely bent his browe, 
As if he could haue kild him with his looke, 
That to the ground him meekely made to bowe, 
And awfuil terror deepe into him ftrooke, 
That euery member of his bodie quooke. 
Said he, thou man of nought, what doeft thou here, 
Vnfitly fumiflit with thy bag and booke, 
Where I expected one with (hield and fpere, 220 

To proue fome deedes of armes vpon an equall pere. 

The wretched man at his imperious fpeach, 
Was all abafht, and low proftrating, faid ; 
Good Sir, let not my rudenefle be no breach 
Vnto your patience, ne be ill ypaid ; 
For I vnwares this way by fortune (Iraid, 
A filly Pilgrim driuen to diftreflfe. 
That feeke a Lady, — There he fuddein ftaid. 
And did the reft with grieuous fighes fupprefle, 229 

While teares ftood in his eies, few drops of bittemeffe. / 

What Ladie, man ? (faid Trampart) take good hart. 
And tell thy griefe, if any hidden lye ; 
Was neuer better time to (hew thy fmart. 
Then now, that noble fuccour is thee by. 
That is the whole worlds commune remedy. 
That chearefull word his weake hart much did cheare, 
And with vaine hope his fpirits faint fupply. 
That bold he faid ; 6 moft redoubted Pere, 

Vouchfafe with mild regard a wretches cace to heare. 

L 217, *body*: L 231, ^deeds'i 1. 224, ' rwd^mdv '— misprinted in '96 
* ru€Udeffi* \ 1. 228, — supplied — ^no punctuation in '90 : L 231, * Lady i 
1. 234, 'fuccar* : I. 236, * chearful . . . toeak heart * : 1. 238, ^/ayd^ O \ 
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Then fighing fore, It is not long (faid he) 240 

Sith I enioyd the gentleil Dame aliue ; 
Of whom a knight, no knight at all perdee, 
But fhame of all, that doe for honor flriue. 
By treacherous deceipt did me depriue ; 
Through open outrage he her bore away, 
And with fowle force vnto his will did driue, 
Which all good knights, that armes do bearc this day, 

Are bouod for to reuenge, and punilh if they may. 



And you mofl noble Lord, that can and dare 

Redreffe the wrong of miferable wight, 250 

Cannot employ your moft viftorious fpeare 

In better quarrell, then defence of right, 

And for a Ladie gainfl; a faithlelTe knight ; 

So Ihall your glory be aduaunced much. 

And all faire Ladies magnifie your might, 

And eke my felfe, albe I flmple fuch. 

Your worthy paine (hall well reward with guerdon rich. 

With that out of his bouget forth he drew 

Great (lore of treafure, therewith him to tempt ; 
But he on it lookt fcornefully alkew, 260 

As much difdeigning to be fo mifdempt. 
Or / a war-monger to be bafely nempt ; 
And faid ; thy o(rers bafe I greatly loth, 
And eke thy words vncourteous and vnkempt ; 
I tread in dud thee and thy money both, 

That, were it not for (hame, — So turned from him wroth. 



1.240, '/auU't 1. 34S, 'bevmd': 
'*a'i L 355, '««.^s«»J5'': L »56, 's 
1. 366, — Mpiilied. 



L 353, 'Lady,' ai^ , for ; : 1. 354, 
B«' : 1. 857, 'n*/'' 1- aftSi'Aiyr 
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But Trompart^ that his maiflers humor knew, 
In lofty lookes to hide an humble mind, 
Was inly tickled with that golden vew, 
And in his eare him rounded clofe behind : 270 

Yet ftoupt he not, but lay ftill in the wind, 
Waiting aduauntage on the pray to feafe ; 
Till Trampart lowly to the ground inclind, 
Befought him his great courage to appeafe, 

And pardon fimple man, that ra(h did him difpleafe. 

Bigge looking like a doughtie Doucepere, 
At laft he thus ; Thou clod of vileft clay, 
I pardon yield, and with thy rudenefTe beare ; 
But weete henceforth, that all that golden pray, 
And all that elfe the vaine world vaunten may, 280 
I loath as doung, ne deeme my dew reward : 
Fame is my meed, and glory vertues pray. 
But minds of mortall men are muchell mard. 

And mou'd amifle with malTie mucks vnmeet r^ard. 

And more, I graunt to thy great miferie 

Gratious refpeft, thy wife (hall backe be fent, 
And that vile knight, who euer that he bee. 
Which hath thy Lady reft, and knighthood flient, 
By Sanglatnart my fword, whofe deadly dent 
The bloud hath of fo many thoufands fhed, 290 

I fweare, ere long (hall dearely it repent ; 

1. 267, < fnaifires * : 1. a68, ' looks . . . minde ' : 1. 270, * rawnded* is mis- 
printed in '96 * grounded . . . dekinde,* and so ^ in rhyme-words of the 
stanza : I 272, in '96 projects like first and last 1. of the stanza : L 274, 
^corage' : 1. 276, * Big . . . doughty' : 1. 277, , for ; : 1. 278, Uhat with 
thy rudems*: I 280, ^fis*: I 282, ^vtrtuous'—'m 1609 ^vertues pay' \ 
1. 284, 'tnqffy''. 1. 2&S, ' mi/ery' i 1. 288, *iady'i\, 290^ * blood . , ,/udd; 
and so double d in rhyme-words of the stanza : L 291, * dearly.' 
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Ne he twixt heauen and earth fliall hide his hed, 
But foone he fhall be found, and (hortly doen be ded. / 

The foolifh man thereat woxe wondrous blith, 
As if the word fo fpoken, were halfe donne. 
And humbly thanked him a thoufand fith, 
That had from death to life him newly wonne. 
Tho forth the Boafter marching, braue begonne 
His ftolen fteed to thunder furioufly, 
As if he heauen and hell would ouerronne, 300 

And all the world confound with cruelty, 

That much MaWecco ioyed in his iollity. 

Thus long they three together traueiled, 

Through many a wood, and many an vncouth way, 

To feeke his wife, that was farre wandered : 

But thofe two fought nought, but the prefent pray. 

To weete the treafure, which he did bewray, 

On which their eies and harts were wholly fet, 

With purpofe, how they might it beft betray ; 309 

For fith the houre, that firft he did them let (whet 

TTie fame behold, therewith their keene defires were 

It fortuned as they together far'd. 

They fpide, where ParideU came pricking fail 
Vpon the plaine, the which hirafelfe prepar'd 
To giuft with that braue flraunger knight a call. 
As on aduenture by the way he pafl : 
Alone he rode without his Paragone ; 
For hauing filcht her bels, her vp he caft 

1. 292, ^ htutn' : 1. 293, ^^uMt fmmd'i I, 300, '«« > » «■ »,' but not 
' cver-nmne' in '96, as Dr. Moiris insdveiteiitly recordt : L JQj, 'far' : 
I, 308, 'fiU,' and so double ^ in rh] 
\. ya,' Amort' : 1, 311, 'rttfrort' 
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To the wide world, and let her fly alone, 
He nould be clogd. So had he ferued many one. 320 

The gentle Lady, loofe at randon left, 

The greene-wood long did walke, and wander wide 

At wilde aduenture, like a forlome weft, 

Till on a day the Satyres her efpide 

Straying / alone withouten groome or guide; 

Her vp they tooke, and witfi them home her led, 

With them as houfewife euer to abide, 

To milke their gotes, and make them cheefe and bred. 
And euery one as commune good her handeled. 

That fliortly (he Malbecco has forgot, 330 

And eke Sir Paridelly all were he deare ; 
Who from her went to feeke another lot. 
And now by fortune was arriued here. 
Where thofe two guilers with Malbecco were : 
Soone as the oldman faw Sir Paridell^ 
He fainted, and was almoft dead with feare, 
Ne word he had to fpeake, his griefe to tell. 

But to him louted low, and greeted goodly well 

And after aiked him for Hellenore^ 

I take no keepe of her (faid Paridelt) 340 

She wonneth in the forreft there before. 

So forth he rode, as his aduenture fell ; 

The whiles the Boafter from his loftie fell 

Faynd to alight, fomething amiffe to mend ; 

But the frefh Swayne would not his leafure dwell, 

1. 321, * lefte^ and so 'e' 1. 323 : 1. 328, * milk . . . iSr- ': 1. 330, ^forgott; 
and so double / 1. 332 : I 340, ^/ay<L* 
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But went his way ; whom when he pafTed kend, 
He vp remounted light, and after faind to wend. 

Perdy nay (faid Malbeccd) fhall ye not : 
But let him pafTe as lightly, as he came : 
For litle good of him is to be got, 350 

And mickle perill to be put to fhame. 
But let vs go to feeke my dearefl Dame, 
Whom he hath left in yonder forreft wyld : 
For of her fafety in great doubt I am, 
Lead faluage beaftes her perfon haue defpoyld : 

Then all the world is loft, and we in vaine haue toyld. / 

They all agree, and forward them addreft : 
Ah but (faid craftie Trompart) weete ye well. 
That yonder in that waftefull wilderneffe 
Huge monfters haunt, and many dangers dwell ; 360 
Dragons, and Minotaures, and feendes of hell. 
And many wilde woodmen, which robbe and rend 
All trauellers ; therefore aduife ye well. 
Before ye enterprife that way to wend : 

One may his iourney bring too foone to euill end. 

Malbecco ftopt in great aftonifhment, 

And with pale eyes faft fixed on the reft. 

Their counfell crau*d, in daunger imminent. 

Said Tromparty you that are the moft oppreft 

With burden of great treafure, I thinke beft 370 

Here for to ftay in fafetie behind ; 

1. 351, 'bee'xV 352, 'goe'\ 1. 353, 'foreft'i 1. 354, 'ame'-.X. 357, 
* They^* misprinted * The^ in '96: ih,^ ^addrefi' in '90 and '96 — another 
example of Spenser's neglects : L 358, ^ crafty *t 1, 359, ^ftiithfiiir [si€\i 
1. 362, '<&*': 1. 363, • trauHUrs ': 1. 370, * burdein * : 1. 371, < bthynd; and 
so ^y ' for * r in stanza's rhyme-words. 
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My Lord and I will fearch the wide forreft. 

That counfell pleafed not Malbeccoes mind ; 

For he was much aflraid, himfelfe alone to find. 

Then is it bed (faid he) that ye doe leaue 
Your treafure here in fome fecuritie, 
Either faft clofed in fome hollow greaue, 
Or buried in the ground from ieopardie, 
Till we retume againe in fafetie : 
As for vs two, lead doubt of vs ye haue, 380 

Hence farre away we will blindfolded lie, 
Ne priuie be vnto your treafures graue. 

It pleafed : fo he did, Then they march forward braue» 

Now when amid the thickeft woods they were, 
They heard a noyfe of many bagpipes fhrill. 
And fhrieking Hububs them approching nere, 
Which all the forreft did with horror fill : 
That / dreadfuU found the boafters hart did thrill, 
With fuch amazement, that in hafte he fled, 
Ne euer looked backe for good or ill, 390 

And after him eke fearefuU Trotnpart fped ; 

The old man could not fly, but fell to ground halfe 
ded 

Yet afterwards clofe creeping, as he might. 
He in a bufh did hide his fearefull hed, 

1. 372, 'wild' in 1609 : ib,^ 'foreft,' and so 1. 387 : 1. 374, ^afraid him 

filfe^\ L 376, ^fecurityy and so '•y'' for 'f ' in stanza's rhyme- words : 1, 381, 

« blyndfoUUd' : L 382, 'prnty bee' % V 383, . for , : 1. 384, 'woodes'i 1. 387, 

* honour': 1. 388, * ^le/fefj * : 1. 389, * Ao/^ . . . yJ^<i/,* and so double </ in 

rhyme- words of the stanza : 1. 390, * back *: 1. 392, * halp : L 393, * c^er- 

wardes ' : 1. 394, ' hyde . . . hedd,' and double d as before. 



Can^.X.'i FAERIE QVEENE, 337 

The ioUy Satyres full of frefli delight, 
Came dauncing forth, and with them nimbly led 
Faire Heknore^ with gfirlonds all befpred, 
Whom their May-lady they had newly made : 
She proud of that new honour, which they red, 
And of their louely fellowfliip full glade, 400 

Daunfk liuely, and her face did with a Lawrell fhade. 

The filly man that in the thicket lay 

Saw all this goodly fport, and grieued fore, 

Yet durft he not againft it doe or fay, 

But did his hart with bitter thoughts engore. 

To fee thVnkindneffe of his Hellenore. 

All day they daunced with great luftihed, 

And with their horned feet the greene graffe wore, 

The whiles their Gotes vpon the bronzes fed. 

Till drouping Phoebus gan to hide his golden hed. 410 

Tho vp they gan their merry p5^es to truffe, 
And all their goodly heards did gather round. 
But euery Satyre firft did giue a buffe 
To Helknore : fo bufles did abound. 
Now gan the humid vapour fhed the ground 
With perly deaw, and th'Earthes gloomy (hade 
Did dim the brightneffe of the welkin round, 
That euery bird and beaft awamed made, 

To fhrowd themfelues, whiles fleepe their fenfes did in- 
uade. / 



!• 399> ^proude * : 1. 406, * vnkindnes * : 1. 407, * lujfy 
'■ gras^ \ 1. 409, , for . of '96 : 1. 410, * hyde^ i 1. 411, * 
* heardes . . . rorwnd^ ' and so * «/ ' for * w ' in rhyme- wordi 
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Which when Malbecco faw, out of his bufh 420 

Vpon his hands and feete he crept full light, 
And like a Gote emongft the Gotes did rufh. 
That through the helpe of his faire homes on hight. 
And mifty dampe of mifconceiuing night, 
And eke through likenefle of his gotifh beard, 
He did the better counterfeite aright : 
So home he marcht emongfl the homed heard. 

That none of all the Satyres him efpyde or heard. 

At night, when all they went to fleepe, he vewd, 

Whereas his louely wife emongft them lay, 430 

Embraced of a Satyre rough and mde, 

Who all the night did minde his ioyous play : 

Nine times he heard him come aloft ere day, 

That all his hart with gealof ie did fwell ; 

But yet that nights enfample did bewray. 

That not for nought his wife them loued fo well, 

When one fo oft a night did ring his matins bell. 

So clofely as he could, he to them crept. 

When wearie of their fport to fleepe they fell, 

And to his wife, that now full foundly flept, 440 

He whifpered in her eare, and did her tell, 

That it was he, which by her fide did dwell. 

And therefore prayd her wake, to heare him plaine. 

As one out of a dreame .not waked well. 

She tumed her, and retumed backe againe : 

Yet her for to awake he did the more conftraine. 

1. 420, ' Malbecco^ is again misprinted ' Melbecco * in '96 : (^., * />^ ' 1609 
for '>^fV': i. 421, * hands ^ is misprinted ^ hand* in '96: 1. 424, ^mi/con' 
feyuing' : 1. 434, ' geaio/y' : L 445, Uumd: 



CaniX.^ FAERIE QVEENE. 339 

At laft with irkefome trouble fhe abrayd ; 
And then perceiuing, that it was indeed 
Her old Malbecco, which did her vpbrayd, 
With loofenefTe of her loue, and loathly deed, 450 
She / was aftoniflit with exceeding dreed, 
And would haue wakt the Satyre by her fyde ; 
But he her prayd, for mercy, or for meed, 
To faue his life, ne let him be defcryde, 

But hearken, to his lore, and all his counfell hyde. 

Tho gan he her perfwade, to leaue that lewd 
And loathfome life, of God and man abhord. 
And home returne, where all Ihould be renewd 
With perfeft peace, and bandes of frefti accord. 
And fhe receiu'd againe to bed and bord, 460 

As if no trefpaffe euer had bene donne : 
But flie it all refufed at one word, 
And by no meanes would to his will be wonne, 

But chofe emongft the iolly Satyres ftill to wonne. 

He wooed her, till day fprings he efpyde ; 

But all in vaine : and then tumd to the heard, 

Who butted him with homes on euery fyde, 

And trode downe in the durt, where his hore beard 

Was fowly dight, and he of death afeard. 

Early before the heauens faireft light 470 

Out of the ruddy Eaft was fully reard, 

The heardes out of their foldes were loofed quight, 

And he emongft the reft crept forth in fory pl^ht 

So foone as he the Prifon dore did pas, 

He ran as faft, as both his feete ■""'-' *«•«« 

1. 4S7,'&o<A/&«': I. 4&1, 
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And neuer looked, who behind him was, 
Ne fcarfely who before : like as a Beare 
That creeping clofe, amongft the hiues to reare 
An hony combe, the wakefull dogs efpy, 
And him aflayling, fore his carkaflfe teare, 480 

That hardly he with life away does fly, 
Ne ftayes, till fafe himfelfe he fee from ieopardy. / 

Ne (layd he, till he came vnto the place, 
Where late his treafure he entombed had. 
Where when he found it not (for Trompart bace 
Had it purloyned for his maifter bad :) 
With extreme fury he became quite mad. 
And ran away, ran with himfelfe away : 
That who fo ftraungely had him feene beilad. 
With vpftart haire, and flaring eyes difmay, 490 

From Limbo lake him late efcaped fure would fay. 

High ouer hilles and ouer dales he fled, 

As if the wind him on his winges had borne, 
Ne banck nor bufti could ftay him, when he fped 
His nimble feet, as treading flill on thorne : 
Griefe, and defpight, and gealofie, and fcome 
Did all the way him follow hard behind. 
And he himfelfe himfelfe loath'd fo forlome, 
So (hamefully forlome of womankind ; 

That as a Snake, flill lurked in his wounded mind. 500 

Still fled he forward, looking backward flill, 
Ne ftayd his flight, nor fearefull agony, 

1. 480, 'carkas' : 1. 488, * him Jelfe,' and so 1. 507 : 1. 489, ^befladd' : 
1. 492, ''fleddy'' and so double dxn 1. 494 : 1. 496, ^ gealofy ': 1. 497, * behynd^ 
and '^ ' for * I ' in rhyme-words of the stanza. 
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Till that he came vnto a rockie hill, 
Ouer the fea, fufpended dreadfully, 
That liuing creature it would terrify. 
To looke adowne, or vpward to the hight : 
From thence he threw himfelfe difpiteoufly, 
All defperate of his fore-damned fpright, 
That feem'd no helpe for him was left in liuing fight. 

But through long anguifh, and felfe-murdring thought 
He was fo wafted and forpined quight, 5 ^ ^ 

That all his fubftance was confum'd to nought, 
And nothing left, but like an aery Spright, 
That / on the rockes he fell fo flit and light. 
That he thereby receiu'd no hurt at all. 
But chaunced on a craggy cliff to li^ht ; 
Whence he with crooked clawes fo long did crall. 

That at the laft he found a caue with entrance fmall. 

Into the fame he creepes, and thenceforth there 

Refolu'd to build his baleful! manfion, 520 

In drery darkenefle, and continuall feare 

Of that rockes fall, which euer and anon 

Threates with huge ruine him to fall vpon. 

That he dare neuer fleepe, but that one eye 

Still ope he keepes for that occafion ; 

Ne euer refts he in tranquillity. 

The roring billowes beat his bowre fo boyftroufly. 

Ne euer is he wont on ought to feed, 

But toades and frogs, his pafture poyfonous, 

!• 503> ^ rocky ^ i 1. 509, */eemd , . . help^ : 1. 521, ^darkenes^ : I. 522, 
^rocks' : 1. 529, Uodes,* 
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Which in his cold complexion do breed 530 

A filthy bloud, or humour rancorous, 
Matter of doubt and dread fufpitious, 
That doth with cureleffe care confume the hart, 
Corrupts the ftomacke with gall vitious, 
Crofcuts the liuer with intemall fmart, 
And doth transfixe the foule with deathes etemall dart. 

Yet can he neuer dye, but dying Hues, 

And doth himfelfe with forrow new fuftaine, 

That death and life attonce vnto him giues. 

And painefull pleafure turnes to pleafing paine. 540 

There dwels he euer, miferable fwaine, 

Hatefull both to him felfe, and euery wight ; 

Where he through priuy griefe, and horrour vaine, 

Is woxen fo deform'd, that he has quight 

Forgot he was a man, and Gealofie is hight / 

1. 530, 'doe'x 1. 531, * blood' : L 545, * Celofy: 
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